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Isa. xvil. 12. 

IVo to the 'niuU'ihule of many which mahe a noife like 

the 1101 ft’ of the feus ; and to the ru/hin^ of nations^ that make 
a rujhmg like the- ntjhing of manj waters , 


vv HEN the Ling csnic to York, which wis nboiitTheKinj 
the middle of Auguft, he found no part of cither army ioiTi't°hiv 
dilbanded; for, though orders had been ilfued to ■'"‘^",“''1^ 
that piirpofc, yet the money, without which it could 
not be done, was not yet come to hand ; and becaide 
fo great a fum could not be prefently procured, as 
would fatisfy both, an aft of Pailiameiit iiad been 
paffed, for the fatisfaftion of the principal officers 
of the King’s army, by which they were promifed 
payment, upon the public faitli, in November follow- 
ing ; till which time they were to refpite it, and be 
contented that the common foldiers, and inferior 
officers, ffiotild be fully fatislied upon their diffiand- 
ing. 

During the time of the King’s abode at York, 

VOL. 1. P.2. eg whicli 
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which was not many days, tlie Earl of Holland, Lord 
General, made a fuit to him for the making a Baron ; 
which, at that time, might have been worth to him 
ten thoufand pounds. Wliethcrthe King apprehended 
the making an unfit man, who might difierve him 
in the Houle of Peers; or whether he refolvcd to con- 
tain himfelf from enlarging that number, except upon 
an extraordinary relation to his own fervice, I know 
not : but he thought not fit, at that time, to gratify 
the Earl : by which he took himfelf to be highly 
difobliged, (as the courtiers at that time looked upon 
whatfoever was denied to them, as taken from 
them), and liaving received fome information, from 
Sir Jacob Afhley and Sir John Coniers, of fome idle 
pallages in the late tampering with the array to peti- 
tion, which had not been before heard of ; as loon as 
the King was gone towards Scotland (though his Ma- 
jellry hath lince told me, “ that he thought he had 
“ left liim at parting in very good humour and de- 
“ votion to his fervice”) the Earl wrote a letter to 
the Earl of EHex, to be communicated in Patlia- 
ment, “ that he found there had been llrange at- 
“ tempts made to pervert and corrupt the army, 
“ but, he doubted not, he Ihould be able to prevent 
any mifchief : the whole fenfe being lo myftcrious, 
that it was no hard matter, after it was read in the 
tioufes, to perfuade men, that it related to foraewhat 
they had yet never heard ; and being dated on the 
fixteenth day of Auguft, which muft be the time tliat 
the King was there, or newly gone thence, (for he 
took his journey from London on the tenth), feemed 
to reflea on fomewhat his Majefty lhoul,d have at- 
tempted. Hereupon their old fears arc awakened, 
and new ones infufed into the people j every man 

taking 
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taking the liberty of making what interpretation he 
plcafcd of that which no man underftood. 

Tiic Papifts were the moft popular common-place, Onirr of 
and the butt againft whom all the arrows were dl-todiiarmaii 
redled ; and fo, upon this new fright, an order was 
made by both Houfes “ for difarming all the Papifts 
“ in England upon which, and the like orders, 
though feldom any thing was after done, or no mat- 
ter of moment, yet it ferved to keep up the fears 
and apprehenfions in the people, of dangers and de- 
ftgns, and to difincline them from any reverence or 
aftceftion to the Queen, whom they begun every day 
more implacably to hate, and confequently to dil- 
oblige. And, as upon thofe, and tlie like light occa- 
ftons, they grew to a licence of language, witliout the 
leaft rcfpe 61 : of perfons, of how venerable eftimation 
foever ; fo they departed from all order or regularity 
in debate ; or rules and meafurcs in judging ; the 
chief rulers amongft them firft defigning what they 
thought fit to be done, and the reft concluding any 
thing law'ful, that they thought, in order to the doing 
and compafting the fame : in wdiith neither laws nor 
cuftoms could be admitted to fignify any thing againft 
their fenfe. 

I remember, about that time, in the providing 
money for the diibanding the armies, upon which 
they were marvelloufly folicitous, from the time that 
the King- went towards the north, there arofe a quef- 
tion, “ Whether Wilmot, Afhburnham, and Pollard, 

“ fhoLild receive their pay due to them upon their 
“ feveral commands, lying under the charge of the 
“ plot, for bringing up, and corrupting the army 
very many paflionately alleging, “ that fiich men 
“ ought not to receive their pay, who had forfeited 

G g a “ their 
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“ their truft yet there wanted not many who al- 
leged, “ that they had the I’ecurity of an aft of Par- 
“ liament for tlieir payment, and that in jufticc it 
“could not be detained from them ; that, tliougli 
“ they lay under the dilpleafure of the IIoulc, tlicy 
“ were fo far from a judgment yet, that there was not 
“ fo much as a ciiarge againft them, but that they 
“ w'cre at lil icrty under bail ; and therefore they 
“ could not be laid to have forfeited any thing that 
“ waas their own.” In this debate the Houle feemed 
equally divided, till one, who well knew what he 
faid, told them, “ that tliere could not be any reafon- 
“ able pretence for detaining their due, as w'ell for 
“ the reafons that had been given, as, that they were 
“ abfolutely pardoned by the late aft of oblivion, 
“ and pacification, between the two kingdoms the 
which was no fooner faid, than many of thole who 
w'ere before inclined to the gentlemen, changed their 
opinions, and, without fo much as calling to have 
the ftatute read, declared, “ that they could have no 
“ benefit by that aft of Parliament, becaufe then, 
“ the fame might be as well applied to the Arch- 
“ bifhop of Canterbury.” And fo, without further 
weighing the law, or the reafon, it w'as thought fuf- 
ficient, not only to exclude them from that benefit, 
but to bar them from their money j left they might 
be thought to be admitted to it for that realon, 
which might prove an advantage to another, to whom 
they had no inclination to be juft. And no queftion, 
they had been overfeen in the penning that ftatute ; 
the words, in their true and genuine fignification 
and extent, comprehending as well the Axchbilhop 
of Canterbury, as thofe wdio at that time had no con- 
tempt of the fecurity they reaped thereby. 


Soon 
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Soon after the King went into Scotland, tlicre be- 
ing lome inoiion ‘'to adjourn the Moull-s till after 
“ Michaelmas,” wh.ich Iccmed to be generally in- 
clined to, very many of both Iloufes being willing 
to reircllr themfelves, after fo long abfcnce from 
their homes, (the fummer being far fpent, and the 
plague increaling ; of which fome members had died; 
and others were in danger, having been in infcdlcd 
lioufcs), and conceiving, that there was no more to be 
done tdl the return of the King, faving only the pro- 
curing money to finilh the dilbanding; went into the 
countiy : and others, who Raid in the town, w'ere lefs 
jolicitous to attend the public fervice ; but betook 
thcmlclves to thofe exercifes and rcfrcfliments which 
were plcafanter to them ; inlomuch, as within twenty 
days after the King's remove, there wx're not above 
tw'cnty Lords, nor much abo\ e a hundred Commoners, 
in both Iloufes, But this w'as the advantage looked 
for; thofe perfons continuing (efpecially in the lloufc 
of Commons) to whofe care and managery the whole 
reformation was committed. They now entered upon 
the confidtation of the highelf matters, both in Church 
and State ; and made attempts and entries upon thole 
regalities and foundations, wliich have been lince 
more evident in wider and more notorious breaches. 

From the liberty and fuccefs of advifing what was 
fit to be done out of the kingdom, with reference to 
the levies for PTance and Spain, they affumed the 
fame freedom, of confulting and determining what 
W'as not fit, within the walls of the Church ; and find- 
ing their numbers to be fo thin, that they might, 
by art or accident, prevail with the major part to be 
of their mind ; and to gratify the more violent party 
of the reformers, (who, with great impatience, fullered 

Gg3 themfelves 
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thcmfelvcs to be contained within any boun’ds or 
limits, by thofe who knew better how to conduft 
their buhnefs), they entered upon debate of tlie Book 
of Common-Prayer, (which fure, at tliat time, w'as 
much reverenced throughout the kingdom), and pao- 
pofed, “ in reg.'ird (tliey faid) many things in it gave 
“ offence, at lead umbrage, to tender confcicnces, 
“ that there might be liberty todifufc it:” vvhicli pro- 
pofition was fo ungracious, that, tliouglr it vv.v, made 
in a tliin Houle, and prclfed by thofe wlio w'cre of tlic 
greateft power and authority, it w'as fo far from Iseing 
confented to, that by the major part (the Jloide con- 
lifting then of about fix fcore) it was voted, ‘‘ that it 
“ fhould be duly obferved.” 

However, the next day, contrary to all rules and 
orders of Parliament, very many being abfent who 
had been a6live in that debate, they fufpended that 
order ; and refolvcd, “ that the handing of the com- 
“ munion-tahle in all Churches fliould be altered 
the rails (which in mod jdaces had been let up for 
the greater decency) “ Ibould be pulled down ; that 
“ the chancels Ihould be levelled, and made even 
“ with all other parts of the Church ; and that no 
“ man fhould prefume to bow at the name of Jefus,” 
(which was enjoined by a Canon, and of long ufe in 
the Church); and having digeded thefe godly refolu- 
tions into an order, they carried it up to the Lords 
for their concurrence ; promiling themfelvcs, that, 
from the fmall number which remained there, they 
fhould find no diflent. But the major part of the 
Lords being much feandalized, that the Houfe of Com- 
mons fhould not only unfcafonably, and irregular!}', 
interpofc in a matter wherein they had not the lead 
juiifdidlion ; but fhould prefume to clifturb the peace 

of 
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of the -Chur' h, rnrl Miterriipt the Icttled and legal go- 
vernment LhereoE by t nifiiiatlcal prellimption, 

not only reEilcd to ]oi!' ", iih them, but, inftead there- 
of, dircuEcd an fonncily made by the Ilonfc 

of Peers, ''on the nxtevntii oi January before), to be 
primed, to this efleft : that the divine fervice 

iLou.j 1 he performed, as It is appointed by the adhs 
(.'f IPdnamerit of this realm; and that all fuch as 
ddfnirb that wholefome order, ffiall be feverely 
^ r .iidrevl, accorrling to law;” and acquainted tJie 
Cf ymru'i.s therewith : who, notJiing latisiied, pur- 
fueo tl-iir former order; and, “ commanding all the 
('• e'Ui:: JUS of England to fubmit to their direction, 
dwdai-ed, tliat the order of the Lords was made by 
the ronfent but of eleven Lords, and tliat nine 
“■ oih.er Lords did dllfent from it; and, therefore, that 
no ol')C(liencc Ihould be given tlicrcunto.” Where- 
as the order li<ul been made in full Parliament, feven 
mortle; before; and was feafonably ordered to be 
piildifucd, by the major part prel'ent, upon that im- 
portant occafion. And fuch an arraigning the Iloufe 
or iPers, fc>r nublilhlng an order in maintenance of 
the laws cllabliihed, by thofc who liad no autliority 
to declare what the law was, nor a jurifdiftion over 
thofc who ihould infringe the law, was fo trarifeendent 
a prefumption, and breach of privilege, that there was 
great cxpcElation what the Lords would do in their 
own vindication. 

There was one claufc in the aft of pacification, ordi- 
‘‘ that tlicre fhould be a public and folemn day ofbDth^'' 
thankfgiving, for the peace between the tw^o 
‘‘ doms of .England and Scotland but no day 
appointed for that add of indevotion, the Lords and o; 
Commons affumed the power to themfeh es of direft-cauou. 

G g 4 ing 
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ing it ; and, to that purpofc, made an ordinance, as 
they called it, “ that it fhould be obferved on the 
“ feventh of September following, throughout the 
“ kingdom of England and dominion of Wales.” 
Which was done accordingly ; the fadlious miniflcrs 
in all pulpits taking occalion then to magnify the 
Parliament, and the Scots; and to infulc as much 
malignity info the people, againll: thofc who were not 
of that fadfion, as their wit and malice could fuggclt ; 
tlte Houfe of Commons celebrating that day in the 
chapel at Lincoln’s Inn ; bccaufe the Bifhop of Lin- 
coln, as Dean of Weffminfter, liad formed a prater 
for that occalion, and enjoined it to be read cm that 
day, in thofe churches where he had jurifdit^tion ; 
w'liich they liked not : both as it was a form, and 
formed by him ; and fo avoided coming there. 

After the fclcmnization of that day, and tlicir mak- 
ing their declaration againlt the Lords, about the or- 
der above mentioned, and the recommending Ionic 
feditious, unconformable minifters, to be Icfturcrs in 
churches about London, whom the incumbents were 
compelled to receive: when they had great appre- 
henfion, by their members leaving tiiem, that they 
fhould not have forty remaining, (lefs than which 
number could not conftitute a Iloufe of Commons), 
Sep- 0. they confented to a rccefs ; and on tlie ninth day of 
n.miWaS- September, 1641, they adjourned themfelves till the 
twentieth day of 0 £tober following : either Houfe 
a'a<nm!a^ irregularly (for the like Iiad never been before prac- 
tcf (if cdrii tifed) making a committee, to meet twice a week, and 

to fit (itii ing • r ^ r ' • ' 

the reeds, oftcncr, if tlicy faw caufc, during the recefs, and to 
tranfaft fuch bufinefs as they were authorised to do 
bv their inftrmSfions. 

'I'he Iloufe of Lords limited their committee (which 

confifted 
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ronfiRs'd of the Earls of EfTex, Warwick, the LordsThe power, 
Wharton, Kimbolton, and tw'elvc more; but every 
tliree were as able to tranfadt as the whole number)’''"/’™'' 
by their inffrudfions, “ only to open the letters which 
“ fhould come from the committee in Scotland,^ and 
“ to return anlwcrs to tliem ; wdtli power to recall 
“ that committee, wlien they thought lit; to fend 
“ down monies to the armies ; and to allift about 
“ tlieir diflunding ; and in removing the magazines 
from Berwick and Carlille.” 

But the IJoufe of Commons thought this pow'eroOheHoufe 
too narrow for their committee ; and therefore againft mons!”' 
order too (for the power of the committees of both 
Houles ouglit to have been equal) they qualified 
theirs (which conhfled of Mr. Pym, Mr. Saint-John, 

Mr. Strode, Sir Gilbert Gerrard, Sir Henry Mildmay, 

Sir Henry Vane, Alderman Pennington, Captain Venn, 
and others ; every fix having the authority of the 
whole) as well with the powders granted to the Lords, 
as likewife, “ to go on in preparation of proceedings 
“ againft fuch delinquents, as were vored againfl, or 
“ complained of in the Houfe ; and to receive any 
“ offers of clifeovery that they fhould make; to fend 
“ to all Sheriffs, and Jufiices of the peace, upon in- 
“ formation of any riots, or tumults ; to fiir them up 
“ in their duty in rcprelling them ; and to report to 
“ their Houfe any failing in obedience to their com- 
“ mands ; to take the accounts of any accountants to 
“ Ids Majefty, in order to the preparation of his Ma- 
“ jelly’s revenue ; to confider of framing and con- 
“ ftituting a Weft India Company ; and to confider 
the fifhing, upon the coafts of England, Scotland, 

“ and Ireland ;” and many other extravagant particu- 
lars : which ferved to magnify the authority of that 

committee ; 
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committee; and to draw refort and reverence to them 
from alnioll all forts of men. 

Thebufinefs Xlic Iloufcs bcing lluis adioumcd, the committee 

bfiore the , ^ i i /r t'i ^ i 

ci'nimittee of the Commons appointed Mr. rym to lit m the 

moIis.*"' chair ; who, forthwith, with his own hand, ligned the 
printed declarations before mentioned, of the ninth 
of September ; and caufed them to be fo read in all 
churches in London, and throughout the countries. 
Whereupon the feditious and fa6lious perfons caulcd 
the windows to be broken down in churches ; broke 
down the rails, and removed the communion-table, 
(which, in many places, had Ifood in that manner ever 
lince the Reformation), and committed many infolent 
and fcandalous diforders. And when the miniftcr, and 
the graver and more fubftantial fort of inhabitants, 
tifed any oppohtion, and relifted Inch their licence, 
they were immediately required to attend the com- 
mittee ; and, if they could be neither perfuaded nor 
threatened to fubmit, their attendance was continued 
from day to day, to their great charge and vexation. 
If any grave and learned minifter refuied to adiiJit 
into his church a lecturer recommended by them, 
(and 1 am confident, there was not, from the begin- 
ning of this Parliament, one orthodox or learned 
man recommended by them to any church in Jsng- 
land), he was prefently required to attend upon the 
committee ; and not difeharged till the Iloufes me'; 
again ; and then likewife, if he elcaped commitment, 
continued, to his intolerable lofs and trouble : few 
men having the patience to endure that oppreffion, 
againft which they knew' not whither to appeal ; and 
therefore in the end fubmitted to what they could 
not refifl: ; and fo all pulpits were fupplied with their 
feditious and fchifrhatical preachers. 


The 
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The - armies were at laft difbanded : and about the 

dilbandca. 

end of September, the Earl of Holland, in great 
pomp, returned to his lioufc at Kenfington ; where he 
was villted and careded, with great application, by all 
the faedious party : for he had now, whether upon the 
difobligaiion remembered before, of being denied the 
making a Baron ; or upon fome information, of fome 
fharp cxpreflions iifed by the Queen upon his letter ; 
and the ccnfcience of that letter : or the apprehen- 
lions of being queftioned and profecuted upon tjie 
enormities of his ollice of Chief Jiiftice in Eyre, and 
other tranlgrcifions, fully declared himfelf of their 
party. And tliat they might be the better prepared 
to keep up the prejudice to the King, and the keen- 
nefs againil the Court, till the coming together of 
both lloufcs ; when they had reafon to believe the 
obfervation of their crooked and indiredt courfes, and 
their vifible, unwarrantable breaches, upon the Church, 
and the relig,ion eftablifhed by law, would render 
men Icfs devoted to them ; his Lorddrip furnilhed 
tliem with many informations of w hat had paded in 
the late army, wiiich might be wrefted to the King’s- 
dif.idvantagc ; told them whatfoever the King himfelf 
laid faitl to him, when he looked upon him as a per- 
fon true to him ; and when, it is very probable, he 
was not much delighted with the proceedings of Weft- 
miufter ; and of all the particulars, which Sir Jacob 
Addey, and Sir John Coniers, had informed him, 
w hen they took him to be of entire truft with his Ma- 
jedy, and w-holly under that conlideration, (where- 
upon they were afterwards examined, and compelled 
to tcilify tjiat in public, which they had before im- 
parted to him in the greated: fecrefy) ; and added to 
all this, whatever information he had received by the 

Lady 
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Lady Carllfle, of words or adlions, fpoken dr done 
by the Queen, wliich might increafe their jcaloufy or 
malice to her Maje,fty. And he himfclf (who had 
been alw'ays believed a creature of the Queen’s, and 
exceedingly obliged and protefted by her immediate 
and fingle grace and favour, againft the Earl of Port- 
land, tiic Earl of Straft'ord, and tlie Archbifhop of 
Canterbury, in thofe times when they had otherwife 
tieftroyed him) vihted her Majefty but once, from the 
time of his return enit of the north, to the time of the 
King’s return from Scotland, which was full fix weeks. 
And yet, tlicre were fome men ftill at thofe private 
meetings at Kenfington, who thought the Queen’s fa- 
vour a likelier means for their preferment, than the 
intereft of the others ; and therefore alwajs gave ad- 
vert ifement to lier of what paffed in that company ; 
w hich information, for want of due care in the mana- 
gery, and by reafon of the unfaithfulnefs of her near- 
eft lervants, commonly produced fomew'hat, of wliich 
the other fide made greater advantage, than flie coidd 
do by the knowledge of their counfels and refolutions. 

The fhort recefs of the Parliament, though it was 
not much above the fpace of a month, was yet a great 
refrefhment to thofe who had fate near a full year, 
mornings and afternoons, with little or no intermif- 
fion ; and in that w’^arm region, where thunder and 
lightning was made. Some very unwarrantable pro- 
ceedings, by the committee that fate during the recefs, 
or Mr. P3'm, who fate in the chair of that committee, 
and ift’ued out thofe orders concerning the Church, 
gave fo much offence and fcandal, that the members 
were like to meet together with more courage, and lefs 
inclinations to novelties, than they had parted with. 
But there w'ere feveral accidents fell out, fome from 

very 
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very little, and feme from very great caiifes, which had 
that influence upon the nature and fpirit of men, and 
upon the actions of that time, that, for tlie better 
underftanding fome particular pallages, which will 
appear pertinent, it will be even neceffary, briefly, 
and it fhall be but very briefly, to mention fome of 
thofe particulars. 

Wlien the King went into Scotland ; for the better a tmaii 
preferving the correfpondcnce betw'een the two king-orh.’.t"!' 
doms, as was pretended; and to fee all things per- 
formed, which were to be done in the Parliament 

bcotldiia. 

Scotland, by the aft of pacification ; a fmall com- 
mittee (as hatli been before faid) was appointed by 
the two Iloufes, confifting of one Lord, and two 
Commons, to attend (as the phrafe was) upon his Ma- 
jelby : but, in truth, to be fpics upon him ; and to 
give the fame afliftance to the Parliament there, upon 
any emergent occafion, as the Scottifh Commiflioners 
had done here. 

TJie perfon appointed by the Lords, was tlie Lord For the 
Howard of Efcrick ; a younger fon of the Hoiife ofiiie uird 
Suffolk: who, in the time of the Duke of Bucking-oj'iTicnlk. 
ham, married a niece of his ; and having his whole 
dependence upon him, and being abfolutcly governed 
by him, was by him made a Baron ; but that depen- 
dence being at an end ; his wife dead ; and he with- 
out any virtue to promote himfelf: he withdrew him- 
felf from following the Court ; and, fhortly after, 
from wifhing it w'ell ; and had now delivered himfelf 
up, body and foul, to be difpofed of by that party, 
w'hich appeared moll averfe, and obnoxious, to the 
Court' and tjie Government : and only in that confi- 
dence was defigned to that employment ; and to be 
entirely difpofed and governed by the two members, 

who 
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Fertile were joinccl witli him by the Houfe of Comniohs, who 

Commons, " i-ii ‘i* 

Sir Philip were. Sir rliilip Stapleton, and Mr. Hambdcn. 

ivii. Hurab- The latter hath been mentioned before, as a man 
of great underlfancling and parts, and of great faga- 
city in difeerning men’s natures and manners i and 
he muft, upon all occalions, Rill be mentioned, as a 
perfon of great dexterity and abilities, and equal to 
any truft or employment, good or bad, which he was 
inclined to undertake. 

The other, Sir Philip Stapleton, was a proper man, 
of a fair extratRion; but, being a branch of a younger 
family, inherited but a moderate eftate, about five 
hundred pounds a year, in Yorkfhire; and, according 
to the cuRom of that country, had fpent much time 
in thofe delights which horfes and dogs adminiRer. 
Being returned to ferve in Parliament, he concurred 
with his neighbours, Hotham, and Cholmondlcy ; be- 
ing much younger than they, and governed by them 
in the profecution of the Earl of Strafibrd ; and fo 
was eafily received into the company and familiarity 
of that whole party which took that work to heart ; 
and in a Riort time appeared a man of vigour in 
body and mind ; and to be rather without good 
breeding, than not capable of it ; and fo he quickly 
outgrew his friends and countrymen in the confidence 
of thofe who governed : they looking upon him, as 
worth the getting entirely to them ; and not averfe 
from being gotten ; and fo joined him with Mr. 
Hambden in this their RrR employment (and the 
firR, that ever a Parliament had of that kind) to be 
initiated under fo great a maRer ; whofe inRrudion 
he was very capable of. 

There had been, even from the time the Scottifli 
army came into England, many fadlions, and jea- 

loufics. 
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louficsj amongft the principal pcrfons of tliat nation ;Tranfdfii- 
biit none fo much taken notice of, as that between 
the two Earls of Montrofc, and Argyle. The former 
took Iiimfelf to have deferved as much as any man, 

. / HdlUlllOU. 

in contributing more, and appearing fooncr, in their 
lirft approach towaards rebellion ; as indeed he was a 
man of the beft quality, who did fo foon difeover 
liimfclf ; and, it may he, he did it the fooner, in oppo- 
lition to Argyle; who being then of the King’s Coun- 
cil, he doubted not, would he of his MajeRy’s party. 

The people looked upon them both, as young men of 
unlimited ambition ; and ufed to fay, “ that they 
“ w'ere like Caafar andPompey, the one would endure 
“ no fuperior, and the other would have no equal.” 

True it is, that from the time that Argyle dccl.u'ed 
himfelf againft the King (which was immediately aber 
the firft paciiication) Montrofe appeared with Ids 
vigour for the covenant ; and had, by underhand and 
fccrct infinuations, made proffer of his fervice to ilic 
King. But now, after his Majefty's arrival in Scot- 
land, by the introdudion of Mr. William Murrav of 
the Bedchamber, he came privately to the Kine; ; 
and informed him of many particulars, from the be- 
ginning of the rebellion ; and, “ that the Marqt.is of 
“ Hamilton, was no lefs faulty, and falfe towards his 
“ Majefty, than Argyle and offered “ to m.ihe 
“ proof of all in the Parliament but rather defiiad, 

“ to have them both made away which he franldy 
undertook to do ; but the King, abhorring that ex- 
pedient, though for his own iecurify, adviied, “ th it 
“ the proofs might be prepared for the Parliament.” 

When fuddenly, on a Sunday morning, the city of 
Edinburgh was in arms ; and Hamilton, and Argyle, 
both gone out of the town to their own houfes; w'hcre 

they 
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they ftood upon their guards ; declaring publicly, 
“ that they had withdrawn themfelves, becaufe they 
“ knew that there was a delign to affaflinate them ; 
“ and chofe rather to abfent themfelves, than by 

{landing upon their defence in Edinburgh (which 
“ they could well have done) to hazard the public 
“ peace and fecurlty of the Parliament ; which thun- 
“ dered on their behalf.” 

The Committee at Edinbiirgh difpatclied away an 
exprefs to London, with a dark and perplexed ac- 
count, in tlic morning that the two Lords had left 
the city ; witli many doubtful expreffions, “ what 
“ the end of it would be not without fome dark 
inllnuations, as if the delign might look farther than 
Scotland. And thefe letters were brought to London, 
the day before the Houfes were to come together, 
after the recefs ; all that party taking pains to per- 
fuade others, “ that it could not but be a delign*to 

aflaflinate more men than thofe Lords at Edin- 
“ burgh.” 

And the morning the Houfes were to meet, Mr. 
Hyde being walking in Weftminller-Hall, with the 
Earl of Holland and the Earl of Efl'ex, both the 
Earls feemed wonderfully concerned at it ; and to 
believe, “ that other men were in danger of the like 
“ aflaults :” the other not thinking the apprehenlion 
worthy of them, told them merrily, “ that he knew 
“ well what opinions they both had of thofe two 
“ Lords, a year or two before, and he wondered how 
“ they became fo altered :” to which they anfwered 
fmiling, “ that the times and the Court was much al- 
“ tered lince.” And the Houfes were noLooner fate, 
but the rep>ort being made in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, and the Committee’s letter from Scotland be- 
ing 
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ing read, a motion was made, “ to fend to the Houfe 
“ of Peers, that the Earl of Eflex, who was left by 
“ the King, General on this fide Trent, might be de- 
“ fired to appoint fuch a guard, as he thought com- 

petent for the fecurity of the Parliament, con- 

ftantly to attend while the Houfes fate;” which 
was done accordingly; and continued, till they thought The Eari of 
fit to have other guards. All which was done to amufe^'’”s^''‘ 
the people, as if the Parliament were in danger 
when in Scotland all things were quickly pacified ; "‘ ‘he Par- 
and ended in creating the Marquis Hamilton a Duke, 
and Argyle a Marquis. 

There was a worfe accident than all thefe, which 

, . . . lebcllioii la 

fell out m the time of the King’s ftay in Scotland, irUand. 
and about the time of the tv/o Ploufes reconven- 
ing ; which made a wonderful imprefiion upon the 
minds of men ; and prov^ed of infinite difadvantage 
to the King’s affiiirs, which were then recovering 
new life ; and that was the rebellion in Ireland : 
which broke out about the middle of 0(fi:ober, in all 
parts of the kingdom. Their defign upon Dublin 
was miraculoLifly difeovered, the night before it was 
to be executed ; and fo the furprifal of that caftle 
prevented ; and the principal confpirators, who had 
the charge of it, apprehended. In the other parts of 
the kingdom they obferved the time appointed, not 
hearing of the misfortunes of their friends at Dublin. 

A general infurrefilion of the Irifh fpread itfelf over 
the whole country, in fuch an inhuman and barbarous 
manner, that there were forty or fifty thoufand of the 
Englilh Proteftants murdered, before they fufpefiled 
themfelves to be in any danger, or could provide for 
their defence, by drawing together into towns, or 
flrong houfes. 

VOL. I. p. 4. H h 
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From Dublin, the Lords Juftices, and Council, 
difpatched their letters by an exprefs (the fame man 
who had made the difcovery, one Oconelly, who had 
formerly been a fervant to Sir John Clotworthy) to 
London, to the Earl of Leicefter, then Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland. From the parts of the north, and 
Ulfter, an exprefs was fent to the King himfelf, at 
Edinburgh ; and the King’s letters from thence, to 
the two Houfes, arrived within Icfs than two days af- 
ter the meflenger from Dublin. 

It was upon a Sunday night, that the letters from 
Dublin came to the Earl of Leicefter ; who immedi- 
ately caufed the Council to be fummoned, and, as 
foon as it was met, informed them of the condition 
of Ireland; that is, fomuch as thofe letters contained: 
which were written, when little more was known 
than the difcovery at Dublin ; and what the confpi- 
rators had confefled upon their examinations. The 
Iloufe of Peers had then adjourned itfelf to the 
Wednefday following ; but the Houfe of Commons 
were to meet on the next day, Monday morning ; 
and the Council rcfolved, “that they would in a body 
“ go to the Iloufe of Commons, as foon as it fate, 
“ and inform them of it which they did ; notice 
being ftrft given to the Houfe, “ that the Lords of 
“ the Council had fome matters of importance to im- 
“ part to them, and were above in the Painted Cham- 
“ ber ready to come to them whereupon, chairs 
were fet in the Houfe for them to repofe themfelves, 
Jf)®^J^j„“_and tlie Serjeant fent to condudl them. As foon as 
cii acquaint fjjgy entered the Houfe, the Speaker defired them 
of Com- to fit down ; and then being covered, Littleton, 

mons with iiioi i-ri 

the news, Lotd Keeper, told the Speaker, “ that the Lord 
ofLm'd^not" Lieutenant of Ireland, having received letters from 

fitting. fc 
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the Lords Juftices and Council there, had communi- 
“ cated them to the Council ; and fince the Houfe of 
Peers was not then fitting, they had thought fit, for 
“ the importance of the letters, to impart them to that 
‘‘ Houfe and fo referred the bufinefs to the Lord 
Lieutenant ; who, without any enlargement, only 
read the letters he had received, and fo the Lords de- 
parted from the Houfe. 

There was a deep filence in the Houfe, and a kind of 
conftcrnation ; moft men’s heads having been intoxi- 
cated, from their firft meeting in Parliament, with 
imaginations of plots, and treafonable defigns, through 
the tliree kingdoms. The affair itfelf feemed to be 
out of their cognizance ; and the communication of 
it ferved only to prepare their thoughts, what to do 
when more fhould be known ; and when they fliould 
hear what the King thought fit to be done. And 
when the King’s letters arrived, they were glad the 
news had come to him, when he had fo good Council 
about him to advifc him what to do. 

The King was not then informed of what had been 
difcovered at Dublin : but the letters out of Ulftcr 
(which he fent to the Parliament) gave him notice “ of 
“ a general infurredlion in the north ; and of the in- 
“ human murders committed there, upon a multitude 
“ of the Proteftants ; and that Sir Phelim O’Neil ap- 
“ peared as their General and Commander in chief.” 

Upon which his Majefty writ to the two Houfes, iiisMajefty 
that he was fatisfied that it was no rafh infurredlion, nvo"rVo°u(es 
“ but a formed rebellion ; which mufl: be profecuted 
“ with a fharp war ; the conducing and profecuting 
“ whereof *he wholly committed to their care and 
“ wifdom, and depended upon them for the carrying 
it on ; and that for the prefcnt he had caufed a 

H h 3 “ ftrong 
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“ ftrong regiment of fifteen hundred foot, under good 

officers, to be tranfported out of Scotland into Ul- 
“ fter, for the relief of thofe parts which were upon 
the matter wholly inhabited by Scots and Irifh ; there 
being fewer Englifh there, than in any part of Ire- 
land. 

This fell out to their wifh ; and thereupon they 
made a committee of both Houfes, “ for the confi- 
“ deration of the affairs of Ireland, and providing for 
“ the fupply of men, arms, and money, for the fup- 
“ prefling that rebellion;” the Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland being one of the committee, which fate every 
morning in the Painted Chamber ; and the Lord 
Lieutenant firft communicated all the letters he re- 
ceived, to them to be confultcd on, and to be thence 
reported to the two Houfes ; which were hereby pof- 
felfed of a large power and dependence ; all men ap- 
plying themfelves to them, that is, to the chief leaders, 
for their preferments in that war : the mifehief where- 
of, though in the beginning little taken notice of, was 
afterwards felt by the King very fenlibly. 

Thefe concurrent circumftances much altered and 
fupprcHed tliat good humour and fpirit the Houfes 
were well difpofed to meet in ; and the angry men, 
who were difappointed of the preferments they ex- 
pedfed, and had promifed themfelves, took all occa- 
lions, by their emiffaries, to infinuate into the minds 
of the people, that this rebellion in Ireland was 
“ contrived and fomented by the King, or, at leaff, 
“ by the Queen, for the advancement of Popery ; and 
“ that the rebels publifhed and declared, that they 
“ had the King’s authority for all they did which 
calumny, though without the leaft fhadow or colour 
of truth, made more imprelfion upon the minds of 

fober 
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fober and moderate men (who till that time had much 
difliked the paffionate proceedings of the Parliament) 
than could be then imagined, or can yet be believed. 

So great a prejudice, or want of reverence, was uni- 
verfally contracted againft the Court, efpecially the 
Queen, whofe power and aCtivity was thought too 
great. 

Shortly after the beginning of the Parliament, there ^ commit* 

^ . tec revived 

had been a committee appointed, “ to prepare and for drawinj 
draw up a general remonftrance of the Rate of the ftmuc™”"' 
“ kingdom, and the particular grievances it had fuf- 
" tained but it fcarce met, or was ever after fpoken 
of. But now, the Houfes no fooner met after their re- 
cefs, than Mr. Strode (one of the fierceft men of the 
party, and of the party only for his fiercenefs) moved, 

“ that that committee might be revived, and ordered 
“ to meet for which, of courfe, a time and place 
was appointed : by which men ealily difeerned, that 
nothing of their fury was abated, but rather increafed, 
in that they found their credit every day lelTened in 
the Houfe, by the oppofition and contradiction they 
fuftained. And they being thus difquieted ; and 
knowing little ; and fo doubting much ; every day 
feemed to them to produce a new difeovery, of fome 
new treafon and plot againft the kingdom. One day, 

“ a letter from beyond feas, of great forces prepared to 
“ invade England;” another, “ of fome attempt upon 
the life of Mr. Pym and no occafion omitted to 
fpeak of the evil council about the King ; when fcarce 
a counfellor durft come near him, or be fufpeCled to 
hear from him. 

After fome days, a new bill was prefented to the a new biu 
Houfe of Commons, “ for the taking away tlie Bi-Houieof 
ftiops’ votes in Parliament ; and for difabling them » take 

„ I, 5 u tn 
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" to exercife any temporal office in the kingdom 
againft which was objected, “ that it was contrary to 
“ the courfe and order of Parliament, that any bill 
that had been rejefted fhould be again preferred 
“ the fame feffion ; and therefore it ought not to be 
“ fo much as read to which nothing was replied 
but noife ; and'‘ that this bill varied in fome claufes 
from the former ; and that the good of the king- 
“ dom abfolutely depended upon it and fo, by the 
majority of voices, it was ordered to be read ; and after- 
w'ards, without any very conlidcrable oppolition, palled 
the Houfc, and was tranfmitted to the Lords : the 
greateft argument being, “ that their intermeddling 
“ with temporal affairs was inconliftent with, and de- 
“ fi;ru6live to, the exercife of their fpiritual func- 
tion.” Whilft their reformation, both in Scotland 
and this kingdom, was driven on by no men fo much 
as thofe of their Clergy, who were their inflruments. 
As, without doubt, the Archbiffiop of Canterbury had 
never fo great an influence upon the counfels at 
Court, as Dr. Burgefs and Mr. Marlhal had then 
upon the Houfes ; neither did all the Bifhops of 
Scotland together To much meddle in temporal af- 
fairs, as Mr. Henderfon had done. 

The King There being at this time the bifhopricks of Wor- 
veiVvLant ccftcr, Lincoln, Exeter, Chichefter, and Briftol, void 
in^ngi'and. ^^7 Of tranflatioii ; the King, during the time of 

his being in Scotland, collated to thofe fees, Dr. Pri- 
deaux, the King’s Profeffor of Divinity in Oxford ; 
Dr. Winniff, Dean of St. Paul’s ; Dr. Brownerigg, 
Mailer of Catharine-Hall in Cambridge ; Dr. Henry 
King, Dean of Litchfield and Dr. Wellfield, of Great 
St. Bartholomew's, London ; all of great eminency in 
the Church ; frequent preachers j and not a man, to 

whom 
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whotil the faults of the then governing Clergy were 
imputed, or againft whom the leaft objedlion could be 
made. 

As foon as the Houfe of Commons heard of this thc Com. 
defignation of his Majefty’s, (having then newly the tended at it, 
fecond time fent up to the Houfe of Peers their bill 
to remove Bifhops from thence), they were much 
troubled, that, at a time when they refolved to take 
away the old, the King fhould prefume to make new 
Bifhops ; and to create fo many voices to aflift the 
other ; and therefore they urged very earneftly, “ that 
“ the Lords might be moved to join with them, in 
“ fending to the King, to make no new Bifhops till 
“ the controverfy fhould be ended about the govern- 
“ ment of the Church which appeared fo unrea- 
fonable, that the wifeft of them who wifhed it, appre- 
hended no poffibility, that the Lords would join with 
them ; or, if they did, that the King would be pre- 
vailed with. However, being glad to find their com- 
panions had fo much mettle, after a long debate, the 
major part carried it, “ that a committee fhould be 
“ appointed to draw up reafons to give the Lords, to 
“ concur with them in that defire to the King but, 
after that, moved that flone no further. 

In all debates of this nature, where the law, reafon, 
and common fenfe, were diredlly oppofite to what 
they propofed, they fuffered thofe who differed from 
them in opinion, and purpofes, to fay what they ■ 
thought fit in oppolition ; and then, without vouch- 
fafing to endeavour their fatisfa6lion, called impor- 
tunately for the queftion ; well knowing that they 
had a pliftality of voices to concur with them, in 
whatfoever they defired. I remember, in this laft bu- 
ll h 4 finefs. 
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fincfs, when it was voted that a committee fhould be 
named to draw up reafons, many of thofe who had 
during the debate pofitively argued againft the thing, 
were called upon to be of that committee; and, 
amongft them, the Lord Falkland, and Mr. Hyde, 
who flood tip, and “ defired to be excufed from that 
“ fervice, where they could be of no ufe ; having 
“ given fo many reafons againft it, that they could 
“ not apprehend any could be given for it ; therefore 
“ thought the w'ork would be better done, if thofe, 
who had fatisfied themfelves with the reafonablenefs 
of wliat they wifhed, would undertake the convert- 
“ ing and difpofing of other men.” There was a gen- 
tleman who fat by, (Mr. Bond of Dorchefter ; very 
fevere,and refolved, againft the Church and the Court), 
who, with much paffion and trouble of mind, faid to 
them, “ For God’s fake be of the committee ; you 
“ know none of our fide can give reafons which 
made thofe that overheard him fmilc, though he 
fpokc it fuddenly, and upon obfervation that the 
leaders were not then in the Houfe. Otherwife, it 
cannot be denied, thofe who condudfed them, and 
were the contrivers of the mifehief, were men of 
great parts, and unfpeakable induftry ; and their fi- 
lence in fome debates proceeded partly from pride, 
that it might appear their reputation and intereft 
had an influence upon the fenfe of the Houfe, 
againft any rhetoric or logic : but principally from 
the policy they were obliged to ufe : for though they 
could have given a pregnant reafon for the moft ex- 
travagant overture they ever made, and evinced it, 
that it was the proper way to their end ; ‘yet, it not 
being time to difeover their purpofes, (how apparent 

foever 
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foever they were to difcerning men), they were necef- 
farily to give no reafons at all ; or fuch as were not 
the true ones. 

This Rratagem failing, of flopping the creation of 
the new Bifhops, they endeavour by all means to 
haften the Houfe of Peers to difpatch the work before 
them, before they fhould be qualified (their eledlions, 
confirmations, and confecrations, and other ceremo- 
nies, fpending much time) to increafe the number of 
the oppofers ; and for the better doing thereof, with 
great confidence, they demand of the Lords, “ that 
“ no recufant Lord, or any Bifhop, might have a vote 
“ in the palling that atfl : the laft being parties ; and 
“ the other not fuppofed competent judges on the behalf 
“ of the kingdom.” But, when they found that logic 
could not prevail, (the demand being indeed fo fcan- 
dalous, that the Houfe of Peers, if they had not been 
fatally mifled, mull have refented it as a high pre- 
fumption, and infolent breach of privilege), with more 
formality and colour, though as unreafonably, they 
prelTed, “ that thofe thirteen Bilhops, whom they had 
“ before impeached, for making the late Canons ; and 
“ upon whom their Lordfhips themfelves had pafled 
“ fevere votes,” (fuch indeed as were fitter for accu- 
fers than judges, unparliamentary and unprecedented), 
“ might be fequefiered from the Houfe, till they 

fhould be brought to judgment.” And for this, 
they found lawyers in their Houfe, who, proftituting 
the dignity and learning of their profeflion, to the 
cheap and vile affedlation of popular applaufe, were 
not afhamed to aver cuftom and law for their fenfelefs 
propofitiorf. But the Houfe of Peers was not yet de- 
luded enough, or terrified, (though too many amongft 

them 
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them paid an implicit devotion to the Houfe of Com- 
mons), to comply in this unreafonable demand. 
Theanimo. And here I cannot but with grief and wonder re- 
time bc-^'*^niember the virulency and animolity expreffed at that 
upon all occafions, by many of good knowledge 
yersand Jjj {jjg exccllcnt and wife profeffion of the common 
Church- law, towatds the Church and Churchmen ; taking all 
duccd great opportunities, uncharitably, to improve luiftakes into 
miiduUi. unreafonably, to transfer and impute the 

follies and faults of particular men, to the malignity 
of their order and function ; and fo whet and fharpen 
the edge of the law, to wound the Church in its jurif- 
didlion ; and at laft to cut it up by the roots, and 
clcmolifh its foundation. It cannot be denied, that 
the peevifh fpirits of fome Clergymen have taken 
great pains to alienate that profeffion from them j and 
others as unlkilfully (finding that in former times, 
when the religion of the State was a vital part of its 
policy, many Churchmen were employed eminently in 
the civil government of the kingdom) imputed their 
wanting thofe ornaments their predeceflbrs wore, to 
the power and prevalency of the lawyers ; of whom, 
fome principal men, in all times, they could not but 
obferve to have been their avowed enemies ; and fo 
believed the flraitening and confining the profeflion of 
the common law, muft naturally'’ extend and enlarge 
the jurifdidlion of the Church. Thence arofe their 
bold and unwarrantable oppofing and protefting 
againft prohibitions, and other proceedings at law, 
on the behalf of ecclefiaftical courts ; and the pro- 
curing fome orders and privileges from the King, on 
the behalf of the civil law ; even with ati exclufion 
of the other ; as the Archbifhop of Canterbury pre- 
vailed 
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vailed with the King to dired:, ‘‘ that half the Mafters 
“ of the Chancery Ihould be always civil lawyers j” 
and to declare, “ tliat no others, of what condition fo- 
ever, fhoukl ferve him as Mafters of Requeft.” 
All which was a great miftake : for, befides the flop- 
ping prohibitions was an envious breach upon the 
juftice of the kingdom ; which, at fome time or other, 
will flill be too hard for the ftrongeft oppofers and 
opprefibrs of it ; I could never yet knov/, why the 
Doftors of tlie civil law were more of kin to the Bi- 
fhops, cr the Cliurch, than the common Lawyers were. 
To fay that their places were in the Bifhops’ difpofal, 
as ChancellorSj^CommiflTarles, and the like ; and, there- 
fore, that their perfons were more like to be at their 
difpofal too, at leaft, to pay them greater reverence, 
concludes nothing : for the Clergy had opportunity 
enough to oblige and create an equal dependence 
from the profeffion of the common law ; and I am 
perfuaded, the ftewardfhips to Bilhops, and of the 
lands of the Church, which were to be managed by 
the rules of the common law, were not much inferior 
in profit to all the chancellorfhips in England. And 
then, if, where the policy may confift with juftice, it 
is no ill meafure in making friendfhips, to look into, 
and compare, the power of doing hurt, or doing 
good ; it is apparent, that the civil law in this king- 
dom had not, in the leaft degree, the ability to help 
or to hurt the Church, in any exigency, as the com- 
mon law had ; whofe profeflTors had always, by their 
interefts, experience, and reputation, fo great an in- 
fluence upon the civil ftate, upon court and country, 
that they were notable friends or enemies. And the 
dependence of the Church, as to their inheritance and 
eftates, (except their minute tythes), was entirely upon 

the 
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the law ; being only determinable by thofc riiles, by 
which they have feldom received eminent injuftice. 
And truly, I have never yet fpoken with one Clergy- 
man, who hath had the experience of both litigations, 
that hath not ingenuoufly confefled, he had rather, 

in the refpeft of his trouble, charge, and fatisfac- 
“ tion to his underftanding, have three fuits depend- 
‘‘ ing in Weftminfter Hall, than one in the Arches, 

or any ecclefiaftical court.” 

The particulars above mentioned were, I confefs, 
to vulgar minds, great provocations and temptations 
to revenge ; and, therefore, I do not at all wonder, 
that, in the great herd of the commori>lawyers, many 
pragmatical fpirits, whofe thoughts and obfervations 
have been contracted to the narrow limits of the few 
books of that profeffion, or within the narrower cir- 
cle of the Bar-oratory, fhould go along with the 
Itrcam, in the womanilh art of inveighing againft per- 
fons, when they fliould be reforming things : and 
that fome, by degrees, having found the benefit of 
being of that opinion, (for we all remember, when 
Papift and Puritan lawyers got more money than their 
neighbours, for the private opinions they were of ; 
not what they delivered in public), grew, at laft, to 
have fits of confcience in earnefi ; and to believe, that 
a parity in the Church was necellary to religion, and 
not like to produce a parity in the State ; of which 
doflrine, if they had been then fufpeCled, they would 
quickly have been afliamed of fuch divinity. 

But, that learned and unbiafled (I mean unpro- 
voked) men, in that fcience of our law, who knew 
the frame and conlritution of the kingdord, and that 
the Bifhops were no Icfs the reprefentative body of 
the Clergy, than the Iloufe of Commons was of the 

people ; 
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people and, confequently, that the depriving them 
of voice in Parliament, was a violence, and removing 
landmarks, and not a fhaking (which might fettle 
again) but diflblving foundations ; which muft leave 
the building unfafe for habitation ; that fuch men, who 
knew the eccleliaftical and civil ftate was fo wrought and 
interwoven together, and, in truth, fo incorporated in 
each other, that the one could not long continue in 
profpcrity without the other ; and that the profdlors 
of the law were never at fo great a height, as even in 
this time that they fo unjuffly envied the greatnefs of 
the Church : and, lallly, that they, who might well 
know, that the great and unwieldy body of the Clergy, 
confifting of fuch different tempers, humours, incli- 
nations, and abilities, and which inevitably will have 
fo ftrong an influence upon the nature and affediions 
of the people, could never be regulated and governed 
by any magiffrates, but of themfelves ; nor by any rules, 
but of fuch power as the Bifhops excrcifed ; whom 
(befides all arguments of piety, and fubmiffion fo an- 
tiquity) the experience of the bleffed times fince the 
Reformation, not to be paralleled in any nation under 
heaven, declared to be the moft happy managers of 
that power, whatfoever ranknefs and excrefccnce 
might have proceeded from fome branches : I fay, 
that thefe knowing and difeerning men (for fuch I 
muft confefs there have been) fhould believe it pofTi- 
ble for them to flouriflr, or that the law itfelf would 
have the fame refpe<ft and veneration from the peo- 
ple, when the well difpofed fabric of the Church 
fhould be rent afunder, (which, without their adfivity 
and fkill in* confufion, could never have been com- 
pafled), hath been to me an inftance of the Divine 
anger againft the pride of both, in fuffering them to 

be 
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be the fatal engines of breaking one another : Whereas 
neither could have been opprefled by any other 
ftrcngth or power but their own. 

And I cannot but fay, to the profeflbrs of that 
great and admirable myftery, the common law, (upon 
which no man looks with more alfedlion, reverence, 
and fubmiffion), who feem now, by the fury and ini- 
quity of the time, to Hand upon the ground they have 
won, and to be juafters of the field ; and, it may be, 
wear fome of the trophies and fpoils they have ra- 
vilhed from the opprefled ; that they have yet but 
fharpened weapons for others to wound them ; and 
that their own arguments and eloquence may be, one 
time or other, applied to their own deftrudlion. Andi 
therefore, if they have either piety to repent and re^ 
deem the ill that they have wrought, or policy to pre- 
ferve their own condition from contempt, and them- 
felves from being flaves to the moft abje6t of the 
people, they will at length wind up the Church and 
the Law into one and the fame intereft j and, by a 
firm and fteady purfuit, endeavour to fix both on the 
fame foundation, from whence they have been fo vio- 
lently difturbed. 

3y this time the King was as weary of Scotland, as 
he had been impatient to go thither ; finding all 
things propofed to him, as to a vanquiflied perfon, 
without confideration of his honour, or his interefi: ; 
and having not one counfellor about him, but the 
Duke of Lenox, (who from the beginning carried 
himfelf by the moll exa6l rules of honour, gratitude, 
and fidelity to him), and very few followers, who had 
either afFedlion to his perfon, or refpedt to his ho- 
nour. 

That, which Ihould have been an a6l of oblivion. 


was 
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was made a defence and juftification of wliatfoever 
they had done : their firft tumults, and eredting their 
tables in oppofition to, and at laid fupprefHng, botli 
courts of juftice and feffion ; and the adfs and orders 
of thofe tables, declared to be “ the effeits of their 
“ duty to, his Majcfty ; and according to the law of 
the land and fo all thofe, who according to their 
allegiance had oppofed and refifted them , on the be- 
half of his Majefty, and were qualified by his Ma- 
jefty’s commiflions, were adjudged criminal ; and the 
only perfons excepted from pardon, and exempted 
from the benefit of that oblivion. 

The feditious afls of that aflembly, which liad ex- 
pelled all Bilhops, and the canonical Clergy, from be- 
ing members of that aflembly ; and aflirmed them- 
felvcs to have a power “ to infliefl: the cenfures of the 
Church upon his Majcfty himfelf were declared 
to be lawful, and according to the conftitution of 
the kingdom ; and the government of the Church 
by Archbifliops and Bifliops, declared to be againfl. 
“ the Word of God ; and they condemned as ene- 
“ mies to the propagation of the true reformed Pro- 
“ teftant religion ; and therefore to be utterly abo- 
“ lifhed ; and their lands given to the King, his heirs, 
“ and fucceflbrs.” 

In confideration of the King’s neceflary abfence 
from that his native kingdom, it was thought fit, 
“ that the full and abfolute government tliereof 
fliould be committed to the Lords of the Secret 
“ Council ; who were likewife made confervators of 
“ tlie peace of the two kingdoms, during the intervals 
of Parliaments and thofe Lords and confervators 
“ were then, and ftill, to be named by Parliament, 
“ which was once in three years to affemble upon a 

“ day 
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“ day certain, without any fummons from the King, 
“ if lie neglefted to publifh fuch fummons ; and, 
upon the fame reafon, all great officers, as Chancel- 
“ lor, Treafurer, Secretary, and the reft, nominated by 
“ Parliament ; and in the interval by the Lords of the 
Secret Council j” without fo much as being con- 
cerned to have his Majefty’s approbation. 

All which adls, and whatfoever elfe they were pleafed 
to prefent to him, concerning Church or State, the 
King confirmed ; and thereby made the Lord Low- 
den, who had been the principal manager of the re- 
bellion, Chancellor of Scotland ; and created him like- 
wife an Earl ; and conferred the other great offices, as 
he was directed : then he made the Earl of Argyle 
(for he was ftill trufted with conferring of honours) 
Marquis ; their great General, Lefly, Earl of Leven ; 
and their Lieutenant-General, Earl of Calendar j and 
conferred other honours on perfons, according to the 
capacity and ability they had in doing him mifehief : 
and, laftly, (leaving all his own party barely to live, 
for he had procured a pardon for them from the Par- 
liament, upon condition “ They came not near the 
King's prefence ; nor received any benefit from 
“ him, without their approbation”), his Majefty gave 
all the lands of the Church, which had been devolved 
to him by its ruin, and whatfoever he had elfe to give, 
in that kingdom, to thofe who had difeovered it not 
to be in good hands before : fo that he feemed to have 
made that progrefs into Scotland, only that he might 
make a perfedl deed of gift of that kingdom ; which 
he could never have done, fo abfolutely, without go- 
ing thither. And fo, having nothing rfiore to do 
there, he begun his journey towards England about 
the middle of November, 


It 
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It Is not to be doubted, in confideration of tliofe 
extravagant conceffions, they made as extravagant 
promifes to the King; that, by their loyal and dutiful 
comportment, his Majefty fhould find no diminution 
of his power ; that he Ihould have the entire obedi- 
ence of that nation, to preferve his full rights and re- 
galities in England ; and to reduce Ireland : the Earl 
of Leven telling him, (as Marquis Hamilton alTurcd 
me, in his hearing) “ that he would not only never 
“ more ferve againft him, but that whenever his Ma- 
jefiy would require his fervice, he fhould have it, 

“ without ever afking what the caufe was and 
many of them whifpering in his ear, and affuring him, 

“ that as foon as the troubles of the late flrorm could 
be perfectly calmed, they would reverfe and repeal 
whatfoever was now unreafonably extorted from 
“ him.” And his Majefty having never received any 
confiderable profit from Scotland, cared the lefs for 
what he parted with there ; and, it may be, being re- 
folved they fhould be no more charge to him in his 
Court here, (for furely he had then very hard thoughts 
of a great part of the nation), he believed he fhould 
favc more in this kingdom, than he had given in that ; 
and he made no doubt, but that they were fo full fed 
now, that they would not ftir from home again, till 
the temper and affedion of his people here fliould be 
better difpofed for their reception. 

But his Majefty never confidered, or not foon 
enough, that they could not reafonably hope to keep 
what they had fo ill got, but by the fame arts by which 
they were fuch gainers ; and there cannot be a furer 
evidence of the continuance of an enemy, than the 
having received injuries from him, of a nature that do 
not ufe to be forgiven. Neither did he fulficiently 
VOL. J. P. 2. 1 i weigh 
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weigh the unfpeakable encouragement, and, in fome 
particulars, the reafonable pretence the fa6tiou3 party 
liere would have, from the profperous wickednels of 
thofe there. And, it is certain, their number from 
thenceforth increafed wonderfully ; the enemies of 
the Church prefuming their work was more than half 
done, when the King himfelf had declared, (for his 
confent to that adl they would cafily make appear to 
be fucli) “ that the government by Archbifhops, and 
“ Bilhops, was againft the Word of God, and the pro- 
pagation of religion.” Many concluding the King 
would at laft yield to any thing, put themfelves in 
company of the boldeft and moft pofitive alkers ; and 
fome, who in their hearts abhorred what the Scots had 
done, yet difdaining to be over-witted by them ; and 
that they fhould get more for themfelves, and receive 
a greater argument of the King’s truft, than we of this 
nation; out of pure malice to.them, refolved to do the 
fame things with them ; and fo joined and concurred 
in any exorbitancies. All which the King too late difeo- 
vered, by the entertainment he received upon his return. 
The com- About the time the news came of the King’s begin- 
the'rcmon- ning his joumcy from Scotland upon a day appointed j 
make 'heir fcttlcd all things in that kingdom to 

th^Houfe general latisfadfion ; the committee for preparing 
of Com- the remonftrance offered their report to the Houfe ; 
which caufed the draught tlicy offered to be read. 
It contained a very bitter reprefentation of all the 
illegal things which had been done, from the firft 
liour of the King’s coming to the crown, to that mi* 
nute ; with all the lharp refledtions which could be 
made, upon the King himfelf, the Queen* and Coun- 
cil ; and publifhed all the unreafonable jcaloufies of 
the prefent government, of the introducing Popery ; 

and 
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and all other particulars, that might difturb the minds 
of the people : which were enough difcompofed. 

The IToufe fcemed generally to diflike it ; many 
faying, that it was very unneceflary, and unfeafon- 
able: unnecefTary, all thofe grievances being already 
fully redreflcd ; and the liberty and property of the 
fubjeft being as well fecured for the future, as could 
poffibly be done : and unfeafonable, after the King 
had gratified them, with granting every thing which 
they had defired of him ; and after fo long abfence, 
in the fettling the diforders in another kingdom, 
which he had liappily compofed i to be now wel- 
corned home with fuch a volume of reproaches, for 
what others liad done amifs, and which he Iiim- 
felf liad reformed.” Notwithftanding all wliich, all 
the other party appeared pallionately concerned that 
it might not be rejeded ; and enlarged themfclves 
with as high expreffions againft the government, as at 
firft ; with many Infinuations, that we were in dan- 
ger of being deprived of all the good ads which we 
had gained, if great care and vigilance were not 
iifed, to difappoint fome counfels which were ftill 
entertained making fome doubtful glances and 
refledions upon the rebellion in Ireland, (with which 
they perceived many good men were eahly amufed), 
and in the end prevailed, that a day fhould be ap- 
pointed, when the Iloufe fhould be refolved into a 
committee of the whole Houfe, and the remon^ 
ftrance to be then retaken into confideration : and 
in the mean time they employed all their credit and 
intereft witlj particular men, to perfuade them, that 
the pafling that remonftrance was moft neceffary, 
for the prefervaiion and maintenance of all thofe 
good laws which they had already made ^ giving 
1 i a . ieveral 
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fevcral reafons to feveral perfons, according to their 
natures and inclinations ; alluring many, “ that they 
“ intended it only for the mortification of the Court, 
“ and manifeftation that that malignant party, which 
appeared to be growing up in the Houfe, could not 
“ prevail and then “ that it fhould remain ftill in 
the clerk’s hands, and never be publifhed.” 

And by thcfe, and the like arts, they promifed 
themfelves, that they fhould eafily carry it ; fo that 
the day it was to be refumed, they entertained the 
Houfe all the morning with other debates, and to- 
wards noon called for the remonftrancc ; and it being 
tirged by fome, “ that it was too late to enter upon 
“ it, with much difficulty they confented, that it 
“ fhould be entered upon the next morning at nine of 
“ the clock ; and every claufe fhould be debated, the 
“ Speaker in the chair j” for they would not have 
the Houfe rcfolvcd into a committee, which they be- 
lieved would fpend too much time. Oliver Crom- 
vvell (who, at that time, was little taken notice of) 
alked the Lord Falkland, “ Why lie would have it put 
“ off, for that day would quickly have determined 
it ?” He anfw'ered, “ There would not have been 
“ time enough, for furc it would take fome debate.’' 
The other replied, “ A very forry one they fuppof- 
ing, by the computation they had made, that very 
few would oppofe it. 

But he quickly found he was miftaken : for the 
next morning, the debate being entered upon about 
pine of the clock, iCcontinued all that day ; and can- 
dles being called for when it grew dark, (neither fide 
being very defirous to adjourn it till the next day ; 
though it was evident, very many withdrew them- 
felves out of pure faintoefs and difability to attend 

the 
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the conclufion), the debate continued, till it was after 
twelve of the clock, with much paffion ; and the 
Houfe being then divided, upon the palling or not 
palling it, it was carried in the affirmative, by nine car- 
votes, and no more ; and as foon as it was declared, voicet.. 
Mr. Hambden moved, “ that there might be an or- 
“ der entered for the prcfent printing it which 
produced a fharper debate than the former. It ap- 
peared then, that they did not intend to fend it up to the 
Houfe of Peers for their concurrence ; but that it was 
upon the matter an appeal to the people ; and to infufe 
jealoulies into their minds. It had feldom been the cuf- 
tom to publiffi any debates, or determinations of the 
Houfe, which were not regularly firll tranfmitted to 
the Houfe of Peers ; nor w'as it thought, in truth^ 
that the Houfe had authority to give warrant for the 
printing of any thing; all which was offered by Mr. 

Hyde, with fome warmth, as foon as the motion was 
made for the printing it : and he faid, “ he believed 
“ the printing it in that manner was not lawful ; and 
“ he feared it would produce mifehievous effedls ; 

and therefore delired the leave of the Houle, that 
“ if the queftion Ihould be put, and be carried in 
“ the affirmative, that he might have liberty to enter 
“ his proteltation which he no fooner faid, than 
Jeffery Palmer (a man of great reputation, and much 
efteemed in the Houfe) flood up, and made the fame 
motion for himfelf, that he might likewife proteft.” 

Many afterwards, without diltindlion, and in fome dif- 
order, cried out together, “ Tlj|||r did protefl; fo 
that there was after fcarce any quiet and regular 
debate. But the Houfe by degrees being quieted, 
they all confented, about two of the clock in the 
morning, to adjourn till two of the clock the next 

I i 3 afternoon. 
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afternoon. And as they went out of the Houfe, the 
Lord I’aikLind afked Oliver Cromwell, “ whether 
“ there had been a debate ?” to which he anfwered, 
“ he would take his word another time and whif- 
pered him in the ear, with fome affeveration, “ that 
“ if the remonfl: ranee had been rejcdled, he would 
“ have fold all he had the next morning, and never 
“ have feen England more ; and he knew there were 
“ many other honeft men of the fame refolution.” 
So near was the poor kingdom at that time to its de- 
liverance. 

However they got this vitdory, they did not in a 
long time recover the fpirits they loft, and the agony 
they had fu.dained, whilft it was in fulpenfe ; and 
they difeerned well enough, that the Moufe had not, 
at that time, half its members prefent ; though they 
liad provided, that not a man of their parry was ab- 
fent ; and that they had even carried it by the hour 
of the night, whicli drove away a greater number of 
old and inftrm oppofers, than would have made thofe 
of tlie negative fuperior in number : lb that they had 
little ht>pe, in a fuller Iloufe, to prevail in any of 
their unjuft dciigns, except they found fome other 
e -pedient, by hopes or fears, to work upon the aflec- 
tions of the feveral members. 

In order to which, tliey fpent nioft part of the next 
day in their private confultations, how to chaftife 
fome of thofe who oft'ended them the day before ; 
and refolved in tlie firft place, not to lufFer that pre- 
cedent to be intrc^ced into the Houle, “ that men 
“ fliould proteft a^nft the fenfe of the Houfe 
which, it is true, had not been ufed in the Houfe of 
Commons. This fubjedl was the more grateful to 
them, becaufe they Ihould heartily take revenge upon 

Mr. 
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Mr. Hyde, whom they perfedlly hated ; and to whofe 
adlivity they imputed the trouble they had iuftained 
the day before; and he was the firft who made the 
proteftation, that is, afked leave to do it ; which pro- 
duced tlie other fubfequent clamour, that was indeed 
in fome diibrder. But here they differed amongft 
tliemfelves ; all the leading violent men, who bore 
the greateft fway, were moft glad of the occafion, as 
it gave them opportunity to be rid of Mr. Hyde, 
which they paflionately delired ; but Sir John Ho- 
tham, Cholmondley, and Stapleton (who never fe- 
vered, and had a numerous train attending their mo- 
tions) remembered the fervice Mr. Hyde had done 
againft the court of York, (the overthrowing whereof 
was tlicir peculiar glory), and would not confent that 
they fhould queffion him ; but were ready to concur 
with them in the profecution of any other of the 
protefters ; whereof there was number enough. This 
made fo great a difference amongft them, that for the 
prefent they agreed no further, than “ that tliey would 
“ that afternoon only provide, that the next morning 
“ they would fall upon that matter and then they 
might confult togetlier at night, what perfon they 
would facrifice. 

About three of the clock, when the Houfe met, 
Mr. Pym “ lamented the diforder of the night before, 
“ wliich, he faid, might probably have engaged the 
“ Houfe in blood, and had proceeded principally 
“ from the offering a proteftation, which had never 
“ before been offered in that Houfe, and was a tranf- 

greftion that ought to be feverely examined, that 
“ mifehief .might not rcfult hereafter from that pre- 
“ cedent : and therefore propofed, that the Houfe 
“ would the next morning enter upon that examina- 

1 i 4 tioji ; 
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“ tion ; and in the mean time, men might recolledl 
“ themfelves, and they, who ufed to take notes, might 
“ perufe their memorials ; that the perfons who were 
“ the chief caufes of the diforder might be named, 
“ and defend themfelves the bcft they could and 
with this refolution the Houfe arofe ; the vexation of 
the night beforfe being ver}^ vihble in the looks and 
countenance of many. Neither that night’s deli- 
beration, nor all the artifice or importunity that could 
be ufed, could remove the obftinate northern men 
from their refolution: they declared pofitively, that, 
“ if they profecuted Mr. Hyde, they, and all their 
“ friends, would engage in his defence which made 
the others rcfolve, not to incur the danger or incon- 
venience of fuch a fchifmj and fo they unanimoufly 
agreed upon another perfon, whom they would accufe. 

The next morning they firfl: enlarged upon the of- 
fence itfelf ; “ of the mifehief it had like to have pro- 
“ duced, and would unavoidably produce, if the cuf- 
“ tom or liberty of it were ever admitted ; that it was 
“ the firfl: time it had ever been offered in that 
“ Houfe; and that care ought to be taken, that it 

fhould be the laif ; by the fevere judgment of the 
“ Houfe, upon thofe perfons who had begun the pre- 
“ fumption.” 

Mr. Hyde, who had then known nothing of the 
private confultation, and had many reafons to believe 
himfelf to be defigned, flood up (notwithfianding 
fome figns made to him at a diftance by his northern 
friends, which he underffood not) and laid, “ It con- 
“ cerned him to juftify what he had done, being the 
" firfl: man who mentioned the proteflatjon upon 
which there was a general noife and clamour “ to 
“ withdraw and as great “ to fpeak he pro- 
ceeded. 
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ceeded, and faid, He was not old enough to know 
“ the ancient cuftoms of that Houfe ; but, that he 
'' well knew, it was a very ancient cuftom in the 

Houfe of Peers ; and leave was never denied there 
“ to any man, who afked that he might proteft, and 
“ enter his diffent, againft any judgment of the 

Houfe, to which he would not be underftood to 
“ have given his confent : that he did not underftand 
“ any reafon, why a Commoner fhould not have the 
“ fame liberty, if he defired not to be involved in 
“ any vote, which he thought might poffibly be in- 
“ convenient to Jiim. That he had not offered his 
“ proteftation againft the remonftrance, though he 
“ had oppofed it all he could, becaufe it remained 
“ ftill within thofe walls; that he had only defired 
“ leave to proteft againft the printing it ; which, he 
“ thought, was not in many refpetfts lawful for them 
“to do ; and might prove very pernicious to the 
“ public peace.” 

They were very much offended with all he faid, 
and his afllirance in fpeaking ; and Mr. Strode could 
not contain himfelf from faying, “ that that gentle- 
“ man had confeffed that he had firft propofed the 
“ proteftation ; and, therefore, defired he might with- 
“ draw which many others likewife called for : 
till Sir John Hotham appeared with fome warmth 
againft it ; and young Hotham, his fon, accufed Jef- 
fery Palmer “ of giving the caufe of diforder, by fay- 
“ ing, I do frotefi, without afking the leave of the 
“ Houfe, and encouraging others to cry out every 
“ man, / do protejt whereupon they all fell into 
^reat noife.and confufion ; and fo, without much 
more difcourfe, Mr. Palmer was called upon “ to ex- 
“ plain which as he was about to do, Mr. Hyde 

(who 
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(who loved him much, and had rather have fuffered 
himfelf, than that he fhould) fpoke to the orders of 
the Houfe ; and faid, “ that it was againft the orders 
“ and practice of the Houfe, that any man fhould be 
“ called upon to explain, for any thing he faid in the 
“ Houfe two days before ; when it could not be pre- 
“ fumed, that his own memory could recollcdf all the 
words he had ufed ; or that any body elfe could 
“ charge him with them ; and appealed to the Houfe, 
“ whether there was any precedent of the like.” And 
there is no doubt, tliere never had been ; and it was 
very irregular. But they were too pofitively refolved 
to be diverted ; till, after two hours debate, he him- 
felf defircd, “ that, to fave the Houfe further trouble, 
“ he might anfwcr, and withdraw which he did. 
When it drew towards night, after many hours de- 
bate, it was ordered, “ that he fhould he committed 
to the Tower the angry men prclling, with all 
their power, “ that he miglit be expelled the Houfe 
having borne him a long grudge, for the civility he 
fliewed in the profccution of the Earl of Strafford; 
that is, that he had not ufed the fame reproachful 
language which the others had done : but they were 
at laft glad to compound for his bare commitment to 
the Tower ; from whence he was within few days en- 
larged, and returned again to the Houfe. In the clofc 
of that day, and the ri-fing of the Houfe, without 
Thf remon- much oppolition, they obtained an order for the 
rtered wTe printing their remonftrance. 

The^fub- That remonftrance, after many claufes and unbe- 
ftince of it. coming expreffions were caft out, contained, “ that 
“ there had been, from the beginning of his Majefty’s 
“ reign, a malignant and pernicious defign, of fub- 
“ verting the fundamental laws and principles of go- 

“ vernment. 



OF THE REBELLION, &c. • 


vernment, upon which the religion and juftice of 
“ the kingdom was eftablifhcd : that the adlors 
“ and promoters thereof were the jefuited Papifts ; 
“ the Bilhops and corrupt part of the Clergy ; and 
“ fuch counfellors and courtiers, as had engaged 
“ themfelves to further the interefts of fomc foreign 
“ princes, or dates, to the prejudice of the King and 
“ State at home ; all which had endeavoured to raile 
“ dilFerenccs and difeontents betwixt the King and his 
“ people, upon quedions of prerogative and liberty ; 
“ to fupprefs the purity of religion, and fuch men as 
“ were bed ad’ceded to it, as the greated impediment 
“ to that change which they thought to introduce ; 
“ to cheridi and maintain thofe opinions in religion, 

which brought ours neared and mod agreeable to 
“ the Papids ; and to continue, multiply, and enlarge 
“ the differences between the Protedants themfelves, 
“ didinguidiing betwxen Protedants and Puritans, by 
“ introducing and countenancing fuch opinions and 
“ ceremonies, as were fitted for accommodation with 
“ Popery ; that fo, of Papids, Arminians, and Liber- 
“ tines, they might compofe a body fit to adl fuch 
“ counfels and refolutions, as were mod conducible to 
“ their own ends : and, ladly, to render the King dif- 
“ afFedled to Parliaments, by Handers and faife im- 
“ putations, and fo putting him upon other ways of 
“ fupply, as of more advantage than the ordinary 
“ courfc of fubfidies, which brought infinite lofs to 
“ the King and people, and caufed the didrafeions 
“ that enfued.” 

They remembered “ the breach of the Parliament 
“ at Oxford, in the fird year of his Majedy’s reign ; 
“ and reproached him with the fruitlefs voyage to 
“ Cadiz, at his fird coming to the Crown ■, the lofs 

“ of 



THE HISTORY 


Rooft IV. 


of Rochelle, by firft fuppreffing their fleet with his 
own royal fhips, by which the Proteftant religion 
in France infinitely fuffered ; the making a war 
with France precipitately, and a peace with Spain, 
without their confent, and fo deferring the caufe of 
the Palatinate ; and with a defign to bring in Ger- 
man horfe, to force the kingdom, by violence, to 
“ fubmit to fuch arbitrary contributions, as fhould be 
“ required of them.” 

They remembered him “ of charging the kingdom 
“ by billetting of foldiers, and by railing of coat and 
^ conduft money for thofe foldiers, in the fecond and 
“ third years of his reign ; of his diflblving the Par- 
liament in his fecond year, after their declaration 
of an intent to grant five fubfidies ; and the exaft- 
ing thofe five fubfidies afterwards by a commiflion 
“ of loan ; upon the refufal whereof, divers gcntle- 
“ men were imprifoned, whereof fome died, by the 
•“ difeafes they contratfled in that imprifonment ; of 
“ great fums raifed by privy-feals ; and of an at- 
tempt to let the excile on foot.” 

Tliey remembered “ the dilTolution of the Parlia- 
“ ment in the fourth year of his reign, and the un- 
“ true and fcandalous declarations thereupon ; the im- 
“ prifoning divers members of that Parliament after 
“ the diliblution, and detaining them clofe prifoners 
“ for words fpoken in Parliament; fentencing and fin- 
“ ing them for thole words ; one of which died in 
“ prilbn, for want of ordinary refrelhment, whofe 
“ blood (they faid) Hill cried fpr vengeance.” 

They reproached his Majefty “ with injullice, op- 
“ preffion, and violence, which, after the itreaking of 
“ that Parliament, broke in upon them, without any 
“ reflraint or moderation with the great fums of 

“ money 
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money iie had exacted throughout the kingdom 
“ for default of knighthood, in the fourth year of his- 
reign ; with the receiving tonnage and poundage 
“ from the death of King James ; and raifing the 
“ book of rates, and laying new impolltions upon 
“ trade ; with the enlargement of forefts, and compo- 
“ fitions thereupon ; the ingrofling gun-powder, and 
“ fuffering none to buy it without licence ; with all 
“ the moft odious monopolies of foap, wine, fait, lea- 
“ tlier, fea-coal, and the reft,” (which had beeni 
granted from his Majefty’s firft coming to the Crown, 
and fome of them before), “ with the new tax of Ihip- 
“ money, and the ill-guarding the feas, and leaving 
“ the merchants naked to the violence of the Turkifh 
“ pirates, notwithftanding that extraordinary and ex- 
“ travagant fupply ; with the vexations upon pre- 
“ tence of nuifances in building, and thereupon raif* 
“ ing great fums of money for licences to build ; and 
of depopulation, that men might pay fines to con- 
“ tinue the fame mifdemeanor; with the feizing the 
“ merchants money in the mint ; and an abominable 
“ projeft of making brafs money.” 

They repeated “ the extravagant Cenfures of the 
“ Star-Chamber, whereby the fubjeft had been op- 
“ prelTed by fines, imprifonments, ftigmatizing, muti- 
“ lations, whippings, pillories, gags, confinements, 
“ banlfhments ; the fevere and illegal proceedings of 
“ the Council-Table, and other new-erefted judicato- 
“ ries ; and the fufpenfions, excommunications, aisd 
“ deprivations of learned and pious mlnifters, by the 
“ High Commiffion Court ; which grew to that ex- 
“ cefs of fliarpnefs and feverity, that they faid it was 
“ not much lefs than the Romifti inquifition.” 

They reproached the King " with the Liturgy and 

“ Canons 
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** Canons fent into Scotland, as an attempt upon the 
“ Proteftant religion ; with the forcing that nation to 
“ raife an army in their own defence, and. railing an 
“ army againft them ; with the pacification, and 
“ breach of that pacification ; that he called a Par- 
“ liament after, in hope to corrupt it, and make it 
countenance the war with Scotland ; which when 
he found it would not do, he difiTohxd it, and tlien 
“ committed members to prifoii ; and compelled men 
“ to lend money againft their wills ; and imprifoned 
“ fuch as refufed.” 

They mentioned “ the fynod held by the Bifhops 
** after the end of the Parliament, and the canons and 
“ oath made by them; ‘the raifing the armies here, 
“ and in Ireland, againft the Scots ; and the liberal 
“ colletftion and contribution from the Clergy, and 
“ the Catholics, towards that war ; all the favours 
“ that had been done to the Papifts ; the reception 
“ and entertainment of Seignior Con, and the Conte 
** Rozetti, by the Queen, from Rome ; and fonae mi- 
“ nifters fent by her Majefty thither.” 

In a word, they left not any error or misfortune 
in government, or any palfionate exercife of power, 
immentioncd, or unprefled ; with the fharpeft and 
nioft pathetical expreffions to afFedf the people, that 
the general obfervation of the wifeft, or the particular 
animolity of the moft difobliged, or ill-afiTedfed per- 
fons, could fuggeft, to the difadvantage of the King, 
from the death of his father, to the unhappy begin- 
ning of the prefent Parliament. 

Then they magnified their own fervi,ces : “ that 
“ having found the kingdom groaning under thefe 
“ difficulties, which feemed to be infuperable, they 
had, by the Divine Providence, overcome them, 

“ all i 
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all ; that they had aholiflied fliip-money, and all 
“ monopolies ; and had taken away that which was 
“ the root of all thofe evils, the arbitrary power of 
“ taxing the fubjeft, pretended to be in the King : 

“ that the living grievances, the evil counfcllors, were 
“ fo quelled, by the juftice done on the Earl of Straf- 
“ ford ; the flight of the Lord Finch, and Secretary 
“ Windebank; theacciifationandimprifonmcnt of the 
“ Archbiflrop of Canterbury, and other delinquents ; 

“ that it was not like to be only an cafe to tlie pre- 
“ font times, but a prefervation to the future.” 

They reckoned up “ all the good laws, and the bc- 
“ nefit the people received by thofe laws ; fpoke of 
“ many good dcligns they had for the benefit of the 
“ kingdom but then complained “ of oppoiitions, 
“ and obftrudfions, and difficulties, with which they 
‘‘ were encountered, and which ftill lay in their way, 
“ with fome ftrength, and much obftinacy; that there 
“ was a malignant party took heart again, that pre- 
“ ferred fome of their own agents and fadfors to de- 
“ grees of honour, and to places of trull and employ- 
“ ment. That they had endeavoured to work in his 
“ Majefly ill impreffions and opinions of their pro- 
“ ccedings ; ‘as if they had done altogether their own 
“ work, and not his ; and had obtained many things 
“ from him prejudicial to the Crown, in rcfpedl of 
“ prerogative and profit. To w'ipe out wliich flander, 
“ they declared, all they had done was for his Ma- 
“ jeffy, his greatnefs, honour, and fupport : that, 
“ when they gave five and twenty thoufand pounds a 
“ month, for the relief of the northern counties, in 
“ the fupport of the Scottifh army, it was given to the 
“ King, for that he was bound to protedl his fub- 
“ jedts ; and that, when they undertook the charge of 

“ the 
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“ the army, which coft above fifty thoufand pounds 
“ a month, it was given to the King, for that it was 
“ his Majefty’s army, and the commanders and fol- 
“ diers under contradl with him ; and that, when 
“ they undertook to pay their brethren of Scotland 
“ three hundred thoufand pounds, it was to repair the 
“ damages and Ioffes they had fuftained by his Ma- 
“ jefty and his minifters ; and that thofe particu- 
“ lars amounted to above eleven hundred thoufand 
“ pounds.” 

Then they negligently and perfuncSlorily pafled 
over his Majefty’s graces and favours, “ as being lit- 
“ tie more than in juftice he was obliged to grant, 
“ and of no confiderable lofs and damage to himfelf ; 
“ and promifed the good people fhortly eafe in the 
“ matter of prote<ftions, (by which the debts from 
“ Parliament-men, and their followers, and depen- 
“ dents, were not recoverable), and fpeedily to pafs a 
“ bill to that purpofe.” 

Then they inveighed againft the malignant party, 
“ that had fought to caufe jealoufies between them 
“ and their brethren of Scotland ; and that had fuch 
“ a party of Biftiops and Popifh Lords in the Houfe 
“ of Peers, as hindered the proceedings of divers good 
“ bills, paffed in the Commons Houfe, concerning 
“ fundry great abufes and corruptions both in Church 
“ and State,” (when, at that time, the Houfe of Peers 
had only refufed to concur with them in two bills, 
that of the proteftation ; and, the taking away the votes 
of Bilhops out of the Houfe of Peers), “ that had at- 
“ tempted to difaffedf and difeontent his Majefty’s late 
“ army, and to bring it up againft the Parliament, 
“ and city of London ; tliat had raifed the rebellion 
“ in Ireland ; and, if not by their wifdom prevented, 

“ had 
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‘‘ had brought the like mlfcry and confufion in this 
“ kingdom.” 

Then they declared, “ that they meant to have a 
“ general fynod of the moft grave, pious, learned, 
“ and judicious divines of this ifland (when at that 
time there was fcarce one orthodox divine in Eng 
land in reputation with them) ; “ who, affifted by 
“ fome from foreign parts, profeffing the fame reli- 
“ gion, Ihould confider of all things neceffary for the 
peace and good government of the Church ; and 
“ prefent the refult of their confultations to the Par- 
liament, to be there allowed and confirmed : that 
they would provide a competent maintenance for 
“ confcientious and preaching minillers, throughout 
“ the kingdom : that they intended to reform and 
purge the fountains of learning, the two Univcrfi- 
ties ; that the ftreams' flowing from thence might 
be clear and pure, and an honour and comfort to 
the whole land : that his Majeffy fhould be peti- 
tinned by both hloufes, to employ fuch counfellors, 
“ ambafladors, and other minifters, in managing his 
“ bufincfs at home and abroad, as the Parliament 
“ have caufe to confide in ; without which, they 
“ could not give his Majefty fuch fupplies for his 
“ own fupport, or fuch afliftance for the Proteftant 
party beyond the feas, as was defired.” 

Withal they declared, “ that the Commons might 
have caufe, often, juftly to take exceptions at fomc 
“ men for being counfellors, and yet not charge 
“ thofe men with crimes ; for that there are grounds 
“ of diffidence, which lie not in proof ; and others, 
“ which though they may be proved, yet are not le- 
“ gaily criminal ; as to be a known favourer of Pa- 
“ piffs ; or to have been very forward in defending 
YOU. X. 1’. a. K k “ or 
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“ or countenancing fome great offenders, queftioned 
“ in Parliament ; or to fpeak contemptuoufly of either 
“ Hoiife of Parliament, or parliamentary proceedings ; 
“ or Inch as are fiifpedfed to get counfellors places, 
“ or any other of truft concerning public employ- 
“ ment, for money : that all good courfes may be 
“ taken, to unite the two kingdoms of England and 
“ Scotland ; to be mutually aiding and affifling one 
“ another, for the common good of the ifland, and 
“ the honour of both with fomc other particulars 
of tills nature. 

Ki^uim-r ^ know not how tliofe men have already anfwered 
ti. |.aity it to their own confciences ; or Jiow they will anfwer 

CICN^ 111 the , . , . / 

nnuif of If to him who can difeern their confciences; who, 
-tminonv. fhcir country's truft, and, it may be, 

with great earneftnefs laboured to procure that truft, 
by their fupine lazinefs, negligence, and abfence, 
were the firft inlets to thofe inundations ; and fo con- 
tributed to thofe licences which have overwhelmed us. 
For, by this means, a handful of men, much inferior 
In the beginning, in number and intereft, came to 
give laws to the major part ; and to fhew that three 
diligent perfons are really a greater and more fig- 
nificant number, than ten unconcerned, they, by 
plurality of voices, in the end, converted or re- 
duced the whole body to their opinions. It is true, 
men of activity and faeftion, in any defign, have 
many advantages, that a compofed and fettled coun- 
cil, though induftrious enough, ufually have not ; 
and fome, that gallant men cannot give themfelves 
leave to entertain : for, befides their through confi- 
dering and forming their counfels befora they execute 
them, they contradl a habit of ill nature and difm- 
genuity necefTary to their affairs, and tlie temper of 

thofe 
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thofe upon whom they are to work, that liberal- 
r^inded men would not perfuade themfelves to enter- 
tain, even for the prevention of all the mifchief the 
others intend. And whofoever obferves the ill arts, 
by which thefe men ufed to prevail upon the people 
in general ; their abfurd, ridiculous lying, to win the 
affeilions, and corrupt the underftandings, of the 
weak j and the hold fcandals, to confirm the wilful ; 
the boundlefs promifes they prefented to the ambi- 
tious ; and their grofs, abje<ft flatteries, and applica- 
tions, to the vulgar-fpirited, would hardly give him- 
felf leave to ufe thofe weapons, for the prefer vati on of 
the three kingdoms. 

The King had at that time a greater difadvantage 
(befides the concurrence of ill and extraordinary ac- 
cidents) than himfelf, or any of his progenitors, had 
ever had before ; having no fervant of the Houfe of 
Commons, of intereft, ability, and reputation, and of 
fuithfulnefs and afleeffion to liis fervice : Sir Thomas 
Jermyn, who was very honefl: to him, and of good 
abilities, through his indifpofition of health, and trou- 
ble of mind for his fon’s misfortune, having left the 
Houfe, and the Court, and being retired into the 
country ; and Sir Harry Vane (who was the other 
only Privy-Counfcllor) having committed thofe faults 
to the King, he knew could not be forgiven; and 
thofe faults to the country, could not be forgotten ; 
gave himfelf entirely to the difpofition of his new 
mafters : and Mr. Saint-John, who at the beginning 
was made Solicitor General, and thereby had obliged 
himfelf, by a particular oath, “ to defend his Ma- 
“ jefty’s rights, and in no cafe to be of counfel, or 
“ give advice, to the prejudice of the King, and the 

K k a “ Crown 



500 


THE HISTORY 


Book IV. 


“ Crown j” was the chief inftrument to dcvife and 
contrive all the proportions and ad^s of undutifulnefi 
towards him. So that, whilft thefe men, and their 
conforts, witli the greateft deliberation, confulted, and 
difpofed themfelves to compafs confufion ; they, who 
out of the moft abftradled fenfe of loyalty to the 
King, and duty to their country, fevered from any re- 
lations to the King’s fervice, or hopes from the Court, 
preferved their own innocence, and endeavoured to 
uphold the good old frame of government, received 
neither countenance nor condudl from thofe who 
were naturally to have taken care of that province. 
And fure the raging and fanatic diftemper of the 
Houfe of Commons (to which all other didempers 
are to be imputed) muft moft properly be attributed 
to the want of fuch good minifters of the Crown in 
that aftembly, as being unawed by any guilt of their 
own, could have watched other men's ; and informed, 
encouraged, and influenced thofe, who flood well in- 
clined to the public peace. 

I'o which purpofe, if that ftratagem (tliough none 
of the beft) of winning men by places, had been prac- 
tifed, as foon as the refolution was taken at York to 
call a Parliament, (in which, it was apparent, dan- 
gerous attempts would be made ; and that the Court 
could not be able to refift thofe attempts), and if 
Mr. Pym, Mr. Ilambden, and Mr. Hollis, had been 
then preferred with Mr. Saint-John, before they w’ere 
defperately embarked in their delperate defigns, and 
had innocence enough about them, to truft the King, 
and be trufted by him ; having yet contradfed no per- 
fonal animofities againft him j it is very pbflible, that 
they might either have been made inftruments to have 

done 
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done good fervice ; or at leaft been reftrained from 
'^deavouring to fubvert the royal building, for fupport- 
ing whereof they had been placed as principal pillars. 

But the rule the King gave himfelf, (very reafonable 
at any otlier time), that they fhould firft do fervice, 
and compafs this or that thing for him, before they 
fhould receive favour, was then very unfeafonable : 
fince, belides that they could not in truth do him 
that fervice without the qualification, it could not 
be expedled they would defert that fide, by the power 
of which they were fure to make themfelves confider- 
able, without an unqueftionable mark of interefl in 
the other, by which they were to keep up their power 
and reputation : and fo, whilft the King expeded 
they fhould manifefl their inclinations to his fervice, 
by their temper and moderation in thofe proceedings 
that moft offended him; and they endeavoured, by 
doing all the hurt they could, to make evident the 
power they had to do him good ; he grew fo far dif- 
obliged and provoked, that he could not in honour 
gratify them ; and they fo obnoxious and guilty, that 
they could not think themfelves fecurc in his favour : 
and thence, according to the policy and method of 
injuftice, continued to opprefs that power they had 
injured; and to raife a fecurity for themfelves, by 
difabling the King to queftion their tranfgrefiions. 

Notwithftanding all thefc contrivances to leflen the The Kin;* 
reputation of the Court, (to which many other parti- London 
culars contributed, which will be touched hereafter), 
the city of London made great preparations to receive 
the King. Gourney, then Lord Mayor, was a man 
of wifdom and courage, and expreffed great indigna- 
tion, to fee the city fo corrupted, by tlie ill artifices 
of fadtious perfons ; and therefore attended upon his 
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Majcfty, at his entrance into the city, with all the 
luftrc and good countenance it could fhew ; and 
great profeflions of duty as it could make, or th® 
King expeft. And on Thurfday, the five and twen- 
tieth of November, the King entered into London ; 
received with the greateft acclamations of joy, that had 
been known upon any occalion ; and after a moft 
magnificent entertainment, by Sir Richard Gourney, 
Lord Mayor, at the Guildhall ; where the King, 
Queen, Prince, and the whole Court of Lords and 
Ladies, were fcalfed ; his Majefty was attended by the 
whole city to Whitehall, where he lodged that 
night ; and the Earl of Eflex rcligned his commillion 
of General on this fide Trent ; which had been grant- 
ed for the fecurity of the kingdom, at his Majefty ’s 
going into the North. 


Si I n. Vane 

turned out 
from being 
Secretary 
of State. 


A petition 
prefented 
to the King, 
together 
with the 
remon- 
llrance, on 
Dec. I. and 
printed. 


The next day, the King went to Plampton-Court ; 
and as foon as he came tiiither, took away the leak 
from Sir Henry Vane, (having before taken away his 
ftaff of Treafurer of the Houfehold from him, and 
conferred it upon the Lord Savile, in lieu of the Pre- 
fidentfhip of the North ; which he w'as to have had, 
if both Houfes had not declared that commiffion to 
be illegal), and appointed the Guards tliat were kept 
at Weftminfter, for the fecurity of the two Houfes, 
ever lince the news out of Scotland, to be difmifled ; 
and fhoFtly after publifhed a proclamation, “ for 
“ obedience to be given to the laws eftablifhed, for 
the exercife of religion.” 

Thefe proceedings of his Majefty much troubled 
the managers in the Houfe ; and the entertainment 
given to him by the city of London, in which their 
entire confidence was, much dejedled them ; and 
made them apprehend, their friends there were not fo 

powerful 
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Jpowerfiil as they expelled. However, they feemed 
abate nothing of their mettle ; and, fhortly after 
his return, refolved to prefent their remonftrance, 
lately framed, to him, together with a petition ; in 
w'hich they complained “ of a malignant party, which 
“ prevailed fo far, as to bring divers of their inftru- 
“ ments to be of his Privy-Council ; and in other cni- 
“ ployments of truft and nearnefs about his Majehy, 
“ the Prince, and the reft of his children ; to wiiich 
“ malignant party, amongft other wickednefs, they 
“ imputed the infiirrecftion of the Papifts in Ireland ; 
“ and therefore, for tlie fuppreffing that wicked and 
“ malignant party, they befought his Majefty, that 
“ he would concur with his people, in a parliamen- 
tary way, for the depriving the Bifliops of their 
votes in Parliament,” (when at that time the bill 
to tliat purpofe had not pafl’ed tlie Iloufe of Peers), 
“ and abridging their immoderate power over the 
“ Clergy ; and for the removing unnecellary ceremo- 
nies, by which divers weak confciences had been 
“ fcrupled ; that he would remove from his council 
“ fuch perfons as pcrfifted to favour any of thofe 
“ prefTures wherewitli the people had been grieved ; 
“ and that he would for the future employ fuch 
“ perfons in the public aftairs, and take fuch to be 
“ near him in places of truft, as his Parliament might 
have caufe to confide in ; and that he would rcje(5f 
“ and refufe all mediation and folicitation to the con- 
“ trary, how powerful and near foever ; that he would 
“ forbear to alienate any of the forfeited and efeheated 
“ lands in Ireland, which Ihould accrue to the Crown, 
“ by reafon t)f this rebellion. Which defires of theirs 
“ being gracioufly fulfilled by his Majefty, (they 
“ faid), they would apply themfelves to fuch courfes 
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“ and connfcls, as Hiould fupport his royal eftate 
“ with honour and plenty at home, with power ay.d 
“ reputation abroad ; and by their loyal afFedlions 
“ and fervice lay a fure and lafting foundation of the 
“ greatnefs and profperity of his Majefty, and his royal 
“ pollerity in future times.” 

This petition, together with the remonftrance, was 
prefented at Hampton Court, on the firft day of De- 
cember; and within few days after, both the petition 
and remondrance were by order printed, and with 
great induftry publilhcd throughout the kingdom. 
Albeit tlic King, at the receipt thereof, defired them 
not to publilh either, till he ihould fend his anfwer : 
which he did lliortly after, exprefiing, 

The King’s “ How fenfiblc he was of that clifrefpeA ; repre- 

ailiwtT to IT r 1 1* • /' r 1 ' 

the pen- “ hending them for the unparliamentannels of tJieir 
“ rcmondrance in print ; whereof,” he laid, “ he 
“ would referve to himfelf to take fuch courfe, as he 
“ fliould think fit, in prudence and honour.” But to 
their petition, he told them, “ that if they would 
“ make that wicked and malignant party, whereof 
** they complained, known to his Majefty, he would 
“ be as ready to fupprels and punifti it, as they could 
** be to complain ; that by ihofe counfcllors, whom 
he had expofed to trial, he had given fufficient tef- 
timony, that there was no man fo near him, in place 
“ or affedfion, whom he w'ould not leave to the juf- 
“ tice of the law, if they Ihould bring fufticient 
proofs, and a particular charge againfl: him : in the 
mean time, he wiflied them to forbear fuch general 
afperflons, as, lince they named none in particular, 
might refledl upon all his Council ; 'chat, for the 
“ choice of his Counfellors, and Minifters of State, 
it was the natural liberty all freemen have, and tlie 

undoubtc4 
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“ undoubted right of the Crown, to call fuch to his 
X fecret council, and public employment, as he Ihould 
“ ‘think fit ; yet he would be careful to make eleftion 
“ of fuch, as Ihould have given good tefliimonies of 
“ their abilities and integrity, and againft whom there 
“ could be no juft caufe of exception ; that for the 
“ depriving the Bilhops of their votes in Parliament, 
“ they Ihould confider, that their right was grounded 
“ upon the fundamental law of the kingdom, and 
“ conftitution of Parliament, 

“ For what concerned religion, church government,, 
and the removing unneceflary ceremonies, if the Par-. 
*‘ iiament Ihould advife him to call a national fynod, he 
Ihould confider of it, and give them due fatisfadlioii 
“ therein ; declaring his refolution to maintain the 
“ dodlrine and difeipline eftablilhed by law, as well 
“ againft all invalions of popery, as from the irreve- 
“ rence of fchifmatics and feparatifts ; wherewith, of 
late, this kingdom and this city abounds, to the 
“ great difhonour and hazard both of Church and 
“ State ; for the fuppreffion of whom, his Majefty rc- 
“ quired their timely and aftivc alfiftance, 

“ To their delire concerning Ireland, he told them, 
he much doubted whether it were feafonable to de- 
“ dare refolutions of that nature, before the events of 
“ the war' were feen : however, he thanked them for 
“ their advice ; and conjured them to ufe all pofiible 
“ diligence and expedition in advancing the fupplies, 
« thither ; the infolence and cruelty of the rebels 
“ daily increafing.” 

'I’he gracioufnefs and temper of this anfwer made 
no imprelii6n on them ; but they proceeded in their 
ufual manner ; framing and encouraging, underhand^ 
thofe whifpers, by which the rebellion in Ireland 
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might be undei'ftood to receive fomc extraordinary 
countenance from tlie Court of England, the fcand^'^ 
whereof, they knew, would quickly fall upon the 
Queen. 

At this time, the diligence and dexterity of the ' 
Lord Ma3mr caufed an addrefs to be prepared to his 
Majefty from the Court of Aldermen ; which w'as fent 
by the two Sheriffs, and two others of that body; by 
which “ his Majefty was humbly defired to refide at 

Whitehall which angered the governing party 
as much as their kind reception had done. The pe- 
tition was gracioufly received ; all the Aldermen 
knighted ; and the Court, within a day or two, re- 
moved to Whitehall. 

The letters out of Ireland were very Importunate 
for relief, of men, money, and provifions ; tlie rebels 
very much increafing and taking courage, from the 
flow proceeding here for their fuppreflion : which in- 
deed was not advanced equal to men’s expectations ; 
tliough the King, upon his firft coming to the 
Houfes after his return from Scotland, with great 
earneftnefs recommended it to them. Only the pro- 
pofitions made from Scotland, “ for the fending ten 
“ thoufand men from thence into Ulfter, to be paid 
“ by the Parliament,” were confented to ; whereby 
fome foldiers were difpatched thither, to defend their 
own plantation ; and did in truth, at our charge, as 
much opprefs the Englifh that were there, as the re- 
bels could have done ; and had upon the matter the 
foie government of that province committed to them, 
the chief towns and garrifons, which were kept by 
Englifh, being delivered into their hands, ^ The Lieu- 
tenant himfelf, the Earl of Leicefter, (who was now 
grown gracious to tke managers), made not that hafte 
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to his charge fome men thought necelTary ; pretend- 
ing “ that the rebels had yet Ibme apprehenllons and 
“ terror of his coming thither with great forces, and 
pfovilions of all kinds ; but, that if they Ihould 
“ hear he were landed, with fo fmall a ftrength as was 
“ yet raifed, and in no better equipage than he was 
“ yet able to go in, they would take courage, and 
“ would opprefs him, before more fuccours could 
“ come ; by reafon, that they who yet flood upon 
“ their guard, and publicly lided not with either, (till, 
by the refiftance and oppolition they found pre- 
“ pared for them, they might guefs who was like to 
“ prevail), would then freely declare, and join with the 
reft.” 

The flow levying of men was imputed to the dif-Abiiipro 
ficulty of getting volunteers ; their numbers, who 
had commiflion, upon beating drums, riling very in- g 
conliderably : and therefore they prepared a bill for 
prefling ; which quickly pafTcd the Commons, and 
was fent up to the Lords. It cannot be fuppofed, 
that there could be then a fcarcity of men, or that it 
could be hard, within three months after the difband- 
ing the northern army, to bring together as many 
men as they had occalion to ufe : but their bufinefs 
was to get power, not men ; and therefore this ftrata- 
gem was ufed, to transfer the power of preffing men 
ftom the King to themfelves ; and to get the King, 
that he might be now able to raife men for Ireland, 
to difable himfelf from preffing upon any other occa- 
fion. For, in the preamble of this bill, which they 
fent up to the Lords, (as they had done before the 
firft: a^ for tonnage and poundage), they declared, 

“ that the King had in no cafe, or upon any occa- 
“ lion, but the invafion from a foreign power, autho- 

“ rity 
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rity to prefs the freeborn fubjeit ; which could not 
“ confift with the freedom and liberty of his perfon/'^ 
Thepream- Tliis do(£trine was new to the Lords, and contrary 
b!n°as u' to the ufage and cuftom of all times ; and fcemed to 
thrcom!^ them a great diminution of that regal power, which 
ctpu^d T' necelTary for the prefervation of his own fubjefts, 
Kamftin and affiftancc of his allies; which in many cafes he 
of Lords, was bound to yield. And the Attorney General took 
the courage “ to defire the Lords, (as he lliould often 
have done in other cafes), “ that he might be heard 
“ on the King’s behalf, before they confented to a 
“ claufe fo prejudicial to the King's prerogative.” 
This necefiary ftop was no fooner matle, than the 
Commons laid afide the confideratiou of Ireland ; or- 
dered their Committee “ to meet no more about that 
“ bufinefs the levies, wliich were then making of 
volunteers, flood ftill ; and they declared, “ that 
the lofs of Ireland muft be imputed to the Lords.” 
On the other fide, the Lords too well underflood that 
logic, to be moved by it ; and were rather fcnfible of 
the inconveniences they had incurred by their former 
compliance, than inclined to repeat the fame error. 

In the mean time, letters came every day from Ire- 
land, paffionately bemoaning their condition ; and 
multitudes of men, women, and children, who were 
defpoiled of their eftates, and forced into this king- 
dom for want of bread, fpoke more lamentably than 
the letters. In this ftrait, they knew not what to do ; 
for whatever difeourfe they pleafed themfelves with, 
concerning the Lords, it was evident the fault wmuld 
lie at their own doors ; befides that, his Majefly 
might make ufe of that occafion, to take the whole 
bufinefs out of their hands, and manage it himfelf by 
his council ; which would both leflen their reputa- 
tion 
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tion and intereft, and indeed defeat much of what 
tney had projected. 

Hereupon, Mr. Saint-John, the King’s Solicitor, (aSaim-Jo^n 
man that might be trufted in any company), went King to of- 
privately to his Majefty ; and feemed to him much 
troubled “ at the interruption given by the Commons ; 

“ and to grant, that the preamble was unreafonablc, 

“ and ought to be infilted againft by the Lords, on 
“ the behalf of his Majefty’s prerogative : however, 

“ he told him, hnee he thought it impoflible to rec- 
“ tify the Commons in their underftandings, it would 
“ be a great bleding to his Majefty, if he could offer 
“ an expedient to remove that rub, which muft prove 
“ fatal to Ireland in a fhort time ; and might grow to 
“ fuch a difunion between the two Houfes, as might 

much cloud the happinefs of this kingdom ; and, 

“ undoubtedly, could not but have a very popular in- 
“ flucnce upon both, when both fides would be for- 
“ warder to acknowledge his Majefty’s great wifdom 
“ and piety, than they could be now made to retraeft 
“ any thing that w'as erroneous in themfelves and 
then “ advifed him to come to the Houfes ; and to 
“ exprefs his princely zeal for the relief of Ireland ; 

“ and taking notice of the bill for prefling, depend- 
“ ing with the Lords, and the difpute raifed, concern- 
“ ing that ancient and undoubted prerogative, to 
“ avoid further debate, to offer, that the bill fhould 

pafs with a falvo jure, both for the King and peo- 
“ pie ; leaving fuch debates to a time that might bet- 
“ ter bear it.” 

Which advice his Majefty followed ; and comingThe King 
to the Houfe', faid the very words he had propofed topmtiice. 
him. But now their bufinefs was done, (which truly, 

I think, no other way could have been compaffed), 

the 
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the divided Lords and Commons prefently unite 
The Lords thcmfclves in a petition to the King ; “ acknowledj(- 

and Com- , . , . , % , „ . , 

monsde- “ ing his royal favour and protection to be a great 
beaVre'ach “ blcffing and fecurity to them, for the enjoying and 
i^nTpethfon'' ptcferving all thofe private and public liberties and 
to uie King. tt privileges which belong unto them; and whenfo- 
“ ever any of thofe liberties or privileges fhould be 
“ invatled, they were bound, with humility and con- 
fidence, to refort to his princely juftice for redrefs 
“ and fatisfadlion ; becaufe the rights and privileges 
“ of Parliament were the birth-right and inheritance, 
“ not only of themfelvcs, but of the whole kingdom, 
wherein every one of his fubjedfs was intereffed ; 
“ that amongfl; the privileges of Parliament, it was 
" their ancient and undoubted right, that liis MajeRy 
“ ought not to take notice of any matter in agitation, 
“ and debate, in either Iloufe of Parliament, but by 
“ their information and agreement ; and that his Ma- 
jefty ought not to propound any condition, provi 
“ lion, or limitation, to any bill, or adt, in debate or 
“ preparation, in either Houfe of Parliament ; or to 
declare his confent or diffent, his approbation or 
‘‘ diflike, of the fame, before it be prelented to him 
in due courfe of Parliament. They declared, that 
all thofe privileges had been lately broken, to their 
great forrow and grief, in that I'peech which his 
“ MajeRy had made to them ; wherein he took no- 
tice of a bill for prelling of foldiers, not yet agreed 
“ upon ; and offered a faho jure, and provilional 
“ claufe, to be added to it, before it was prefented to 
“ him : and therefore they befought him, by his re- 
“ gal power to protedl them, in thofe and the other 
privileges of his High Court of Parliament; and 
“ that he would not, for the time to come, break or 

“ interrupt 
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interrupt them; and that, for the reparation of 
“ them in that their grievance and complaint, he 
“ would declare and make known the name of fuch 
“ perfon, by whofe mifinformation, and evil counfel, 

“ his Majefty was induced to the fame, that he might 
" receive condign punifhment. And this they did 
“ delire, and, as his greateft and moll faithful coun- 
“ cil, did advife his Majefty to perform, as a great 
“ advantage to him, by procuring and Confirming a 
“ confidence and unity betwixt las Majefty and his 
people, &c.” 

And having delivered this petition, they no more 
confidered Ireland, till this manifeft breach fhould be 
repaired ; which they refolvcd nothing fhould do, 
but the palling the bill : and therefore, when the 
King offered, by a mefl’age fent by the Earl of Eftex, 

“ that he would take care, by commillions w^ch he 
“ would grant, that ten thoufand Englifh v^nteers 
“ fhould be fpeedily raifed for the fervice of Ireland, 

“ if the Houfes would declare that they would pay 
them the overture was wholly rejected ; they 
neither being willing that fuch a body of men fhould 
be raifed by the King’s diredlion, (which would pro- 
bably be more at his devotion than they delired), nor 
in any other way than they propofed : and fo in the 
end (after other ill accidents intervening, which will 
be remembered in order) he was compelled to pafs whereapon 
the bill concerning prelfing, which they had pre- cemi'ng'°”* 
pared. ^ PS 

However, for all this, and the better, it may be, for 
all this, the King, upon his arrival at Whitehall, 
found both. his Houfes of Parliament of a much bet- 
ter temper than they had been ; many having great 
indignation to fee his Majefty fo ill treated by his 

own 
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own ferrants, and thofe who were mod: obliged to his 
bounty and magnificence} and likewife to dil’cern how 
much ambition and private intereft was covered un- 
der public pretences. They who were in truth zea- 
lous for the prefervation of the laws, the religion, and 
true intereft of the nation, were folicitous to preferve 
the King’s honour from any indignity, and his re- 
gal power from violation ; and fo always oppofed 
thofe who Intrenched upon either, and who could 
compafs their ends by no other means than by tram- 
pling upon both. So that, in truth, that which was 
called the King’s party, in both Iloufes, was made up 
of perfons who were ftrangers, or without any obliga- 
tion, to the Court ; of the beft fortunes, and the beft 
reputation, in their feveral countries where they were 
Jcnown ; as having always appeared very zealous in 
the nH||jptenance of their juft rights, and oppofed, as 
much is in them lay, all illegal and grievous impofi- 
tions : whilft his own Privy-Council, (two or three 
only excepted), and much the greater number of all 
his own fervants, either publicly oppofed, or privately 
betrayed him ; and fo much the more virulently ab- 
horred all thofe who now appeared to carry on his 
Jervice, becaufe they prelumed to undertake, at leaft 
endeavour, (for they undertook nothing, nor looked 
for any thanks for their labour) to do that which 
themfelves ought to have done ; and fo they were 
upon this difadvantagc, that whenever they preii'ed 
any thing in the Houfe, which feemed immediately 
to advance the King’s power and authority, fome of 
the King’s council, or his fervants, moft oppofed it, 
under the notion “ of being prejudicial to the King’s 
“ intereft whilft they who had ufed to govern and 
impofe upon the Iloufe, made a fhew of being more 

modeft. 
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.modeft,’ and yet were mose infolent ; and endea- 
voured, by fetting new counfels on foot, to entangle, 
and engage, and indeed to over-reach the Houfe ; by 
cozening them into opinions which might hereafter 
be applicable to their ends, rather than to purfue their 
old deligns, in hope to obtain in the end a fuccefs by 
their authority. The night of the remonftrance had 
humbled them in that point : and from that time, 
they rather contrived ways to lilence thofe who op- 
pofed them ; by traducing them abroad, or taking 
advantage againft them in the Houfe, for any expref- 
iions they ufed in debate which might be milinter- 
preted ; and fo calling them to the bar, or commit- 
ting them to the Tower : which did in truth ftrike 
fuch a terror into the minds of many, that they for- 
bore to come to the Houfe, rather than cxpofe them- 
felves to many uneafineffcs there. 

There was at that time, or thereabout, a debate a propofai 
ftarted in the Houfe, as if by mere chance, which Houit of 
produced many inconveniences after ; and, if there 
had not been too many concurrent caufes, might 
thought the foie caufe and grotmd of all the mifchiefs the prefent 
that enfued. Upon fome report, or difcourfe of fome })owcr of 
accident, which had happened upon or in the dif-Jfa.""*' 
banding the late army, an obfcure member moved. 

That the Houfe would enter upon the conlideration, 
whether the militia of fhe kingdom was fo fettled 
by law, that a fudden force, or army, could be 
drawn together, for the defence of the kingdorh, if 
it Ihould be invaded, or to fupprefs any infurrcc- 
tion or rebellion, if it fhould be attempted.” 

The Houfe kept a long lilence after the motion, 
the newnefs of it amufing mpft men, and few in 
ttuth underftanding the meaning of it j until one and 
vox.. I. P. a. another 
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another of the members, who were leafl: taken notica 
of, feeming to be moved by the weight of what had 
been faid, enlarged upon the fame argument : and ia 
the end it was propofed, “ That a committee might be 
appointed, to confider of the prefent ftate of the 
“ militia, and the power of it ; and to prepare fuch 
a bill for the fettling it, as might provide for the 
public peace, and for the fuppreffing any foreign- 
enemy, or domeftic infurrcdlion.” 
lilted'^'* Hereupon they were inclined to nominate a com- 
mittee, to prepare fuch a bill as Ihould be Jlnght 
neceflary : upon which Mr. Hyde fpoke aga|B the 
making any fuch committee ; faid, “ There could be 
“ no doubt, that the power of the militia relided in 
“ the King, in whom the right of making war and 
peace was invefted ; that there had never yet ap- 
peared any defeft of power, by which the kingdom 
had been in danger, and we might reafonably ex- 
“ ped; the fame fecurity for the future.” With which 
the Houfe feenied well fatisfied and compofed, and 
inclined to go on upon Ibme other debate, until 
Saint-John, the King’s Solicitor, and the only man in 
the Houfe of his learned council. Hood up, and faid, 
and Sol. <f jje would not fulFer that debate, in which there 
joim (ic- “ had been fo many weighty particulars mentioned, 

•Clares the / ^ o y ^ ^ 

power of it “ to be difcontinucd without fome refolution : that 
the King he would be very glad there were that power in the, 
“ King, (whofe rights he was bound to defend), as 
the Gentleman who fpoke laft feemed to imagine ; 

“ which, for his part, he knew there was not j that 
the queftion was not about taking away power from 
“ the King, which was veiled in him, (which was his 
duty always to oppofe), but to inquire, whether 
there be fuch a power in him, or any where elfe, as 
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is neceflary for the prefcrvation of the King and 
the people, in many cafes that may fall out ; and if 
there be not, then to fupply him with that power 
‘‘ and authority and faid, “ he did take vtpon him 
with confidence to affirm, that there was a defe<5t 
“ of fuch power and authority he put them in 
mind, “ how that power had been executed in the 
age in which we live ; that the Crown had granted 
“ commiffions to great men, to be Lord Lieutenants 
of counties ; and they to gentlemen of quality, to 
“ be their Deputy Lieutenants ; and to Colonels, and 
other officers, to condudl and lift foldiers •, and 
then he wifhed them to confider, what votes they 
had palTed, of the illegality of all thofe commif- 
“ lions, and of the unjuftifiablenefs of all the pro- 
“ ceedings which had been by virtue of thofe com- 
“ miffions ; fo that let the occalion or neceffity be 
what it would, he did prefume, no man would here- 
after execute any fuch commiffion ; and if there 
were any man fo hardy, that no body would obey 
them ; and therefore defired them to confider, whe- 
•“ ther there be not a defedl of power, and whether it 
“ ought not to be fupplied.” 

It was now evident enough, that the debate was not 
begun by chance, but had been fully deliberated ; 
and what ufe they would make, upon occaf.ons, of 
thofe volumes of votes, they had often poured out 
upon all accidental debates ; and no man durft take 
upon him to anfwer all that had been alleged, by fay- 
ing, all thofe votes were of no validity ; and that the 
King’s right was, and would be, judged the fame it 
had been before, notwithftanding thofe votes ; which 
is very true : but this being urged by the King’s own 
Solicitor, they appointed him “ tq bring in and pre- 

1 . 1 a “ pare 
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lie is ap. “ pare fuch a bill as he thought neceflary few men 
briiif. in a imagining that fuch a fworn oiheer would not be very 
that mluel; careful and tender of all his Maker’s prerogatives, which 
he was exprefsly fworn to defend, 
which he Within few days after, he brought in a very fliort 
bill, in which was mentioned byway of preface, “ That 
“ the power over the militia of the kingdom was not 
“ fettled in any fuch manner, that the fecurity of the 
kingdom was provided for, in cafe of invalion or in- 
“ furredlion, or any hidden accidents and then an 
enabling claufe, “ That henceforward the militia, and 
all the power thereof, fhould be veiled in — &c.” 
and then a large blank left for inferring names ; and 
afterwards, “ the abfolute authority to execute — &c.” 
The ill meaning whereof was ealily underilood ; and 
with fome warmth preffed, “ That by this bill all 
the power would be taken out of the Crown, and 
put into the hands of Commiihoners.” To which 
the Solicitor made anfwer, “ That the bill took no 
“ power from any body who had it, but provided to 
give power where it was not ; nor was there men- 
tion of any Commiifioners ; but a blank was there-* 
fore left, that the Houfe might fill it up as they 
“ thought fit, and put the power into fuch hands as 
they thought proper ; which, for aught he knew, 
might be the King’s •, and he hoped it would be. 
“ fo.” 

The bill re- And with this anfwer the bill was received, notwith- 
«eivcd. Handing all oppofition, and read ; all thofe perfons 
who had been formerly Deputy Lieutenants, and lay 
tinder the terror of that vote, prefuming, that this 
fettlement would provide for the indemnity of all that 
had palTed before j and the reft, who might ftill be 
expofed to the fame hazards, if they fixould be re- 
quired 
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■quired lo adl upon the like occafions, concurring in the 
defire, that fomewhat might be clone for a general fe- 
cuiiry ; and they who had contrived it, were well 
enough contented that it was once read ; not defiring 
to ])rofcciite it, till fome more favourable conjundfure 
fhoLild be offered : and fo it relied. 

About this time, the King not being well fatisfied ,^'>5 
in the affeftion or fidelity of Sir William Balfour^ w-Miam 
whom he had fome years before, to the great and ge- from i.cinK 
ncral fcandal, and offence of the Englifh nation, 
made Lieutenant of the Tower; and finding that the 
feditious preachers every day prevailed in the city of 
London, and corrupted the affedlions and loyalty of 
the meaner people towards the government of the 
Church and State ; refolved to put that place (which 
fome men fancied to be a bridle upon the city) into 
the hands of fuch a man as he might rely upon : and 
yet, he was willing to be quit of the other, without 
any adt of difobligation upon him ; and therefore 
gave him three thoufand pounds, ready money, which 
was raifed by the fale of fome of the Queen’s own 
jewels : and immediately caufed Colonel Lunsford to Colonel 
be fworn in his place. Lieutenant of the Tower. pmh?his 
This was no fooner known, than the Houfe of Com- >’*““• 
mons found themfelves concerned in it ; and upon 
pretence “ that fo excellent a perfon as Sir William 
“ Balfour (who in truth was very gracious to them, 
for the fafe keeping the Earl of Strafford) could 
“ not be removed from that charge;, but upon fome 
“ eminent defign againft the city and the kingdom ; 

and that the man who was appointed for his fuc- 
“ ceffor was *a perfon of great licence, and known 
only by fome defperate adls ; for which he had 
“ been formerly imprifoned by the State, and having 

i 1 3 “ made 
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“ made his efca^, fled the kingdom ; they, defired 
the Lords to join with them in a petition to the 
“ King, to put the Tower into better hands making 
fuch arguments againfl; the perfon of the man, as be- 
fore fpoken of. The Lords replied to them, “ That 
“ it was an argument of that nature, they thought 
not themfelves competent advifers in it; the cuftody 
of the Tower being folely at the King’s difpofal, 
who was only to judge of the fitnefs of the perfon 
for fuch a charge.” But at the fame time that they 
refufed to- join in a public defirc to the King, they 
intimated privately their advice to him, “ that he 
fhould make choice of a fitter perfon, againfl whom 
no exceptions could be made,” For indeed Sir 
Thomas Lunsford was not then known enough, and 
of reputation equal to fo invidious a province ; and 
ThcCoionei thereupon, within two or three days at mofl, he 
sifSn refigned the place, and the King gave it Sir John 

Byron is 

Putin. Byron. 

This gave them no fatisfatflion in the change, flncc 
it had no reference to their recommendation ; which 
they only looked after : but it gave them great de- 
light, to fee that the King’s counfels were not fo fixed, 
but their clamour might alter them ; and that doing 
hurt, being as defirable a degree of power to fome 
men, as doing good, and likely to gain them more 
profelytes, they had marred a man, though they could 
not make one. And without doubt, it was of great 
difadvantage to the King, that that council had not 
been formed with fuch deliberation, that there would 
need no alteration ; which could not be made, without 
a kind of recognition. 

All this time the bill depended in the Lords’ Houfe, 
for the taking away the votes of Bilhops, and re- 

“ moving 
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moving them from the Houfe ollPlers;” which was Touching 
not like to make a more profperous progrefs there, gaind th# 
than it had lix months before ; it being evident, that vftesrJe- 
the jurifdidlion of the peerage was invaded by theJJ^'Houf, 
Commons ; and therefore, that it was not reafonable 
to part with any of their fu^orters. But the viru- 
lence againft them ftill increafed ; and no churches 
frequented, but where they were preached againft, as 
Antichriftian ; the prefles fwelled with the moft vi- 
rulent invedives againft them ; and a fermon was 
preached at W eftminfter, and afterwards printed, under 
the title of T^e Frotejiation Protejled, by the infamous 
Burton, wherein he declared, “ That all ■ men were 
“ obliged by their late proteftation, by what means 
“ foever, to remove both Biftiops and the Common- 
Prayer Book out of the Church of England, as im- 
“ pious and papiftical whilft all the learned and or- 
thodox divines of England were looked upon under 
the notion of fcandalous minifters ; and if the meaneft 
and moft vicious parifliioners they had could be 
brought to prefer a petition againft either of them to 
the lloufc of Commons, (how falfe foever), he was fure 
to be profecuted as fuch. 

In the end, a petition was publifhed, in the name a petUioa 
“ of the Apprentices, and thofe whofe apprenticeftiipsfnthenamc 
“ were lately expired,” in and about the city of Lon- prentictir 
don ; and dire<fted, “ To the King’s moft excellent 
*' Majefty in the Parliament now aflembled ; fhewing, 

“ That they found by experience, both by their own 
and mafters’ tradings, the beginning of great mif- 
“ chiefs coming upon them, to nip them in the bud, 

“ when they were firft entering into the world ; the 
“ caufe of which they could attribute to no others 
but the Papifts, and the Prelates, and that malignant 
JU I4 party 
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“ party which ai|||||p|^red to them : that they flood fo- 
“ lemnly engaged, with the utmoft of their lives and 
“ fortunes, to defend his facred Majefty and royal 
“ ifl’ue, together with the rights and liberties of Par- 
liaments, againft Papifts, and Popifh innovators ; 
‘‘ fuch as Archbifhops, Bifhops, and their depen- 
“ dents, appear to be. * They defired his Majefty in 
Parliament to take notice, that notwithftanding the 
“ much unwearied pains and induftry of the Houfe 
of Commons, to fubdue Popery, and Popifh inno- 
“ vators ; neither is Popery yet fubdued, nor Prelates 
‘‘ are yet removed ; whereby many had taken en- 
couragements defperately to plot againft the peace 
and fafety of his dominions : witnefs the moft bar- 
barous and inhuman cruelties perpetrated by the 
“ Papifts in Ireland ; from whence (they faid) a new 
“ fpring of fears and jealoufies arofe in them : and 
therefore they defired, that the Popifli Lords, and 
other eminent and dangerous Papifts, in all the parts 
“ of the kingdom, might be looked unto, and fe- 
“ cured ; the laws againft Priefts and Jefuits fully ex- 
“ ecuted ; and the Prelacy rooted up ; that fo the 
*' work of reformation might be profperoufly carried 
on ; tlieir diftradling fears removed ; that the free- 
‘‘ dom of commerce and trade might pafs on more 
“ cheerfully, for the encouragement of the petition- 
“ ers, &c.” 

This, and fuch ftufF, being printed, and fcattered 
amongft the people ; multitudes of mean perfons 
flocked to Weftminfter-Hall, and about the Lords’ 
Houfe ; crying, as they went up and down. No Bijhops, 
no Bijhops, “ that fo they might carry oi\the reform- 
ation.” 

J faid before, that upon the King’s return from 

Scotland, 
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■Scotland, he difeharged the gi&Tds that attended 
upon the Houfes. Whereupon the Houfe of Com- The com- 
mons (for the Lords refufed to join with them) pe- ^ToTthe'"' 
titioned the King, “ in regard of the fears they hadg^^^j^®^ 
of fome delign from the Papifts, that they might 
continue fucli a guard about them as they thought 
“ fit.” 

To which his Majefty anfwered, “ That he was con-His Majef- 
fident they had no juft caufe of fear ; and that they 
were as fafe as himfelf and his children : but, fince 
they did avow fuch an apprehenfion of danger, that 
“ he would appoint a fufficient guard for them.” 

And thereupon direfted the Train-bands of Weftmin- 
fter and Middlefex (which confifted of the moft fub- 
fi:antial houfeholders, and were under known officers) 
in fit numbers to attend. 

This fecurity was not liked ; and it was afleed, Quis 

cujlodiet ipfos cujiodes ? And w'hen the diforderly 

rabble, fpoke of now, firft came down, they refifted 
tliem, and would not fuffer them to difturb the 
Houfes ; and fome of them, with great rudenefs, 
preffing to the door of the Houfe of Peers, their 
Lordfhips appointed the guards to be called up to 
remove them ; and the Earl of Dorfet, being then 
Lord Lieutenant of Middlefex, (the crowd oppreffing 
him, and refufing to leave the room), in fome paf- 
fion, called upon the guard “ to give fire upon them;” 
whereupon the rabble, frighted, left the place, an4 
hafted away. 

The Houfe of Commons, incenfed that their friend^ 
fhould be fo ufed, much inveighed againft the Earl 
of Dorfet;, and talked “ of accufing him of Ifigh 
“ treafon;” at leaft, “ of drawing up fome impeachment 
“ againft him ;” for fome judgment he had been 

party 
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party to in the Star-Chamber, or Council-Table i 
and fo giving thefe hints of their difpleafure, that he 
might have the more care how he carried himfelf; 
they concluded, that fince they could not have fuch 
a guard as pleafed them, they would have none at 
all : and fo fent to the Lords “ for the difchargc of 
the Train-bands that attended who willingly con- 
fented to it ; and it was done accordingly : the 
Houfe of Commons declaring, “ That it fhould be 
lawful for every member to bring his own fervant, 
to attend at the door, armed with fuch weapons as 
“ they thought fit.” 

Great tu- It was quickly underftood abroad, that the Com- 
yie Houfe mons liked well the vifits of their neighbours : fo that 
of Peers, people affembled in greater numbers than beforej 

about the Houfe of Peers ; calling ftill out with one 
voice, No Bijhops, no Popijh Lords ; crowded and af- 
fronted fuch Lords as came near them, who they 
knew affedted not their ends, calling them, rotten > 
hearted Lords. 

Hereupon the Houfe of Peers defired a conference 
with the Commons ; at which they complained of 
thofe tumults ; "nd told them, “ that fuch diforders 
would be an imputation upon the Parliament, and 
make it be doubted, whether they had freedom ; 
and fo might happily become a blemifli to thofe 
many good laws they had already paffed, as well as 
prevent the making more : and therefore defired 
them, that they would, for the dignity of Parlia- 
ment, join with them in a declaration, for the fup- 
preffing fuch tumults.” This was reported to the 
Commons ; and as foon laid afide, “ for the handling 
of other matters of more importance.” 

The tumults continued; anjJ their infolences in- 

creafed ; 
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xreafedi infomuch, as many diflblute and profane 
people went into the Abbey ^t Weftminfter, and 
would have pulled down the organs, and fome orna- 
ments of the church ; but being refilled, and by 
force driven out, they threatened, “ they would come 
“ with greater numbers, and pull down the church.” 

Hereupon the Lords fend again to the Houfe of 
Commons, to join with them in their declaration ; 
and many members of that Houfe complained, “ that 
“ they could not come with fafety to the Houfe ; 

“ and that fome of them had been aflaulted, and very 
ill entertained, by thofe people that crowded about 
the door.” But this conference could not be pro- 
cured ; the debate being ftill put off to fome other 
time ; after feveral fpeeches had been made in juftifi- 
cation of them, and commendation of their affec- 
tions : fome faying, “ they muft not difcourage their 
“ friends, this being a time they muft make ufe of all 
“ friends Mr. Pym himfelf faying, “ God forbid the 
Houfe of Commons Ihould proceed, in any way, to 
“ dilhearten people to obtain their juft defires in fuch 
“ a way.” 

In the end, the Lords required the advice of the The Lord* 
Judges, “ what courfe was legally to be taken, to fup- to be iflued 
prefs and prevent thofe diforders and thereupon 
diredfed the Lord Keeper of the Great Seal, “ to ilfue'^^*®''”* 
out a writ, upon the ftatute of Northampton, to the 
Sheriff and Juftices, to appoint ftrong watches in 
“ fuch places as they judged moft convenient, to 
“ hinder that unlawful conflux of people to Weft- 
“ minfter, to the difturbance of their confultations.” 

Which wrk ifl'uing accordingly, the Juftices of the 
peace, in obedience thereunto, appointed the conftables 

to 
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to attend at the water fide, and places near- about 
Weftminfter, with good watches, to hinder that tumul- 
tuous refort. 

TheHoufc ’j'jjjg fooner done, than the conftables were 

monsdif. fent for by the Houfe of Commons, and, after the 
them. view of their warrants, required to difeharge their 
watches. And then the Jiiftices were convened, and 
examined ; and albeit it appeared, that what they had 
done was in purfuance of a legal writ, diredled to 
them under the Great Seal of England, by the advice 
of the Lords in Parliament, without fo much as con- 
ferring with the Lords upon that adl of theirs, the 
fetting fuch a watch was voted to be “ a breach of 
‘‘ privilege and one of the Juftices of the peace, who, 
according to his oath, had executed that writ, was 
committed to the Tower for that offence. 

Upon this encouragement, all the factious and 
fchifmatical people about the city and fuburbs af- 
fembled themfelves together with great licence ; and 
would frequently, as well in the night as the day, 
convene themfelves, by the found of a bell, or other 
token, in the fields, or fome convenient place, to con- 
fult, and receive orders from thofe by whom they 
were to be difpofed. A meeting of this kind being 
about the time we fpeak of in Southwark, in a place 
where their arms and magazine for that borough was 
kept ; the conftable, being a fober man, and known 
to be an enemy to thofe adls of fedition, went among 
them, to obferve what they did : he was no fooner 
efpied, but he was reproached witli difdainful words, 
beaten and dragged in fo barbarous a manner, that he 
hardly efcaped with his life. Complaint was made to 
the next Juftices ; and oath of the truth of the com- 
plaint 
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plaint made : whereupon a writ was directed to the! 

Sheriff, to impannel a jury, according to law, for the 
ihquilition, and examination of that riot. 

This was complained of in the Houfe of Commons, 
as an aft that concerned their privileges ; for that it 
was pretended, “ that meeting in Southwark had been 
made by godly and well-aiFefted men, only to draw 
up and prepare a petition againft Bifhops ; and that 
“ the conftable, being a friend to Bifhops, came 
“ amongft them to crofs them, and to hinder men 
from fubfcrlbing that wholcfome petition.” Upon 
this difcourfe, without any further examination, an 
order was made by that Houfe, “ that the Under- 
“ Sheriff of Surrey fhould be enjoined, not to fuffer 
any proceedings to be made upon any inquifition, 
that might concern any perfons who met together 
“ to fubfcribc a petition to be preferred to that, 

Houfe.” 

By this, and other means, all obftacles of the law 
being removed, and the people taught a way to affem- 
ble lawfully together, in how tumultuous a manner 
foever, and the Chriftmas holidays giving more leave 
and licence to all kind of people, the concourfe grewThotu- 
more numerous about Weftminfter; the rabble fomc-^eafca"oat 
times, in their paffage between the City and 
minfter, making a fland before Whitehall, and cry- 
ing out. No BlJJiops, no Bifhops, no Popijh ZorJr, would, 
fay aloud, “ that they would have no more porter’s 
“ lodge, but would fpeak with the King when they 
pleafed :” and, when they came near the two Houfes, 
took papers out of their pockets, and getting upon 
fome place, higher than the reft, would read the 
names of feveral perfons, under the title of dfajfe£le4 
memhrs of the Houfe of Commons ; and called many 

Lords, 
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"Lords, fjl/e, evil, and rotten-hearted Lords. But their 
rage and fury againft the Bifliops grew fo high, that 
they threatened to pull down their lodgings where 
they lay ; offered to force the doors of the Abbey at 
Weftminfter, which were kept locked many days,, 
and defended by a Continual guard within ; and af- 
faulted the perfons. of fome of the Bifhops in their 
coaches ; and laid hands on the Archbifhop of York, 
in that manner, that, if he had not been feafonably 
refcued, it was believed they would have murdered 
Whereupon him : fo that all the Bifhops, and many other mem« 
ihops and bers, of both Houfes, withdrew themfelves from at- 
WhKufes tending in the Houfes, out of a real apprehenfion of 
fto^thdr endangering their lives. 

•uendance. Xhefe infurreftions by this means were fo counte- 
nanced, that no induftry or dexterity of the Lord 
Mayor of London, Sir Richard Gourney, could give 
any check to them ; but, inftead thereof, himfelf (with 
great and very notable courage oppofing all their fa- 
natic humours, both in the Court of Aldermen, and. 
at the Common Council) grew to be reckoned in the 
firft form of the Malignants, (which was the term they 
impofed upon all thofe they meant to render odioui 
to. the people), infomuch, as his houfe was no lefa 
threatened and difquieted by the tumults, than the 
Houfe of Lords : and when he apprehended fome of 
thofe who were moft notorious in the riot, and com- 
mitted them to the cuftody of both the Sheriffs of 
London in perfon, to be carried to Newgate, they 
were, by the power and ftrength of their companions, 
refcued from them in Cheapfide, and the two Sheriffs 
compelled to fhift for their own fafety. And when it 
was offered to be proved, by a member in the Houfe 
of Commons, that the wife of Captain Venn, (having 

received 
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xeceiveid a letter from hef hufband to that purpofe), 
who was one of the citizens that ferved for London, 
and was known himfelf to lead thofe men, that came 
tumukuoufly down to Weftminfter, and Whitehall, 
at the time of the palling the bill of attainder of the 
Earl of Strafford, had with great induftry folicited 
many people to go down with their arms to Weft- 
minfter, upon a day, (that was named), when, fhe faid, 
her hufband had fent her word, that in the Houfe of 
Commons they were together by the ears, and that 
the worfer party was like to get tlie better of the good 
party ; and therefore her hufband defired his friends 
to come with their arms to Weftminfter, to help the 
good party ; and that thereupon many in a fhort time 
went thither : they, who offered to make proof of the 
fame, were appointed to attend many days ; but, not- 
withftanding all the importunity that could be ufed* 
were never admitted to be heard. , . 

All this time the King (who had been with great 
folemnity invited by the city of London, and defired 
to make his refidence nearer to them than Hampton- 
Court) was at Whitehall, where, befides his ordinary 
retinue, and menial fervants, many officers of the late 
difbanded army, who folicited their remainder of pay 
from the two Houfes, which was fecured to them by 
adl of Parliament, and expedled fome farther employ- 
tnent in the war with Ireland, upon obfervation, and 
view of the infolence of the tumults, and the danger, 
that they might poffibly bring to the Court, offered 
themfelves for a guard to his Majefty’s perfon ; and some oflu 
were with more formality and ceremony entertained E^heMbUe 
by him, thaiv, upon a juft computation of all diftem- 
pers, was by many conceived feafonable. And from 
thefe officers, warni with indignation at the infolences 

of 
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tjf that vile rabble, which every day pafled by the 
Court, firft words of great contempt, and then, thofe 
words commonly finding a return of equal fcorn, 
blows were fattened upon fome of the mott pragmati- 
cal of the crew. This was looked upon by the Houfc 
of Commons like a levying war by the King, and 
much pity exprefled by them, that the poor people 
Ihould be fo ufed, who came to them with petitions, 
(for fome few of them had received fome cuts and 
flatties, that had drawm blood), and that made a great 
Hence the argument for reinforcing their numbers. And from 
Kouncu thofe contettations, the two terms of Rowid-head and 
Cavaifen Cavalier grew to be received in difeourfe, and were 
afterwards continued for the mott fuccindt dittintttioq 
of afFetttions throughout the quarrel : they who were 
looked upon as fervants to the King being then called 
Cavaliers ; and the other of the rabble contemned, and 
defpifed, under the name of Round-heads. 

The Houfe of Commons being at this time with-* 
but any member, who, having relation to the King’s 
fervice, would exprefs any zeal for it, and could take 
upon him to fay to others, whom he would trutt, what 
the King defired, or to whom they w'ho wifhed well 
•could refort for advice and direblion ; fo that whilft 
there was ‘a ftrong conjundlion and combination to 
ditturb the Government by depraving it, whatever 
was faid or done to fupport it, was as if it were done 
by chance, and by the private diblates of the reafou 
Falkland^ pti^ate men ; the King refolved to call the Lord 
made Se- Falkland, and Sir John Colepepper, who was Knight 
State, and of the fhirc for Kent, to his Council ; and to make 
Colepepper the former Secretary of State in the place of Vane, 
edthe Ex! that had been kept vacant } and the latter Chancellor 
chegucr. of the Exchequfir, which office the Lord Cottington 

had 
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had religned, that Mr, Pym might be put Into it, 
when the Earl of Bedford fhould have been Trea- 
furer, as is mentioned before. They were both of 
great authority in the Houfe ; neither of them of any 
relation to the Court ; and therefore what they faid 
made the more impreffion ; and they were frequent 
fpeakers. The Lord Falkland was wonderfully be- 
loved by all who knew him, as a man of excellent 
parts, of a wit fo fharp, and a nature fo lincere, that 
nothing could be more lovely. The other was gene- 
rally efteemed as a good fpeaker, being a man of an 
univerfal undcrftanding, a quick comprehenfion, a 
'wonderful memory, who commonly fpoke at the end 
of the debate ; when he would recolledt all that liad 
been faid of weight on all lides with great exadlnefs, 
and exprefs his own fenfe with much clearnefs, and 
fuch an application to the Houfe, that no man more 
gathered a general concurrence to his opinion than he ; 
which was the more notable, becaufe his perfon, and 
manner of fpeaking, were ungracious enough ; fo that 
he prevailed only by the ftrength of his reafon, which 
was enforced with confidence enough. 

The King knew them to be of good efteem in the 
Houfe, and good affedlions to his fervice, and the 
quiet of the kingdom ; and was more eafily perfuaded 
to bcftow thofe preferments upon them, than the 
Lord Falkland was to accept that which was defigned 
to him. No man could be more furprifed than he 
was, when the firft intimation was made to him of the 
King’s purpofe : he had never propofed any fuch 
thing to himfelf, nor had any veneration for the 
Court, but only fuch a loyalty to the King as the law 
required fjbm him, And he had naturally a wonderful 
reverence for Parliaments, as believing them moft fo- 
voL. I. p. a. Mm, licitous 
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licitoxis for juftice, the violation whereof, in the leaft 
degree, he could not forgive any mortal power : and 
it was only his obfervation of the difingenuity and 
want of integrity in this Parliament, which leffened 
that reverence to it, and had difpofed him to crols 
and oppofc their deligns : he was fo totally unac- 
quainted with bufinefs, and the forms of it, that he 
did believe really he could not execute the office with 
any fufficiency. But there were two conliderations 
that made moft impreffion upon him ; the one, left 
the world ffiould believe, that his own ambition had 
procured this promotion ; and that he had therefore 
appeared fignally in the Houfe to oppofe thofe pro- 
ceedings, that he might thereby render himfelf gra- 
cious to the Court : the other, left the King ffiould 
expert fuch a fubmiffion, and refignation of himfelf, 
and his own rcafon, and judgment, to his commands,, 
as he ffiould never give, or pretend to give; for he 
was fo I'cvcrc an adorer of truth, that he could as 
eafily have given himfelf leave to Ideal as to diffem- 
ble ; or to fuffer any man to think that he would do 
any thing, which lie rcfolved not to do ; which he 
tliought a more mifehievous kind of lying, than a 
pofitive averring what could be moft eaftly contra- 
dirted. 

It was a very difficult talk to Mr. Hyde, who had 
inoft credit with him, to perfuade him to fubmit to 
this purpofe of the King’s cheerfully, and with a juft 
fenfe of the obligation, by promifing, that in thofe 
parts of the office, which required moft drudgery, he 
would help him the beft he could. But, above all, he 
prevailed with him, by enforcing the ilh confequence; 
of his refufal to take the office, which v^uld be in- 
terpreted to his dillike of the Court, and his opinion, 

that 
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that more would be required from him than he could 
honeftly comply with, whicJi would bring great pre- 
judice to the King : on the other hand, the great be- 
nefit that probably would redound to the King, and 
the kingdom, by his accepting fuch a truft in fuch a 
general defection, by which he would have oppor- 
tunity to give the King a truer information of his 
own condition, and the ftate of the kingdom, than it 
might be prefumed had been given to him, and to 
prevent any counfels, or pradfice, which might more 
alienate the afFedlions of the people from the Govern- 
ment ; and then, that by this relation he would be 
more able to do the King fervice in the Iloufe, where 
he was too well known to have it believed, that lie at- 
tained to it by any unworthy means or application. 
In the end, he was perfuaded to fubmit to the King's 
good pleafure, though he could not be prevailed with 
to accept it with fo good a grace, as might raife in the 
King any notable expedlation of his departing from 
the feverity of his own nature. 

Thus he and Colepepper were both invefted in 
thofe offices, to the no fmall difpleafure of the go- 
verning party, which could not dilfemble their indig- 
nation, that any of their members lliould prefume to 
receive thofe preferments, which they had defigned 
otherwife to have difpofed of. They took all oppor- 
tunities to exprefs their diflike of them, and to oppofe 
any thing they propofed to them. And within few 
days there came a letter out in print, pretended to be 
intercepted, as written from a Roman Catholic to 
another of the fame profeffion, in which he gives an 
account, /‘/That they had at laft, by the intereft of 
“ their fiends, procured thofe two honourable per- 
fons” (before mentioned) “ to be preferred to thofe 
M m 2 “ offices. 
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“ offices, and that they were well affiired that they 
“ would be ready to do them, and all their friends, 
all good offices.” Sir Jolin Colepepper thought fit 
to take notice of it in the Iloufe, and to make thofe 
profeffions of his religion, which he thought necef- 
fary. But the Lord Falkland chofe rather to con- 
temn it, without taking notice of the libel, well know- 
ing that Ite was fuperior to thofe calumnies, as indeed 
he was ; all of that profeffion knowing that he was 
mod: irreconcileable to their dodlrine, though he was 
alwaj's ciA il to their perfons. tiowever grievous this 
preferment was to the angry part of the Houfe, it was 
very grateful to all thofe, both within and without 
the Houfe, who wiffied well to the King and the 
kingdom.* 

The King at the fame time refolvcd to remove 
another officer, who did differve him notorioufly, 
and to prefer Mr. Hyde to that place ; with which 
his gracious intentions his Majefiy acquainted him ; 
but he politively refufed it, and affiired him, “ That 
“ he fliould be able to do much more fervice in 
“ the condition he was in, than he Ihould be, if that 
were improved by any preferment, that could be 
conferred upon him at tliat time and he added, 
“ that lie had the honour to have much friendffiip 
“ with the two perfons, who were very feafonably ad- 
“ vanced by his Majefiy, wlien his Majefiy ’s fervicc 
“ in the Houfe of Commons did, in truth, want fomc 
countenance and fupport ; and by his converfation 
with them, he fiiould be fo well inftrudfed by them, 
that he fhould be more ufeful to his Majefiy, than 
“ if it were under a nearer relation and dependence. ” 
The King, with a very gracious counten^ce, told 
him, “ that he perceived he muft, for fome time, de-’ 

<£ fer 
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fer .the laying any obligation upon him : but bid 
“ him be affured he would find both a proper time, 
and a fuitablc preferment for him, which he fliould 
“ not refufe. In the mean time, he faid, he knew 
“ well the friendfhip between the two perfons, whom 
“ he had taken to his council, and him ; which was 
“ not the leaft motive to him to make that choice ; 
“ and that he would depend as much upon his advice, 
“ as upon either of theirs ; and therefore wiflicd that 
“ all three would confer together, how to conduft his 
“ fervice in the Houfe, and to advife his friends liow 
to carry themfclves moft to the advantage of it, 
“ and to give him conftant advertifement of what had 
“ pafied, and counfel when it was fit for him to do 
any thing ; and declared, that he would do nothing, 
“ tluit in any degree concerned, or related to, his 
“ fervice in the Iloufe of Commons, without their 
“ joint advice, and exaft communication to tliem of 
“ all his own conceptions which, without doubt, 
his Majefty did at that time ficdfaftly rcfolve, 
though in very few day^s he did very fatally fwerve 
from it. 

By what hath been faid before, it appears, that the 
Lord Digby was much trufted by the King, and he 
was of great familiarity and friendfliip with the other 
three, at leaft with two of them ; for he was not a 
man of that exa6lnefs, as to be in the entire confi- 
dence of the Lord Falkland, who looked upon his in- 
firmities with more feverity than the other two did ; 
and he lived with more franknefs towards thofe two, 
than he did towards the other : yet even between 
thofe two there was a free converfation and kindnefs to 
each oth^ The Lord Digby was a man of very 
extraordinary parts by nature and art, and iiad furely 
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as good and excellent an education as any man of 
that age in any country : a graceful and beautiful 
perfon ; of great eloquence and becomingnefs in his 
difcourfe, (fave that fomctinies he feemed a little 
affedted), and of fo univerfal a knowledge, that he 
never wanted fubjeft for a difcourfe ; he was equal to 
a very good part in the greateft affairs, but the un- 
fitteft man alive to condudl them, having an ambition 
and vanity fuperior to all his other parts, and a con- 
fidence in himfelf, which fometimes intoxicated, and 
tranfported, and expofed him. He had from his 
youth, by the difobligations his family had undergone 
from the Duke of Buckingham, and the great men 
who fucceeded him, and fome fharp reprehenfion 
himfelf had met with, which obliged him to a coun- 
try life, contradled a prejudice and ill will to the 
Court ; and fo had in the beginning of the Parlia- 
ment engaged himfelf with that party which dif- 
covered moft averfion from it, with a paflion and 
animofity equal to theirs, and therefore very accept- 
able to them. But when he was weary of their vio- 
lent counfels, and withdrew himfelf from them with 
fome circumftanccs which enough provoked them, 
and made a reconciliation, and mutual confidence 
in each other for the future, manifefily impollible 
amongft them ; he made private and fecret offers of 
his fervice to the King, to whom, in fo general a de- 
fedion of his fervants, it could not but be very agree- 
able ; and fo his Majefty being fatisfied, both in the 
difeoveries he made of what had paffed, and in his 
profeffions for the future, removed him from the 
Iloufe of Commons, where he had rendered himfelf 
marvelloufly ungracious, and called him \y writ to 
the Houfe of Peers, where he did vifibly advance the 

King’s 
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King’s, fervice, and quickly rendered himfelf grateful 
to all thofe who had not thought too well of him 
before, when he deferred lefs ; and men were not 
only pleafed with the affiftance he gave upon all de- 
bates, by his judgment and vivacity, but looked upon 
him as one, who could derive the King’s pleafure to 
them, and make a lively reprefentation of their good 
demeanour to the King, which he was very luxuriant 
in promiling to do, and officious enough in doing as 
much as was juft. 

He had been inftrumental in promoting the three 
perfons above mentioned to the King’s favour *, and 
had himfelf, in truth, fo great an efteem of them, 
that he did very frequently, upon conference toge- 
ther, depart from his own inclinations and opinions, 
and concurred in theirs ; and very few men of fo 
great parts were, upon all occafions, more counfel- 
lable than he ; fo that he would feldom be in danger 
of running into great errors, if he would communicate 
and expofe all his own thoughts and inclinations to 
fuch a difquifition ; nor was he uninclinable in his 
nature to fuch an entire communication in all things 
which he conceived to be difficult. But his fatal in- 
firmity was, that he too often thought difficult things 
very eafy ; and confidered not poffible confequences, 
when the propolition adminiftered fomewhat that was 
delightful to his fancy, by purfuing whereof he ima- 
gined he ffiould reap fome glory to himfelf, of which 
he was immoderately ambitious : fo that, if the con- 
fultation were upon any adlion to be done, no man 
more implicitly entered into that debate, or more 
cheerfully lefigned his own conceptions to a joint de- 
terminathm : but when it was once affirmatively re- 
folved^^efides that he might poffibly referve fome 
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impertinent circumftance, as he thought, the impart- 
ing whereof would change the nature of the thing), 
if his fancy fuggefted to him any particular, which 
himfelf might perform in that aftion, upon the ima- 
gination that every body wmuld approve it, if it were 
propofed to them, he chofe rather to do it, than 
communicate it, that he might have fome lignal part 
to himfelf in the tranfa^Vion, in which no other per- 
fon might claim a fhare. 

By this unliappy temper he did often Involve him- 
felf in very unprofperous attempts. The King him- 
felf was the unfitteft perfon alive to be ferved by fuch 
a counfellor, being too eafdy inclined to fudden en- 
terprlfes, and as ealily ftartled when they were entered 
upon. And from this unhappy compofition in the 
one, and the other, a very unhappy counfel was pro-. 
pofed, and. refolution taken, without the lead: com- 
munication with either of the three, who had been fo 
lately admitted to an entire truft. 

The Bilhops, who had been, in the manner before 
fpoken of, driven and kept from the Houfe of Peers, 
and not very fecure in their own, could not have the 
patience to attend the diflblution of this dorm, which 
in wifdom they ought to have done : but confidering 
right and reafon too abdradfly, and what in judicc 
was due, not what in prudence was to be expeeded, 
fuffered themfelves implicitly to be guided by the 
Archbifhop of York, who was of a redlefs and over- 
weening fpirit, to fuch an a<d of indiferetion, and dif- 
advantage to themfelves, that all their enemies could 
not have brought upon them. This Bifhop, as is faid, 
was a man of a very imperious and fiery temper. Dr. 
Williams, who had been Bifhop of Li^pln, and 
Keeper of the Great Seal of England in the ^^ime of 

King 



OF THE REBELLION, &c. 


537 


King James. After his removal from ' that charge, 
he had lived fplendidly in his diocefe, and made him- 
felf very popular amongft thofe who had no reverence 
for the Court j of which he would frequently, and in 
the prefence of many, fpeak with too much freedom, 
and tell many ftories of things and 'perfons upon his 
own former experience ; in which, being a man of 
great pride and vanity, he did not always confine 
himfclf to a precife veracity ; and did often prefume, 
in thofe unwary difeourfes, to mention the perfon of 
the King with too little reverence. He did affetfl to 
be thought an enemy to the Archbifliop of Canter- 
bury ; whofe perfon he feemed exceedingly to con- 
temn, and to be much difpleafed with thofe ceremo- 
nies and innovations, as they were then called, which 
were countenanced by the other ; and had himfelf 
publifhed, by his own authority, a book againfl: tlie 
iifing thofe ceremonies, in which there was much 
good learning, and too little gravity for a Bifliop. 
His paflion, and his levity, gave every day great ad- 
vantages to thofe who did not love him ; and he pro- 
voked too many, not to have thofe advantages made 
life of : fo that, after feveral informations againfl: him 
in the Star-Chamber, he was fcntenced, and fined in a 
great fum of money to the King, and committed pri- 
foner to the Tower, without the pity or compaffion 
of any, but thofe, who, out of hatred to the Govern- 
ment, were ferry that they were without fo ufeful a 
champion; for he appeared to be a man of a very 
corrupt nature, whofe paffions could have franfported 
him into the mofl: unjuftifiable adions. 

He had a faculty of making relations of things 
done in hiyown preflmce, and difeourfes made to him- 
felf, or ijr his own Ideating, witli all the circumftances 
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of anfwers and replies, and upon arguments of great 
moment ; all which, upon examination, were ftill found 
to have nothing in them that was real, but to be the 
pure effeft of his own invention. After he was fen- 
tenced in the Star-Chamber, fome of his friends re- 
forted to him, to lament and condole with him for his 
misfortune ; and fome of them feemed to wmnder that, 
in an affair of fuch a nature, he had not found means 
to have made fome fubmlffion and compofition, that 
might have prevented the public hearing, which 
proved fo much to his prejudice in point of reputa- 
tion, as well as profit. He anfwered them with all 
the formality imaginable, “ that they had reafon in- 
“ deed to wonder at him upon the event ; but when 
“ they fhould know how he had governed himfelf, 
he believed they would ceafe to think him worthy 
“ of blame.” And then related to them, “ that as 
foon as publication had pafled in his caufe, and the 
“ books were taken out, he Jiad defired his council 
“ (wlio were all able men, and fome of them very 
eminent) in the vacation time, and they at moft 
leifure, to meet together, and carefully to look over, 
and perufe all the evidence that was taken on both 
fides ; and that then they would attend him fuch a 
morning, which he appointed, upon their confent, 
at his own houfe at Weftminfter ; that they came 
at the time appointed ; and being then fhut up in 
•* a room together, he afked them, whether they 
** had fufficiently perufed all the books, and were 
•* throughly informed of his cafe ? To which they 
all anfwered, that they had not only read them all 
** over together, but had feverally, every man by him- 
felf, perufed them again, and they b^eved they 
were all well informed of the whole. he then 
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** told -them, lie had defired' this conference with 
“ them, not only as his council, by whofe opinion he 
meant to govern himfelf, but as his particular 
“ friends, who, he was fure, would give him their 
“ beft advice, and perfuade him to do every thing 
“ as they would do themfelves, if they were in his 
condition. That he was now offered to make his 
“ peace at Court, by fuch an humble fubmiffion to 
the King, as he was moft inclined and ready to 
make ; and which he would make the next day 
“ after his caufe was heard, though he fhould be de- 
dared to be innocent, of which he could make no 
doubt : but that which troubled him for the pre- 
fent was, that the infamoufnefs of the charge 
“ againfl him, which had been often expofed, and en- 
“ larged upon in feveral motions, had been fo much 
“ taken notice of through the kingdom, that it could 
‘‘ not confift with his honour to divert the hearing, 
“ which would be imputed to his want of confidence 
“ in his innocence, fince men did not fufpedl his 
courage, if he durft rely upon the other ; but that 
he was refolved, r.s he faid before, the next day 
“ after he Ihould be vindicated from thofc odious 
“ afperfions, he would caff himfelf at the King’s feet, 
“ with all the humility and fubmifiion, which the 
“ moft guilty man could make profelfion of. It was 
“ in this point he defired their advice, to which he 
would, without adhering to his own inclination, 
“ entirely conform himfelf ; and therefore defired 
“ them, fingly in order, to give him their advice. 

He repeated the feveral and diftineft difeourfe every 
“ man had/nade, in which he was fo punftual, that he 
“ applicc^ofe phrafes, and expreflions, and manner of 
“ fpecgW ;o the feveral men, which they were all taken 
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notice of frequently to ufc ; as many men have fome 
“ peculiar words in difcourfe, which they are moft de^ 
lighted with, or by cuftom moft addicfted to : and in 
conclufion, that they were unanimous in their judg- 
ments, that he could not, with the prefervation of 
“ his honour, and the opinion of his integrity, decline 
“ the public hearing ; where he muft be unqueftion- 
*'• ably declared innocent ; there being no crime or 
*'■ mifdemeanour proved againft him in fuch a man- 
ner, as could make him liable to ccnfure : they all 
commended his refolution of fubmitting to the King, 
as foon as he had made his innocence to appear ; 
** and they all advifed him to purfue that method. 
This, he faid, had fwayed him ; and made him de- 
dine the other expedient, that had been propofed 
to him.” 

This relation wrought upon thofe to wliom it was 
made, to raife a prejudice in them againft the jufticc 
of the caufe, or the reputation of the council, as they 
were moft Inclined ; whereas there was not indeed 
the leaft fhadow of truth in the whole relation ; ex- 
cept that there was fuch a meeting and conference, as 
was mentioned, and which had been confented to by 
the Bifhop, upon the joint defire and importunity of 
all the council ; who, at that conference, unanimoufly 
advifed and defired him, “ to ufe all the means and 
friends he could, that the caufe might not be 
•' brought to hearing ; but that he fliould purchafe 
“ his peace at any price ; for that, if it were heard, 
he would be fentenced very grievoufly, and that 
there were many things proved againft him, which 
would fo much refleft upon his honour and repu- 
tation, and the more for being a BifhopVhat all his 
“ friends would abandon him, and be for ewer after 
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“ afhatfied to appear on his behalf,” Which advice, 
with great paflion and reproaches upon the feveral 
perfons for their prefumption and ignorance in mat- 
ters fo much above them, he utterly and fcornfully 
rejedled. Nor indeed was it poflible, at that time, 
for him to have made his peace ; for though upon 
fome former addreffes and importunity on his behalf, 
by fome perfons of power, and place in the Court, 
in which the Queen herfelf had endeavoured to have 
done him good offices, the King was inclined to have 
faved him, being a Biffiop, from the infamy he muft 
undergo by a public trial ; yet the Biffiop’s vanity 
had, in thofe conjundfures, fo far tranfported him, 
that he had done all he could to have infinuated, 
“ that the Court was affiamed of what they had done; 
“ and had prevailed with fome of his powerful friends 
“ to perfuade him to that compolition upon which 
the King would never hear more any perfon, who 
moved on his behalf. 

It had been once mentioned to him, whether by 
authority, or no, was not known, “ that his peace 
“ ffiould be made, if he would relign his Bifhoprick 
and Deanery of Weflminftcr,” (for he had that in 
commendam), “ and take a good Bithoprick in Ire- 
“ land which he pofitively refufed ; and faid, he 
had much to do to defend himfelf againft the 
Archbiffiop here : but if he was in Ireland, there 
“ was a man, (meaning the Earl of Strafford), who 
“ would cut off his head within one month.” 

This Biffiop had been for fome years in the Tower, 
by the fentence of the Star-Chamber, before this Par- 
liament met/, when the Lords, who were the moft 
affive and/powerful, prefently refolved to have him 
at liberty^. Some had much kindnefs fox him, not 
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only as a known enemy tq the Archbifliop of -Canter- 
bury, but as a fupporter of thofe opinions, and thofe 
perfons, which were againft the Church itfelf. And 
he was no fooner at liberty, and brought into the 
Houfe, but, as has been before mentioned, he de- 
fended and feconded the Lord Say, when he made 
an inve6live, with all the malice and bitternefs ima- 
ginable, againft the Archbilhop, then in prifon ; and 
when he had concluded, that Bilhop faid, “ that he 
“ had long known that noble Lord, and had always 
believed him to be as well affedled to the Church 
as himfelf and fo he continued to make all his 
addrefs to that Lord, and thofe of the fame party. 
Being now in full liberty, and in fome credit and re- 
putation, he applied himfelf to the King ; and made 
all poflible profeffions of duty to his Majefty, and 
zeal to the Church ; protcfting to have a perfecft 
“ deteftation of thofe perfons, who appeared to have 
no affedlion or duty towards his Majefty, and of all 
“ evil intentions againft the religion eftablifhed ; and 
“ that the civility he had exprefled towards them w^as 
“ only out of gratitude for the good will they had 
Ihewed to him ; and efpecially that he might the 
better promote his Majefty’s fervice.” And it be- 
ing his turn Ihortly after, as Dean of Weftminfter, 
to preach before the King, he took occafion to fpeak 
of tlie £a<ftions in religion ; and mentioning the Pref- 
byterian difcipline, he faid, “ it was a government 
only fit for taylors and fhoemakers, and the like ; not 
“ for noblemen and gentlemen which gave great 
fcandal and offence to his great patrons ; to whom he 
eafily reconciled himfelf, by making tl\em as merry 
with fome lharp fayings of the Court, ^nd by per- 
forming more fubftaotial offices for them. 

'X^hen, 
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When, upon the trial of the Earl of Strafford, It 
was refolved to decline the judgment of the Houfe of 
Peers, and to proceed by bill of attainder ; and there* 
upon it was very unreafonably moved, “ that the Bi- 
“ ihops might have no vote in the palfing that adt 
“ of Parliament ; becaufe they pretended it was to 
have their hand in blood, which was againft an old 
“ Canon this Bifliop, without communicating with 
any of his brethren, very frankly declared his opi- 
nion, “ that they ought not to be prefent and of- 
fered, not only in his own name, but for the reft of 
the Biftiops, “ to withdraw always when that bufinefs 
was entered upon and fo betrayed a fundamental 
right of the whole order ; to the great prejudice of 
the King, and to the taking away the life of that per- 
fon, who could not otherwife have fuffered. 

And Ihortly after, when the King declared, that lie- 
jfieither would, nor could in confcience, give his royal 
aflent to that a<ft; of attainder ; when tlie tumults 
pame about the Court with noife and clamour for jui- 
tice ; the Lord Say defired the King to confer with 
his Biftiops for the fatisfaiftion of his confcience ; and 
defired him to fpeak w'ith that Biftiop in the point. 
After much difeourfe together, and the King infilling 
upon many particulars, which might induce others to 
ponfent, but were known to himfelf to be falfe ; and 
therefore he could never in confcience give his own 
confent to them ; the Bilhop, as hath been mentioned 
before, amongft other arguments, told him, “ that he 
“ mull confider, that as he had a private capacity, 
and a public, fo he had a public confcience, as well 
as a privtt-fe ; that though his private confcience, as 
“ a man, would not permit him to do an aft contrary 
“ to hi^’ own underftanding, judgment, and confei- 

“ ence; 



544 


THfc HISTORY 


Book IV. 


cnce ; yet his public cohfcienCe, as a King,' which 
“ obliged him to do all things for the good of his 
“ people, and to preferve his kingdom in peace for 
“ himfclf and his pofterity, would not only permit 
“ him to do that, but even oblige, and require him. 
“ That he faw in what commotion the people were ; 
“ that his own life, and that of the Queen’s, and the 
“ royal iflue, might probably be facrificed to that 
“ fury ; and it would be very ftrange, if his confei- 
“ ence fhould prefer the life of one fingle private per- 
“ foil, how innocent foever, before all thofe other 
“ lives, and the prefervation of the kingdom.” 

This was the argumentation of that unhappy ca- 
fuift, who truly, it may be, did believe himfelf ; for 
towards the end of the war, and when the King’s 
power declined, he, being then an Archbifhop, did in 
perfon affift the rebels to take a caftle of the King’s ; 
in which there was a garrifon, and which was taken 
by a long liege ; becaufe he might thereby tlie better 
enjoy the profits of his own eftate, which lay there- 
abouts. 

Upon all thefe great fervices he had performed for 
the party, he grew every day more imperious ; and 
after the King thought it neceffary to make him 
Archbifhop of York, which, as the time then was, 
could not qualify him to do more harm, and might 
pollibly difpofe and oblige him to do fome good ; 
he carried himfelf fo infolently, in the Houfe and 
out of the Houfe, to all perfons, that he became 
much more odious univerfally, than ever the other 
Archbifhop had been ; having fure more enemies 
than he, and few or no friends, of whifldi the other 
had abundance. And the great hatred of this man’s 
perfon and behaviour, was the greateft in^t^tion to 
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the Houfe of Commons fo irregularly to revive that 
bill to remove the Bifliops ; and was their chief encou- 
ragement to hope, that the Lords, who had rejedled 
the former, would now pafs, and confent to this fe- 
cond bill. 

This was one of the Bifhops, who was moft rudely 
treated by the rabble ; who gathered themfelves toge- 
ther about the Houfe of Peers, crying out, No Bijhops, 
no Bijhops : and his perfon was aflaulted, and robes 
torn from his back ; upon which, in very juft dif- 
pleafure, he returned to his houfe, the Deanery at 
Weftminfter; and fent for all the Bifhops who were 
then in the town, (it being within very few days of 
Chriftmas), of which there were twelve or thirteen ; 
and, in much paffion, and with his natural indigna- 
tion, he propofcd, as abfolutely neceffary, “ that they 
“ might unanimoufly and prefently prepare a proteft- 
ation, to fend to the Houfe, againft the force that 
“ was ufed upon them ; and againft all the a<fts, 
“ which w'ere, or fhould be done during the time 
that they fhould by force be kept from doing their 
duties in the Houfe.” And immediately, having 
pen and ink ready, himfelf prepared a proteftation ; 
which, being read to them, they all approved ; de- 
pending upon his great experience in the rules of the 
Houfe, where he had fate fo many years, and in fome 
Parliaments in the place of Speaker, whilft he was 
Keeper of the Great Seal ; and fo prefuming that he 
could commit no error in matter or form ; and with- 
out further communication and advice, which both 
the importance of the fubje<5t, and the diftemper of 
the time, did require j and that it might have been 
confidered as well what was fit, as what was right ; 
without further delay, tlian what was neceflary for the 
v*n. I. p. 2. N n fair 
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fair writing, and ingrofling the inArument thfey had 
prepared ; tliey all fet their hands to it. Then the 
Archbifliop went to Whitehall to the King, and 
prefentcd the proteftation to him ; it being directed 
to his Majefty, with an humble defire, that he would 
fend it to the Houfe of Peers, fince they could not 
prefent it themfelves ; and that he would command 
that it fiiould be entered in the journal of the Houfe. 
His Majefty calling his eye perfundlorily upon it, and 
believing it had been drawn by mature advice, no 
fooner received it, than he delivered it to the Lord 
Keeper, who unfortunately happened to be likewife 
prefent, with his command that he fhould deliver it 
to the Houfe as foon as it met ; which was to be 
within two hours after. The petition contained thefc 
words : 


Thf peti- To the Kitig's mnjl Excellent Majejly ; and the Lords 
proteftation and Peers now affembkd in Parliament. 

of the Bi- 


Thc luimblc Petition and Proteftation of all the 
Lords^°^ Bilhops and Prelates, now called by his Ma- 

“ jefty’s writs to attend the Parliament, and pre- 
“ fent about London and Weftminftcr, for that 
“ fervice. 

That, whereas the petitioners are called up by 
“ feveral and refpedlive writs, and under great penal- 
“ tics to attend in Parliament ; and have a clear and 
“ indubitable right to vote in bills, and other matters 
“ whatfoever debateable in Parliament, by the an- 
“ cient cuftoms, laws, and ftatutes of this realm ; and 
“ ought to be protedled by your Majefty, quietly to 
“ attend, and profecute that great fervice : 

“ They humbly remonftrate, and proteft before 

'KsGod, 
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“ God, your Majefiy, and tlic noble Lords and 
“ Peers now aflembled in Parliament ; that as they 
“ have an indubitable right to fit and vote in the 
“ Houfe of Lords, fo are they (if they may be pro- 
“ teifed from force and violence) moft ready and 
“ willing to perform their duties accordingly ; and 
“ that they do abominate all actions or opinions tend- 
“ ing to popery, and the maintenance thereof ; as alfo 
“ all propcnfion and inclination to any malignant 
“ party, or any other fide, or party whatfoever, to 
“ the which their own reafons and confciences lhall 
“ not move them to adhere. 

“ But, whereas they have been at feveral times 
“ violently menaced, affronted, and affaulted by mul- 
“ titudes of people, in their coming to perform their 
“ fervices in that honourable Houle ; and lately 
“ chafed away, and put in danger of their lives, and 
“ can find no redrcfs, or protection, upon fundry 
“ complaints made to both Ploufes in thcfe particu- 
“ lars : 

“ They likcwife humbly proteft before your Ma- 
“ jefty, and the noble Houfe of Peers, that, faving to 
“ ihemfelves all their rights and interefts of fitting 
“ and voting in that Houle at other times, they dare 
“ not fit, or vote in the Houfe of Peers, until your Ma- 
“ jefty ftiall further Lcure them from all affronts, in- 
“ dignities, and dangers in the premiles. 

“ Laftly, whereas their fears are not built upon 
“ fantafies and conceits, but upon fuch grounds and 
“ obje(fl;s as may well terrify men of good refolutions, 
“ and much conftancy ; they do in all duty and hu- 
“ mility proteft, before your Majefty, and the Peers 
“ of that moft honourable Houfe of Parliament, 
“ againft all laws, orders, votes, refolutions, and de- 

• K n a “ terminations. 
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“ terminations, as in themfelves null, anu of none 
“ effe 61 :, which in their abfence, fince the feven and 
twentieth of this inftant month of December, 1641, 
“ have already paffed ; as likewife againft all fuch, 
as fhall hereafter pafs in that moft honourable 
“ Houfe, during the time of this their forced and vio- 
“ lent abfence from the faid moft honourable Iloufe ; 
“ not denying, but if their abfenting themfelves were 
“ w'ilful and voluntary, that moft honourable Houfe 
“• might proceed in all thefe premifes, their abfence, 
“ or this their proteftation, notwithftanding. 

“ And humbly befeeching your moft excellent 
“ Majefty to command the Clerk of the Houfe of 
“ Peers to enter this their petition and proteftation 
“ amongft the records ; 

“ They will ever pray, &c.” 

(Signed) 

Jo. JUwrac. Jo. u4faphen. Ma. Ely. 

Tho. Durefnic. Gull. Ba. and TVells. Godfr. Glouc. 

Rob. Cov. and L. Geo. Heref. Jo. Beterhurgh. 

Jo.^ ~onvich. Rob. Oxon. Mor. Laiidaff. 

It w'as great pity, that, though the Archbifliop’s 
paffion tranfported him, as it ufually did ; and his 
authority impofed upon the reft, who had no affec- 
tion to his perfon, or reverence for his wifdom ; his 
Majefty did not take a little time to confider of it, 
before he put it out of his power to alter it, by put- 
ting it out of his hands. For it might eaftly have 
been difeerned by thofe who were w'ell acquainted with 
the humour, as well as the temper, of both Houfes, that 
fome advantage and ill ufe would have been made 
of fome expreffions contained in it ; and that it could 

pr^uce ^ 
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produce no good efFeft. But the fame motive and 
apprehenfion, that had precipitated the Bifhops to fo 
hafty a refolution, (which was, that the Houfe of 
Peers would have made that ufe of the Bifhops being 
kept from the Houfe, that they would in that time 
have paffed the bill Itfelf, for taking away their 
votes), had its efFedls likewife with the King; who 
had the fame imagination, and therefore would lofe 
no time in the tranfmiffion of it to the Houfe. 
Whereas it is more probable, the Lords would never 
have made ufe of that very feafon, whilft the tumults 
ftill continued, for the palling an aft of that impor- 
tance ; and the fcandal, if not invalidity of it, would 
liave been an unanfwerable ground for the King to 
have refufed his royal allent to it. 

As foon as this proteftation, which, no doubt, in 
the time before the Houfe was to meet, liad been 
communicated to thofe who were prepared to fpcak 
upon it, was delivered by the Lord Keeper, with his 
Majefty’s command, and read ; the governing Lords 
manifefted a great fatisfaftion in it ; fome of them 
faying, “ that there was digilus Dei to bring that to 
“ pafs, which they could not otherwife have com- 
“ palled and without ever declaring any judgment 
or opinion of their own upon it, which they ought to 
have done, the matter only having relation to them- 
felves, and concerning their own members ; they fent 
to delire a conference prefently with the Houfe of 
Commons, upon a bulinefs of importance : and, at 
the conference, only read and delivered the protelia-The proter. 
tion of the Bifhops to them ; which, the Lord Keeper [“““"dby"* 
told them, he had received from the King’s own 
hand, with a command to prefent it to the Houfe ofH°“*“^ 
Peers The Houfe of Commons took very little time in a con- 

* fertnec. 
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to confider of the matter ; but, within half an hour, 
The Com- (-jiey ff.,-,)- ,[p jq Lords ; and, without further ex- 
cufcthcBi-amination, accufed them all, who had lubfcnbed thte 
fubrcribcd protcftation, of high treafon ; and, by this means, 
t'reafon,*' ^ete all, the whole tweh^e of them, committed 

and they pyifon ; and remained in the Tower till the bill for 
the Tower putting them out of the Houfe was pafl'cd, which 
was not till many months after. 

When the paffion, rage, and fury of this time fhall 
be forgotten, and poftcrity fhall find, amongft the re- 
cords of the fupreme court of judicature, fo many 
orders and rcfolutions in vindication of the liberty of 
the fubjedl, againft the imprifoning of any man, 
thougli by the King himfelf, without afligning fuch 
a crime as the law hath determined to be worthy of 
imprifonment ; and in the fame year, by this high 
court, lhall find twelve Bifliops, members of this 
court, committed to prifon for high treafon, for the 
prelenting this protcftation ; men will furely wonder 
at the fpirit of that reformation : and even that claufc 
of declaring all afts null, which had been, or fhould 
be, done in their abfence, in defence of which no man 
then durft open his mouth, will be thought good law, 
and good logic ; not that the prefence of the Bifhops in 
that time was fo eflential, that no a6l fhould pafs 
without them ; which had given them a voice, upon 
the matter, as negative as the King’s ; and themfelves, 
in their inftrument, difclaimed the leaft pretence to 
luch a qualification ; but becaufe a violence offered 
to the freedom of any one member, is a violation to 
all the reft : as if a council, confift of threefcore, 
and tlie door to that council be kept by armed men, 
and all fuch, whole opinions are not liked, kept out 
by force ; no doubt the freedom of thofe within is 

infringed. 
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infringed, and all their a^Is as void and null, as if 
they were locked in, and kept without meat till they 
altered their judgments. 

And therefore you fhall find in the journals of the 
moft fober Parliaments, that, upon any eminent breach 
of their privileges, as always upon the commitment 
of any member for any thing faid or done in the 
Houfe, fometimes upon Id's occafions, that lloufe, 
which apprehended the trcfpafs, would fit mute, with- 
out debating, or handling any bufmefs, and then ad- 
journ ; and this hath been pradifed many days toge- 
ther, till they had redrefs or reparation. And their 
reafon was, becaufc their body was lame; and what 
was befallen one member, threatened the reft ; and 
the confequence of one ad might extend itfelf to 
many other, which were not in view ; and this made 
their privileges of fo tender and nice a temper, that 
they were not to be touched, or in the leaft de- 
gree trenched upon ; and therefore that in fo ap- 
parent an ad of violence, where it is not more 
clear that they were committed to prifon, than that 
they durft not then fit in the Houfe, and when it 
was lawful in the Ploufe of Peers for every diflenter 
in the moft trivial debate, to enter his proteftation 
againft that fenfe he liked not, though he were fingle 
in his opinion ; that it fhould not be lawful for thofc, 
who could not enter it themfelves, to prelent this pro- 
teftation to the King, to whom they were accountable 
under a penalty for their abfence ; and unlawful to 
that degree, that it fhould render them culpable of 
high treafon ; and fo forfeit their honour, their lives, 
their fortunes, expofe their names to perpetual in- 
famy, and their wives and children to penury, and 
want of bread; will be looked upon as a determina- 
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tion of that injufticc, impiety, and horror, as could 
not be believed without thofe deep marks and prints 
of confulion, that followed and attended that refo- 
lution. 

And yet the indifcretion of thofe Bifhops, fwayed 
by the pride and paflion of that Archbilhop, in ap- 
plying that remedy at a time, when they faw all 
forms and rules of judgment impetuoufly declined ; 
and the power of their adverfaries fo great, that the 
laws themfelves fubmitted to their oppreflion ; that 
they fhould, in fuch a ftorm, when the beft pilot was 
at his prayers, and the card and compafs loft, without 
the advice of one mariner, put themfelves in fuch* a 
cock-boat, and to be fevered from the good ftiip, gave 
that fcandal and offence to all thofe who paflionately 
defircd to preferve their function, that they had no 
compaflion, or regard of their perfons, or what be- 
came of them ; infomuch as in the whole debate in the 
Houfe of Commons, there was only one gentleman, 
who fpoke in their behalf, and faid, “ he did not be- 
“ lieve they were guilty of high treafon, but that they 
“ were ftark mad ; and therefore defired they might 
“ be fent to Bedlam.” 

This high and extravagant way of proceeding 
brought no prejudice to the King; and though it 
made their tribunal more terrible to men who la- 
boured under any guilt, yet it exceedingly lelTcned 
the reverence and veneration that formerly had been 
entertained for Parliaments : and this laft accufation 
and commitment of fo many Bifhops at once, was 
looked upon by all fober men with indignation. For 
whatever indifcretion might be in the thing itfelf, 
though fome expreffions in the matter might be un- 
flcilful and unwarrantable, and the form of prefenting 

and 
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»nd tranfmitting it irregular and unjuftifiable, (for all 
which the Houfe of Peers might punifh their own 
members, according to their difcretion), yet every maa 
knew there could be no treafon in it ; and therefore 
the end of their commitment, and the ufe all men faw 
would be made of it, made it the more odious ; and 
the members who were abfent from both Houfes, 
wliich were three parts of four, and many of thofe 
who had been prefent, abhorred the proceedings, and 
attended the Houfes more diligently ; fo that the an- 
gry party, who were no more treated with, to abate 
their fury, would have been compelled to have given 
over all their deiigns for the alteration of the govern- 
ment both in Church and State ; if the volatile and 
unquiet fpirit of the Lord Digby had not prevailed 
with the King, contrary to his refolution, to have 
given them fome new advantage ; and to depart from 
his purpofe of doing nothing, without very mature 
deliberation. 

Though Sir William Balfour, who is already men- 
tioned, had, from the beginning of this Parliament, 
forgot all his obligations to the King ; and had made 
himfelf very gracious to thofe people, whofe glory it 
was to be thought enemies to the Court ; and, whilft 
the Earl of Strafford was his prifoner, did many offices 
not becoming the trull he had from the King, and 
contributed much to the jealoufy, wliich that party 
had of his Majefty ; upon which there had been a 
long refolution to remove him from that charge ; but 
to do it with his own confent, that there might be no 
manifeftation of difpleafure ; yet it was a very unfea- 
fonable conjundlure, which was taken to execute it in; 
and this whole trani'a6tion was fo fecretly carried, 
that there was neither notice nor fufpicion of it, till 

it 
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it was heard, that Sir Thomas Lunsford was fworn 
Lieutenant of the Tower ; a man, who, though of an 
ancient family in Suffex, was of a very fmall and de- 
cayed fortune, and of no good education ; having 
been few years before compelled to fly the kingdom, 
to avoid the hand of juftice for fome riotous mifdc- 
mcanour ; by reafon whereof he fpent fome time in 
the fervice of the King of France, where he got the 
reputation of a man of courage, and a good ofliccr of 
foot ; and in the beginning of the troubles here had 
fome command in the King’s army ; but fo much in- 
ferior to many others, and was fo little known, except 
upon the difadvantage of an ill chara6fer, that, in the 
moft dutiful time, the promotion would have ap- 
peared very ungrateful. He was utterly a flranger to 
the King, and therefore it was quickly tinderflood lo 
proceed from the Angle elecStion of the Lord Higby, 
to whom he was likewife very little known; who had 
in truth defigned that office to his brother Sir Lewis 
Dives, againft whom there could have been no ex- 
ception, but his relation : but he being not at that 
time in town, and the other having fome fccret rea- 
fon to All that place in the inftant with a man who 
might be trufled ; he fuddenly refolvcd upon this 
gentleman, as one who would be faithful to him for 
the obligation, and execute any thing he ffiould dc- 
Are, or dire^f ; which was a reafon, he might eaAly 
have forefeen, would provoke more powerful oppoA- 
tion ; which error, as is faid before, was repaired by 
the fudden change, and putting in Sir John Byron ; 
though it gave little fatisfa6tion, and the lefs, by 
reafon of another more inconvenient action, which 
changed the whole face of affairs, and caufed this to 
be more reflected upon. 


In 
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In the afternoon of a day when the two HoufesTh' AttoN 
fate, Herbert, the King’s Attorney, informed the Houfe Herbert :ic- 
of Peers, that he had fomewliat to fay to them from 11*0”^" f'’' 
the King; and thereupon, having a paper in his hand, 
he faid, that the King commanded him to accufe the 
Lord Kimbolton, a member of that Houfe, and five ters of the 
gentlemen, who were all members of the Houfe ofc omnions, 
Commons, of high treafon ; and that his Majefty had Tr^lou. 
himlelf delivered him in writing feveral articles, upon 
which he accufed them ; and he read in a paper thefe 
enfuing articles, by which the Lord Kimbolton, Den- 
zil Hollis, Sir Arthur Haflcrig, Mr. Pym, Mr. Hamb- 
den, and Mr. Strode, flood accufed of high treafon, 
for confpiring againfl the King, and the Parliament. 

yir tides of High Treafon, and other The articles 

againji the Lord Kimbolton, Mr. Pym, John Hamb- them. 
den, De.nzil Hollis, Sir Hrtliur Haflcrig, and IVil- 
liam Strode, Members of the Hojfe of Commons. 

I. “ That they have traitoroufly endeavoured to 
“ fubvert the fundamental laws and government of 
“ this kingdom ; and deprive the King of his regal 
“ power ; and to place on his fubjedls an arbitrary 
“ and tyrannical power. 

a. “ That they have endeavoured, by many foul 
“ afperfions upon his Majefly, and his government, 

“ to alienate the affedlions of his people, and to make 
“ his Majefly odious to them. 

3, “ That they have endeavoured to draw his Ma- 
'fjefty’s late army to difobedience to his Majefly’s 
“ command, and to fide with them in their traitorous 
“ defign. 

4, “ That they have traitoroufly invaded, and en- 

“ couraged 
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couraged a foreign power to invade his Majefty’s 

kingdom of England. 

5. “ That they have traitoroufly endeavoured to 
“ fubvert the very rights and beings of Parliament. 

6. “ That, for the completing of their traitorous 
“ defigns, they have endeavoured, as far as in them 
“ lay, by force and terror to compel the Parliament to 
“ join with them in their traitorous defigns, and, to 

that end, have a(5lually raifed and countenanced tu- 
“ mults againft the King and Parliament. 

7. “ That they have traitoroufly confpired to levy, 
“ and adlually have levied, war againfl; the King.” 

The Houfe of Peers was fomewhat appalled at this 
alarm ; but took time to confider of it, till the next 
day, that they might fee how their mafters the Com- 
mons would behave themfelves ; the Lord Kimbolton 
being prefent in the Houle, and making great pro- 
feflions of his innocence ; and no Lord being fo 
hardy to prefs for his commitment on the behalf of 
the King. 

A Serjeant At the fame time, a Serjeant at arms demanded to 

m^ds the be heard at the Houfe of Commons from the King ; 

bere^^the being fent for to the bar, demanded the perfons 

Houfe of of £ye of their members to be delivered to him in 
Commons. 1 • 

his Majefty’s name, his Majefty having accufed them 
of high treafon. But the Commons were not much 
furprifed with the accident ; for befides that they 
quickly knew what had paflTed with the Lords, fome 
fervants of the King, by efpecial warrant, had vifited 
the lodgings of fome of the accufed members, and 
fealed up their ftudies and trunks ; upon information 
whereof, before that Serjeant came to the Houfe, or 
public notice was taken of the accufation, an order 


was 
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was made by the Commons ; “ That if any perfon 
“ whatfoever fhould come to the lodgings of any 
“ member of that Houfe, and there offer to feal the 
“ doors, trunks, or papers of fuch members, or to 
“ feize upon their perfons ; that then fuch member 
“ fhould require the aid of the next conftable, to 
“ keep fuch perfons in fafe cuftody, till the Houfe 
“ fhould give further order : that if any perfon what- 
“ foever fhould offer to arreft or detain any member 
“ of that Houfe, without firfl: acquainting that Houfe 
“ therewith, and receiving further order from thence; 

“ it fhould be lawful for fuch member to ftand upon 
“ his guard, and make refiftance, and for any perfon 
“ to affift him, according to the proteflation taken to 
“ defend the privileges of Parliament.” And fo, when 
the Serjeant had delivered his meffage, he was no 
more called in ; but a meffage fent to the King, 

“ that the members fhould be forth coming as foon 
“ as a legal charge fhould be preferred againff them;” 
and fo the Houfe adjourned till the next day, every 
one of the accufed perfons taking a copy of that or- 
der, which w'as made for their fecurity. 

The next day in the afternoon, the King, attended The King 
only by liis own ulual guard, and fome few gentle- Houfe of 

I 1 r 1 • 1 * *1 Commons 

men, who put themlelves into their company in the t,, demand 
way, came to the Houfe of Commons; and com-**''^'"' 
manding all his attendants to wait at the door, and 
give offence to no man ; himfelf, wdth his nephew, 
the Prince Elector, went into the Houfe, to the great 
amazement of all : and the Speaker leaving the chair, 
the King went into it ; and told the Houfe, “ he was 
“ forty for that occafion of coming to them ; that 
** yeflerday he had fent his Serjeant at Arms to ap- 

“ prehend 
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“ prehend fome, that, by his command, were accufcd 
“ of high treafon ; whereunto he expefted obedience, 
“ but inftead thereof he had received a meflage. He 
“ declared to them, that no King of England had 
“ been ever, or Ihould be, more careful to maintain 
“ their privileges, than he would be ; but that in 
“ cafes of treafon no man had privilege ; and there- 
“ fore he came to fee if any of thofe perfons, whom 
“ he had accufed, were there ; for he was rcfolved to 
“ have them, wherefoever he fhould find them : and 
“ looking then about, and afking the Speaker whether 
“ they were in the Iloufe, and he making no anfwer, 
“ he faid, he perceived the l>irih were all flown, but 
“ expelled they Ihould be fent to him, as foon as 
“ they returned thither ; and aflured them in the 
" word of a King, that he never intended any force, 
“ but would proceed againft them in a fair and legal 
“ way and fo returned to Whitehall. 

The accufed perfons, upon information and intelli- 
gence what his Majefty Intended to do, how fecrctly 
foever it was carried at Court, having withdrawn from 
the Houfe about half an hour before the King came 
thither; the Houfe, in great diforder, as foon as the 
King was gone, adjourned till tha^ next day in the af- 
ternoon ; the Lords being in fo great apprehenlion 
upon notice of the King’s being at the Houfe of 
Commons, that the Earl of Elfex exprefled a tender 
fenfe he had of the inconveniences which were like to 
enfue thofe divi/ions ; and moved, “ that the Houfe 
“ of Peers, as a work very proper for them, would in- 
“ terpofe between the King and his people ; and me- 
“ diate to his Majefty on the behalf of the perfons 
“ accufed for which he was reprehended by his 

friends. 
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friends, and afterwards laughed at himfelf, when he 
found how much a ftrongcr defence they had, than 
the bell mediation could prove on their behalf. 

How fecretly foever this affair was carried, it was 
evident that the King’s refolution of coming to the 
Houfe had been difeovered, by the members with- 
drawing themfelves, and by a compofednefs, which 
appeared in the countenances of many, who ufed to 
be dillurbed at lefs furprifing occurrences; and though 
the purpofe of accufing the members was only con- 
fulted between the King and the Lord Digby ; yet it 
was generally believed, that the King’s purpofe of 
going to the Houfe was communicated to William 
Murray of the bed-chamber, with whom the Lord 
Digby had great friendlhip ; and that it was difeo- 
vered by him. And that Lord, who had promifed 
the King to move the Houfe for the commitment of 
the Lord Kimbolton, as foon as the Attorney General 
fhould have accufed him, (which if he had done 
would probably have railed a very hot difpute in the 
Houfe, where many would have joined with him), 
never fpoke the leall word ; but, on the contrary, 
feemed the moll furprifed and perplexed with the 
Attorney’s impeachment ; and fitting at that time 
next the Lord Kimbolton, with whom he pretended 
to live with much friendfhip, he whifpered him in the 
ear with fome commotion, (as he had a rare talent in 
difhmulation), “ that the King was very mifchievoufly 
“ advifed ; and that it fhould go very hard, but he 

would know whence that counfel proceeded ; in 
“ order to which, and to prevent further mifehief, 
“ he would go immediately to his Majefly and fo 
went out of the Houfe. 

Whereas he was the only perfon who gave the 

coun- 
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counfelj named the perfons, and particularly the Lord 
Kimbolton, (againft whom lefs could be faid, than 
againft many others, and who was more generally be- 
loved), and undertook to prove that the faid Lord 
Kimbolton told the rabble, when they were about the 
Parliament-houfe, that they Ihould go to Whitehall. 
When he found the ill fuccefs of the impeachment 
in both Houfes, and how unfatisfied all were with the 
proceeding, he advifed the King the next morning to 
go to the Guildhall, and to inform the Mayor and 
Aldermen of the grounds of his proceedings ; which 
will be mentioned anon. And that people might not 
believe, that there was any dejection of mind, or for- 
row, for what was done j the fame night, the fame 
council caufed a proclamation to be prepared for the 
flopping the ports ; that the accufed perfons might 
not efcape but of the kingdom ; and to forbid all 
perfons to receive and harbour them ; when it was 
well known, that they were all together in a houfe in 
the city, without any fear of their fecurity. And all 
this was done without the leaft communication with 
any body, but the Lord Digby, who advifed it ; and, 
it is very true, was fo willing to take the utmofl hazard 
upon himfelf, that he did offer the King, when he 
knew in what houfe they were together, with a feleft 
company of gentlemen, who would accompany him, 
whereof Sir Thomas Lunsford was one, to feize upon 
them, and bring them away alive, or leave them dead 
in the place ; but the King liked not fuch enter- 
prizes. 

The perfons That night the perfons accufed removed them- 

movfinto" felves into their flrong hold, the city : not that they 
durft not venture themfelves at their old lodgings, for 
no man would have prefumed to trouble them, but 

tklL 
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tliat the city might fee, that they relied upon that 
place for a fanftuary of their privileges againft vio- 
lence and oppreflaon ; and fo might put on an early 
concernment for them. And they were not difap- 
pointed; for, in fpite of all the Lord Mayor could do 
to compofe their diftempers, (who, like a very wife 
and ftout magiftrate, beftirred himfelf ), the city was 
that whole night in arms ; fome people, deligned to 
that purpofe, running from one gate to another, and 
crying out, “ that the Cavaliers were coming to lire 
“ the city and fome faying, “ that the King him- 
“ felf w'as in the head of them.” 

The next morning, the King, being informed ofTheKing 
much tiiat had paffed that night, according to the tW; iity, 
advice he had received, font to the Lord IVlayor to 
call a Common Council immediately; and about ten^'^"'*' 
of the clock, himfelf, attended only by three or four 
Lords, went to the Guildhall ; and in the room, 
where the people were alfembled, told tliem, “ he was 
“ very forry to hear of the apprehenlions they had en- 
tertained of danger ; that he was come to them, to 
fhew how much he relietl upon their afteilions for 
“ his fecurity and guard, having brought no other 
“ with him ; that he had accufed certain men of high 
“ treafon, againft whom he would proceed in a legal 
“ way ; and therefore he prefumed they would not 
“ flielter them in the city.” And ufmg many other 
very gr^qious exprellions of his value for them, and 
telling one of the Sheriffs, (who was of the two 
thought Icfs inclined to his fervice), “ that he would 
“ dine with him,” he departed without that applaule 
and cheerfulnefs, which he might hav^e expeefted front 
the extraordinary grace he vouchfufed to them. And 
in his palTage through the city, the rude people 
VOL. I. p. 2. 00 Hocked 
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flocked together, and cried out, “ Privilege of Par- 

liament, Privilege of Parliament fome of them 
prefling very near his own coach, and amongfl the 
reft one calling out with a very loud voice, “ To your 
“ tents, O Ifracl.” However the King, though much 
mortified, continued his refolution, taking little no- 
tice of the diftempers : and, having dined at the Slie- 
rift’s, returned in the afternoon to Whitehall ; and 
publiflicd, tlie next day, a proclamation for the ap- 
prehenlion of all thofe, whom he had accufed of 
high treafon, forbidding any perfon to harbour them; 
the articles of their charge being likevvife printed, 
and difperfed. 

When the Houfe of Commons next met, none of 
the accufed members appearing, they had friends 
enough, who were well inftrut^ted to aggravate the 
late proceedings, and to put the Motife into a thou- 
fitnd jealoufies and apprehenfions, and every flight 
circumftance carried weight enough in it to difturb 
their minds. They took very little notice of the ac- 
cufing the members; but the King’s coming to the 
Houfe, which had been never known before, and de- 
claring, “ that lie would take them wherever he 
“ found them, was an evidence, that he meant hlm- 
“ felf to have brought a force into the Houfe, to ap- 
“ prehend them, if they had been there and was 
looked upon as the higheft breach of privilege that 
could poflibly be imagined. They who fpoke moft 
paflionately, and probably meant as malicioufly, be- 
haved themfelves with modefty, and feemed only 
concerned in what concerned them all; and con- 
cluded, after many lamentations, “ that they did not 
“ think themfelves fafe in that Houfe, till the minds 
“ of men were better compofed; that the city was 

“Tull 
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full, of apprehenfions, and was very zealous for their 
“ iecurity ; and therefore wifhed that tliey might ad- 
journ the Parliament to meet in fome place in the 
city.” But that was found not prafticable ; lince 
it was not in their own power to do it, without the 
conlent of the Peers, and the concurrence of tlic 
King ; who were both like ratlier to choofe a place 
more diftant from the city. So, with more reafon, in riie itoure 
the end they concluded, “ that the Iloufc ilaould ad- inons ad- 
journ itfelf for two or three days, and name a com-Xn"I"ives 
“ mittee, v\'ho Ihould lit both morning and afternoon 
“ in the city and all who came to have voices ; “ 
and Merchant-Tiylors’ Hall was appointed for the the city, 
place of their mecring ; they wlio ferved for London 
undertaking, “ that it fliould be ready againll tire 
“ next morning no man oppoiing or contradicting, 
any thing that was laid ; tlicy, who formerly ufed to 
appear for all the rights and authority which belonged 
to the King, not knowing what to fay, between grief 
and anger that the violent party had, by thefc late 
unlkilful actions of the Court, gotten great advantage, 
and recovered new fpirits ; and the three perfons be- 
fore named, without whofe privity the King had pro- 
mifed that he would enter upon no counlel, were fo 
much difpleafed and dejeCted, that they were in- 
clined never more to take upon them the care of any 
thing to be tranfaCted in the Houfe ; finding already, 
that they could not avoid being looked upon as the 
authors of thofe counfels, to which they were fo 
abfolute llrangers, and which they fo perfectly de- 
tefted. 

And in truth, they had then withdrawn themfelves 
from appearing often in the Houfe, but upon the ab- 
ftraClcd confideration of their duty and confciencCj 

0 o a and 
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The Lords 
]ikcwile 
adjourning 
tor the 
lame days. 


The trail f- 
^(^■lions of 
the com- 
mittee in 
the city. 


and of the prefent ill condition the King was in who 
likewife felt within himfelf the trouble and agony 
which ufually attends generous and magnanimous 
minds, upon their having committed errors, which ex- 
pofe them to cenfure and to damage. In fine, the 
Houfe of Commons adjourned for fomc days, to con- 
fult with their friends in the city ; and the Houfe of 
Lords held fo good correfpondence with them, that 
they likewife adjourned to the fame days they knew, 
by fome intelligence, the Commons intended to meet 
again. But the Lords made no committee to fit in 
the city. 

When the committee met the next morning at Mer- 
chant-Taylors’ Hall, where all who came were to have 
voices, and whither all did come at firft, out of curio- 
fity to obi'erve what method they meant to proceed 
in, rather, than expectation tliat they fltould be able 
to do any good there ; they found a guard ready to 
attend them, of fubftantial citizens in arms, and a 
committee from the Common Council, to bid them 
welcome into the city ; and to allure them, “ that 
“ the city would take care, that they and all their 
“ members fhould be fecured from violence ; and to 
“ that purpofe had appointed that guard to attend 
“ them, which fhould be always relieved twice a day, 
“ if they refolved to fit morning and afternoon 
and acquainted them further, “ that the Common 
“ Council, in contemplation that they might Band in 
“ want of any thing, had likewife appointed a com- 
“ mittee of fo many Aldermen, and fuch a number of 
the Common Council, which fhould meet always 
“ at. a place named, at thofe hours, which that com- 
•“ mittee fliould appoint to meet at ; to the end that, 
“ if any thing were to be required of the city, they 
^ “ might 
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“ might ftill know their pleafure, and take care that 
it Ihould be obeyed.” Thus they had provided 
for fuch a mutual communication and confederacy, 
that they might be fure always to be of one mind, 
and the one to help the other in the profecution of 
thofe deligns and expedients, which they Ihould find 
necefiary to their common end : the committee of 
the city conlifting of the moft eminent perfons, Al- 
dermen and others, for their difaffedlion to the go- 
vernment of Church and State. 

-At their firft fitting, the committee begun with 
the Rating the manner of the King’s coming to the 
Houfe, and all he did there ; the feveral members 
mentioning all tliat they would take upon them to re- 
member of his Majefty’s doing or fpeaking, both as 
he came to the Houfe, and after he was there ; fome 
of them being walking in Weftminfter-hall when the 
King walked through, and fo came to the Houfe 
with him, or near him ; others reporting what they 
heard fome of the great men, who attended his Ma- 
jefty, fay, as they pafl'ed by ; every idle word hav- 
ing its commentary ; and the perfons, whoever were 
named, being appointed to attend ; they having power 
given them to fend for all perfons, and to examine 
tliem touching that affair. Nor had any man the 
courage to refufe to obey their fummons ; fo that all 
thofe of the King’s fervants, who were fent for, ap- 
peared pun61:ually at the hour that was afligned them ; 
and were examined upon all queftions, which any one 
of the committee would propofe to them, whereof 
many were very impertinent, and of little refpedl to 
the King. 

It was very well known where the accufed perfons 
were, all together in one houfe in Coleman-flrcet, 
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near the place where the committee fate ; and whi- 
ther perfons trufted palled to and fro to communicate 
and receive directions ; but it was not feafonable for 
them yet to appear in public, and to come and lit 
with the committee, or to own the believing that 
they thought themfelves fafe from the violence and 
the alfaults of the Court; the power w'hereof they ex- 
ceedingly contemned, whilft they feemed to appre- 
hend it : nor was it yet time to model in what man- 
ner their friends in the city and the country Ihould 
appear concerned for them ; in preparing whereof no 
time was loft. 

Againft the day the Houfe was to meet, the firft 
adjournment not being for above two or three days, 
the committee had prepared matter enough for a re- 
port ; a relation of all they had difeovered upon their 
examinations, and fuch votes as they thought lit to 
oft'er upon the breach of their privilege ; that they 
might thereby difeover the affeClions of the Houfe, 
of which they could not yet take any meafure, feeing 
there had been no debate lince thofe accidents, 
which could difeover the general temper; which they 
well enough knew was not before to their advantage. 
In the mean time, they ufed all the ways they could 
to afperfe thofe, who ufed to oppofe them, as the 
contrivers of the late proceedings ; and were willing 
they Ihould know it ; which they imagined would 
reftrain them from taking the fame liberty they^ had 
ufed to do. 

Vi te-! pf And fo at their meeting in the Houfe, upon the rc- 

the Houfe . ^ rr^i 

(>i Com- port of the committee, they declared, “ That the 

theiTfirft°"“ King’s coming to the Houle, and demanding the 
“ perfons of divers members thereof to be delivered 
“ unto him, was a high breach of the rights and pri- 

vileges 
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“ vileges of Parliament, and inconfiftent with the II- 
berty and freedom thereof : and therefore that they 
“ could not with the fafety of their own perfons, or 
“ the indemnity of the rights and privileges of Par- 
“ liament, lit there any longer, without a full vindi- 
'* cation of fo high a breach, and a fufficient guard, 
“ wherein they might confide ; and for that reafon 
“ did order, that their Houfe lliould be again ad- 
“ journed for four days ; and that the committee 
“ Ihould meet in the fame place, to conlider and re- 
“ folve of all things, that might concern the good and 
“ fafety of the city, and the kingdom j and particu- 
“ larly how their privileges might be vindicated, and 
“ their perfons fecured ; and fhould have power to 
“ confult and advife with any perfon or perfons, touch- 
“ ing the premifes.” And this order and declaration 
being made, they adjourned ; the laft claufe being in- 
tended to bring their members to them. 

At the meeting of the Iloufe, the committee had 
informed them, firft of the great civilities tliey had 
received from the city in all the particulars, that they 
might have order to return the thanks of the whole 
Iloufe, which they ealily obtained; and, at their re- 
turn, they took more examinations than they had for- 
merly ; by which they made a fuller relation of the 
King’s coming to the Houfe, and his carriage and 
words there. And becaufe it was vilible to all men, 
that the King was fo far from bringing any force 
with him, which they defired it fhould be believed he 
had brought, that he had only his guard of hal- 
berdiers, and fewer of them than ufed to go with 
him on any ordinary motion ; and that fewer of his 
gentlemen fervants were then with him, than ufually 
attended him when he went but to walk in the park ; 
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ahct had only their little fwords ; they were very 
J)un6tual in mentioning any light or loofe words, 
which had fallen from any man, that it might be be- 
lieved that there was more in the matter. As they 
carefully infcrted in their relation, that one of the 
waiters, as he walked very near his Majefty through 
the hall, faid, “ he had a good piftol in his pocket 
and that another, as they were walking up the flairs 
towards the Houfe of Commons, called out. Fall on ; 
from which they would have it believed, that there 
had been very bloody intentions. 

Then they propofed fonle votes to be offered to the 
Houfe, in which they voted “ the relation, which 
was made, to be true ; and thereupon, that the 
“ King’s coming to the Houfe was the highefl breach 
“ of the privilege of Parliament that could be made ; 

and that the arrefting, or endeavouring to arrefl, 
' any member of Parliament, was a high breach of 
“ their privilege ; and that the perfon, who was fo 
arrefled, might lawfully refciie and redeem himfelf ; 
“ and that all who were prefent, and faw the privilege 
“ of Parliament fo violated, might and ought to aflifl 
“ the injured perfon in his defence, and to procure 
“ his liberty with force.” And thefe votes the Houfe 
confirmed, when they were reported : though, in the 
debate, it was. told them, “ that they mufl take heed, 
“ that they did not, out of tendernefs of their privi- 
“ lege, which was and muflr be very precious to every 
man, extend it further, than the law would fuffer it 
“ to be extended : that the Houfe had always been 
“ very fevere upon the breach of any of their privi- 
“ leges, and in the vindicating thofe members, who 
“ were injured ; but that the difpofing men to make 
“ themfelves judges, and to refeue themfelves or 

“ others. 
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** cithers, might be of evil confequence, and produce 
“ ill effects ; at leaft if it Ihould fall out to be, that 
the perfons were arrefted for treafon, or felony, or 
breach of the peace ; in either of which cafes, there 
“ could be no privilege of Parliament.” This, though 
a known truth to any, who knew any thing of the law, 
was received with noife and clamour, and with won- 
derful evidence of didike, and fome faint contra- 
dictions, “ that no fuch thing ought to be done whilft 
“ a Parliament w’as fitting and then, falling upon 
the late action of the King, and the merit of thofe 
perfons, and without much contradition, which was 
found to be ungrateful, the Iloufe confirmed all that 
the committee had voted ; and then adjourned again 
for fome days, and ordered the committee to meet 
again in the city ; which they did morning and after- 
noon, and prepared other votes of a brighter allay, 
and more in the face of the King, and the law, every 
day adding to the fury and fiercenefs of the prece- 
dent. The Houfe met and fate, only to confirm the 
votes which were palfed by the committee, and to 
profecute fuch matters as were by concert brought to 
them, by petition from the city which was ready to 
advance any thing they were directed : and fo, whilft 
the members yet kept themfelves concealed, many 
particulars of great importance were tranfa6led in 
thofe fhort fittings of the Houfe. 

The King about this time, having found the in- 
convenience and mifehief to himfelf of having no fer- 
vant of intereft and reputation, and who took his bu- 
finefs to heart, in the Hbufe of Commons, had made 
the Lord Falkland and Sir John Colepepper, both 
members of that Houfe, and of unblemifhed reputa- 
tions and confefTed abilities, of his Prhy Council ; and 

the 
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the one, the Lord Falkland, his principal Secretary of 
State, and Sir John Colepepper, Chancellor of the 
Exchequer ; as is faid before. And fo, having now 
gotten two counfellors about him, who durft truft one 
another, and who were both fit to be trufted by him, 
which he had been without above a year paft, to 
liis and the kingdom’s irreparable difadvantage ; he 
thought fit to publifli a declaration to all his fubjedls, 
in anfwcr to the remonftrance he had lately received 
from the Houfe of Commons, and was difperfed 
throughout the kingdom. In wiiich, without the 
leaf! lharpnefs or return of the language he had re- 
The King’s ceived, he took notice “ of the fears and jealoulies,” 

5inl"wcr to 

the Houle (for tliofc Were the new words, which ferved to juftify 
mons"for. ^11 indifpofitions, and to excufe all diforders), “ whicli 
'' tti'itle imprellion in the minds of his people, with 
“ reference to their religion, their liberty, or their 
civ’il interefls.” 

As to their religion, he obferved their fears to be 
“ of two forts ; either as ours here ellabliflred might 
“ be invaded Iw the Roman party ; or as it was ac- 
“ companied w*h fome ceremonies, at which fomc 
“ tender confciences or really were, or pretended to 
“ be, fcandalized. For the firft, as there might be 
“ any fufpicion of favour or inclination to the Papills, 
“ he faid, he was willing to declare to all the world, 
“ that, as he had been brought up from his childhood 
“ in, and pradlifed that religion, whicli was efta- 
“ blifhed in the Church of England ; fo he believed 
‘‘ he could, having given a good part of his time and 
“ pains to the examination of the grounds of it, as it 
differed from that of Rome, maintain the fame by 
“ unanfwerable reafons ; and hoped he fhould be 
ready to feal it with the effufion of his blood, if it 

‘‘ fliould 
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fliould pleafe God to call him to that facrifice ; and 
“ that nothing could be fo acceptable to him, as any 
“ propofition, which might contribute to the ad- 
“ vancement of it here, or the propagation of it 
abroad ; this beiijg the greateft means to draw down 
“ a blelling from God upon hinifelf, and this nation ; 
“ and if this profeffion of his was wanting fo his peo- 
“ p'c, he thought himfelf extremely unfortunate, for 
“ that his conftant pra(ftice in his own perfon had al- 
“ ways been, without oftentation, as much to evidence 
“ his care and duty therein, as he could pofiibly tell 
“ how to exprefs. 

“ As for matters of ceremony, he faid, he would, in 
“ tendernefs to any number of his loving fubjetfts, be 
“ willing to comply with the advice of his Parlia- 
“ ment, that fome law fhoiild be made for the ex- 
“ emption of tender confciences from punilhment or 
“ profecution for neglecting fuch ceremonies ; and 
in fuch cafes, which by the judgment of moft men 
“ are held to be matters indifferent, and of fome to 
“ be abfoiutely unlawful. Provided that that cafe 
“ flioulJ he attempted, and purfued with that mo- 
“ defty, ten. per, and fubmiflion, that in the mean 
time the peace and quiet of the kingdom fliould 
“ not be dilfurbed, the decency and comelinefs of 
“ God’s fervice not difcountenanced, nor the pious, 
fober, and devout aCtions of thofe reverend perfons, 
“ who were the firft labourers in the blcffed Reforma- 
“ tion, or of that time, be fcandalized and defamed. 

For, he faid, he could not, without grief of heart, 
“ and without fome tax upon himfelf and his mini- 
“ fters for the not executing of the laws, look upon 
“ the bold licence of fome men in printing of pam- 
“ phlets, in preaching and printing of fermons fo full 

« of 
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of bitternefs and malice againft the prefcnt govern- 
ment, againft the laws eftablifhed ; fo full of fedi- 
tion againft his own perfon, and the peace of the 
‘‘ kingdom ; that he was many times amazed to con- 
fider by what eyes thofe things were feen, and by 
what ears they were heard. 

“ Concerning the civil liberties and interefts of the 
“ fubjedts, he faid, he fhould need fay the lefs, having 
“ credled fo many lafting monuments of his princely 
“ and fatherly care of his people, in thofe excellent 
laws pafled by him this Parliament ; which, with 
very much content to himfelf, he faid, he conceived 
to be fo large and ample, that very many fober men 
■*' had little left to wifti for of that kind. He told 
them, he very well underftood the rights and parti- 
“ cular advantages, he had departed from in many of 
“ the a 61 :s he had palfed ; and therefore he had rea- 
“ fon to hope, as he had taken all occalions to render 
“ their condition moft comfortable and happy ; fo 
they would, in grateful and dutiful return, be al- 
“ ways ready with equal tendernefs and alacrity to 
“ advance his rights, and prefer his honour, upon 
“ whicli their own fecurity and fubliftence fo much 
“ depended ; and no particular fliould be prefented 
“ unto him for the completing and eftablifliing that 
“ fecurity, to the which he would not with the fame 
“ readinefs contribute his beft alliftance. He faid, if 
“ thofe refolutions were the effedfs of his prefent 
counfels, and he took God to witnefs that they were 
“ fuch, and that his fubjeefts might confidently ex- 
pe<ft the benefit of them from him, certainly no ill 
defign upon the public could accompany fuch refo- 
“ lutions ; neither could there be great caufe of fufpi- 
“ cion of any perfons preferred by him to degrees of 

“ honour. 
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honour, and places of truft and employment, fince 
“ this Parliament : and therefore, that amongft his 
“ misfortunes he reckoned it not the leaft, that, hav- 
“ ing not retained in his fervice, nor protedled, any 
one perfon, againft whom the Parliament had ex- 
“ cepted, during the whole fitting of it ; and having 
in all that time fcarce vouchlafed to any man an 
“ inftance of his favour or grace, but to fuch who 
“ were under fome eminent charadler of efliimation 
“ amongft the people, there Ihould fo foon be a mif- 
underftanding or jealoufy of their fidelity and up- 
“ rightnefs j efpecially in a time, when he took all 
“ occafions to declare, that he conceived himfclf ca- 
“ pable of being ferved only by honeft men, and in 
honeft ways. 

“ However, if he had been miftaken in fuch his 
“ election, the particular fhould no fooner be difeo- 
“ vered to him, either by his own obfervation, or 
“ other certain information, than he would leave them 
“ to public juftice, under the marks of his difplea- 
fure. If, notwithftanding this, any malignant party 
“ fhould take heart, and be willing to facrifice the 
“ peace and happinefs of their country to their own 
“ finifter ends and ambitions, under what pretence of 
religion and confcience foever ; if they fhould en- 
“ deavour to leflen his reputation and intereft, and to 
“ weaken his lawful power and authority with his 
good fubjedls ; if they fhould go about, by dif- 
“ countenancing the prefent laws, to loofen the bonds 
of government, that all diforder and confufion might 
“ break in ; he doubted not, but God in his good time 
" would difeover them ; and the wifdom and courage 
“ of his high court of Parliament would join with 
“ him in their fuppreflion and punifhment, , 

‘‘ Having 
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" Having faid all he could, to exprefs the clearnefs 
“ and uprightnefs of his intentions, and done all he 
“ could to manifeft thofe intentions, he faid, he could 
“ not but confidently believe, all his good fubjedls 
“ would acknowledge his part to be fully performed, 
“ both in deeds paft, and prefent refolutions to do 
“ what with juftice might be required of him ; and 
“ that their quiet and profperity now depended wholly 
“ on themfelves, and was in their own power, by 
“ yielding all obedience and due reverence to the 
law ; which is the inheritance of every fubjedl, and 
the only fecurity he can have for his life, liberty, 
and eftate ; and the which being neglected or dif- 
“ efteemed, under what fpecious fhews foever, a great 
meafure of infelicity, if not an irreparable confu- 
fion, muft without doubt fall upon them. And he 
doubted not, it would be the moil acceptable de- 
“ claration a King could make to his fubjedls, that he 
was not only refolvcd to keep the laws himfelf, but 
to maintain them againft what oppofition foever, 
“ though with the hazard of his being. He hoped 
the loyalty and good affedlions of all his fubjedls 
“ would concur with him in the conftant preferving 
a good underftanding between him and his people ; 
“ and that their own intereft, and companion of the 
“ lamentable condition of the poor Proteftants in Ire- 
“ land, would invite them to a fair intelligence and 
unity amongft themfelves ; that fo they might, with 
** one heart, intend the relieving and recovering of 
“ that unhappy kingdom ; where thofe barbarous re- 
** bels pradlifed fuch inhuman and unheard of out- 
“ rages upon the miferable people, that no Chriftian 
“ ear could hear without horror, or ftory parallel. 

** He concluded with conjuring all his good fubjedls, 

“ ©f 
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“ of what degree or quality foever, by all the bonds 
“ of love, duty, and obedience, that are precious to 
“ good men, to join with him for the recovery of the 
peace of that kingdom, and the prefervation of the 
peace of this ; to remove all the doubts and fears 
“ which miglit interrupt their alFcftion to him, and 
“ all their jealoufies and apprehenlions, which might 
leflen their charity to each other ; and then, he faid, 

“ if the fins of the nation had not prepared an inevi- 
“ table judgment for all, God would make him a great 
“ and glorious King over a free and happy people.” 

Though this declaration had afterwards a very 
good influence upon the people to his Majefty’s ad- 
vantage, yet for the prefent it gave no allay to their 
diftempers. Their feditious minifters were difpatched 
to inflame the neighbour counties, and all pofliblc art 
was ufed to inflame ^the city of London ; which pre- 
vailed fo far, that, notwithftanding all the oppofition 
the Lord Mayor of London, the Recorder, and the 
graveft and moft fubftantial Aldermen could make, 
the major part of the Common Council prevailed to 
fend a petition to the King, in the name of the 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Council of the city 
of London ; which was the next Sunday morning de- 
livered to him, w'ith great folcmnity, at Whitehall, by 
a number chofen of that body; reprefenting “the The city 
“ great dangers, fears, and diftra(5lions, the city then the K.inj, 
“ was in, by reafon of the prevailing progrefs of the 
“ bloody rebels of Ireland ; the putting out of perfons 
of honour and truft from being Conftable and 
“ Lieutenant of the Tower, efpecially in thofe times, 

“ and the preparations there lately made ; the forti- 
“ fying Whitehall with men and ammunition in an 
“ unufual manner ; fome of w'hich men abufed and 

“ wounded 
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“ wounded divers citizens palling by; the calling in di- 
“ vers canoneers, and other alliftance into the Tower; 
the difeov’^ery of divers fireworks in the hands of 
Papills, and the mifunderftanding between his Ma- 
“ jelly and the Parliament. That their fears were 
“ exceedingly increafed by his Majefty’s late going 
“ into the Houfe of Commons, attended by a multi- 
tude of armed men, for the apprehending of divers 
‘‘ members of that Houfe, to the endangering his own 
perfon, and the perfons and privileges of that ho- 
“ nourable aflembly. That the elfedls of thofe fears 
“ tended not only to the overthrow of the whole trade 
“ of that city and kingdom, which they felt already 
“ in a deep meafure, but threatened the utter ruin of 
the Proteftant religion, and the lives and liberties 
of all his fubje<5ls ; and therefore they prayed his 
Majelly, that, by the advice of his great council in 
Parliament, the Proteftants in Ireland might be 
“ fpeedily relieved ; the Tower put into the hands of 
“ perfons of trull ; that, by removal of doubtful and 
unknown perfons from about Whitehall and Well- 
“ minller, a known and approved guard might be ap- 
pointed for the fafety of his Majelly and the Par- 
liament ; and that the Lord Kimbolton, and the 
five members of the Houfe of Commons lately ac- 
“ cufed, might not be rellrained of liberty, or other- 
wife proceeded againll, than according to the privi- 
leges of Parliament.” 

The King very well underllood from w-hat fpirit 
this petition proceeded, and the inconvenience of 
giving fo much countenance to it, as the very receiv- 
ing it was, if he could have avoided it. But the tor- 
rent was too llrong to be refilled by any direA 
ftrength he could raife againll it ; and therefore he 
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fefolved to endeavour to divide and reduce them, by 
the rngfl: gracious defcending to their pretended fears 
and appfeheniions ; and the fame day gave them this 
anfwer ; “ That, for the fad bufmcfs of Ireland, he His Majef- 
could not poffibly exprefs a greater fenfe than 
had done, there being nothing left on his part un- 
“ offered, or undone. For the T#wer, he wondered 
that, having removed a fervant of truft from tliat 
“ charge, only to fatisfy the fears of the city, and put 
in another of unqueftionable reputation and known 
ability, the petitioners fhould ftill entertain thofe 
“ fears ; and whatfoever preparation of llrength was 
“ there made, was with as great an eye of fafety and 
advantage to the city, as to his own perfon, and 
“ fhould be equally employed to both. 

“ For the fortifying Whitehall with men and am* 
munition in an unufual way, he doubted not, that 
“ they had obferved the ftrange provocation he liad 
received to entertain that guard ; that, by the dif- 
“ orderly and tumultuous conflux of people at Weft- 
minfter and Whitehall, his great Council was not 
only difquieted, but his owm royal perlbn in dan- 
“ ger ; moft fedltious language being uttered even 
“ under his own windows. And if any citizens had 
“ been wounded, or ill treated, he w'as confidently 
“ alTured, that it had happened by their own evil and 
corrupt demeanours. For the fireworks in the hands 
“ of a Papift, he knew nothing, nor underftood whom, 

“ or what they meant. 

“ For his going to the Houfe of Commons, wdien 
“ his attendants were no otherwife armed than as gen- 
“ tlemen with fw'ords, he w^as perluaded, that if rliey 
knew the clear grounds, upon whicJi tliofe perfons 
flood accufed of high trcalon, and what would be 
VOL. I. p. a. p p proved 
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proved againft them, with which they fhould in 
“ due time be acquainted, and conlidered the gentle 
“ way he took for their apprehenfion, (which he pre- 
“ ferred before any courfe of violence, though that 
“ way had been very juftifiable ; lince it was noto- 
“ rioufly known, that no privilege of Parliament can 
extend to treafo^, felony, or breach of peace), they 
“ would believe his going thither was an a<ft of grace 
“ and favour to that Houfe, and the moft peaceable 
“way of liaving that neceflary fervice performed; 
“ there being fuch orders made for the refiftance of 
“ what authority foever for their apprehenfion ; and 
“ for the proceedings againft thofe perfons, he ever 
intended the fame fhould be with all juftice and 
“ favour, according to the laws and ftatutes of the 
“ realm ; to which all innocent men would cheerfully 
“ fubmit. And this extraordinary way of fatisfying 
“ a petition of fo unufual a nature, he faid, he was 
“ confident would be thought the greateft inftance 
“ could be given of his clear intentions to his fub- 
“ jeefts ; and of the Angular efteem he had of the 
“ good aft'eeftions of that city, which he hoped in 
“ gratitude would never be wanting to his juft com- 
“ mands and fervice.” 

It was no wonder that they, who at fuch a time 
could be corrupted to frame and deliver fuch a peti- 
tion, would not be reformed by fuch an anfwer. Nei- 
ther will it be here unfeafonable, to fpend a little time 
in confidering how the affeeftions and tempers of fo 
rich and opulent a city, which could naturally expeft 
to profper only by peace and agreement, were wrought 
upon and tranfported to that degree, as to be the 
chief inftruments of its own and the kingdom’s de- 
ftru(ftion. 


The 
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The city of London, as the metropolis of England, tik- ftatc 
by it^tuation the moft capable of trade, and by the ot the City 
moft m^i^l refidence of the Court, and the fixed fta-“'t 
tion of theTburts of juftice for the public admini-'""''' 
ftration thereof throughout the kingdom, the chief 
feat of trade, was, by the fucceffive countenance and 
favour of princes, ftrengthened with great charters 
and immunitieSj and was a corporation governed with- 
in itfelf ; the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen, Sheriffs, 
chofen by themfelves ; feveral companies incorporated 
within the great corporation ; whichj befides notable 
privileges, enjoyed lands and perquilites to a very 
great revenue. By the incredible increafe of trade, 
which the diftradfions of other countries, and the 
peace of this, brought, and by the great licence of re- 
fort thither, it was, fince this King’s accefs to the 
crown, in riches, in people, in buildings, marvelloufly 
increafed, infomuch as the fuburbs were almoft equal 
to the cit)'^ ; a reffrmation of which liad been often in 
contemplation, never purfued, wife men forefeeing 
that fuch a fulnefs could not be there, without an 
emptinefs in other places ; and whilft fo many per- 
fons of honour and eftates were fo delighted with the 
city, the government of the country mull: be neg- 
lefted, befides the excefs, and ill hulbandry, that 
would be introduced thereby. But fuch forefight was 
interpreted a morofity, and too great an oppreflion 
upon the common liberty ; and fo, little was applied to 
prevent fo growing a difeafe. 

As it had thefe and many other advantages and 
helps to be rich, fo it was looked upon too much of 
late time as a common ftock not eafy to be ex- 
haufted, and as a body not to be grieved by ordinary 
adls of injuftice ; and therefore, as it was a place of 
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refort, in all cafes of neceflxty, for the fudden borrow- 
ing great fums of money, in which they were ^com- 
monly merchants too good for the Crown, it was 
become a pradlice, upon any fpecious 'pretences, to 
void the fecurity, that was at any time given for mo- 
ney fo borrowed. 

Thus after many queftionings of their charter, 
which were ever removed by conliderable fums of 
money, a grant made by the King in the beginning 
of his reign, (in confideration of great fums of mo- 
ney), of good quantities of land in Ireland, and of the 
city of Londonderry there, was voided by a fuit in the 
Star-Chamber ; all the lands, after a vaft expence in 
building and planting, refumed into the King’s hands, 
and a fine of fifty thoufand pounds impofed upon the 
city. Which fentence being pronounced after a long 
and public hearing, during which time they were 
often invited to a compolition, both in refpeft of the 
fubftance, and the circumftances of proceeding, made 
a general impreflion in the minds of the citizens of all 
conditions, much to the difadvantage of the Court ; 
and though the King afteiw'ards remitted to them the 
penalties of that fentence, they imputed that to the 
power of the Parliament, and rather remembered how 
the benefit of their grant had been taken from them, 
than by whom it was reftored : fo that, at the begin- 
ning of the Parliament, the city was as ill affedted to 
the Court as the country was ; and therefore chofe 
fuch burgefi’es to fit there, as had either eminently op- 
pofed the Court, or accidentally been oppreffed by it. 

The chief government and fuperintendency of the 
city is in the Mayor and Aldermen ; which, in that 
little kingdom, refembles the Houfe of Peers ; and the 
Common Council is the reprefentativx body thereof, 

like 
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like the Houfe of Commons, to order and agree to all 
taxes^s^ates, and fuch particulars belonging to the 
civil poh«^. The Common Council are cholen every 
year, fo many for every parifli, of the wifeft and moll 
lubflantial citizens, ^the veftry, and common con- 
vention of the peo^ of that parifli ; and as the 
wealthieft and bell reputed men were commonly 
chofen, fo, though the eledlion was once a year, it 
was formerly fcarce ever known, that any man once 
chofen was afterwards rejected or left out, except 
upon difeovery of an enormous crime, and decaying 
in fortune to a bankrupt ; otherwife, till he was called 
to be alderman, or died, he continued, and was every 
year returned of the Common Council. 

After the beginning of this Parliament, when thofe 
who fleered at Weftminller found by their experience 
in the cafe of the Earl of Strafford, of what confe- 
quence the city might be to them, and afterwards 
found, by the courage of the prefent Lord Mayor, 
Sir Richard Gourney, who cannot be too often or too 
honourably mentioned, that it might be kept from 
being difpofed by them ; and that the men of wealth 
and ability, who at firll had concurred with them, 
begun now to difeern that they meant to lead them 
further than they had a mind to go ; they diretled 
their confidents, that at the election of the Common 
Council-men by the concurrence and number of the 
meaner people, all fuch who were moderate men, and 
lovers of the prefent government, fhould be rejedletl ; 
and in their places men of the moll aftive and prag- 
matical heads, of how mean fortunes foever, fiiould 
be elected : and by this means that body in great part 
now confifted of upftart, fadtious, indigent compa- 
nions, who were ready to receive all advertilements 
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and diredlions from Weftminfter, and as forward to 
encroach upon their fuperiors, the Mayor and 
men. And fo this firebrand of privilege inflaffied the 
city at that time. 

That they might gratify th^city in "procuring a 
better anfwer than they had reeved from the King 
to their petition, and that they might more expofe 
his Majefty to their affronts, the Houfe refumed the 
bufinefs of the Tower again, with the old reflexions 
upon the removal of the former good Lieutenant, and 
the putting in a rude perfon, and of a defperate for- 
tune, as they called him, that he might ufe fuch pri- 
foners, as there was an intent to fend thither, in fuch 
a manner as he fhould be direXed ; and that the per- 
fon, who was fince put in, had put the city into great 
apprehenfions, by the obfervation that was made, that 
he took great ftore of provifions into the Tower, as if 
he made provifion for a greater garrifon, which raifed 
great jealoufies ; and there was a petition brouglit, 
and delivered to the Houfes in the names of fevcral 
merchants who ufed to trade to the mint ; in which 
tliey defired that there might be fuch a perfon made 
Lieutenant of the Tower, “ as they could confide in,” 
(an cxprelfion that grew from that time to be much 
ufed), without which no man would venture bullion 
into the mint, and by confequence no merchant would 
bring it into the kingdom. Whereas in truth there 
was no gentleman in the kingdom of a better reputa- 
tion amongfl: all forts of men, and there had been 
more bullion brought into the mint in the fhort time 
of his being Lieutenant, than had been in many 
months before : and amongfl: thofe perfons, which fo 
folemnly delivered that petition, and had all fub- 
feribed it, there were very few who had ever fent any 
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lilver into the mint. However, the Houfe entertained 
the^^pQipkint as very reafonable, and fent for a con- 
ference wi^h the Lords, with whom they prevailed to 
join with them-in a defire to the King, “ that he 
“ would remove Sir John Byron from being Lieute- 
“ nant of the Tower ;”%hich the King for fome time 
refufed to do, till they prefled it in another manner, 
which fliall be mentioned anon. 

The committee, that ftill continued to lit in Lon- 

, ... niittfc of 

don, intended no other bufinefs, but their own pnvi- the com. 
leges ; fent for, and examined, as hath been livid, all triinra6\s in 
men who had attended his Majefty, or had been ca- ‘ 
fually prefent in the hall, or at the doors of the Com- 
mons’ Houfe, when the King was there : and all fuch 
examinations, as teftified any extravagant difeourfe 
uttered by any loofe fellow, who had accidentally put 
himfelf into the company, though it appeared he had 
no relation to the King’s fervice, were carefully en- 
tered, and publifhed ; but fucji as declared the King’s 
Arid: command againft any violence or diforder, and 
his pofitive charge, that no man lliould prefume to 
follow him into the Houfe of Commons, (as full proof 
was made to them of thofe particulars), were as care- 
fully fupprefl'ed and concealed. 

The Sheriffs of London had been directed to ap- 
point a guard to attend the committee, whilll it 
flvould continue there ; and then to guard the Houfes 
when they fhould again lit at Weftminfter. The ac- 
cufed perfons, who lodged all this time in the city, 
were brought to the committee with much ftate, and 
fate with them to devife fome way to vindicate them- 
felves. 

Then a declaration was agreed upon by tlie Com- 
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A rifciara. moHs Only, in which was fet forth, that the cham- 
commons “ bcrs, fludics, and trunks of Mr. Hollis, Sir ^!;thur 
“ Hallerig, Mr. Pym, Mr. Hambden, and J^.'Str^de, 
members. <{ been by colour of his MajeftyVw'arrant fealed 
“ up ; which was not only againft the privilege of 
“ Parliament, but the common liberty of every fub- 
“ je6l ; that the fame members had been the fame 
“ day demanded by a Serjeant at Arms to be delivered 
“ to him, tliat he might arreft them of high treafon; 
“ that the next day his Majefty came to the Houfe in 
“ his own perfon, attended by a multitude of armed 
“ men, in a warlike manner, with halberts, fwords, 
“ and piftols, who came up to tlie very door of the 
“ Houfe, and placed themfelves there, and in other 
“ places and paffages near to the Houfe, to the great 
“ terror and difturbance of the members then fitting; 
“ that his Majefiy, fitting in the Speaker’s chair, de- 
“ manded the perfons of thofe members to be deli- 
“ vered, to him; whiejj was a high breach of the 
“ rights and privileges of Parliament, and inconfiftent 
“ with tlie liberties anil freedom tliercof ; that after- 
*• wards his Majefiy did iflue forth feveral warrants to 
“ divers officers under liis own hand, for the appre- 
“ lienfion of their perfons, which by law he could 
“ not do.” And thereupon they declared, “ that if 
“ any perfon fiiould arrefl Mr. Hollis, &c. or any 
“ other member of Parliament, by pretence of any 
“ warrant ifluing out from the King, he was guilty of 
“ the breach of the privilege of Parliament, and a 
“ public enemy of the commonwealth ; and that the 
“ arrefling any member of Parliament, by any war- 
“ rant whatfoever, without confent of that Houfe, 
“ whereof he is a member, is a breach of the privi- 
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lege of Parliament : and the perfon that fhall fo 
him is declared a public enemy of the 
comiifttjnwealth.” 

They pubU-lhed, “ that it did fully appear by feveral 
examinations, that many foldiers, papifts and others, 
“ to the number of about five hundred, came with 
“ his Majefty to the Houfe of Commons, armed ; and 
‘‘ that fome of them, holding up their piftols cocked 
near the door of the Houfe, which they kept open, 
faid, I am a good markfman ; I can hit right, I war- 
“ rant you : and faid, they would have the door 
“ open ; and if any oppofition was made, they made 
“ no queftion but they fhould maintain their party ; 
“ and that fome faid, A pox take the Houfe of Com- 
mons ; let them be hanged. And when the King 
returned from the Houfe, they expreffed great dif- 
" content, afking, when comes the worJ: that fome 
“ of them being demanded what they thought the 
“ company intended to have done, anfwered, that 
queftionlefs in the pofture they were fct in, if the 
“ %vord liad been given, they fhould have fallen upon 
“ the Houfe of Commons, and have cut all their 
■“ throats ; upon which they faid they were of opi- 
“ nion, that the foldiers and papifts coming in that 
“ manner with his Majefty was to take away fome of 
the members of the Houfe; and if they fiiould have 
“ found oppofition, or denial, then to have fallen 
upon the Houfe in a hoftile manner.” 

And they did thereupon declare, “ That the fame was 
a traitorous defign againft the King and Parliament. 
And whereas the perfons accufed had, with the ap- 
probation of the Houfe, abfcnted themfelves from 
“ the fervice of the Houfe, for avoiding the great and 
‘‘ many inconveniences, which otherwife might have 

“ happened ; 
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“ happened ; lince which time, a printed paper in the 
form of a proclamation had iflued out for th^v^p- 
“ prehending and imprifoning them, fugge^kfg, that 
through the confcience of their guilt they were ab- 
“ fent and fled they did further declare, “ that the 
faid printed paper was falfe, and fcandalous, and il- 
“ legal ; and that notwithftanding that printed paper, 
“ or any warrant iflued out, or any other matter 
againft them, they might and ought to attend the 
“ fcrvice of the Houfe, and the committees then on 
“ foot ; and that it was lawful for all perfons what- 
“ foever to lodge, harbour, and converfe with them j 
“ and whofoever fliould be queftioned for the fame, 
“ fhould be under the protedlion and privilege of 
Parliament.” 

And they declared, " That the publilhing the arti- 
cles of high treafon againft: the perfons accufed, was 
a high breach of the privilege of Parliament, a great 
“ fcandal to his Majefty and his government, a fedi- 
“ tious a<ft, manifeftly tending to the fubverfion of 
“ the peace of the kingdom, and an injury and dif- 
“ honour to the members ; and that the privileges of 
“ Parliament, and liberties of the fubjeeft, fo violated 
and broken, could not be fully and fufficiently vin- 
dicated, unlefs the King would be gracioufly pleafed 
“ to difeover the names of thofe perfons, who advifed 
him to do the particular aefts before mentioned, 

“ that they might receive condign punilhment.” 

This ftrange declaration, fo contrary to the known 
rules and judgments of law, and to the known 
praftice and proceedings of Parliament, was no fooner 
framed and agreed upon in the committee, than it 
was printed, and publilhed throughout the city and 
kingdom, before it was confirmed by, or reported to 

the 
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the Houfe ; which is againft the cuftom of Parlia- 
menJ,(4For, by that cuftom, no a6l done at any com- 
mittee IKbuld be divulged before the fame be re- 
ported to the Houfe. 

The truth is, it cannot be expreffed how great a 
change there appeared to be in the countenance and 
minds of all forts of people, in t6wn and country, 
upon thefe late proceedings of the King. They, who 
had before even loft their fpirits, having loft their 
credit and reputation, except amongft the meaneft 
people, who could never have been made ufe of by 
them, when the greater ftiould forfake them ; and fo 
defpaired of ever being able to compafs their defigns 
of malice, or ambition, (and fome of them had re- 
fumed their old refolutions of leaving the kingdom), 
now again recovered greater courage than ever, and 
cjuickly found that their credit and reputation was as 
great as ever it had been ; the Court being reduced 
to a lower condition, and to more difefteem and neg- 
lect, than ever it had undergone. All that they had 
formerly faid of plots and confpiracies againft the Par- 
liament, which hud before been laughed at, was now 
thought true and real ; and all their fears and jealou- 
fies looked upon as the effects of their great wifdom 
and forefight. All that had been whifpered of Ireland 
was now talked aloud and printed ; as all other fedi- 
tious pamphlets and libels were. The fhops of the 
city generally fhut up, as if an enemy were at their 
gates ready to enter, and to plunder them ; and the 
people in all places at a gaze, as if they looked only 
for diredUons, and were then difpofed to any under- 
taking. 

On the other fide, they who had, with the greateft 
courage and alacrity, oppofed all their feditious prac- 
tices. 
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ticcs, between grief and anger were confounded with 
the confideration of what had been done, an^'^hat 
was like to follow. They were far from thinking that 
the accufed members had received much wrong ; yet 
they thought it an unfeafonable time to call them to 
an account for it. That if any thing had beCn to be 
done of that kind, there Ihould have been a fitter 
choice of the perfons, there being many of the Houfe, 
of more mifchievous inclinations, and defigns againft 
the King’s perfon and the government, and who were 
more expofed to the public prejudice, than the Lord 
Kimbolton was ; who was a civil and well natured 
man, and had rather kept ill company, than drank 
deep of that infection and poifon, that had wrought 
upon many others. Then Sir Arthur Haflcrig and 
Mr. Strode were perfons of too low an account and 
efteem; and though their virulence and malice was 
as confpicuous and tranfcendent as any man's, yet 
their reputation and intereft to do mifcliief, otherwife 
than in concurring in it, was fo final], that they gained 
credit and authority by being joined with the refi, 
who had indeed a great influence. However, fince 
there w'as a refolution to proceed againft thole men, 
it would have been mucli better to have caufed therii 
to have been all feverally arrefted, and lent to the 
Tower, or to other prilons, which might have been 
very eafily done before fufpefted, than to fend in 
that manner to the Houfes with that formality, which 
would be liable to fo many exceptions. At leaft, they 
ought fo far to have imparted it to members in both 
hioufes, who might have been trufted, that in the in- 
flant of the accufation, when both Houfes were in 
that confternation, (as in a great confternation they 
were), fomew'hat might have been prelied confidently 
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towards the King’s fatisfaftion ; which would have 
p^odj^ed fome oppolition and contradi6lion, and 
might have prevented that univerfal concurrence and 
clejedtion of fpirit, which feized upon and poffefled 
both Houfes. 

But, above all, the anger and indignation was very 
great and general, that to all the other overfights and 
prefumptions was added the expofing the dignity, and 
majefty, and fafety of the King, in his coming in per- 
fon, in that manner, to the Houfe of Commons ; and 
in going the next day, as he did, to the Guildhall, 
and to the Lord Mayor’s, which drew fuch reproaches 
upon him to his face. All which was juftly imputed 
to tlie Lord Digby, who had before fewer true friends 
than he deferved, and had now almofl: the whole na* 
tion his enemies, being the moft univerfally odious of 
any man in it. 

When the Houfe of Commons had palled fuch 
votes from the committee at Merchant-Taylors’ Hall, 
as they thought neceflary, and had once more ad- 
journed thither, the committee alked the advice of 
the Houfe, whether the accufed members might be 
prefent with them, (who had in truth direfted and 
governed all their proceedings from the time they fate 
there) : which was not only approved, but thofe mem- 
bers required to attend the Houfe the next day it was to 
lit, and fo to continue the fervice of the Houfe, which 
was then adjourned for three or four days, that the 
city might appear in fuch a pofture, as Ihould be 
thought convenient. 

The noife was fo great of the preparations made in 
the city to bring the accufed members in triumph to 
the Parliament, and that the whole militia would ac- 
company them, whilft the feamen and mariners made 

an 
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an appearance in barges, and other veflels, upon the 
Thames to Weftmlnfter, that the King thougjit it 
convenient to remove again from Whitehall ; and fo 
on the tenth of January, which was the eve to that 
great feftival, his Majefty, the Queen, and the royal 
The King children, went from Whitehall to Hampton-Court, 
royarfami- waited ou by fome few of their own houfehold fervants, 
to H^mp! thirty or forty of thofe officers, who had attended 
ton-court. at Whitehall for fecurity againft the tumults. 

Before his going, he fent to the Earls of Effex and 
Holland to attend him in his journey ; who were both 
by their places, the one being Lord Chamberlain of 
his Houfehold, the other the firft Gentleman of his 
Bedchamber, or Groom of the Stole, obliged to that 
duty. The Earl of Elfex refolved to go ; and to that 
purpofe was making himfelf ready, when the Earl of 
Holland came to him, and privately dilluacled him ; 
affiiring him, that if they two went, they fhould be 
both murdered at Hampton-Court : whereupon they 
left the King to his fmall retinue in a moft difconfo- 
late, perplexed condition, in more need of comfort 
and counfel, than they had ever known him ; and, 
inftead of attending their Matter in that exigent, they 
went together into the city, where the committee fate, 
and where they were not the lefs welcome for being 
known to have been invited to have waited upon their 
Majetties. They who wiffied the King bett, were 
not forry that he theft withdrew from Whitehall ; for 
the infolence, with which all that people were tranf- 
ported, and the animofity, which was infufed into 
the hearts of the people in general againtt the Court, 
and even againtt the perfon of the King, cannot be 
expreffed. 

Whilft the committee fate in London, the Common 
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Council likewife met, as hath been faid, to the end 
they/Hinight be ready to comply in any particulars 
fhould be defired from the city ; and fo the commit- 
tee having refolved, “ that the aftions of the citizens 
“ of London, or of any other perfon whatfoever for 
“ the defence of the Parliament, or the privileges 
‘‘ thereof, or the prefervation of the members thereof, 

“ were according to their duty, and to their late pro- 
“ tcftation, and the laws of this kingdom and if 
any perfon fhould arreft or trouble any of them for 
fo doing, he was declared “ to be a public enemy of 
the commonwealth and in the next place having 
refolved, “ that that vote Ihould be made known to 
“ the Common Council of the city of London,” the 
accufed members about two of the clock in the after- The ac- 
noon on the eleventh of January, being the next day members 
after the King went to Hampton-Court, came from "''triumph 
their lodgings in the city to Weftminfter, guarded 
the Sheriffs, and Trained-bands of London and Weft- Jim. u.’ 
minfter, and attended by a conflux of many thoufands 
of people befides, making a great clamour againft Bi- 
fliops and Popifh Lords, and for the privileges of Par- 
liament ; fome of them, as they paffed by Whitehall, 
afking, with much contempt, “ what was become of 
“ the King and his Cavaliers ? and whither he was 
gone ?” 

From London-bridge to Weftminfter, the Thames 
was guarded with above a hundred lighters and long- 
boats, laden with fmall pieces of ordnance, and drefl’ed 
up with waift-clothes and ftreamers, as ready for fight. 

And that the Trained-bands of London might be 
under the command of a perfon fit to lead them, they 
granted a commiflion to Captain Skippon, who was 
Captain of the Artillery-Garden, to be Major-General 
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of the militia of the city of London ; an office never 
before heard of, nor imagined that tliey lud authority 
to conftitute. The man had ferved very long in 
Holland, and from a common foldier had raifed him- 
fclf to the degree of a captain, and to the reputation 
of a good officer ; he was a man of order and fobriety, 
and untainted with any of thofe vices, which the offi- 
cers of that army were exercifed in and had newly 
given over that fervice upon fome exceptions he Iiad 
to it ; and, coming to London, was by fome friends 
preferred to that command in the Artillery-Garden, 
which was to teach the citizens the exercife of their 
arms. He was altogether illiterate, and having been 
fared always abroad, brought difaffedfion enough with 
him from thence againft the Church of England, and 
fo was much careffed and trufted by that party. 

This man marched that day in the head of their 
tumultuary army to the Parliament-Houfe ; where the 
accufed members were no fooner entered, than they 
magnified “ the great kindnefs and affedlion they had 
found in the city, and their zeal to the Parliament ; 
and if their expreffions of it, upon this extraordi- 
nary occafion, had been fomewhat unufual, that the 
Houfe was engaged in honour to protedl and defend 
" them from receiving any damage.” Whereupon 
the Sheriffs of London were called into the Houfe of 
Commons, and thanked by the Speaker for their ex- 
traordinary care, and love expreffed to the Parlia- 
ment ; and told, “ that they fhould have an ordinance 
“ of Parliament for their indemnity, declaring that all 
their a6tions of refpedt and kindnefs, which they 
had fhewed to the Lords and Commons in London, 
" and their attending them to and at Wefiminfter, 
was legal and juftifiable.” The mailers and officers 
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of fliips were likewife called in, and moft heartily 
thanked for their kindnefs ; and Serjeant-Major- 
General Skippon appointed every day to attend at 
Weftminfter,- with fuch a guard as he thought fuffi- 
cient for the two Houfes. There was one circum- 
ftance not to be forgotten in the march of the citi- 
zens that daj'-, when the fhew by water was little 
inferior to the other by land, that the pikemen had 
faftened to the tops of their pikes, and tlie reft in 
their hats, or their bofoms, printed papers of the pro- 
teftation which had been taken, and enjoined by tlie 
lloufe of Commons the year before for the defence 
of the privilege of Parliament ; and many of them 
had the printed votes of the King’s breaking their 
privileges in his coming to the Houfe, and demanding 
their members. 

As foon as the citizens and mariners were dif- The Buck, 
charged, fome Buckinghamlhire men, who were faid to IhfreTnVs 
be at tlie door, with a petition, and had indeed waited 
upon the triumph w'ith a train of feveral thoufand^*^*^’""'- 

^ , . .... IHOlls, 

men, were called in ; who delivered tlieir petition in 
the name of the inhabitants of the county of Buck- 
ingliam, and faid it was brouglit to the town by about 
fix tlioufand men. “ They commended the unwea- 
“ tied pains of the Houfe of Commons, for the redrefs 
“ of the preftures they had lain under ; but com- 
“ plained tliat tlie fuccefs was not anfwerable, their 
“ endeavours being fruftrated or retarded by a ma- 
“ lignant faeftion of Popifh Lords, Bifliops, and 
“ others ; and now of late, to take all that little hope, 

“ was left, from them, of a future reformation, the very 
“ being of the Parliament was fhaken, the privileges 
“ thereof broken in a defperate and unexampled man- 
“ ncr, and the members thereof unaft'ured of their 
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“ lives, in whofe fafety, the fafety of them and their 
“ pofterity was involved. They held it therefore 
“ their duty, according to their late proteRation, to 
“-defend and maintain the perfons' and privileges 
“ thereof, to the utmoft power of their lives and 
“ elfatcs ; to which purpofe, they faid, they were then 
“ come to make the humble tender of their fervice, 
“ and w’ould remain in expedfation of their com- 
“ mands and order ; to the execution whereof they 
“ would with all alacrity addrefs tliemfelves, ready to 
“ live by them, or to die at their feet, againft whom- 
“ foever fliould in any fort illegally attempt upon 
“ them. 

“ They befought them therefore to alhft the ardent 
“ prayers of the petitioners, that the Popifh Lords and 
“ Bilhops might be forthwith outed the Houfe of 
“ Peers ; that all privileges of Parliament might be 
“ confirmed to them, and that all evil counfellors, the 
“ Achans of the commonwealth, might be given up 
“ to the hands of juftice ; without all which, they 
“ faid, they had not the leaft hope of Ifrael’s peace, 
“ or to reap thofe glorious advantages, which the 
“ fourteen months feed-time of their unparalleled en- 
“ deavours had given to their unfatisfied expedta- 
“ tions.” 

When they had received thanks for their wonder- 
ful afFedlion, and were told, that, “ by the great care 
“ of the city of London, the Parliament was fuffi- 
“ ciently guarded and allured ; and therefore that 
“ they might depart to their houfes till further occa- 
“ lion appeared, of which they fliould be fure to be 
“ informed one of them faid, “ they had another 
“ petition, which they meant to prefer to the King ; 
“ but delired their advice, whether that Houfe would 
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vouchfafe to recommend it, or whether they thera- 
“ felves fhould deliver it.” For that, they received 
new thanks ; and were wifhed, “ that fix or eight 
of them fhould prefent it to his Majefty in the 
“ name of the reft for the Iloufe faw their wifdom 
and moderation fuch, that they prefumed they of 
themfelves were A'ery able to manage that bufinefs. 

When they had thus carefted the Commons, thev'J’’'''y ‘'”'0 

petition tlic 

went to the Houfe or Lords with another petition^ Houicot 
complaining “ of the malignant faction, which ten- " 

“ dered the endeavours of the Houle of Commons 
“ fuccefslefs,” and laid, “ that in refpeft of that late 
“ attempt upon the honourable Iloufe of Commons, 

“ they were come to ofter their fervice, as refolved in 
“ their juft defence to live and die. And therefore they 
“ did humbly pray, that that moft honourable Houfe 
“ would cooperate with the Houfe of Commons, in 
“ fpeedily perfecting the moft neceli'ary work of re- 
“ formation, bringing to condign and exemplary pu- 
“ nilhment both wicked counfellors, and other plot- 
“ ters and delinquents ; and that the whole kingdom 
“ might be put into fuch a prefent poflure of de- 
“ fence, that they might be fafe both from all prac^ 
tices of the malignant party at home, and the en- 
“ deavours of any ill-aft'eted ftates abroad.” The 
Lords were as civil to them as the Commons had 
been, and gave them great thanks. And from thence 
they went to find out the King with their petition toThey peti- 
him; in which they complained, “ that Mr. Hamb-Kinj. 

den, w'hom they had chofen Knight of their ftiire, 

“ and in whom they had ever good caufe to confide, • 
was, to their great amazement, accufed, amongft 
“ the others, of high treafon. They laid, that having 
“ taken into their ferious confideration the- manner 
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“ of their impeachment, they could not but conceive 
“ that it did oppugn the rights of Parliament, to the 
“ maintenance whereof their proteftation did bind 
“ them ; and they did believe, that the malice, which 
“ his and the others zeal to his Majefty’s fervice, and 
“ the State, had raifed in the enemies of his Majefty, 
“ the Church, and the Commonwealth, had occa- 
“ honed that foul accufation, rather than any ill dc- 
“ ferts of theirs ; and that through their lidcs the 
“ judgment and care of the petitioners and others were 
wounded, by whofe choice they were prefented to 
“ the Houfe ; and therefore they did humbly defirc 
“ his Maiehy, that Mr. Hambden, and the reft, who 
lay under the burthen of that accufation, might 
“ enjoy the juft privileges of Parliament.” So from 
tills day we may reafonably date the levying of war 
In England ; w'hatfocver hath been fince done being 
but the fuperftrutftures upon thofe foundations, which 
were then laid. 

The members being in this manner placed again 
upon their thrones, and the King retired with his 
poor family to Hampton-Court, they reviewed their 
votes, which had palfed in the committee in the city, 
which they had caufed every night to be printed 
without flaying for the confirmation of the Houfe ; 
and where they had any defedf, as they thought, or 
by the interpretation of others, they fupplied them 
with more ftrength and authority. So they provided 
and declared, “ that no member of Parliament fhould 
“ be arrefted upon any pretence whatfoever.” And 
becaufe it had been infilled on, that they would not 
make any declaration fo much againft the known law, 
which allowed no privilege in the cafe of treafon, felony, 
or br-each of the peace, they now added, that “ even in 
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“ the cafe of treafon no member ought or could be 
“ arrefted, or proceeded againft, without firft inform- 
“ ing the Houfe, of which he was a member, of the 
“ charge and evidence againft him, and receiving 
“ tlieir leave and diredlion for the proceeding againft 
“ him.” And that men might hereafter be more 
wary how they were made inftrumental in bringing 
any reproach upon them, they appointed a committee 
to prepare a charge againft Herbert, the King's At- 
torney General, for prelliming; to accufc the members 
of high treafon ; which was made ready accordingly, 
and profecuted with W'onderful vigour, as will be re- 
membered hereafter. 

They refolved that the King fhonld not enjoy much 
eafe and quiet in his retreat ; and therefore every day 
lent fome committee or other to him with petitions 
and expoftuhations : a committee of Lords and Com- 
mons .attended him with a grievous complaint of the 
breacli of privilege, they had fuftained by his coming 
to the Houfe ; and delired him “ that he would in- 
“ form them w'ho had given him th.at pernicious 
“ counfel, that fuch evil counfellors might be brought 

to juftice, and receive condign punifhment.” And 
when they found that the Lord Digby, whom they ge- 
nerally believed to be the author and contriver of all 
that tranfadlion, though they could have no evidence 
of it, had withdrawn himfelf from Court, and they 
well enough knew had tranfported himfelf beyond the 
feas, they brought witnefles to the bar, who affirmed, 
“ that there were, on fuch a day, fevcr.al officers, 
“ w'hereof the unbeloved Lunsford was one, afl’embled 
“ together at Kingfton upon Thames near Hampton- 
“ Court ; and that the Lord Digby came thither to 
“ them in a coach with fix horfes from Hampton- 
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“ Court, and conferred with them a long time, and 
“ then returned again thither.” They were well 
fatished witli the evidence, and forthwith accufed 
him to the lloufe of Peers of high treafon, for the 
levying of war againfl: the King and Parliament ; and 
a proclamation was fliortly ilTued out for his appre- 
henlion, when all the town knew, that he was fafely 
arrived in Zealand. They refumed the confideration 
of the Lieutenant of the Tower ; and upon new in- 
formation that much provihon was fent in thither every 
day, they fent for Sir John Byron, who appeared at their 
bar, and gave fo full anfwers to all the queftions they 
alkcd of him, that theycould not but dilinifs him. How- 
ever they fent again to the King to remove him, and 
put a fitter man into the place, and recommended Sir 
John Colliers to him, as a man in whom they could 
confide ; and becaufe they did not fpeedily receive 
fuch an anlwen as they liked, they appointed their 
Major-General Skippon to place fuch guards about 
the Tower, as might prevent the carrying in more 
provifion of victual thither, than would ferve for one 
day’s confumption ; notwithftanding which, the King 
would not confent to their delire. 

All men were now in union in both Iloufes : the 
Lords had not yet recovered the courage to diflent in 
any one propolition made to them from the Com- 
mons ; and in their Houfe no man durft prefume to 
debate the matter of privilege, how far it extended, 
and in what cafes it was of no moment, left he might 
be thought to be privy to, and a counfellor of, that 
heinous breach, which had given them all this credit. 
In this confent and concurrence, all the votes, which 
had pafl’ed at the committee in London, and which 
had been by them communicated to the Common 
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Council, and fo divulged throughout the city and 
kingdom, were confirmed ; and thofe who objefted 
againfi any expreflions, which w'ere not warrantable, 
reprehended for taxing the diferetion of tlie com- 
mittee. 

And in one day both Iloufes agreed in and ex- 
ecuted three a6ls of fovereignty, even of as high a 
nature as any they have fince ventured upon ; the 
firft, “ in commanding the Sheriffs of London, by 
“ and with the advice of their new Serjeant-Major- 
“ General Skippon, to place a guard upon, that is to 
“ bcliege the Tower of London, to hinder the go- 
“ ing in of any provifions, or going out of any arms 
“ or ammunition the fecond, “ in appointing Sir 
“ John Hotham to go to Hull, which will be men- 
“ tinned anon the third, “ in fending an order to 
“ the Governor of Portfmouth, that nobody fhould 
“ be admitted into that town and fort, or fiifi'ercd to 
“ pafs from thence, or any thing to be difpofed of 
there, but by order from the King hgnified by both 
“ Houfes of Parliament.” 

After this, a meflage was refolved upon to be fent 
to the Governor of the Prince, “ that he fhould not 
“ fuffer the Prince to be tranfported out of the king- 
dom, as he w'ould anfwcr the breach of trufi: re- 
“ pofed in him concerning religion, and the honour, 

“ fafety, and peace of the three kingdoms and they 
declared, “ that any perfon, who fhould perfuade or 
“ attend upon him in inch tranfportation, fhould be 
under the fame cenfure.” With thefe high adls of 
public concernment they joined the vindication of 
themfelves from the late trefpafs : and to that end 
caufed the Attorney General to be publicly examined The c<>m. 
upon interrogatories, “ whether he did contrive, nunc the 
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General “ framc, Of aclvilc the articles of impeachment againft 
the ini- the members that were accufed ? wliether he knew 
oHhe^five^ truth of them upon his own knowledge, or by 
members, cc information ? whether he would undertake to make 
them good, when he fhould be thereunto called ? 
from whom he received them, and by whofe dircc- 
tion or advice he did exhibit them ? whether he had 
any teftiinony or proof of them before the exhi- 
iiiiaHfwcr. «« biting?” And having received his anfwer, that 
he had neitlicr framed, nor advifed them, nor knew' 
any tiling of the truth of them, nor could under- 
take to jultify them ; but that he had received them 
‘‘ from the King, and w'as by him commanded to ex- 
Thryvotea«f hibit them;” they prefently declared, “ that he had 
sauift iiiin. “ broken the privilege of Parliament in preferring 
“ thole articles, and that the fame was illegal, and he 
“ criminal for lo doing ; and that a charge lliould be 
“ lent to the Lords, in the name of the Houfe of 
“ Commons, againft the 7\ttorncy General, to have 
“ fatisfahtion for the great fcandal and injury to the 
“ members thereof, unlefs he did within five days 
“ bring in his proof, and make good the articles 
“ againft them.” 

So that they had now raifed to themfelves an unquef* 
tionable ftock of lecurity, when they had declared, 
“ tiiat tlicy might neitlier be apprehended by a war- 
rant under the King’s own liand, nor accufed by his 
** Attorney General, except themfelves were willing 
and they, who had concluded it moft exadly juft, that 
the Houle of Peers muft imprifon their own mem- 
bers, as faft as the Commons accufed them of high 
tfealon, and, by that rule, had, within lefs than a 
week before, freed themfelves of twelve Bifhops, who 
always oppofed their deligns, (and in a cafe, where 

every 
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every man’s confcience abfoivcd them of the guilt, of 
which they were charged), thought it now unanfwer- 
able reafon to condemn the juttice of the King’s pro- 
ceedings ; “ becaufe if a man lliould be committed 
“ and imprifoned as foon as the King accufed him of 
“ high treafon, the Parliament might by confequence 
“ be dilfolved ; fince he might fucceffively accufe the 
“ whole body which logic, if they had not pleafed 
to vote the contrary, would have run as well in their 
own cafe, upon their own licence of accufing, and more 
dangeroufly in refpeA of the Houfe of Peers, which 
might poUibly indeed have been thereby dilTolved. 

Though the King had removed himfelf out of the 
noife of Weftminfter, yet the cfFedls of it followed 
him very clofe ; for beddes the Buckinghamfliire 
petitioners, who alarmed him the fame, or the next 
day after lie came to Hampton-Court, feveral of the 
fame nature were every day prefented to him, in the 
name of other counties of the kingdom ; all which 
were printed, and fcattered abroad with the declara- 
tion of the Lord Digby’s levying war at Kinglfon 
upon Thames, and the proclamation for appreJiending 
him ; all which being fo induftrioufly difperfed, and 
without any colour, or ground of danger, but onlj'^ 
that the kingdom might be inured to the ftylc of the 
two Houfes, and exercifed in their commands againft 
the time that they meant to be in earneft, gave the 
King reafon to remove in few days from Hampton- I'lie Km? 
Court to his Callle at Windfor, where he could be 
more fecure from any fudden popular attempt ; of 
which he had reafon to be very apprehenfive, when, 
after thofe high aiffs of fedition at London and Weft- 
minfter were declared to be according to the laws of 
the land, ant) the proteftation lately taken, that pro- 
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teftation was by a new order enjoined to be adminl- 
ftered throughout the kingdom, and the names of all 
thofe who refufed to take it, which there was realon 
to believe many would upon their new gloffes, re- 
turned to the Houfe of Commons, who were as feverc 
inquilitors as could be found any where. 

Thence From tlience his Majelly fent a meffage to both 
fa^et^bothHoufes, “ That he took notice, that his proceedings 
iiouics. ft againft thofe perfons, whom he had accufed, (nam- 
“ ing them), were conceived by many to be illegal, 
and not agreeable to the privilege of Parliament ; 
“ and that he was fo delirous to give fatisfadion to all 
“ men in all matters that might feem to have rela- 
“ tion to privilege of Parliament, that he would wave 
“ his former proceedings ; and all doubts being by 
“ that means fettled, when the minds of men were 
“ compofed, he would proceed againft them in an 
“ unqueftionable way ; and he alfured both Houles, 
“ that upon all occalions he would be as careful of 
‘‘ their privileges as of his life, or his crown. To 
“ which he added, that, in all his proceedings againft 
“ thofe perfons, he had never the leaft intention of 
“ violating the leaft privilege of Parliament ; and in 
“ cafe any doubt of breach of privilege remained, he 
“ would be willing to aflert it by any reafonable way 
“ his Parliament lliould advife him to ; and therefore 
“ he delired them forthwith to lay by all jealoulies, 
“ and apply themfelves to the public and prelfing af- 
fairs, and efpecially to thofe of Ireland, wherein the 
“ good of the kingdom, and the true religion, which 
“ fhould ever be his firft care, were fo highly and fo 
“ nearly concerned. And he delired them, that his 
“ care of their privileges might increafe their care of 
“ his lawful prerogative, which was fo ncccflary to 

^ the 
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the mutual defence of each other, and both would 
“ be the foundation of a perpetual and perfect intelli- 
“ gence between his Majefty and Parliaments, and of 
“ the happinefs and profperity of his people.” 

But this mellage was not fuch as they looked for ; 
there feemcd ftill to be left a time for profecution ; 
and though the error in form feemcd to be confented 
to, yet the fubft3.nce and matter of the accufation 
might be Rill infifted on. And therefore they took 
no notice of it, but proceeded in inflaming all men 
with the fenfe of the breach of privilege ; and finding 
the general mettle fomewhat to abate, that they might 
keep up the apprehcnlion of danger, and the efteem 
of their darling the city, they confult about adjourn- 
ing both Houfes into London ; but finding fome 
danger of infringing the acl of Parliament, from 
whence fome advantage might be taken to their pre- 
judice, till that powder miglit be cleared by a law, they 
were contented to adjourn their Houfes as they had 
done for fome days, and to appoint committees, qua- 
lified w'ith more power than the Houfes had, to meet 
in London ; which, for the convenience of the Com- 
mon Council, wlio took up the Guildhall, chofe to lit 
in G rocers’ Hall. 

It was wondered, that, having all places fo much atTheiioufo* 
their devotion, they would remove from their more committees 
convenient feats at Weftminfter ; where they might Gro'ce'js* 
tranfaft w'hatfoever they delired without interruption, 
and where they were only diRurbed by their own di- 
rciRion. But the advantage they reaped by it was 
extraordinary ; for, befides the fears they difperfed 
abroad, and the confidence they gave their own 
friends of the city by being with them, they were 
fure, for the mofl part, to have a committee to their 
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own hearts’ defire ; fince, befides many out of lazinefs 
or indignation would not attend the fervice in fo in- 
convenient a place, very many, who troubled them 
mofl: in their counfels, durft not in earnefl: go thither, 
for fear of uncomely affronts, if not danger, their 
names being publifhed in the tumults as difaffefted 
perfons ; and they were thofe, indeed, which confti- 
tuted the malignant party, which they prayed againft : 
and they found it much eafier to tranfad any thing 
contrived and framed by fuch a committee, than ori- 
ginally offered and debated in either. Houfe, before 
the myftery w'as underffood by their profelytes, and 
when thofe, who too well underfiood it, did render 
their defigns Ibmetimes ineffedlual. 

The minds of men throughout the kingdom being 
now prepared to receive all their dibfates with reve- 
rence, and to obey all their orders, and to believe that all 
their fafety confifted in, and depended upon their au- 
thority, and there being few within the Houfe, who 
had courage to oppofe and contradidl them, they lent 
to the Lords to quicken them in the bill they had 
formerly fent to them concerning removing tlic Bifhops 
out of their Houfe ; which now, when tliere were fo 
many of them prifoners in the Tower, they prefumed 
The Com. would not mcct with fo great an oppofition. In the 
upon Saint- Houfe of Commons they called to have the bill read, 
of the mi- which had lain fo long there, the fame that had been 
brought in by Saint-John for the fettling tlie militia 
of the kingdom ; to which they now added “ the put- 
ting all the forts, caftles, and garrifons, into the 
“ hands of fuch perfons as they could confide in 
which was the expreffion they ufed, when they had a 
mind to remove any man from a place, of which he 
was juflly poflcfietl, “ that they could not confide in 

“■ him. 
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him, which they thought to be reafon enough 
“ to difplace any man.” When this bill had been 
with much ado accepted, and firft read, there were 
few men who imagined it would ever receive further 
countenance : but now there were few, who did not 
believe it to be a very neceflary provifion for the 
peace and fafety of the kingdom. So great an im- 
prehion had the late proceedings made upon them ; 
fo that with little oppofition it pafled the Commons, 
and was fent up to the Lords. 

Upon the difbanding the late army in the north, 
all the artillery, arms, and ammunition, that was pro- 
vided for that fervice, had been by the King’s com- 
mand fent to Hull, where it ftill remained ; and his 
Majefty intended it fhould be kept there, for a maga- 
zine upon all occafions. And he had a little before 
thefe late paffages fent the Earl of Newcaftle thither, 
with a private commiflion, to be Governor thereof, 
as foon as it fhould be fit to publifh fuch a com- 
mand ; and in the mean time by his own interefi: to 
draw in fuch of the country, as were neceflary to guard 
the magazine. But nothing the King did in the molt 
private manner, but was quickly known to thofe from 
whom it fhould moft have been concealed. And fo 
the Earl of Newcaftle was no fooner gone, but notice 
was taken of it ; and he had not been three days in 
Hull, before the Houfe of Peers fent for him, to at- 
tend the fervice of that Houfe, which he had rarely 
ufed to do, being for the moft part at Richmond at- 
tending upon the Prince of Wales, whofe governor he 
was. He made no hafte to return upon the fummons 
of the Houfe, but fent to the King to know his plea- 
fure ; who, not thinking matters yet ripe enough to 
make any fucli declaration, appointed him to come 
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away ; upon which he appeared in the Houfe, with- 
out being alked where he had been. 

Ho^fes Houfes fhortly after moved the King, 

move the « that the magazine at Hull might be removed to the 
the maga- “ Tower of London, which would be very necefl'ary 
ilun^might “ for the quieting the minds of that country, and 
abating the fears and jealoiifics in the hearts of very 
tfower. <( many, who did apprehend fome defign in the keep- 
“ ing fo much ammunition in the northern parts 
and his Majefty not giving them a fpeedy anfwer, they 
fent down Sir John Hotham, whofe eftate lay within 
three or four miles of Hull, and he had fome com- 
mand of the Trained-bands, “ to be governor thereof, 
“ and to draw in fuch of the country as he thought 
wfihe"^ “ fit for the place.” And though Hotham liad con- 
Hoihams cutrcd with them in all their violent ways, yet they 
well knew that he was not pollelled with tlieir princi- 
ples in any degree, but was very w'ell affedted in his 
judgment to the government both in Cliurch and 
State, but had been firft engaged by his particular 
malice againft the Earl of Strafford, and afterwards 
terrified by their votes againlf Sheriffs and Deputy 
Lieutenants; and tlierefore they fent his fon, a mem- 
ber likewile of the Houfe, and in whom they more 
confided, to aflift liim in that fervice, or rather to be a 
fpy upon Ids father. And this was tlie firll eifay they 
made of their fovereign power over the militia and 
the forts, whilft their bill was yet depending, and 
was a fufficient manifeftation what they intended to 
do, when it fhould be paffed ; towards which they 
made all the hafle they could, cxercifing the King’s 
patience every day with fome difagreeablc mcfl'age to 
him, upon their privileges, and requiring “ vindica- 
“ tion, ajid reparation, and difcovery of the perlbns 

“•who 
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who had promoted that profecution.” And though 
the council once a week attended upon his Majefty at 
Windfor, he could not freely confult with them upon 
what moft concerned him. 

In this fad condition was the King at Windfor, 
fallen in ten days from a height and greatnefs that his 
enemies feared, to fuch a lownefs, that his own fervants 
durft hardly avow the waiting on him. For though, 
’tis true, the adls of the Houfe of Commons, and 
the tumults, were as great affronts to Majefty, before 
this laft aft upon the members, as any that could be 
imagined poftible to fucceed, yet the Houfe of Peers 
was then well difpofed, and might have been managed 
with a little patience, to have blafted all the extrava- 
gances of the Commons. And the truth is, the great- 
eft extravagances appeared to the ftanders-by to be 
but the attempts of perfons in defpair, and the ftrug- 
glings of men at the laft gafp. And, without doubt, 
if the King could have had the patience to have fate 
ftill a fpeftator of the diffenllons between the two 
Houfes, and encouraging the Lords, who were firm to 
him, and putting thofe matters in iffue, wherein the 
Commons had invaded botli his and the Lords’ privi- 
leges ; if he had commanded his Council at Law and 
the Judges, to have proceeded by the ftrift rules of 
the law againft feditious perfons at large, for preacli- 
ing and printing againft the peace of the kingdom, 
and put the Commons Houfe either to have been 
quiet, whilft their champions were exemplarily pu- 
nilhed, (which would liave put a fpeedy end to their 
licence), or to have appeared the champions for an 
infamous aft againft the law and the juftice of the 
kingdom, their jurifdiftion would probably in a fhort 
time have been brought within the due limits, and 
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the ftoutcft faftor for the violent party been glad to 
Jiave compounded for an adl of oblivion. 

And I have heard from credible perfons, that the chief 
of that fadion afterwards confefled, that if that extra- 
ordinary accident had not happened to give them new 
credit and reputation, they were linking under the 
weight of the expedtation of thofe whom they had 
deluded, and the envy of thofe whom they had op- 
prelTed. I am fure, they who out of confcience, and 
loyalty to their King and country, diligently attended 
the public fervice, were ftrangely furprifed at the 
matter and manner of that accufation ; and forefaw, 
from the minute, the infinite difadvantage it would 
bring to the King’s affairs. Not that they thought 
the gentlemen accufed, lefs guilty ; for their extreme 
difhoneft adts in the Houfe were fo vifible, that no- 
thing could have been laid to their charge incredible: 
but the going through with it was a matter of fo great 
difficulty and concernment, that every circumftance 
ought to have been fully deliberated, and the feveral 
})arts diftributed into fuch hands, as would not have 
Hiaken in the execution. And the faying, that the 
King had not competent perfons enough, whom he 
might truft in fo important a fecret, (which I believe 
was true), is rather an argument, that the thing was 
not to be attempted at all, than that it was to 
be attempted in that manner ; for whoever would 
have betrayed the truft, would be fure to find fault 
with it, when it was endeavoured without him, 
efpecially if it mifearried. The truth is, there was 
little reafon to believe, that the Houfe of Peers would 
commit the Lord Kimbolton upon the accufation of 
Mr. Attorney in that conjundlure of time ; and lefs 
that the Houfe of Commons would deliver up their 

members 
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members to the Serjeant at Arms, when they fliould 
be demanded ; which was an irregular thing, and im- 
plied unrcafonably, that they had fome power to keep 
them, who were defired to deliver them. Yet if the 
choice had been better made, and the feveral perfons 
firft apprehended, and put into diftin<ft clofe cufto- 
dies, that neither any body elfe fhould have heard 
from them, nor they one from another, all which had 
not been very difficult, the high fpirit of both Houfes 
might poffibly have been fo dejcdled, that they might 
have been treated withal. But even that attempt had 
been too great for the folitary Ihite the King was in 
at tliat time ; which w'as moft naturally to have been 
improved by ftanding upon his guard, and denying 
all that was in his power to deny, and in compelling 
his minifters to execute the law in thofe cafes, that 
demonftrably concerned the public peace. 

The committee at Grocers’ Hall, very much exalted ’’I’* C’om. 
to find no oppofition in any thing they defired from (;i(iccis’ 
both Houfes, refolved to make what advantage they T new r#- 
could of that feafon of their power ; and therefore, 
not vouchfafing to return any anfwer to tlie King’s 
meffiage of retradfation, they concluded upon “ a new 
“ remonftrance to be made of the ftate of the king- 
“ dom ; in which they would prefent to the King’s 
“ view the caufes of the prefent evils and diftradfions, 

“ and propofe to him, by way of advice, the rerac- 
“ dies that in their opinion he was to apply to thofe 

evils. 

“ The caufes they agreed to be, the evil council 
“ about the King and Queen, difpofing all occur- prepared 
“ rences of ftate, and abufing the King’s authority 
“ and power to the prejudice of religion, the hazard- 
“ ing the public peace, and ftrengthening a malig- 
“ nant party in the kingdom ; the influence, which 
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“ the Priefts and Jefuits had upon the affections and 
“ counfcls of the Queen, and the admillion of her 
“ Majefty to intermeddle with the great affairs of 
“ ftate, and with the difpoling of places and prefer- 
ments of the higheft concernment in the kingdom ; 
whereby thofe of great power and authority were 
“ engaged to favour fuch deligns, as were infufcd into 
“ her Majefty by thofe of that religion : the want of 
“ a due reformation of the Church-government, and 
“ Liturgy then ufed ; the want of a preaching mini- 
“ ftry, and a competent maintenance for them ; the 
“ over ftriCt prelling of divers ceremonies in the Li- 
“ turgy and Rubrick, and the prefling other ceremo- 
“ nies not enjoined by law; the votes of the Popilh 
“ Lords in tlie Houfc of Peers, which was a hindrance 
“ of the reformation, and a protection of the malig- 
“ nant parry ; tlie preferring fuch as had adliered to de- 
“ linquents, and the difpleafure fliewed againft thofe 
“ who had been ufed as witneffes in the profecution 
“ of them ; tlie breaches of the privileges of Parlia- 
“ ment ; and the managing the great affairs of the 
“ realm in cabinet councils by men unknown, and 
“ not publicly trufted ; the preferring men to degrees 
“ of honour and oflices, and difplacing others, in Par- 
“ liament time, and without the confent of that 
“ council ; and many other particulars ; to which 
“ they thought thefe remedies' moft natural, and 
“ proper to be applied. 

“ That all Privy Counfellors, and others of truft 
“ and employment beyond the feas, fhould be re- 
“ moved from their places, and only fuch admit- 
“ ted, as fhould be recommended to the King by 
“ both iloufes of Parliament ; and that fuch counfel- 
lots and officers, as fhould be fo difplaced, and not 
“ again recommended, ffiould not have accefs to the 

“ courts 
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‘‘ courts of the King and Queen ; that all Piiefrs, 

Papifts, and ill afFedfed perfons, though profefhng 
‘ the Proteftant religion, fhould be removed from the 
‘ Queen’s perfon, and from having any office or 
‘ employment under her, and tliat all her fervants 
‘ ihould take fuch an oath as ffiould be devifed by 
Parliament ; that he, or fhe, would not at any time, 

‘ diredfly or indireftly, by him, or herfelf, or any 
other, move or petition, or folicit her Majefty in 
‘ any matter concerning the Rate and government of 
‘‘ the kingdom, or concerning any favour or immu- 
‘‘ nity to be conferred upon any Papifts, or for any 
“ honour, preferment, or employment of any perfon 
whatfoever. 

‘‘ That the King would remove from about his 
“ own perfon, and the Queen’s, and from both their 
“ courts, Mr. William Murray, Mr. Porter, Mr. 

John Winter, and Mr. William Crofts, being all 
“ perfons of evil fame, and difaffedlion to the public 
‘‘ peace and profperity of the kingdom, and inftru- 
ments of jealoufy and difeontent between the King 
“ and the Parliament : that the King would not en- 
“ tertain any advice or mediation from the Queen in 
‘ matters of religion, or concerning the government 
of any of his dominions, or for the placing or dif- 
placing of any great officers, counfellors, ambafla- 
“ dors, or agents beyond the feas, or any of his fer- 
'* vants attending his royal perfon, either in his bed- 
" chamber, or privy-chamber, or attending the Prince, 

“ or any of the royal ift'uc after they ffiall attain to 
“ the age of five years. 

“ That the Queen fhould take a folemn oath, in 
the prefence of both Houfes of Parliament, that fhe 
‘‘ w'ould hot hereafter give any counfel, or ufe any 
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“ mediation to the King, concerning the difpofing of 
“ any offices or places above mentioned, or at all in- 
“ termcddle in any affairs of ftate, or government of 
“ the kingdom : that all officers and counfellors, that 
“ fhould be employed in any of the places before 
“ mentioned, fhould take a folemn oath, that they 
“ had not made ufe of any power or mediation of the 
“ Queen, diredfly or indiredfly, for their preferment, 
“ or in obtaining any fuch place or employment : that 
“ the affairs of the kingdom flrordd not be concluded 
“ or tranlaftcd by the advice of private men, or by 
any unknown or unfworn counfcllors, but fuch 
“ matters as were fit for the Council, by the Privy 
“ Counfcllors only ; and fuch as were fit for the Par- 
“ liament, by the Parliament only. 

“ That no perfon whatfoever, under the penalty of 
“ treafon, fliould prefume to folicit, or further any 
“ propofition for the marriage of any of the King’s 
“ children with ant’’ prince or perfon of the Popifh 
“ religion ; and that no marriage for any of the King’s 
“ children fhould be concluded with any prince or 
“ perfon whatfoever, without the confent and advice 
of both Iloufes of Parliament ; that none of the 
“ King’s children, except the Princefs Mary then af- 
“ fianced, fhould at any time go beyond the feas 
“ without the confent of both Houfes of Parliament ; 

and that no perfon under penalty of high treafon 
“ fhould affift, or attend any of his Majefty’s children 
“ in any fuch voyage beyond the feas, without the 
“ like confent of both the Houfes of Parliament. 

“ That no mafs, or Popilli fervice, fhould be faid 
“ in the courts of the King or Queen, or in the 
“ houfe of any fubjedt of the kingdom ; and that 
“ more laws fliould be made againll the Papifts ; and 

« all 
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“ all the Priefts which were condemned flioiild be 
" forthwith executed. That the votes of Popilh 
“ lords might be taken away ; and a reformation 
“ made of the Church-government and Liturgy by tlie 
Parliament ; and that no penalty flrould be incurred 
“ for omiffion of any ceremony, till the reformation 
fhould be perfect : that all delinquents fhould be 
“ fubjedt to fuch penalties and forfeitures as Ihould 
“ be agreed on, and impofed by bill, in both Houfes 
“ of Parliament : that fuch as Ihould be declared in 
“ Parliament to adhere to any delinquents, and had 
thereupon received any preferment from the King, 

“ fliould be removed from fuch preferment ; and 
“ luch as fltould be declared by both Houles to have 
“ been employed and ufed againft delinquents, and 
“ had thereupon fallen into the King’s difpleafure, 

“ and been put from their places, fliould be reftored 
“ to their places, and his Majefty’s favour. 

“ That every perfon, who, being a member of the 
“ Iloufe of Commons in that Parliament, liad been 
“ accufed of any offence againft that Houle, and, the 
“ accufation depending, had been called up to the 
“ Houfc of Lords in the quality of a Peer, fliould by 
“ aeft of Parliament be put out of that Houfe ; and 
“ tliat hereafter no member of the Houfc of Com- 
“ mons fhould without their confent be called up to 
“ be a Peer, except in cafe of defeent : that no per- 
“ fon, which fliould hereafter be made a Peer of the 
“ realm, fhould be admitted to have his feat, or vote 
“ in the Houfe of Peers, without the confent of both 
“ Ploufes of Parliament : that thofe members pf the 
“ Houfe of Commons, who had this Parliament been 
“ called to the Iloufe of Peers, except in cafe of de- 
“ feent, fhould be excluded from giving their votes in 
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the Houfe of Peers, unlefs both Iloufes of Parlia- 
ment fhould aflent thereunto : that no member 
“ of either Houfe of Parliament fhould be preferred 
“ or difplaced, fitting the Parliament, without the 
“ confent of that Houfe, whereof he was a member : 
“ that fuch of either Houfe as had been preferred to 
“ any place or office, during the Parliament, might 
“ be put out of thofe places. 

“ That the King would declare the names of thofe 
“ who advifed him to the accufation of the members, 
“ and all the particulars that enfued upon that accu- 
“ fation ; and tirat he would make public declaration 
“ and promife in Parliament, never more to receive 
“ information from any man to the prejudice of any 
“ member of either Houfe, for any thing done in that 
“ Houfe, without difcovering the name of fuch per- 
“ fon who oave him fuch information.” 

O 

Thefe, and many other particulars of the like na- 
ture, were the refults of that comnilttee at Grocers’ 
Hall ; which I inl'ert here, being the proper time of 
their birth, that the world may fee what their pro- 
jeftions were in the infincy of their vifible power and 
advantage, though they were not digefted into avowed 
propofitions till long after, as the effects of riper divi- 
fions. and fuller grown jcaloufies. For by that time 
tliey had fhaped and framed thefe devices, they found 
the eyes of the people not fo univerfally fhut as they 
had been; and that the King’s coming to tlic Floufe of 
Commons, or the accufing the members, was not more 
fpoken of than the tumults, and the driving the King 
out of London, and not fufiering him to be quiet at 
Hampton-Court. Then the Lords begun to take new 
courage, and though they were fomewhat intoxicated 
with the fears and jealoulics concerning their privi- 
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leges, yet they thought trefpalTes of that kind capable 
of reparation, and fo were willing to receive any over- 
ture from the King to that purpofe. It was concluded 
therefore, “ the time was not yet ripe to do all at 
“ once, till more men were engaged,” and refolved, 

“ with more patience to win their ground by inches.” 

The King continued at Windfor to expect the end, or 
the iffue of this tempeft; and finding that they hardly 
would take notice of his former meffages, but pro- 
ceeded in the highways of deftrudfion, for he had ad- 
verlifement of their mofi: fecrct combinations, refolved 
to fend fuch a mefiage to the two Houfes, whofe 
united reputation was yet too great to ftruggle with, 
as might at lead; divide thofe, who defired the public 
peace, from the minifters of confufion : and fo on the 
twentieth of January fent this propofition and mefiage 
to them in writing, “ for preventing thofe evils, 

1 • 1 ‘r 1 ITT n* 1 ° proposition 

“ which the manifold diftractions tlireatened to the and mcl • 

“ kingdom ; that they would with all fpeed fall into Houles, 

“ a ferious confideration of all thofe particulars, which 
“ they held necefiary, as well for the upholding and 
“ maintaining the King’s juft and legal autliority, and 
“ the fettling his revenue, as for the prefent and fu- 
“ ture eftablilhment of their privileges, the free and 
“ quiet enjoying of their eftates and fortunes, the li- 
“ berties of their perfons, the fecurity of the true re- 
“ ligion now profefled in the Church of England, and 
“ the fettling of ceremonies in fuch a manner, as 
“ might take away all juft offence ; which when they 
“ fhoLild have digefted, and compofed into one entire 
“ body, that fo his Majefty and themfelves might be 
“ able to make the more clear judgment of them, it 
“ lliould then appear, by what his Majefty would do, 
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“ how far he had been from intending or dehgning 
“ any of thofe things, which the too great fears and 
“ jealoufies of fome perfons feemed to apprehend ; 
“ and how ready he would be to equal and exceed the 
“ grcateft examples of the moft indulgent princes in 
“ their a^ts of grace and favour to their people ; fo 
“ that, if all the prefent diftra^Hons, which fo appa- 
“ rently threatened the ruin of the kingdom, did not, 
“ by the blefling of Almighty God, end in a liappy 
“ and bleffcd accommodation, his Majefty would then 
“ be ready to call heaven and earth, God and man, to 
“ witnefs, that it had not failed on his part.” 

This meflage was received by the Lords with great 
figns of joy, infomuch that they defired the Commons 
to join with them in returning their thanks to his 
Majefty for his gracious offers, and to affure him, 
Both « tijat they would forthwith apply themfelves to thofe 

Ilouft-spe- ^ rr j 

titionthe conliderations, he propofed.” However the next 
the accufed day tlicy joined together in a petition to the King, 
members. would, in Very few days, fend in his proofs, 

and proceed againft the members he had accufed 
“ of high treafon, or declare them to be innocent, and 
“ himfelf to be ill advifed to the which he anfwered, 
Hh Majcf- that he was ready to proceed againft them ; but, that 
tysaniwcr.jj jjo uew miftakes in the way, and 

“ form of the proceedings, lie defired, that it might 
“ be firft refill ved, whether his Majefty were bound in 
“ refpeft of privileges to proceed againft them by im- 
“ peachment in Parliament, or whether he were at 
liberty to prefer an indidfment at common law in 
“ the ufual way, or w'hether he had his choice of ei^ 
“ ther : before that was refolved, his Majefty thought 
“ it unufual and unfit to difeover what proof he had 

“ againft 
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‘‘ againft them ; but then he would give fuch fpeedjr 
“ diredlon for profecution, as might put a determi- 
“ nation to the bufinefs.” 

This gave them new offence and trouble ; and if 
the King’s Council had had the courage to have in- 
lifted upon the matter of law, and the Lords would 
have given them reafonable countenance, they would 
have been much puzzled to have procured a refolu- 
tion, that would have ferved their purpofes to all parts, 
and been content to have fufpended their judgment, 
that fo the King might have fufpended his profecution. 

For if the Judges had been called to deliver their opi- 
nions in point of law, which they ought to have been, 
they could not have avoided the declaring, that by 
the known law, which had been confeffed in all times 
and ages, no privilege of Parliament could extend in 
the cafe of treafon ; but that every Parliament-man 
was then in the condition of every other fubjedl, and 
to be proceeded againft accordingly. In the next 
place, as they would never have ventured themfelves 
upon the Houfe of Peers under an impeachment, and 
thereby made them their Judges, which indeed was 
incongruous, every fubjeft being to be tried for his 
life per pares^ vel per legem terra, to both which the 
Lords and the impeachment were dire61;ly oppolite ; 
lb they would lefs have trufted an indibfment at law, 
and a well chofen fober jury, who had been bound to 
follow their evidence of fa<ft, and were not judges of 
the law, which was fevere in any confpiracy againft 
the crown, or the perfons of King or Queen. 

But having fhut the doors againft any mention of 
law, they made no fcruple of refolving, and anfwer- 
ing his Majefty, “ that they were lirft to fee the evi- 
“ dence he had to prove the guilt, before they could 

“ give 
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give any direftion for the manner of the profecu- 
“ tion, and proceeding which they grounded upon 
a maxim, they had but lately efVablilhed, though ne- 
ver till then heard of ; “ that no member of Parlia- 
ment, for what offence foever, could be arrefted, or 
“ proceeded againft , but by the confent of that Houfe, 
“ of which he was a member ; and then, they faid, 
“ they could not give or deny their confent by any 
other meafure than the knowledge of the crime and 
proof, upon which fuch member flood accufed.” 
Which conclufion had been reafonable, had tlie pre- 
mifes been juft ; whereas the argument was to be in- 
verted, that their confent was not to be afked, becaufc 
they had no cognizance of the crime, of which their 
memberswereaccufed,norwere judgeswhether their ac- 
cufation were valid in law, or fufficiently proved in fadl. 

It is not to be believed how many fober, well- 
minded men, who were real lovers of the peace of 
the kingdom, and had a full fubmiflion and reve- 
rence to the known laws, were impofed upon, and 
had their underftandings confounded, and fo their 
wills perverted, by the mere mention of privilege of 
Parliament ; which, inftead of the plain and intelligi- 
ble notion of it, was, by the dexterity of thole boute- 
feus, and their under-agents of the law, and the lupine 
fottifhnefs of the people, rendered fuch a myftery, as 
could be only explained by themfelves, and extended 
as far as they found necelfary for their occafions, and 
was to be acknowledged a good reafon for any thing 
that no other reafon could be given for, “We are,” 
fay they, “ and have been always confefled, the only 
“judges of our own privileges ; and therefore what- 
“ foever we declare to be our privilege, is fuch : othcr- 
“ wife whofoever determines that it is not fo, makes 

“ himfclf 
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himfelf judge of that, whereof the cognizance only 
“ belongs to us.” And this fophiftical riddle per- 
plexed many, who, notwithftanding the defperate con- 
fequence they faw mull refult from fuch logic, taking 
the firft propolition for true, which, being rightly un- 
derftood, is fo, have not been able to wind themfelves 
out of the labyrinth of the conclufion : I fay the pro- 
pofition rightly underftood : they are the only judges 
of their own privileges, that is, upon the breach of 
thofe privileges, which the law hath declared to be 
their own, and what punifhment is to be inflicSled 
upon fuch breach. But there can be no privilege, of 
which the law doth not take notice, and which is not 
pleadable by, and at law. 

The truth and clearnefs of this w’ill bell: appear by 
inftance : If I am arrefted by procefs out of any 
court, I am to plead in the court, that I am a member 
of Parliament, and that, by the privilege of Parlia- 
ment, my perfon ought to be free from arrefts. Upon 
this plea tlie Judge is bound to difeharge me ■, and if 
lie does not, he is a criminal, as for any other trefpafs 
againft tlie law : but the punilhing the perfon, who 
hath made this infringement, is not within his power, 
but proper to that jurifdiftion, againft which the 
contempt is ; therefore that Houfe, of which I am a 
member, upon complaint made of fuch an arreft, 
ufually fends for the perfons culpable, the party at 
whofe fuit the arreft is made, and the officers which 
executed it, and commits them to prifon, till they 
make acknowledgment of their offence. But that 
Houfe never fends, at leaft never did till this Parlia- 
ment, any order to the court, out of which the procefs 
ifliied, to ftay the proceedings at law, becaufe the pri- 
vilege ought to be legally pleaded. So, after the dif- 

folution 



THE HISTORY 


Book IV. 


folution of Parliament, if I am arrefted within the 
days of privilege, upon any plea of privilege the court 
difeharges me ; but then the party that arrefts me 
cfcapes punilhment till the next Parliament, the Judge 
having no more power to commit the man that fued 
or arrefted me, than he hath to imprifon a man for 
bringing an aeftion at law, when he hath no good 
title ; neither is he judge of the contempt. 

Again : If a man brings an information, or an ac- 
tion of the cafe, for words Ipokcn by me, and I plead, 
that the words were fpoken by me in Parliament, 
when I was a member there ; and that it is againft the 
privilege of Parliament, that I fhould be impleaded in 
any other place, for the words I fpoke there ; I ought 
to be difeharged from this action or information, bc- 
caufe this privilege is known, and pleadable at law : 
but that Judge can neither punifh, nor examine the 
breach of privilege, nor cenfure the contempt. And 
this is the true and proper meaning of the old re- 
ceived axiom, that they arc judges only of their own 
privileges. 

And indeed thefe two, of freedom from arrefts for 
their perfons, (which originally hath not been of that 
latitude to make a Parliament a fanftuary for bank- 
rupts, where any perfon outlawed hath been declared 
incapable of being returned thither a member), and 
of liberty of fpeech, were accounted their chiefeft pri- 
vileges of Parliament : for their other, of accefs to 
the King, and correfpondence by conference with the 
Lords, are rather of the efl’ence of their councils, than 
privileges belonging to them. But that their being 
judges of their privileges fhould qualify them to 
make new privileges, or that their judgment fhould 
create them fuch, as it was a dotftrine never before 
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now heard of, fo it could not but produce all thofc 
monftrous effedls we have feen ; when they have af- 
fumed to fwallow all the rights and prerogatives of 
the Crown, the liberties and lands of the Church, the 
power and jurifdidtion of the Peers, in a word, the re- 
ligion, laws, and liberties of England, in the bottom- 
lefs and infatiable gulph of their own privileges. And 
no doubt thefe invafions, on pretence of privilege, 
will hereafter be judged to have been the moft un- 
paralleled and capital breach of thofe privileges, that 
had ever yet been attempted. 

In the addrefs, which the Iloufe of Commons pre- The Lords 
pared for acknowledgment of the King’s grace and^^^^ 
favour in his meflage of the twentieth of January, 
they had defired, “ that for a ground of their confi- amoving 
“ dence, and removal of jealoufics, tliat tljey might Byron from 
“ apply themfelves to give his Majefty fatisfadfion in‘''^ 

“ the method he propofed, his Majefty would pre- 
“ fently put the Tower of London into the hands of 
“ fuch a perfon, as both Houfes fhould recommend 
“ to him in which the Lords differed with them ; 
as well for that the difpofal of the cuftody thereof was 
the King’s peculiar right and prerogative, as likewife 
that his Majefty had committed the charge thereof to 
Sir John Byron, a perfon of a very ancient family, an 
honourable extradlion, and good fortune, and as un- 
blemifhed a reputation as any gentleman of England. 

The Commons, much troubled that the Lords fliould 
again take the courage to diflent from them in any 
thing, refolved to prefs the King upon their own 
fcore, and to get the recommendation of fo great an 
ofEcer to themfelves. 

And therefore on the fix and twentieth day of Ja- 
nuary, they fent a petition to him in the name of the 

Knights, 
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The Com- Kniglits, Citizens, and Burgefles, of the Commons 
themfcives Houfe aflembled in Parliament ; in which they took 
'do® notice “ of the gracious meffage from his Majefty of 
it, and to « twentieth inftant, for which they returned moft 

put all the ^ { 

otherjbrts, “ humblc thanks, refolving to take it into fpeedy and 
litia, into “ ferious confideration ; and faid, to enable them with 
ofconfitu “ fecurity to difcharge their duties therein, they had 
mg men. dcfired the Houfe of Peers to join with them in 
“ humbly befeeching. his Majefty to raife up unto 
“ them a fure ground of fafety and confidence, by 
“ putting the Tower, and other principal forts of tlie 
“ kingdom, and the wdiole militia thereof, into the 
“ hands of fuch perfons as his Parliament might con- 
“ fide in, and as fltould be recommended unto him 
“ by botli Houfes of Parliament ; that, all fears and 
" jealoufies being laid afide, they might witli checr- 
“ fulnefs proceed to fuch refolutions, as they hoped 
“ would lay a fure foundation of honour, greatnefs, 
“ and glory to his Majefty, and his royal pofterity, 
*'* and of happinefs and profperity unto his fubjcfts, 
“ throughout all his dominions ; wherein the Houfe 
“ of Peers had refufed to join with them. But they, 
“ notwithftanding, no way difcouraged, but confiding 
“ in his Majefty’s goodnefs to his people, did there- 
“ fore make their humble addrefs to him to bcfeech 
“ him, that the Tower of London, and other principal 
“ forts, and the whole militia of the kingdom, might 
“ be put into the hands of fuch perfons as fhould be 
“ recommended to him by the Houfe of Commons ; 
“ not doubting but they fhould receive a gracious and 
“ fpeed}^ anfwer to that their humble deftre, without 
“ whicli, in all human reafon, the great diftradfions of 
“ the kingdom muft needs overwhelm it with mifery 
“ and ruin.” 

Thf 
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The King was not troubled at the receipt of this 
petition, glad that, lince they could not be brought 
to fuch a degree of reafonablenefs, as might make up 
att- breaches, they would be fo peremptorily unreafon- 
able as might probably fever thofe from them, who 
were not fo defperate as themfclves ; and he hoped, 
that when the people fhould obferve that this grafp- 
ing of the militia of the kingdom into their own 
hands, as an expedient for the compofing their high- 
grown fears and jealoulies, was no more than they de- 
lired the fummer before, when Sir Arthur Haflerig 
brought in his bill into the Houfe of Commons, 
w'hich is before remembered, when that title of fears 
and jealouhes was not difeovered ; and when the 
Peers fhould obferve, that the Houle of Commons 
infolently demanded, by their own lingle fuffrage, the 
deputing men to places of that vaft importance, they 
would both conclude, that thofe immodeft afkers were 
not only fit to be denied, but reformed : yet believ- 
ing that real and juft fears might grow up, to dif- 
countenance and fupprefs thofe imaginary ones, his 
Majefty vouchfafed a very foft and gentle anfwer to 
that petition; and told them, “that he hoped his Hk Majrr- 
“ gracious meflage would have produced fome fuch'^**” ^ 

“ overture, as, by offering what was fit on their parts 
“ to do, and by allcing what was proper for him to 
“ grant, might have begot a mutual confidence in each 
“ other. Concerning the Tower of London, that he 
“ did not expedl, having preferred a perfon of a known 
** fortune, and unqueftionable reputation, to that 
“ truft, that he fhould have been preffed to remove 
“ him without any particular charge objeefted againft 
him ; however, that if, upon due examination, any 
“ particular fhould be prefented to him, whereby 
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‘‘ it might appear he was miftaken in his good opi- 
“ nion of that gentleman, and tliat he was unfit for 
“ the truft committed to him, he would make no 
“ fcruple of difcharging him ; otherwife, he was 
“ obliged, in juftice to himfelf, to preferve his own 
“ work, left his favour and good opinion might prove 
“ a difadvantage and misfortune to his fervants, with- 
out any other accufation ; of which he hoped his 
“ Houfe of Commons would be fo tender, as of a 
“ bufinefs, wherein his honour was much concerned, 
“ as, if they found no material exceptions againft 
“ that perfon, they wmuld rather endeavour to fatisfy 
“ and refonu the fears of other men, than, by com- 
plying with them, prefs his Majefty to any thing, 
“ which did fo much refledt upon his honour and 
juftice. 

“ For the forts and caftles of tlie kingdom, that he 
‘‘ was refolved they fhould always be in fuch hands, 
“ and only in fuch, as the Parliament might fafely 
“ confide in ; but the nomination of any perfons to 
“ thofe places, being fo principal and infeparable a 
flower of his Crown, vefted in him, and derived to 
“ him from his anceftors by the fundamental laws of 
“ the kingdom, he would referve to himfelf ; in be- 
flowing whereof, as he would take care that no cor- 
“ rupt or finifter courfes fhould prevail with him, fo 
“ he was willing to declare, that he Ihould not be in- 
'* duced to exprefs that favour fo foon to any perfons, 
“ as to thofe whofe good demeanour fhould be emi- 
nent in, or to his Parliament. And if he then had, 
“ or fhould at any time, by mifinformation, confer 
fuch a truft upon an undeferving perfon, he was, 
“ and would always be, ready to leave him to the 
“ w'ifdom and juftice of the Parliament. 


“ For 
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“ For the militia of the kingdom, which by the 
IJw was fubjedl to no command but of his Majefty, 
“ and of authority lawfully derived from him, he faid, 
“ v*ii£»''?[nyg3articular courfe for ordering the fame 
“ fhould be conlidered, and digefted, and propofed to 
“ him, he woulcb return fuch an anfwer as fhould be 
“ agreeable to his honour, and the fafety of his peo- 
“ pie, he being refolved only to deny thofe things, 
“ the granting whereof would alter the fundamental 
laws, and endanger the very foundation, upon which 
“ the public happinefs and welfare of his people was 
founded and conftituted, and which W'ould nourifh 
“ a greater and more deftrudfive jealoufy between the 
“ Crown and the fubjedt, than any of thofe, which 
“ would feem to be taken away by fuch a fatisfadlion. 

“ He faid, he was not willing to doubt, that his 
“ having granted more than ever King had granted, 
“ would perfuade them to afk more than ever fubjedls 
had afkcd : but if they fltould acquaint him with 
“ the particular grounds of their doubts and their 
“ fears, he would very willingly apply remedies pro- 
“ portionable to thofe fears ; for he called God to 
“ witnefs, that the prefervation of the public peaccj 
“ the law, and the liberty of the fubjedl;, was, and 
“ fhould always be, as much his care as his own life, 
“ or the lives of his deareft children. 

“ And therefore he did conjure them by all the 
adts of favour they had received from him this Par- 
“ liament, by their hopes of future happinefs in his 
“ Majefty, and in one another, by their love of reli- 
“ gion, and the peace of the kingdom, in wdiich, he 
“ faid, that of Ireland was included, that they would 
“ not be tranfported by jealoufies, and apprehenfions 
“ of poffible dangers, to put themfelves, or his Ma- 
\'0L. I. p. a. “ jefty 
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“ jcfty, into real and prefent inconveniences ; but 
“ that they would fpeedily purfue the way prop/vied 
“ by his former mellage, which, in human reafon, was i 
“ the only way to compofe the diftraftioiij of ,the 
“ kingdom, and, with God’s blcffing, would reftore a 
“ great meafure of felicity to King and people.” 

This anfwer being not only a denial, but fuch an 
exj)oftvjlation as would render their counfels of Icfs 
reverence to the people, if upon thofe reafons they 
flrould recede from what they had with that conlidence, 
and difdain of the Houfe of Peers, demanded of the 
King ; they therefore refolvcd to fet up their reft 
upon that ftake, and to go through with it, or perifh 
in the attempt. And, to this purpofc, they again 
mufter up their friends in the city, and fend their 
emilfaries abroad, to teach the people a new language. 
All })ctitions muft now deftre, “ that the kingdom 
“ might be put into a pofture of defence, and nothing 
“ clfe would ferve to defend them from the many plots 
“ and confpiracics againft them, or fecure them from 
“ their own fears and jcaloufics.” More petitions 
were prefented to the Houfe of Commons by fome 
citizens of London, in the name of thofe merchants, 
that ufually traded to the Mint with bullion ; who 
pretended “ that their fears and jealoufies were fo 
“ great, that they durft not carry their bullion to tlie 
“ Tower, being not latisfied with tlie prefent Lieu- 
“ tenant there ; and tlterefore defired that he might 
“ be removed and more to the like purpofe. 

They had wholly undertaken the managing of the 
war in Ireland, and really, for many reafons, neither 
did ufe, nor defired to ufe, any great expedition in 
that work ; yet having with great induftry infufed 
into the minds of the people at leaft a fufpicion that 

the 
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t|je Court favoured that rebellion, they always made 
ui&vof the flownefs in thofe proceedings to the King’s 
difad vantage. About that time, they had dcfirecl tlicTiu- com- 

• n 1 *1 iiiiri (Iclne 

them with one hundred thouland to honow 
pounds, for tKe levjnng and accommodating forces tolht’cuyf 
be fent into thaK^ingdom, which gave the Common 
Council, where fuch Joans were always tranfadled, op- 
portunity to return their opinions, and advice upon 
the general Rate of affiiirs. They faid, “ they could The Com- 
“ lend no more money by reafon of thofe obfttuc-c"rja^(™u* 
“ tions, which threatened the peace of this kingdom, 

“ and had already rendered it even defperate : that 
“ the not palling the bill againft prelTing of fol- 
“ dicrs, which flill depended with the Lords, upon 
“ thofe teafons formerly mentioned at large, put many 
“ men into fears, that there was fome delign rather to 
“ lofe that kingdom, and to confume this in the lofs 
“ of it, than to pteferve either the one, or the other ; 

“ and that the rebels were grown fo ftrong there, that 
“ they made account fpeedily to extirpate the Britilli 
“ nation in that kingdom ; and that they intended 
“ then, as they already bragged, to come' over, and 
“ make this the feat of the war. 

“ That the not putting the forts into fuch hands, in 
“ whom the Parliament might confide, the not fet- 
“ tling the kingdom in a pofture of defence, the not 
“ removing the prefent Lieutenant of the Tower, and 
“ putting fuch a perfon into that place, as might be 
“ well approved by the Parliament, could not but 
“ overthrow trading more and more, and make monies 
“ yet more fcarce in the city and kingdom. That 
“ the mifunderftanding between the King and Parlia- 
“ ment, the not vindicating the privileges thereof, 

“ the charging fome members of treafon to the de- 
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“ terring of others from difcharging their duties, and 
“ to the deftroying the very being of Parliaments, did 
“ exceedingly fill the minds of men well afiefiled to 
“ the public, with many fears and difcou’*i’geure»^’S ; 
“ and fo difable them from yielding that' cheerful af- 
‘‘ fiftance, which they would be glad ‘tS afford. That 
“ by this means there was fuch a “decay of trading, 
“ and fuch fcarcity of money, neither of which could 
“ be cured, till the former evils were removed, as it was 
“ like, in very fhort time, to caft innumerable multi- 
tudes of poor artificers into fuch a depth of poverty 
“ and extremity, as might enforce them upon fome 
“ dangerous and defperate attempts, not fit to be ex- 
“ prefled, much lefs to be juftified ; which they left to 
“ the Houfe fpeedily to confider, and prevent, Thefe 
“ evils, under which they did exceedingly labour and 
“ languifh, they faid, did fpring from the employing 
of ill affected perfons in places of truft and honour 
“ in the State, and near to the perfon of the King ; 
“ and that they were ftill continued by means of the 
“ votes of Bifliops, and Popifh Lords, in tlie Houfe of 
“ Peers. And fo having faithfully reprefented, they 
“ faid, the true rcafons, which really enforced them 
“ to return that anfwer, they craved leave to proteft 
“ before God and the High Court of Parliament, that 
“ if any further miferies befel their dear brethren in 
Ireland, or if any mifehief fhould break in upon 
this kingdom, to the endangering or difturbing the 
“ peace thereof, it ought not to be imputed to them, 
but only to fuch, who fhould endeavour to hinder 
the effedfual and fpeedy cure of thofe evils before 
“ recited, which did fo much difable and difeourage 
them from doing that which the Houfe had dclired 
“ of them.” 


Ae 
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At the fame time were prefented other petitions, 
fu^cribed by many thoufand hands, and in the names from f’eve- 
of thevKnights, Gentlemen, and Freeholders, andnlTO^li"' 
ot4ie**'T‘ffiSi^qiitants, of the counties of Middlefex, Ef- "[iX® 
fex, and li^ford ; all which feverally inveighed 
againft the malignant party, which rendered the good 
endeavours of the'^Hpufe of Commons fruitlefs ; “ de- 
“ fired that the votes of theBifhops, and Popifh Lords, 

“ might be taken out of the Houfe of Peers ; that 
“ they might be put into a pofture of defence, and the 
“ forts, and caftles of the kingdom, into fuch hands 
“ as the Parliament might confide in ; that fo Ireland 
“ might be relieved, and this kingdom made happy : 

“ one of them adding, that the malignant party of 
“ Prelates and Papifts, and their adherents, were in- 
confident with the happy fuccefs of the Parliament.” 

Thefe petitions, and the anfwer of the Common Coun- 
cil of London, were thought ample materials for a 
conference with the Lords, who might be thereby re- 
membered of their duty ; and to that purpofe Mr. Mr. i>ym 
Pym delivered them at a conference, and after they jltmions^ to 
were read, told them, “ that their Lordlhips might 
“ thofe petitions hear the voice, or rather the cry of 
“ all England ; and that they were not to wonder if 
“ the urgency, the extremity of the condition we were 
“ all in, did produce fome earneftnefs and vchemency 
“ of expreffion more than ordinary ; the agony, ter- 
“ ror, and perplexity, in which the kingdom laboured, 

“ was univerfal, all parts were affedfed with it ; and 
“ therefore in thofe petitions they might obferve the 
“ groans and miferable complaints of all.” After a 
long difeourfe of the great and notorious dangers the 
kingdom was in, by invafions threatened from abroad, 
and infurredlions from within, he told them, “ the 
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obftru^lions, that had brought them into that dif- 
“ temper, were principally the obftruilion of reforgfa- 
“ tion in matters of religion ; and that thert was 
“ never church or date aliiided with more-’gii^'iapces 
** of tliat kind, than we had been ; that though 
“ they were partly eafed and diminitKed by the w'if- 
“ dom of the Parliament, yet ipafi’y ftill remained ; 
“ and as long as the Bifhops, and the corrupt part of 
“ the Clergy, continued in their power, there w'ould 
“ be little hope of freedom, either from the fenfe of 
thofe that continued, or the fear of thofe which 
“ were removed. And of that obfl-ruftion, he faid, 
“ he muft clear the Commons, who w'cre in no part 
“ guilty of it. Some good bills they had already 
“ paflecl, and others w'cre in preparation, and might 
“ have been paffed before that time, if they had not 
“ found fucli ill fuccefs in the other Houfc : w’hat- 
“ foever mifehief that obdrudlion flrould produce, 
“ they were free from it ; they might have their part 
“ of the mifery, they could have none in the guilt or 
“ diflionour ” 

He told them, “ there was great obftrudlion in 
trade, which brought food and nourifhment to the 
“ kingdom ; and then having enlarged himfelf with 
“ enumeration of the notable benefits t!ie kingdom 
“ received by the fulnefs of trade, he faid, he muft 
“ proteft, the Houfe of Commons had given no caufc 
“ to that obftrutftion : they had eafed trade of many 
“ burthens, and heavy taxes, and had freed it from 
“ many hard reftraints by patents and monopolies; they 
“ had fought to put the merchants into fecurity and 
“ confidence in refpeft of the Tower of London, that 
“ fo they might be invited to bring in their bullion 
“ to the Mint, as heretofore they had done ; they 
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were no way guilty of the troubles, the fears, and 
“ ifHiblic dangers, which made men withdraw their 
“ fl:o'fc 4 ^, and keep their money by them, to be ready 
“ iiiEii^a>4udden exigents, as, in thofe great diftrac- 
“ tions, they S^d too great caufe to expeft. 

“ There wasNn obftrudlion, he faid, in the relief of 
“ Ireland ; but he*>!5,uft declare the Commons were al- 
“ together innocent of any negleft therein ; they had 
“ agreed to tlie levies of men and money, and, from time 
“ to time, done all for the furtherance thereof, though 
“ in the midft of many dillrai^Iions and diverlions ; 
“ but the want of commiffions for levying men, that 
“ was the bill about prelhng, and divers other impe- 
“ diments, had been the caul'es of that obftru6lion, 
“ Nay, he faid, he did not only find impediments to 
“ thcmfelves, but encouragement to the rebels; for 
“ many of the cliief commanders now in the head of 
“ the rebels, after both Iloufes had flopped the ports 
“ againfl all Irifh Papifts, had been fulfered to pafs, by 
“ his Majefty’s immediate warrants, much to the dil- 
“ couragement of the Lords Jiiifices and Council 
“ there, whicli were procured by fome evil inftruments 
“ too near his Royal Perfon, and, they believed, with- 
“ out his knowledge and intention.” 

He faid, “ tliere was an obflruftion in providing 
“ for the defence of the kingdom, that they might be 
“ enabled to refift a foreign enemy, and to fupprefs 
“ all civil infurreeffions: what endeavour they had ufed 
“ to remove them, but hitherto without that fuccefs 
“ and concurrence which they expedled, and where 
“ their flop had been, and upon what grounds they 
“ might proclaim their own innocency and faithful- 
“ nefs in that particular, they defired no otlter wit- 
“ neffes but their Lordfliips.” 
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He told them, the evil influences, which had 
“ can fed that difiemper, wxre the evil councils ab^nt 
“ the King, the great power, that a facSlious a-na in- 
“ terelled party had in Parliament by the poiVu.v.yjice 
“ of the votes of the Bilhops, and Po^Ifh Lords, in 
“ their Lordlhips’ Houfe, and the talj;hig in of others 
“ out of the Houfe of Commons, otherwife to in-^ 
“ creafe their ftrength, the fomenting a malignant party 
“ throughout the kingdom, the jealoufies between the 
King and his Parliament.” And after many bitter 
and feditious exprellions of the Court, and of all thofe 
who vvere not of his mind, he concluded, “ that he 
“ had nothing to propofe to their Lordfliips by w’ay 
“ of requeft or dclirc from the Houfe of Commons ; 
“ he doubted not, but their judgments would tell them 
“ what was to be done ; their confcicnces, their ho- 
“ nours, their interefts, would call upon them for the 
“ doing of it. The Commons would be glad to have 
“ their help and concurrence in hiving the kingdom ; 
“ but if their Lordlhips fhould fail, it fliould not dif- 
“ courage them in doing their duty ; and whether the 
“ kingdom be loft, or faved, they fliould be forty, 
“ that the ftory of this prefent Parliament fliould tell 
“ pofterity, that, in fo great danger and extremity, 
“ the Houfe of Commons fhould be enforced to fave 
“ the kingdom alone, and that the Houfe of Peers 
“ fhould have no part in the honour of the preferva- 
tion of it, they having fo great an intereft in the 
“ good fuccefs of thofe endeavours, in rel'pedl of their 
“ great eftates, and high degrees of nobility.” 

As foon as this conference was ended, the Speaker 
of the Houfe of Commons was appointed to give Mr. 
Pym folemn thanks for his fo well performing that 
fervice, and to require him to deliver his fpeech in 
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writing into the Houfe, that it might be printed ; 
wojch was done accordingly, to the end that the f''' 

*^1' *1 1 1 z' 1 printed by 

peopiteio miglit tinderftand, belides thole reproaches order, 
upcuaf'tji^^^ing, how negligent the Houfe of Peers 
were of thcir'^^elfare and fecurity. 

The fame dt v and hour after that conference, a 
great number of pc'?ple, in tlie name of the inhabitants 
of the county of Hertford, prefented a petition to the 
Houfe of Peers ; in which, amongft other particulars, 
they complained of the delay of putting the king- 
“ dom into a pofture of war for their better defence, 
and the want of compliance by that honourable 
Houfe with the Houfe of Commons in entertaining 
“ thofe many good motions, and palling thofe necef- 
“ fary bills prefented to them from that Houfe for the 
“ common good. And therefore they delired them, 
for the better removing of all the caufes and fprings 
“ of their fears and troubles, that the evil counfel- 
lots, and others hindering the public good, might 
be taken from his Majeilj'', and the voting of the 
“ Bifhops, and Popifh Lords, to be removed out of that 
“ honourable Houfe : and that the petitioners, who 
“ would be ever ready to hazard their lives andeftates 
“ for the defence of the King and Parliament, the 
“ privileges of the fame, and in fpecial thofe noble 
“ Lords and Gentlemen in both Houfes, whofe en- 
deavours were for the public good, might have li- 
“ berty to proteft againft all thofe, as enemies to the 
" kingdom, who refufed to join with thofe honour- 
“ able Lords and the Houfe of Commons, for the 
putting the kingdom into a way of fafety, under the 
“ command of fuch perfons, as the Parliament flrould 
“ appoint.” But neither this, nor any of the other 
proceedings were refented by the Houle of Peers, 

though 
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though their privileges were not only invaded, but th^ 
very freedom and liberty of Parliament abfolut^g^y 
taken away and deftroyed thereby. 

When the Houfc of Commons found th«t 
thefe extraordinary ways would throi^glily lubdue 
the Houfe of Lords, but that, though/they had very 
fturdy champions there, the mais« part, albeit the 
Biflrops and all the recufant Lords were driven from 
thence, ftill oppofed them, whereby neither the bill 
for the taking away tlie Bifhops’ votes, nor about 
prefling, could pafs, and that they peremptorily ftill 
refufed to join in the bufinefs of the militia ; they 
found a new way, as unpradlifed and as unnatural as 
any of the former, whereby they would be Hire to have 
an Influence upon the Iloufe of Peers. It is an old 
cuftom, and privilege of that Houfe, that upon any 
I'olemn debate, whofoever is not fatisfled with the 
concluflon and judgment of the Iloufe, may demand 
leave to enter his proteftation, which muft be granted. 
The original of this was in jealous times, when men 
dcfired, for avoiding the ill confequence of any aeft 
there, that their dilTcnts might appear ; and was very 
feldom pradlifed, but when they conceived religion, 
or the Crowm, trenched upon ; infomuch as you fhall 
not find, in the Journals of many Parliaments, one pro- 
teftation entered ; and when there w'as any, there is 
no more in the records, than, after the refolution of 
the Houfe is entered, “ that fuch a Lord defired that 
“ his proteftation or diflent might be entered i” and 
oftentimes wdien feveral have diflented from the gene- 
ral opinion, not above one or two have entered their 
proteftation. But fince this Parliament, as they altered 
this cuftom from cafes of high concernment to the 
moft trivial debates, the minor part ordinarily enter- 

. in&v 
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ing their proteftation, to the end that their opinions 
be taken notice of, and who were oppofite to 
therrij^xhcreby tlie good and bad Lords were known 
aird-perbluiied ; lo they altered the form, and, inftead 
of fliort geiK^cal entries, caufed the matter of debate 
to be fummed‘“ 'p, and tliereupon their protelfation, 
“ that tliey were to be anfwerable for any incon- 
“ veniences or mifchiefs, that fhould befal the com- 
“ monw'ealth by reafon of this or- that refolution.” 
So that from an aft, for the particular indemnity of 
the perfon that made it, it grew fometimes to be a re- 
proaching and arraigning the fenfe of the Houfe by 
any faftious number that difagrced. Then, becaufc 
the Houle of Peers is a court of record, they con- 
cluded, “ that any man upon any occalion might 
“ perufe the Journals;” and fo every night the Houfe of 
Commons could fee how the debates had been ma- 
naged and carried all the day, and take public notice, 
and make ufe of it accordingly, which they could not 
do of thofe difcourfes they received from their confi- 
dents ; for fupplying whereof this unjuftifiable me- 
thod was found out. For though it is a court of 
record, the higheft court, and the afts and judgments 
of Parliament are records, to which the fubjeft may 
upon all occafions refort, yet they ought not to make 
ufe of that liberty in order to quellion any words 
fpoken, or afts done, and remembered there ; ot 
which if the Lords are not the only judges, their pri- 
vileges are much lefs than the Commons in truth 
haye, and may juftly claim. 

It happened, about this time, that upon fome over- 
ture in the Lords’ Houfe, which pleafed them not, 
the violent party there, in a diforderly manner, cried 
out, Adjourn, adjourn, being not willing the matter 

fiiould- 
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fliould then come into debate ; others were not wi|< 
ling that the Houfe fhould adjourn. The Dukp^of 
Richmond, troubled at that tumultuary and wi'dircdt 
proceeding, faid, without diredting hin)l<?ir''t«L^ie 
Speaker, “ if they would adjourn, he wihed it might 
be for fix months,” or words to eft'edl ; upon 
which fome of the other party p^SMediately moved, 
“ that the Houfe might not rife, and that the Duke 
“ would explain himfelf, and anfwer the making fuch 
a motion, as, being granted, would be deftrucfiive 
“ to the commonwealth.” The Duke faid, “ he 
“ made no motion, but ufed that expreflion, to fliew 
“ his diflike of the other motion to adjourn at that 
“ time, when there was bufinefs in agitation of great 
concernment ; and that, when he fpoke, all men 
“ being upon their feet, and out of their places, he 
conceived the Houfe had been up.” Upon this 
he was required to withdraw ; and then they, who 
had long looked upon him with great envy and ani- 
mofity, as the only great perfon, and officer at Court, 
who had difcountenanced their power, and their ftra- 
tagems, and had with notable courage always oppofed 
their extravagances, and fervile complying with the 
Houfe of Commons, and fubmitting to the tumults, 
and had with fingular conftancy preferved his duty 
and fidelity to his Majefty unviolated, inveighed 
againft that motion, “ as of too ferious a nature to be 
made a jeft of, and fit to be cenfured as mofl: per- 
nicious to this kingdom, and deftrudfive to Ireland ; 

“ the war whereof could not proceed, if the Parlia- 
ment fhould have been adjourned for fix months, 

“ as his Lordfhip had propofed.” 

On the other fide, it was alleged, “ that the mo- 
“ tion had never been made to the Houfe; and there- 

“ fore''- 
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fore they ought no more to queftion, or take notice 
“ of it, than of every light or frolic difcourfe or ex- 

prelSon, that negligently or cafually fell from any 
“ <nan ; \thich would take away all liberty of conver- 
“ fation. Hc^vever, that if it had been ferioufly and 
“ formally mad'c it could be no crime, it being the 
“ necelTary liberty ,and privilege of every member, 
“ to make any motion he thought in his judgment fit, 
“ which the Houfe would approve, or rejedf, as it 
“ found reafonable. And that, fince it was as much in 
“ the Houfe’s power to adjourn for fix months, as for 
“ fix days, it was as lawful to move the one as the 
“ other ; of which there could not be the leaft incon- 
“ venience, becaufe the Houfe would be fure to re- 
“ jedf it, if it were not found proper.’* After a very 
fierce and eager debate, in which much bitternefs 
and virulency was exprefled, it was refolved by the 
major part, “ that the Duke had committed no of- 
“ fence and fo he was as regularly abfolved as was 
poflible. Hereupon the Earls of Northumberland, 
Pembroke, Eflex, and Holland, who thought the 
Duke’s affedlion and duty to his Mafter a reproach, 
and his interefl: prejudicial to them, with the refl; of 
that party entered their proteftation ; “ that whereas 
“ fuch a motion had been made by the Duke of 
“ Richmond, and upon being queftioned for the fame, 
“ he had been acquitted by the luajor part, they were 
“ free from the mifchiefs or inconveniences, which 
“ might attend the not punifhing of an offence tend- 
“ ing fo luuch to the prejudice of King or kingdom.” 

TJiis proteftation, by the advice of that night’s 
meeting, was, the next day, taken notice of in the 
Houfe of Commons, and the matter itfelf of the mo- 
tion enlarged upon, by all poflible and rhetorical ag- 
gravations. 
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gravatlons, concerning the perfon, and his interefts,' 
according to the licence of that Houfe, and that peo- 
ple. It was faid, “ here was an evil coimfellpjr;'that 
“ had difcovercd himfelf, and no doubt had been 
the author of many of thofc evil cminfels, which 
had brought that trouble upon us j^hat he had re- 
“ ceived his education in Spain, a;x5 had been made a 
“ Grandee of that kingdom, and had been ever fincc 
“ notorioufly of that fadfion ; that his lllfers were 
Papiffs, and therefore his afFedlion was to be quef- 
“ tioned in religion ; that, from the beginning of 
this Parliament, he had been oppohte to all their 
“ proceedings, and w'as an enemy to reformation ; that 
he had vehemently oppofed the attainder of the 
Earl of Strafford ; was a friend to Bilhops ; and 
** now, to prevent any polHbility of reformation, which 
could not be effedled without the concurrence of 
the two Houfes, had defperately moved in the 
“ Houfe of Peers, where he had a great faeflion, that 
it would adjourn for fix months ; in wdiich time 
the malignant party, of which he might well be 
“ thought the head, and had the greatefl influence 
“ upon the King’s affedlions, would prevail fo far, that 
all future hopes would be rendered defperate, and the 
kingdom of Ireland be utterly loft, and pofleffed 
“ by the Papifts : that they were therefore to take 
“ this opportunity, which God had given them, to re- 
“ move fo malignant and dangerous a perfon from the 
“ King, and one fo fufpeefted, from fo important a 
charge as the Cinque Ports, of which the Duke 
“ was Lord Warden, and to fend to the Lords to join 
** with them in a defire to the King to that purpofe.” 

On the other fide, it was objedfed, that “ whilft 
“ they were fo folicitous for their own privileges, and 

“ fcqfibl'f 
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“ fenfible of the breach and violation of them, they 
“ could not more juftify thofe, who had been the ad- 
“ vlfers of fuch breaches, than by offering the like 
trefpafs to the privileges of the Peers : that the life 
“ of that council depended on the liberty of fpeech ; 
“ and where fhere were fo different minds, there muft 
“ be different expreflions ; and if one Houfc might 
take notice what the other Houfe faid, or did, 
“ within thofe walls, the Lords would as well queflion 
their members, as they did now one of the Lords ; 
“ which w'ould take away all freedom of debate : that 
“ they could not examine the circumftances, which 
“ attended that motion, if any fuch was made ; and 
“ therefore could not fo much as, in their private un- 
“ derftandings, make a realonable judgment of it, but 
“ that they were naturally to prelume the circum- 
“ dances were fuch, as took away the offence of the 
“ motion ; for that the major part of that lloufe, 
“ where the words were fpoken, and at the time, when 
tliey were fpoken, had, upon folemn debate, con- 
“ chided, that there was no crime in them; and that 
“ they were not only the proper, but the only judges 
“ in that cafe: and if the Commons fhould intermeddle 
“ therewith, it was no otherwdfe, than, by the ftrength 
“ of the major part of the Houfe of Commons, to make 
“ the minor part of Lords fuperior to the major part of 
“ that Houfe ; which they would not fuffer to be of- 
“ fered to themfelves.” 

It was alleged, “ That the Duke was a perfon of 
“ great honour and integrity, and of fo unblemifhed 
“ a fame, that in all the difeovery of the Court-of- 
“ fences, there was not any refleiSlion upon him. That 
his education had been, according to the bed rules 
“ or the grcatefl perfons, for fome years beyond the 

“ feas 
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“ leas ; and that, having fpent more time in France 
and Italy, he vifited Spain ; where his great quality 
“ being known, and no queftion as a complimeHt to 
this kingdom, with which it was then in ftrait al- 
“ liance and confederacy, that King had conferred 
the honour of Grandee upon him ; which was of no 
other advantage or lignification^ him, than to be 
“ covered in the prefence of that King, as the prin- 
“ cipal fubjecfts there are. That his afFe61;ion to the 
Proteftant religion was unquellionable, and very 
eminent ; and though his lifters, who had been 
“ bred under their mother, were Roman Catholics, 
yet his brothers, of whofe education he had taken 
“ the foie care, were very good Proteftants. 

“ That his opinions in Parliament had been very 
avowed, and w'ere to be prefumed to be according 
“ to his confcience, in the profeflion of which he was 
fo public, that there was reafon to believe he ufed 
no ill arts in private ; fince he had the courage to 
do that aloud, which he had reafon to believe 
would difpleafe many. That it w'ould be a great 
“ prejudice, and blemifh to their counfels and difeo- 
veries, if after fo long difeourfe of a malignant 
“ party, and evil counfellors, of which they had never 
yet named any, they fliould firft brand this Lord 
with that imputation upon fuch a ground and occa- 
“ lion, as muft include all thofe Lords who had ab- 
“ folved him, which was the major part of the Lords. 
In a word, that it would look as if they had de- 
vifed thofe new words to make men afraid, and keep 
them in referve to apply to all thofe, with whom 
they were angry.” 

But notwithftanding all this, and all the reafon that 
could be fpoken on that part, and that there could be 

nqne 
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none on the other, after a debate of very many hours, 
till after nine of the clock at night, (thelateft that ever 
was in the Parliament, but that of the Remonftrance), 
in* which it was evident, that they meant, as far as in 
them lay, to confound all thofe, whom they could not 
convert ; it was refolved by the majority of voices, 
not half of the Houfe being prefent at that unfeafon- 
able time of the debate, “ that they fhould accufe the 
“ Duke of Richmond to the Lords to be one of the 

malignant party, and an evil counfellor to his Ma- 
“ jefty ; and to delire them to join in a requeft to 
“ the King, that he might be removed from any of- 
“ lice or employment about Ids perfon which was 
folemnly recommended to the Lords accordingly, and 
by them fo far received, that thougli the delire was 
rejected, no dihike or difapprobation of the matter 
or the manner was in the leall difeovered, or indited 
on. 

All things thus prepared, and fo many Lords 
driven and kept from the Houfe, belidcs the Bilhops, 
and they that Hayed there, by this laft inllance, in- 
llru(5bed how to carry themfelves, at lead how they 
provoked the good Lords to proteft, they refolved 
once more to try whether the Houfe of Peers would 
be induced to join in the bulinefs of the militia, 
which they had twice refufed •, and to that purpofe, 
their old friends of the city in the fame numbers 
flocked to Weftminfter, but under the new, received, 
and allowed ftyle of petitioners ; but as unlike pe- 
titioners to any of thofe Lords or Commons, whom 
they underftood to be malignant, as the other tumults 
had been. P'rom thefe herds there were two notable 
petitions delivered to the Ploufe of Commons, the one 
from the porters, their number, as they laid, conlift- 

T t ing 
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ing of fifteen thoufand ; the other under the title of 
many thoufands of poor people in and about the city 
of London. The porters, with great eloquence, con- 
fell'cd “ the unexpreffible pains that honourable Houfc 
had taken for the good of Church and State ; which 
“ deferved to be recorded to their eternal fame, though 
“ the effects of thofe unwearied endeavours were not 
“ produced, by reafon of the prevalence of that adverfe, 
“ malignant, blood-fucking, rebellious party, by the 
power of which the privileges of Parliament, and the 
liberty of the fubjeft was trampled upon, the rebellion 
“ in Ireland increafed, and all fuccours and relief for 
“ that kingdom obftrudled.” They faid, “ That trade 
“ had been long languifhing, but was now dead by 
the fears, jealoufies, and diftratflions they lay under, 
for want of fortification of the Cinque Ports, which 
“ was a great encouragement to the Papifts to make 
“ infurreeSlions, and did much animate a foreign 
“ power to invade us : that by the deadnefs of trade 
they did w'ant employment in fuch a meafure, as 
did make their lives very uncomfortable ; therefore 
their requeft was, that that extreme neceffity of theirs 
“ might be taken into ferious confideration, and that 
the honourable Iloufe of Commons would fall upon 
“ the fpeedieft courfe for abating and quelling the 
pride, outrage, and infolency of the adverfe party 
at home ; that the land might be fccured by for- 
“ tifying the Cinque Ports, and putting the people 
into a pofture of defence, that all their fears, or as 
“ many as could, might be removed, and that trade 
might be again fet up and opened, that their wants 
“ might be in fomc meafure fupplied. They further 
« defired that juftice might be done upon offenders, 
according as the atrocity of their crimes had de- 

“ fetved ; 
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** ferved ; for if thofe things were any longer fuf- 
pended, they Ihould be forced to extremities not fit 
to be named, and to make good that faying, that 
“ neceflity hath no law. They faid they had nothing 
“ to lofe but their lives, and thofe they would wil- 
“ lingly expofe to the utmoft peril, in defence of the 
“ Houfe of Commons, according to their protella- 
“ tion,” &c. 

The other was a petition in the names of many 
thoufands of poor people, and brought by a multitude 
of fuch, who feemed prepared for any exploit. I have 
thought fit, for the rarenefs of it, and the rare effedt 
it produced, to infert that petition in terms as it w'as 
prefented, thus. 

7 0 the Honourahlc the Ilonfe of Commons no-jo ajfcmhhd 
in Purliiimcnt. 

The humble petition of many thoufands of poor 
“ people in and about the city of London, 

“ Humbly fliewcth, that your petitioners have lain 
a long time under great prefTures, and grievances both 
“ in liberties and confciences, as hath been largely, 
and fundry times, fhewed and declared, by feveral 
“ petitions exhibited to this honourable affembly both 
“ by the citizens and apprentices of the city of Lon- 
“ don, and divers counties and parts of this kingdom, 
“ from which we hoped long ere this, by your pious 
“ care, to have been delivered. 

“ But now we, who are of the meaneft rank and 
“ quality, beingytouched with penury, are very fenfi- 
ble of the approaching -ftorms of ruin, which hang 
“ over our heads, and threaten to overwhelm us, by 
“ reafon of the fid diftraeflions occahoned chiefly and 
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originally, as your petitioners humbly conceive, by 
“ tlic prevalency of the Bilhops, and the Popifh 
“ Lords, and others of that malignant fadlion ; who 
“ make abortive all good motions, which tend to the 
“ peace and tranquillity of this kingdom of England, 
“ and have hitherto hindered the fending relief to 
our brctliren in Ireland, although they lie weltering 
“ in blood ; which hath given fuch head to the ad- 
“ verlaries, that we juftly fear tlie like calamities in- 
“ cvitably to befal us here, when they have vented 
“ their rasrc and malice there. 

o 

“ All which occalions lb great a decat’’ and flop of 
trade, that your petitioners are utterly Impoverllhed, 
•• and our mileries are grown infupportable, we hav- 
“ ing already fpent all that little means, which we had 
“ formerly, by God’s blelllng, and our great labour, 
“ obtained ; and many of us have not, nor cannot tell 
*• where to get, bread to fultain ourfelves and fanii- 
“ lies ; and others of us arc almoft arrived at the fanx“ 
“■ port of calamity ; fo tliat unlcls fomc fpeedy re- 
“ medy be taken for the removal of all Inch obftruc- 
“ tions, which hinder the happy progrefs of your 
“ great endeavours, your petitioners lhall not red in 
“ quietnefs, but fliall be forced to lay hold on the 
“ next remedy which is at hand, to remove the dif- 
“ turbers of our peace ; want and necellity breaking 
** the bounds of modedy : and ratlier than your peti- 
“ tioners will fud’er themfelves, and their families, to 
“ perifh through hunger and necedity, though hi- 
“ therto patiently groaned under, they cannot leave 
“ a,ny means unedayed for their relief. 

“ J he cry therefore of the poor and needy, your poor 
petitioners, is, that fuch perfons, w'ho are the obda- 
“ clcs of our peace, and. hinderers of the happy pro- 

“ ccedhvgs 
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“ cecdings of this Parliament, and the enjoyment of 
“ the looked for purity of religion, fafety of our lives, 
and return of our welfares, may be forthwitli pub- 
licly declared, to the end they may be matlc mani- 
“ fell ; the removal of whom wc humbly conceive 
“ will be a remedy to cure our miferies, and put a 
“ period to tliefe diflraAions : and that thofe noble 
“ worthies of the Houfe of Peers, who concur with 
“ your happy v'otes, may be carnclfly delired to join 
^ with this honourable Houfe, and to lit and vote as 
“ one entire body ; which we hope will remove from 
“ us our deftruffivc fears, and prevent that, which 
“ apprehenlion will make the wifeft and pcaceablcft 
“ men to put into execution, 

“ For the Lord’s fake hear us, and let our religion, 
“ lives, and w'clfares be precious in your light, that 
the loins of tlie poor may bid's you, and pray,” &c. 

After this fcandalous and extravagant petition de- 
livered, the Houfe, according to its gracious cullom, 
ordered thanks to be given for their great kindnefs. 
"I'o the which when it was delivered by tlie Speaker, 
who told them that the Houfe was in conlideration of 
thofe things, whereof they complained, fome of that 
rabble, no doubt as they had been taught, replied, 
“ that they never doubted the Houfe of Commons, 
“ but they heard all Ihick in the Imrds’ Houfe, and 
“ tliey delired to know the names of thofe Peers, 
who hindered the agreement between the good 
“ Lords and the Commons which they prelied with 
unheard of rudenefs and importunity, and with a 
feeming unwillingnefs withdrew, w'hilfl tlie Houfe 
took the matter into further conlideration. 

Yet notwithlianding this provocation, and that it 
, ^ T 1 3 was 
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was urged by many members, fome of which had bee'n 
alfaulted and ill intreated by that rabble in their paffage 
to the Houfc, “ that the countenancing fuch licen- 
“ tious perfons and proceedings would be a grea't 
“ blemilli to their counfels,” they were again called 
in ; and told, “ that the Houfe of Commons had en- 
“ deavoured, and would continue thofe endeavours for 
“ their relief ; and they doubted not, when they had 
“ delivered their petition, and what they had faid to 
the Lords, which they would prefently do, the 
“ caufes of their evils would be found out, and fome 
fpeecly courfe refolvcd upon for their relief ; and 
“ therefore defired them with patience to attend a 
“ further anfvver.” And accordingly that petition 
was folemnly read, and delivered to the Lords at a 
conference ; and the conference no fooner ended, 
than Mr. Hollis, one of thofe five whom the King 
had accufed a month before of high treafon, was font 
to the Lords in a mefiage to defire them, “ that they 
“ would join with the floufe of Commons in their 
“ defire to the King about the militia to which he 
added, “ that if that defire of the Houfe of Commons 
“ was not alfiented to, he defired thofe Lords who 
“ were willing to concur, would find fome means to 
“ make themfelves known, that it might be known 
“ who were againft them, and they might make it 
known to thofe that font them.” 

After which motion and mefiage, the Lords again 
refumed the debate ; wliicli the Earl of Northumber- 
land begun with a profeffion, that whofoever re- 
“ fufed, in that particular, to join with the Houfe of 
“ Commons, were, in his opinion, enemies to the 
“ commonwealth w'hen the major part of that 
Houfe had twice before refufed to concur with them 

‘in 
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in it. Yet when his Lordfhip was queftioned for that 
unparliamentary language, all the other Lords of that 
faction joined with him ; and declared, “ that it was 
their opinion likewife the rabble being at the door 
to execute whatever they were directed : fo that many 
Lords, out of a juft indignation to fee their honours 
and their liberties facrificed to the people by them- 
felves ; others, out of real fear of being murdered, if 
they fhould, in that conjundfure of time, inlift on 
their former refolutions, withdrawing themfelves ; the 
major part of thofe, who ftayed, concluded to join The Lord* 
with the Houfe of Commons in their delirc concern- touch- 
ing the militia. 

Within two days after this agreement and fubmif- 
lion of the Lords, another petition was prefented to 
the Commons, in the name of the inhabitants of the 
county of Surry, by a multitude of people, who were, 
or pretended to be, of that county, and fubferibed by 
above two thoufand hands. Their petition was of the 
ordinary ftrain, full of devotion to the Houfe of Com- 
mons, and offering to execute all their commands ; 
but with it they prefented likewife a petition, which 
they intended to prefent to the Lords, if they ap- 
proved it, and was fubferibed by above two thoufand 
hands ; by which it may appear where that petition 
was drawn, and when, however the hands were pro- 
cured. The petition to the Lords took notice “ of 
“ their happy concurrence with the Houfe of Com- 
" mons in fettling the militia, and forts, in fuch hands 
“ as the commonwealth might confide in, and the 
“ kingdom in fuch a pofture as might be for its de- 
” fence and fafeguard : yet they complained of the 
“ mifcrable condition of Ireland, which, they faid, by 
the delay it had found amongft their Lordlhips, 

/ X 1 4 “ notwitli- 
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notwitliflanding the prefling endeavours of the 
“ Houle of Commons, together with many of their 
“ Lordlhips, had been expofed to the inhuman cruel- 
“ ties of their mercilefs enemies. With like gridf 
“ they apprehended tlie diftradbons of this nation, 
“ the compofure of which was altogether hopelefs, fo 
“ long as the King's throne was furrounded with evil 
counfcllors, and fo long as the votes of Popifh Lords 
“ and Bifliops were continued in their Houfe. 

“ Wlicrcfore they did humbly pray, and befeech 
“ their Lordlliips, that they would go on in a con- 
ftant union w’ith the Houle of Commons, in provid- 
insi for the kino-dom's fafclv ; that all evil coun- 

o o 

“ fellors miglit be found out, Ireland relieved ; that 
“ tlie votes of the Popifli Lords and Bifhops might 
“ he fpeedily removed ; that fo tlie peace of the 
“ kingdom miglit be eftabliflicd, the privileges of 
Parliament vindicated, and the purity of religion 
*' fettled and preferved. And, they faid, they ihould 
“ be in duty obliged to defend, and maintain with 
their lives and eftates, their Lordlhips, as far as they 
“ fhould be united with the honourable Houfe ol 
Commons, in all their juR and pious proceedings.” 
Which petition w'as read in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, and approved, and the petitioners thanked for 
their kind expreflions tlicrein ; and then it was de- 
livered by them at the bar of the Houfe of Peers ; 
who, within a day or two, palled both the bill for 
taking away the Bifliops’ votes, and that concerning 
prefling, which had lain fo long defperate, whilft the 
Lords came, and fate with freedom in the Houfe. 
And thefe marvellous things done, they again ad- 
journ both Houfes into London, to lay the feene for 
future adbon. 

Upv-y?^ 
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Upon the fecond day of February, fome members, 
appointed by both Houfes, attended his Majefty attitionthe^ 
Windfor with tlieir petition, “ that he would forth- wuching 
‘^with put the Tower of London, and all other forts, Jo, 

“and the whole militia of the kingdom, into the 
“ hands of fucli pcrfons, as fliould be recommended 
“ unto his Majefty by both Houfes of Parliament ; 

“ which, they aftlired themfelves, would be a hopeful 
“ entrance into thole courfes, which, through God’s 
“ blefting, fhould be cffedfual for the removing all 
“ diftidcnce, and mifapprehcnlion between his Ma- 
“jefty and his people j and for eftabliftiing and en- 
“ larging the honour, greatnefs, and power of his 
“ Majefty, and royal potterity ; and for the reftoring 
“ and confirming the peace and happinefs of his 
“ loyal fubjcffts in all his dominions. And to that 
“ their moft neceftary petition, they faid, they did, in 
“ all humilit)’, expecl his fpeedy and gracious anfwer, 

“ the great diftratftions, and diftempers of the king 
“ dom, not admitting any delay.” 

At the fame time they likewife prefented another 
petition to him, concerning the accufed members ; in 
which they befought him “ to give diredlions, that 
“ the Parliament might be informed, before P'riday 
“ next, (which was within two days), wliat proof 
“ there was againft them, that accordingly they might 
“ be called to a legal trial ; it being the undoubted 
“ right and privilege of Parliament, that no member 
“ of Parliament could be proceeded againft, without 
“ the confent of Parliament.” 

His Majefty now found that thefe pcrfons could 
not be compounded with, and that their purpofe was, 
by degrees, to get fo much power into their hands, 
that they need not care for what was left in his ; and 

that 
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that the Lords were in no degree to be relied upon to 
maintain their own privileges, much lefs to defend his 
rights ; and that they had the power generally to im- 
pofe upon the people’s underftanding, contrary to their 
own fenfes, and to perfuade them, “ that they were in 
“ danger to be invaded by foreign enemies,” when the 
King was not only in peace with all Chriftian princes, 
but almoft all other nations fo embroiled in war, that 
they all defired the friendfhip and afliftance of Eng- 
land ; none was in cafe or condition to difturb it : 
“ and that there was a decay and deadnefs of trade, 
“ and want and poverty growing upon the whole 
“ kingdom,” wdien no man living had ever remem- 
bered the like plenty over the whole land, and trade 
was at that height, that the like had never been 
known. 

He refolvcd therefore to remove Iiimfelf to a greater 
diftance from London, where the fears and jcaloufies 
grew ; and conftantly to deny to pafs any aft, that 
fhould be recommended to him from the two Houfes, 
except what might concern Ireland, till he might 
have a full profpeft of all they intended to demand, 
and an equal affurance how far they intended to gra- 
tify him for all his condefeenfions ; which refolution 
■was very parliamentary, it having been rarely known, 
till this prefent Parliament, that the King confented 
to any afts, till the determination of the feflion. 

The truth is, when his Majefty found the extreme 
ill fuccefs of the accufation againft the members, and 
that the tumults, and the petitioners, were no other 
than an army at the difpofal of thofe, in whom he had 
no reafon to put his confidence, and that all fuch, who 
exprefled any eminent zeal to his fervice, would be 
taken from him under the ftyle of Delinquents and 

Maligrtw^ts, 
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Malignants, he refolved that the Queen, who was 
very full of fears, fhould go to Portfmouth, Colonel 
Goring, who was governor thereof, having found 
nicans to make good impreffions again in their Majef- 
ties of his fidelity ; and that himfelf would go to 
Hull, where his magazine of cannon, arms, and ammu- 
nition was ; and that being fecured in thofe flrong 
places, whither they who wifhed him well might re- 
fort, and be protected, he would fit ftill, till they who 
were over-adlive would come to reafon. 

But this, tliough refolved with fo much fecrefy, 
that it was not communicated to three perfons, (as I 
have been fince afl'ured by thofe who knew), whether 
by the treachery of one of thofe few, or by the cu- 
ridfity of others, (which I rather believe), who found 
means to overhear all private difcourfes, (as both 
bedchambers were inhabited, and every corner pof- 
fcfl'ed, by diligent fpies upon their mafter and mif- 
trcfs), was imparted to thofe, who procured thofe or- 
ders before mentioned for Hull and Portfmouth ; by 
reafon whereof, and the advice, and promife of many 
Lords, “ that they would firmly unite themfelves for 
“ the juft fupport of the regal power,” with the ex- 
treme apprehenfion the Queen had of danger, that 
counfel was laid afide. That, which wrought fo much 
upon the Queen’s fears, befides the general obferva- 
tion how the King was betrayed, and how his rights 
and power were every day wreftcd from him, w'as an 
advertifement, that file had received, of a defign in 
the prevalent party, to have accufed her Majefty of 
high treafon ; of which, without doubt, there had 
been fome difcourfe in their moft private cabals, and, 

1 am perfuaded, was imparted to her upon defign, and 
by connivance, (for there were fome ihcorporated into 
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that Faction, who exactly knew her nature, paffions, 
und infirmities), that the difdain of it might tranf- 
port lier to fomewhat, which might give them advan- 
tage. And Ihortly after that difeovery to her Ma- 
jefiy, thofe perfons before mentioned were accufed of 
high treafon ; yet afterwards, when they had received 
the full fruits, they found means to complain, “ as a 
“ f,rcat argument of the malignity of thofe perfons of 
“ nearnels to hotli their Majeffies, that an infufion 
“ Jiad been made to the Queen, that there was a pur- 
“ pofe of accufing her of high treafon,” and folemnly 
by mefiiige “ belbught her to diicover, who had done 
“ that malicious oKicc when they very well knew 
who it was, and for whole fake the Queen was brought 
to return anfwer, “ that flu* had heard fuch a dilcourfe, 
“ but took no notice of it, as never believing it 
whereas, if fhe could have Itecn compelled to have 
difeovered, how thev knew" that the Queen had been 
informed, all the fecret would have appeared ; the 
fame perfon firft telling her what w'as in projeclion 
agaiiilf her, and then returning intelligence of any ex- 
preffions and difl-emper, he might ealily oblerve upon 
the apprehenfon which the other begot. 

But both King and Queen w'erc then upon that dif- 
advantage, that all their w'ords and aftions, which 
were the pure refults of their own reafons and judg- 
ments upon what they faw every day occurred, were 
called the effet'ds of evil counfels, that fo they might 
take the lilteriy to reproach them with the more li- 
cence ; whilft what they received by the mofi fecret 
])erjury of bedchamber fpics, or what they forged them- 
felves, was urged as the refiilt of common fame, or 
the effeeSfs of their fears and jealoufies, to the rancour 
of which the mofi precious Italm of the Crown muft 

*> bo 
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be applied. And therefore it was concluded, “ that 
“ the Queen fliould take the opportunity of her 
“ daughter the Princefs Marj^’s journey into Holland,’* 
(who had been before married to the young Prince of 
Orange, and was now folemnly delired by the States 
embalTadors to come into that country), “ to tranfport 
“ herfelf into Holland, patiently to expect an amend- 
“ ment of the affairs of England ; and that the King 
“ Ihould retire into the North, and refide at York, 
“ and deny all particulars, till the whole alteration 
“ flaould be framed.” But the flrft refolution con- 
cerning the Queen was only publiiTied ; the other, 
concerning the King, communicated to very few ; 
both theip Majefties being reduced to fo great wants, 
that the Queen was compelled to coin, or fell, her 
chamber plate, for the fupply of her moll nccellarv 
occalions, there being no money in the Exciiequer, or 
in the power of the minillers of the revenue ; the 
officers of the cuftoms, out of which the allowance 
for the weekly fupport of their Majellies’ houfehold 
had been made, being enjoined by the Houfe of Com- 
mons, not to illue out any money, without their parti- 
cular confent and approbation. 

It was evident now that the accufed members were 
too mighty for the King, or the law, and that they 
would admit no other judges of their guilt, than them- 
lelves, nor rules of proceeding, than the plurality of 
their own voices : and therefore the King refolved to 
give over any more thought of that bulinels. And fo to 
that petition he anfwered, “ that as he once conceived 
“ that he had ground enough to accule them, lo now 
“ he found as good caufc wholly to wave any prole- 
“ cution of them.” The other petition concerning 
the militia gave him more trouble ; for though he was 

refolved 
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refolved in no degree to confent to it, yet he was wil- 
ling, till all things could be ready for the Queen’s 
jourjicy, and lb for his own remove, rather to delay 
it, than deny it ; left the fame arm)'’ of petitioners 
might come to Windfor to perfuade him, which had 
converted, or prevailed over the Houfe of Peers. 
And he was perfuaded by fome, who thought they 
knew the temper of both Houfes, that though they 
were now united in the matter, they might eafily be 
divided upon the circumftances ; and that they would 
not be of one mind in the eledfion of the perfons to 
be confided in. So that to that petition his Majefty 
returned this anfwer ; 

The King's “ That he was willing to apply a remedy not only 
the petition “ to their dangers, but to their doubts and fears ; and 
She miiula^ “ therefore, that when he fhould know the extent of 
power, which was intended to be eftablifhed in 
“ thofe perfons, whom they defired to be commanders 
“ of the militia in the feveral counties, and likewife 
“ to what time it fhould be limited, that no power 
“ fhould be executed by his Majefty alone without 
“ the advice of Parliament, then he would declare, 
“ that he would be content to put in all the forts, and 
over the militia, fuch perfons as both Houfes of 
“ Parliament fhould either approve, or recommend to 
him ; fo that they before declared the names of the 
“ perfons, whom they would approve or recommend, 
and fo that no perfon fhould be named by them, 
“ againft whom his Majefty fhould have juft and 
“ unqueftionable exception.” 

Which anfwer, though it was not a confent, gave 
them notable encouragement, and exceedingly united 
the vulgar minds to them ; who concurred only with 
them, as they faw them like to prevail in what they 

■went 
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went about. And there was no danger of any dif- 
union in the nomination of perfons ; becaufe, though 
they fhould at firft admit fuch into the number, 
whom they could not fufficiently truft, nor plaufibly 
except againft, yet when they were once polTefled of 
the power of nomination, they might eahly weed out 
thofe, which were not agreeable to the foil they were 
planted in. However this would take up fome time; 
and therefore to keep the King’s inclination to gratify 
them (for fo they would underftand it) warm, the 
fame day they received this anfwer, they returned a 
meflage of thanks ; and defired his Majefty, “ whilft 
“ they were preparing all other particulars according 
to his command, that he would confer the cuftody 
“ of the Tower upon Sir John Coniers,” whom they The iiouf? 
had lately recommended to his Majefty, as a perfon of n^ons're. 
great merit. With which being furprifed, and 
lired likewife by Sir John Byron to free him from the'i>“>^s; 
Jlgony and vexation of that place, which had expoie'd Sir joim 
his perfon and reputation to the rage and fury of the may be 
people, and compelled him to fubmit to fuch re-™na«*or* 
proaches, as a generous fpirit could not brook without 
much regret ; for he had upon frivolous furmifes 
been fent for as a delinquent, and been brought upon 
his knees at the bar of both Houfes ; his Majefty cpn-TheKins; 
fented to that alteration, and made Sir John Coniers 
Lieutenant of the Tower. Which was fuch an in- 
ftance of his yielding upon importunity, that from 
that time they thought themfelves even poflefled of 
the whole militia of the kingdom. 

Whilft all diligence was ufed in making prepara- 
tion for the Queen’s journey, to divert their councils 
from other inquifition, the King (who had received fo 
many ftiarp exppftulations for breach of privileges, 

and 
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and other attempts upon their reputations,) refolved, 
upon their publication of a bold fcandal upon himfelf 
by one of their principal members, to expoftulate with 
them, and try what fatisfaftion and reparation they 
were prepared to give him, who exacted fo much 
from him. All opportunities had been taken in pub- 
lic, and all licence given to private and clandeftine 
forgeries to lay odious or envious imputation on the 
King and Queen, in the bufinefs of Ireland ; and to 
impute the progrcfs and fuccefs of that rebellion to a 
connivance, if not a countenance, from the Court : 
the not levying men, and fending provihons, imputed 
to his Majefty ; though he had, as is before obferved, 
offered to levy ten thoufand volunteers for that fer- 
vice, and had confented cheerfully to every propoli- 
tion, that had been made with the leaft reference to 
the affiftance of that kingdom. Indeed he was fo 
alarmed with thofe perpetual odious fuggelHons, 
which he perceived wrought very pernicious effedls 
in the minds of the people, that he was compelled to 
confent to many things contrary to his judgment and 
kingly policy, to prevent greater inconveniences by 
thofe fcandals, which he faw were prepared for him. 
So when feveral propofitions were lecommended- to 
him by the two Houfes concerning thofe fupplies, 
which were to be fent out of Scotland, amongft the 
reft, there was one, “ that the Scots fhould have rhe 
“ command and keeping of the town and caftle of 
“ Carrickfergus ; and if any regiments, or troops, in 
“ that province fhould join with them, that they 
“ fhould receiv'e orders from the commander of the 
“ Scottilh forces.” The King confented to all the 
reft, though there were matters unreal'onable enough 
in favour of that nation ; but, “ that,” he faid, “ he 

could 
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“ could not approte of and wifhed “ the Houfes 
“ to take that propofition again into confideration, as 
“ a bufinefs of very great importance, which he 
** doubted might prove prejudicial to the Crown of 
“ England, and the fervice intended.” And he faid, 
“ if the Houfes defired it, he would be willing to 
“ fpeak with the Scottilh Commiflioners, to fee what 
“ fatisfadlion he could give them therein.” This 
anfwer was no fooner read, but both Houfes voted, 
“ that whofoever gave the King advice, or counfel, 
“ to fend that anfwer, was an enemy to the King and 
“ kingdom,” and a committee appointed to find out 
who thofe evil counfellors were. So that, the Scottifh 
Commiflioners prefling him, “ tliat, being their native 
“ King, he would not publifli a Icfs trull and confi- 
“ dence in them, than theirneighbour nation had done,” 
his Majefty thought fit to confent to the whole, as the 
two Houfes liad advifed. 

Then, in the carrying on the war, they allowed his 
Majefty fo little power, that when he recommended 
fome officers of prime quality, reputation, and experi- 
ence in the war, to the Lord Lieutenant to be em- 
ployed in that fervice, the Houfe of Commons by ex- 
prefg order, and after they knew that his Majefty had 
recommended them, rejedled them, becaufe they were 
taken notice of to have attended upon the King at 
Whitehall, as a guard to his perfon. And, after all 
this, they took all occafions to afperfe him with any 
omiflions that were in that great work ; as Mr. Pym 
had more particularly done, in that fpeech before 
taken notice of, at the conference with the Lords, upon 
the delivery of thofe feditious petitions ; of which the 
King could not take notice, left he Ihould be again re- 
proached with breach of privilege. 

But when that fpeech was printed by order of the 
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Houfe, the King thought he had an opptortunity 
to require a vindication ; and therefore, in a letter to 
The King the Speaker, he fent this meflage : “ That he had 

tiemands , , ^ i ^ i -i 

reparation " taken ndtiee of a fpeech, pretended by the title to 
preCn^n “ havc been delivered by Mr. Pyin in a conference, 
printed by order of the Houfe of Commons ; 
Mr. Pym’s.if jjj whicli it was affirmed, that lince the flop upon 
“ the ports againft all Irifh Papifts of both Houfes, 
“ many of the chief commanders, now in the head of 
“ the rebels, have been fuffered to pafs by his Majef- 
" ty’s immediate warrant : and being certain of hav- 
“ ing ufed extreme caution in the granting of paflports 
into Ireland, he conceived, either that paper not to 
“ have been fo delivered, and printed, as is pretended ; 
“ or that Houfe to have received fome milinforma- 
“ tion. And therefore his Majefty delired to know, 
“ whether that fpeech had been fo delivered and 
printed ; and if it had, that the Houfe would review, 
upon what information that particular had been 
grounded, that either it might be found upon re- 
“ examination falfe, and fo both the Houfe, and his 
Majefty, to have been injured by it ; or that his 
“ Majefty might know, by what means, and by whofe 
“ fault, his authority had been fo highly abufed, as to 
“ be made to conduce to the affiftance of that rebel- 
“ lion, which he fo much detefted^d abhorred ; and 
“ that he might fee himfelf fully vindicated from all 
“ refledions of the Icaft fufpicion of that kind.” 

The Houfe It was fomc time before they would vouchfafe any 
anfwer to the King upon this meffage ; but at laft they 
aniwer. returned, “ that the fpeech, mentioned in that meflage, 
was printed by their order, and what was therein 
delivered was agreeable to the fenfe of the Houfe : 
that they had received divers advertifements con- 
cerning the feveral perfons, Irifli Papifts, and others, 

“ who 
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" who had obtained his Majefty’s immediate warrant 
for their palling into Ireland, lince the order of 
reftraint of both Houfes ; fome of which, as they 
*^had been informed, lince their coming into Ireland, 

^ had joined with the rebels, and been commanders 
amongft them ; and fome others had been Hayed, 
and were yet in fafe cuftody.” 

Then they named fome, to whom licences had been 
granted before the order of reftraint, and were ftill in 
England ; and faid, “ there were others, whofe names 
they had not yet received, but doubted not, upon 
examination, they would be difcovered.” 

To this the King replied, and told them, “ that as Kin^ 
“ he had exprefled a great delire to give them all pof-^'^'^’ 

“ lible fatisfa<ftion to all their juft requefts, and a rea- 
** dinefs to rectify, or retracft, any thing done by him- 
“ felf, which might feem to intrench upon their pri- 
“ vileges by any miftake of his ; fo he hoped, they 
** would be ready, upon all occalions, to manifeft an 
equal tendernefs and regard of his honour, and re- 
putation with his fubjedls : and therefore he ex- 
“ pedled they Ihould review his mellage concerning 
“ Mr. Pym’s fpeech, and their anfwer, wdth which he 
could not reft fatislied. He faid, he was moll af- 
“ fured that no perfon, who had command in the 
“ head of the rebels, had palTed by his warrant, or 
“ privity. And then, he delired them to conlider, 

“ whether fuch a general information, and advertife- 
“ ment, as they implied in their anfwer, without the 
“ name of any particular perfon, was a ground enough 
for fuch a direct and politive affirmation, as was 
made in that fpeech ; which, in refpedl of the place 
“ and perfon, and being now acknowledged to be ac- 
** cording to the fenfe of the Houfe, was of that au- 
“ thority, that his Majefty might fuffef in the affec- 
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“ tions of many of his good fubjet5l;s, and fall under 
“ a poflible conftrudlion, conlidering many fcanda- 
“ lous pamphlets to fuch a purpofe, of not being fen- 
“ fible enough of that rebellion, fo horrid and odious 
“ to all Chriftians ; by which, in that diflradlion, 
“ fuch a danger might poffibly enfue to his Majcfty’s 
“ pcrfon and eftate, as he was well alTured they would 
“ endeavour to prevent. And therefore he thought 
“ it very ncceffary, and expcdled that they Ihould 
name thole perfons who had palled by his licence, 
“ and were then in the head of the rebels : or if, upon 
“ their rc-exami nation, they did not find particular 
“ evidence to prove that afiertion, (as he was moft con- 
“ fident they never could), as that affirmation, which 
“ reflected upon his Majefty, was very public, fo they 
“ would publifli fuch a declaration, whereby that mif- 
“ take might be difeovered ; he being the more ten- 
der in that particular which had reference to Ire- 
“ land, and being mofi allured, that he had been, and 
“ was, from his foul, refolved to difeharge his duty, 
“ for the relief of his poor Protefiant lid^jccfts, and the 
“ utter rooting out that rebellion ; fo that fervice had 
“ not fullered for the want of any tiling propofed to 
“ him, and within his power to grant.” i 

He faid, “ in this matter he had diligently examined 
his own memory, and the notes of his Secretaries 
and then named all the Irifh perfons to whom he had 
given any licences to go into that kingdom, fince 
the beginning of that rebellion ; and faid, “ he was 
“ well alfured, none of them were with the rebels ; 

and though fome of them might be Papifts, yet he 
“ had no reafon to have any fufpicion of them, in 
refpecl of their alliance with perfons of great honour 
“ and power in that kingdom, of whofe fidelity to him 
he had good afliirancc ; and the Lords Juftices 

“ them- 
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“ themfelves having declared, that they were fo far 
“ from owning a jealoufy of all Papifts there, that they 
“ had put arms into the hands of divers noblemen 

of that religion, within the pale, which the Parlia- 
“ ment had well approved of. And therefore, unlefs 
“ the firft affirmation of the Houfe of Commons could 
“ be made good by fome particulars, he expelled a 
“ vindication by fuch a declaration as he had pro- 
“ pofed ; which, he faid, was, in duty and juftice, due 
“ to him.” 

But this, and any thing elfe could be faid, was fo 
far from procuring any reparation, that when they 
perceived the King ftill preffed for that juftice, and 
apprehended that many woidd believe it due to him, 
and that the prejudice they had raifed to him for 
Ireland would be removed thereby, they confidently 
publifhed another declaration of feveral perfons’ names, 
to whom they faid the King had granted pafles, and 
were then commanders in the rebels’ army, of whole 
names his Majefty had never before heard, to whom no 
paffes had been granted, neither did he believe that 
tliere were fuch men in nature ; and fo left the peo- 
ple to believe as they found themfelves inclined upon 
the King’s denial, or their fo particular and pofitive 
affirmation. 

Thefe proceedings of the Parliament made a deep 
impreffion upon all noble and generous perfons, who 
found that their pride and ambition was fo great, that 
they refolved to remove all perfons, who were like to 
ftand in their way, by oppofing any thing they de- 
lired, or by filling any place, or office, which they 
defigned fhould be executed by fome other perlon, 
in whom they could confide. The Earl o^f New- 
caftle, who was Governor to the Prince, knew very 
u u 3 well 
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well In what prejudice he flood with the Earls of 
Efiex, and Holland, (two very powerful perfons), upon 
the account of the challenge formerly mentioned to 
be fent by him to the latter of the two, who would be 
glad of any opportunity to expofe him to an affront ; 
and that they would find occafions enough upon the 
account of his known affedlions to the King’s fervice, 
from which it was not polRble to remove or flartle 
him. He knew they liked not that he fhould have the 
government of the Prince, as one, who would infufe 
fuch principles into him, as would not be agreeable 
to their defigns, and would difpofe him to no kind- 
nefs to their perfons, and that they would not refl, till 
they faw another man in that province ; in order to 
which, they would pick all quarrels they could, and 
load him with all reproaches, which might blaft 
him with the people, with whom he had a very 
The Earl of good reputation. Upon thofe confiderations, and 
rengn^^h'i' fome other imaginations upon the profpedl of affairs, 
Ternort^'^^® vcry wifsly refolved to retire from the Court, 
the Prince. ;yhere he had expended much of his own fortune, 
and only made himfelf obnoxious to the malice and 
envy of other pretenders ; and defired the King to 
approve of this his reafonable inclination, and to put 
the Prince under the tuition of fome perfon of honour 
of unqueflionable fidelity to him, and above the 
reach of popular difapprobation; and at the fame time 
mentioned the Marquis of Hertford, who was indeed 
fuperior to any temptations. The King could not 
diflike the Earl’s judgment upon his own interefl: 
and concernment ; and did forefee likewife that he 
might probably have occafion to ufe his fervice under 
another qualification ; and therefore was well con’ 
tented to difmifs him from the Prince, 


The 
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'I'he Marquis of Hertford was a man of great ho- The Mar- 

, ^ cjuis of 

flour, intereft, and eftate, and of an univerfal efteem Hertford 
over the whole kingdom; and though he had received 
many and continued difobligations from the Court, 
from the time of this King’s coming to the Crown, as 
well as during the reign of King James, in both which 
feafons, more than ordinary care had been taken to 
difcountenance and leffen his intereft ; yet he had 
carried himfelf with notable fteadinefs, from the be- 
ginning of the Parliament, in the fupport and defence 
of the King’s power and dignity, notwithftanding all 
his allies, and thofe with whom he had the greateft 
familiarity and friendftiip, were of the oppofite party ; 
and never concurred with them againft the Earl of 
Strafford, whom he was known not to love, nor in 
any other extravagancy. 

And then, he was not to be fliaken in his affecftion 
to the government of the Church ; though it was 
enough known that he was in no degree biaffed tq 
any great inclination to the perfon of any Church- 
man. And with all this, that party carried them-« 
felves towards him with profound refpeft, not pre- 
fuming to venture their own credit in endeavoufing tq 
leffen his. 

It is very true, he wanted fome of thofe qualities, 
which might have been wifhed to be in a perfon to be 
trufted in the education of a great and hopeful Prince, 
and in forming of his mind and manners in fo tender 
an age. He was of an age not fit for much adlivity 
and fatigue, and loved, and was even wedded fo much 
to his eafe, that he loved his book above all exercifes ; 
and had even contradled fuch a lazinefs of mind, 
that he had no delight in an open and liberal conver- 
fetion ; and cared not to difcourfe, and argue on 

tr u 4 tliofc 
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pafs the l)ill 
againft the 
Bi (hops’ 
tes. 


thofe points, which he underftood very well, only for 
the trouble of contending ; and could never impofe 
upon himfelf the pain that was neceffary to be under- 
gone in fuch a perpetual attendance : but then thofe 
lelTer duties might be otherwife provided for, and he 
could well fupport the dignity of a governor, ancl 
exaft that diligence from others, which he could not 
exercife himfelf ; and his honour was fo unblemifhed, 
that none durft murmur againft the defignation ; and 
therefore his Majefty thought him very worthy of the 
Jiigh truft, againft which there was no other excep- 
tion, but that he was not ambitious of it, nor in truth 
willing to receive and undergo the charge, fo contrary 
to his natural conftitution. But in his pure zeal and 
afFe^lion for the Crown, and the confcience, that in 
this conjuncture his fubmiBion might advance the 
King’s fervice, and that the refufing it might prove 
difadvantageous to his Majefty, he very cheerfully 
undertook the province, to the general fatisfaCtion 
and public joy of the whole kingdom ; and to the no 
little honour and credit of the Court, that fo impor- 
tant and beloved a perfon would attach himfelf to it 
under fuch a relation, when fo many, who had fcarce 
ever eaten any bread but the King’s, detached them- 
fclves from their dependence, that they might with- 
out him, and againft him, preferve and improve thofe 
fortunes, which they had procured and gotten under 
him, and by his bounty. 

Now the bill for the taking away the votes of 
Bifhops out of the Houfe of Peers, which was called a 
bill for taking away all temporal jurifdiClion from thofe 
in holy Orders, was no fooner pafled the Houfe of 
Peers, than the King was earneftly defired “ to give 
“ his royal aflent to it.” The King returned, “ that it 
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** was a matter of great concernment ; and therefore 
“ he would take time to advife, and would return an 
“ anfwer in convenient time.” But this delay pleafed 
ftot their appetite ; they could not attempt their 
perfeA reformation in Church and State, till thofe 
votes were utterly abolilhed ; therefore they fent the 
fame day again to the King, who was yet at Windfor, 
and gave him reafons to perfuade him “ immediately 
“ to confent to it ; one of which was the grievances 
“ the fubjeAs fuffered by the Bifhops exerciling of 
“ temporal jurifdiftion, and their making a party in 
“ the Lords’ Houfe : a fecond, the great content of all 
“ forts by the happy conjundlion of both Houfes in 
“ their abfence : and a third, that the paffing of that 
“ bill would be a comfortable pledge of his Majefty’s 
gracious aflTent to the future remedies of thofe evils, 
“ which were to be prefcnted to him, this once being 
“ palled.” 

Reafons fufficient to have converted him, if he had 
the leaft inclination or propenfity to have concurred 
with them. For it was, upon the matter, to perfuade 
him to join with them in this, becaufe, that being 
done, he Ihould be able to deny them nothing. 

However thofe of greateft truft about the King, and 
who were very faithful to his fervice, though in this 
particular exceedingly deceived in their judgments, 
and not fufficiently acquainted with the conftitution 
of the kingdom, perfuaded him “ that the palling 
“ this bill was the only way to preferve the Church, 
there being fo united a combination in this parti- 
cular, that he would not be able to withftand it. 
“ Whereas, by the palling this bill, fo many perfons 
“ in both Houfes would be fully fatislied, that they 
would join in no further alteration : but, on the 

“ other 
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** other hand, if they were crolTed in this, they would 
** violently endeavour an extirpation of Bifliops, and 
** a demolilhing of the whole fabric of the Church. 

“ They alleged that he was, upon the matter, de-- 
prived of their votes already, they being not fuf- 
fered to come to the Houfe, and the major part in 
“ prifon under an accufation of high treafon, of which 
** there was not like to be any reformation, till thefe 
prefent diftempers were compofed ; and then that by 
his power, and the memory of the indirect means 
that had been ufed againfl, them, it would be eafier 
to bring them in again, than to keep them in now. 
They told him, there were two matters of great im- 
portance preffed upon him for his royal aflent, but 
they were not of equal confequence and concern- 
“ ment to his fovereign power ; the firft, that bill 
** touching the Bilhops’ votes ; the other, the whole 
militia of the kingdom, the granting of which would 
abfolutely diveft him of all regal power ; that he 
would not be able to deny both ; but by granting the 
former, in which he parted with no matter of mo- 
ment, he would, it may be, not be preffed in the 
“ fecond ; or if he were, that as he could not have a 
more popular quarrel to take up arms, than to de- 
fend himfclf, and to preferve that power in his 
“ hands, which the law had vefted in him, and 
without which he could not be a King ; fo he could 
not have a more unpopular argument for that con- 
“ tention, than the prefervation of the Bifliops in the 
** Houfe of Peers, which few men thought effential, 
** and mofl: men believed prejudicial, to the peace and 
** happinefs of the kingdom.” 

Thefe arguments, though ufed by men whom he 
moft trufted, and whom he knew to have oppofed 

that 
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that bill in its paflage, and to be cordially friends to,, 
the Church of England in difcipline and dodtrine, 
prevailed not fo much with his Majefty, as the per- 
fuafions of the Queen ; who was not only perfuaded 
to think thofe reafons valid, (and there are that be- 
lieve that infufion to have been made in her by her 
own Priefts, by inftrudtions from France, and for rea- 
fons of Hate of that kingdom), but that her own 
fafety very much depended upon the King’s confent 
to that bill ; and that, if he Ihould refufe it, her 
journey into Holland would be eroded by the Parlia- 
ment, and poffibly her perfon in danger either by the 
tumults, which might ealily be brought to Windfor 
from Weftminfter, or by the infurredlion of the 
countries in her paflage from thence to Dover, where 
fhe intended to take flripping. Whereas by her inter- 
ceflion with the King to do it, Ihe would lay a moft 
feafonable and popular obligation upon the whole 
nation, and leave a pleafant odour of her grace and 
favour to the people behind her, which would prove 
much to her advantage in herabfence; and Ihe fliould 
have the thanks for that aA, as acquired by her good- 
nefs, which otherwife would be extorted from the 
King, whe% (he was gone. 

Thefe infinuations and difeourfes fo far fatisfied the The •ting 

pafles that 

Queen, and fhe the King, that, contrary to his moft b»ii, and the 
politive refolution, the King confented, and fent a prclhng, 
coramiflion for the enacting both that bill, and the*'^’^’ 
other about prefling; which was done accordingly, 
to the great triumph of the Boutefeus, the King fend- 
ing the fame day that he pafled thofe bills, which was 
the fourteenth of February, a mefl'age to both Houfes ; 

“ That he was aflTured his having pafled thofe two 
“ bills, being of fo great importance, fo fuddenly, 

“ would 
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** would ferve to affure his Parliament, that he dcfircd 
“ nothing more than the fatisfa6tion of his kingdom.” 
For Ireland, he faid, “ as he had concurred in all 
“ propofitions made for that fervice by his Parliament, 
“ fo he was refolved to leave nothing undone for their 
“ relief, which Ihould poffibly fall within his power, 
“ nor would refufe to venture his own perfon in that 
“ war, if the Parliament fhould think it convenient, 
“ for the reduction of that miferable kingdom.” 

The paffing that bill for taking away the Bilhops’ 
votes, exceedingly weakened the King’s party ; not 
only as it fwept away fo conliderable a number out of 
the Houfe of Peers, which were conftantly devoted to 
him ; but as it made impreffion on others, whofe 
minds were in fufpenfe, as when foundations arc 
fhaken. Befides, they that were beft acquainted with 
the King’s nature, opinions, and refolutions, had rea- 
fon to believe, that no exigence could have wrought 
upon him to have confented to fo anti-monarchical an 
a(51; ; and therefore never after retained any confi- 
dence, that he would deny what was importunately 
aficed ; and fo, either abfolutely withdrew themfelves 
from tbofe confultations, thereby avoiding the envy, 
and the danger of oppofing them, or quietly fuflFered 
themfelves to be carried by the ftream, and to confent 
to any thing that was boldly and luftily attempted. 

And then it was fo far from dividing the other 
party, that I do not remember one man, who vehe- 
mently infifted on, or indeed heartily wilhed, the 
paffing of that bill, that ever deferted them, till the 
kingdom was in a flame : but, on the contrary, very 
many, who cordially and conftantly oppofed that aft, 
as friends rather to monarchy than religion, after that 
bill, never confidered or refifted any attempt, or fur- 
ther 
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ther alteration, in the Church, looking on the Bifhops as 
ufelefs to fovereignty, and fo not of importance enough 
to be defended by the fword. And I have heard the 
lame men, who urged before, “ that their places in 
“ that Houfe had no relation to the difeipline of the 
“ Church, and their fpiritual jurifdi(ftion, and there- 
“ fore ought to be facriliced to the prefervation of the 
“ other, upon which the peace and unity of religion 
“ fo much depended,” lince argue, “ that lince their 
“ power in that Houfe, which was a good outwork 
“ to defend the King’s from invafion, was taken away, 
“ any other form of government would be equally 
“ advantageous to his Majefly; and therefore, that he 
“ ought not to inlift on it, with the leaft inconveni- 
“ ence to his condition,” 

But that which was above, or equal to all this, was 
that, by his Majefty’s enabling thofe two bills, he had, 
upon the matter, approved the circumftances of their 
palfage, wdiich had been by diredl violence, and al- 
molb force of arms ; in which cafe, he ought not to 
have confirmed the moll; politic, or the moft pious 
conftitutions : Male foftia ejl lex, qua; tumiilkiaiie fo- 
fita eji, was one of thofe pofitions of Ariftotle, which 
hath never, been fince contradifted ; and was an ad- 
vantage, that, being well managed, and ftoutly infilled 
upon, would, in fpite of all their machinations, w'hich 
were not yet firmly and folidly formed, have brouglit 
them to a temper of being treated wdth. But I have 
fome caufe to believe, that even this argument, which 
was unanfwerable for the rejcdling that bill, was ap- 
plied for the confirming it ; and an opinion that the 
violence and force, ufed in procuring it, rendered it 
abfolutely invalid and void, made the confirmation of 
it lei's confidered, as not being of llrength to make 

that 
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tliat good, Which was in itfelf null. And I doubt 
this logic had an influence upon other afts of no left 
moment than thefe : but it was an erroneous and un- 
fkilful fuggeftion ; for an aft of Parliament, wha’S 
circumftances foever concurred in the contriving and 
framing it, will be always of too great reputation td 
1)6 avoided, or to be declared void, by the foie autho* 
rity of any private perfons, or the Angle power of thtf 
King himfelf. And though the wifdom, fobriety, 
and power, of a future Parliament, if God fliall ever 
bid's the kingdom with another regularly conftituted^ 
may find caufe to declare this, or that aft of Parlia- 
ment, void ; yet there will be the fame temper requi- 
fite to fuch a declaration, as would ferve to repeal it.. 
And it may be then, many men, who abhorred the 
thing when it was done, for the manner of doing it, 
will be of the Civilians’ opinion, non dehuit,fac^ 
ium valet ; and never cohfent to the altering of that, 
which they would never have confented to the efta- 
blilhing of ; neither will that lingle precedent of the 
Judges in the cafe of King Henry the feventh, when 
they declared the aft of attainder to be void by the 
accdlion of the Crown, (though if he had in truth 
been the perfon, upon whom the Crown had lineally 
and rightfully defeended, it was good law), find, or 
make, the Judges of another age parallel to them, till 
the King hath as ftrong a fword in his hand, and the 
people as much at his devotion and difpofal ; and 
then the making, and declaring law, will be of equal 
facility, though, it may be, not of equal juftice. How 
much foever the King’s friends were, for the reafons 
aforefaid, dejefted upon the palling thofe two afts, it 
is certain, they who thought they got whatever he 
loft, were mightily exalted, and thought themfelves, 

now 
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now fuperlor to any oppolition : and what fetufns o£ 
duty and acknowledgment they made to the King 
for that grace and favour, is to be remembered in the 
next place. 

The fame day thofe two a<fl;3 were by his Majef- 
ty’s commiflion pafled, and as foon as a. very fhort 
meflage of thanks for that favour, as much im>» 
porting the fafety of both kingdoms, of England and 
Ireland, was confented to, an ordinance for the fet- 
tling the militia was agreed on by both Houfes, and, 
together with a lift of the names of fuch perfons, as 
for the prefent they meant to confide in, was imme- 
diately fentto the King for his approbation ; the which, 
being the moft avowed foundation of all the miferies 
that have followed, will be here neceffary to be in- 
ferted in the very terms and form it was agreed upon, 

. and prefented ; and was as followeth. 

jin ordinance of hath Hoifes of Parliament for the order- ordb. 
ing of the militia of the kingdom of England^ and agreed oa 
dominion of Wales. • Houfe^fot' 

fettling tha 

Whereas there hath been of late a moft dangerous 
“ and defperate defign upon the Houfe of Commons, 

“ which we have juft caufe to believe to be the effeA 
“ of the bloody counfels of the Papifts, and other ill 
affecfted perfons, who have already raifed a rebellion 
in the kingdom of Ireland, and, by reafon of many 
difcourfes, we cannot but fear they will proceed, 
not only to ftir up the like rebellion and infurrec- 
“ tion in this kingdom of England, but alfo to back; 

“ them with forces from abroad j for the fafety there- 
“ fore of his Majefty’s perfon, the Parliament, and 
“ kingdom, in this time of imminent danger, it is or-, 
dained by the King, the ItiOi'ds,^ and Commons, now 
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in Parliament aflcmbled, That fhall have 

power to aflemble, and call together, all and lingular 
“ his Majefty’s fubje^l-s within the county of 
“ as well within liberties, as without, that are me®t 
and fit for the wars, and them to train, exercifc, 
" and put in readinefs, and them, after their abilities, 
“ and faculties, well and fufficiently, from time to time, 
to caufe to be arrayed and weaponed, and to take 
the mufter of them in places moft fit for tliat pur- 
“ pofe. And fhall have power within the 

“ laid county to nominate and appoint fuch perfons 
** of quality, as to him lliall feem meet, to be his De- 
“ puty Lieutenants to be approved of by both Houfes 
“ of Parliament ; and that any one, or more of the 
“ faid Deputies, fo afligned and approved of, fhall in 
the abfence, or by the command of the laid 
“ have power and authority to do and execute within 
the county of all fuch powers and 

authorities before in this prefent ordinance con- 
tained ; and lhall have power to make Colonels, and 
“ Captains, and other officers, and to remove out of 
“ their places, and to make others from time to time, 
as he fhall think fit for that purpofe. And 
** his Deputies, Colonels, and Captains, and other 
“ officers, fhall have further power and authority to 
“ lead, conduft, and employ, the perfons aforefaid, 
arrayed and weaponed, as well within the county of 
“ as within any other part of this realm 

of England, or domiition of Wales, for the fupprefi- 
“ ing of all rebellions, infurredlions, and invafions, 

“ that may happen, according as they, from time to 
“ time, fliall receive diredfions by his Majefty’s au- 
“ thority, fignified unto them by the Lords and Com- 
“ mons, afiemblcd in Parliament. And it is further 
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** ordained, that fuch as fhall not obey in any of the 
** premifes, fhall arifwer their negleft and contempt to 
the Lords and Commons, in a parliamentary way, 
and not otherwife, nor elfewhere ; and that every 
“ the powers, granted as aforefaid, fhall continue, until 
‘‘ it fhall be otherwife ordered, or declared by both 
** Houfes of Parliament, and no longer. This 

to go alfo to the dominion of Wales.” 

A fecond adb of the fame day, and the only vtay 
they took to return their thanks and acknowledgment 
to the Queen for her interceffion, and mediation in 
the paffing thofe bills, was the opening a letter they 
intercepted, which W'as directed to her Majefly. The 
Lord Digby, after their Majefties going to Windfor, 
when he found in what umbrage he flood with the 
powerful and prevailing party, and that they were able 
to improve his going through a town in a coach and 
fix horfes to a warlike appearance, and fo to expofe 
him to the fury of the people, at leafl: to the power of 
the counties, to be fupprcfl'cd, as they had done by 
their order, or proclamation of the twelfth of January, 
before remembered, and appointed to be read in all 
market towns throughout England ; concluded for 
his own fecurity, and to free the King’s councils from 
the imputation of his evil influence, to remove him- 
felf into fome parts beyond the feas : and fo, by the 
King’s leave, and by his licence, was tranfported into 
Holland, from whence he writ fome letters to his 
friends at London, to give them an account where he 
was, and for fupplying himfelf with fuch accommoda- 
tions as he hood in need of. Amongfl thefe letters 
there was one to his brother-in-law, Sir Lewis Dives, 
which, by the treachery of that perfon, to whofe care 
it was intrufted for conveyance, was brought to the 
vot. I. p, 2. XX Houfe 
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Houfe of Commom : and it being averred, that it 
“ came from the Lord Digby,” whom they looked 
upon as a fugitive, they made no fcruple of opening 
it ; and finding another in it direfted to the Queerf, 
after a very little paufe they did the like j for which 
they made no other excufe (when upon a meflagc 
from the King they fent her the tranfcript, for the 
original they fiill kept) than, “ that having opened 
“ the other letters, and finding in them fundry expref- 
“ fions full of afperity, and malignity to the Parliament, 
they thought it very probable, that the like might 
“ be contained in that to her Majefty ; and that it 
would have been difhonourable to her Majefty, and 
“ dangerous to the kingdom, if it fhould not have been 
“ opened : and they befought the King to perfuadc 
“ her Majefty, that Ihe would not vouchfafe any coun- 
tenance to, or correfpondence with, the Lord Digby, 
or any other of the fugitives or traitors, whofe of- 
“ fences were under the examination and judgment of 
“ Parliament.” 

In that letter to the Queen were thefe words : “ If 
the King betake himfelf to a fafe place, where he 
" may avow and proteft his fervant, (from rage I mean 
“ and violence ; for from juftice I will never implore 
“ it), I fliall then live in impatience, and in mifery, 
“ till I wait upon you. But if, after all he hath done 
“ of late, he fhall betake himfelf to the eafieft and 
“ complianteft ways of accommodation, I am confi- 
“ dent, that then I fhall ferve him more by my ab- 
“ fence, than by all my induftry.” And in that to 
Sir Lewis Dives were thefe words : “ God knows, I 
“ have not a thought to make me blufh towards my 
country, much lefs criminal; but w’here traitors 
have fo great a fway, the honefteft thoughts may 
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" prove moft treafonable.” Which gave thofe, that 
thought themfelves concerned, fo great offence, that, 
within two days after, they accufed him of high 
treafon ; and finding no words in the letter would 
amount to that offence, they accufed him of levying 
war againft the King ; which could have relation to 
no a6l of his, but what was before mentioned at King- 
fton upon Thames, when, to the terror of the King’s 
fubjefls, he was feen there in a coach with fix horfes. 
Though this extravagancy of theirs feems to be di- 
rcded againft a particular perfon, I could not omit 
it in this place, being accompanied with thofe cir- 
cumftances. And it may be, pofterity may look upon 
the fevere profecution of a young nobleman of admi- 
rable parts, and eminent hopes, in fo implacable a 
manner, as a moft pertinent inftance of the tyranny 
and injuftice of that time, not poffible to end, but in 
fo much wickednefs as hath fince been praclifed. 

A third of that day was the carrying up 
impeachment to the Lords againft the King’s Attorney 'm- 
General, “ for malicioufly advifing and contriving the com- ^ 
“ the articles upon which the Lord Kimbolion, Mr. 

“ Hollis, Mr. Pym, Mr. Hambden, Mr. Strode, and 

Sir Arthur Haflerig, had been accufed by his Ma- 
“ jefty of high treafon it being not thought fecu- 
rity and reparation enough, that the King had waved 
any further proceeding againft them, except they left 
fuch a monument of their power, that, upon what oc- 
cafion or provocation foever, no man fhould prefumc 
to obey the King in the like command : fo that the 
fame fourteenth of February, that was celebrated for 
the King’s condefeenfion to that a(ft for putting the 
Bifhops out of the Houfe of Peers, is famous likewife 
for thofe three unparalleled a<fts of contempt upoti 
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the fovereign power ; the demand of the foie power 
over all the militia of the kingdom ; the opening let- 
ters diredted to the facred perfon of the Queen ; and 
the impeaching the Attorney General, for performing 
what he toOk to be the duty of his place, by his 
Mailer’s command. All which were very ill in- 
ftances of that application and compliance his Ma- 
jefty had reafon to expedl, and fome men had pro- 
mifed him he Ihould receive. 

The King’s Though the King was refolved in no degree to 
cerning the confent to the propontion for the militia, yet he 
thought not the time feafonable for his politivc denial, 
the Queen retaining Hill her fears of being flopped in 
her journey. Therefore, for the prefent, he returned 
anfwer, “ that his deareft confort the Queen, and his 
“ dear daughter the Princefs Mary, being then upon 
“ their departure for Holland, he could not have fo 
“ good time to conlider of a particular anfwer for a 
“ matter of fo great weight, as that was ; and there- 
“ fore he would refpite the fame till his return the 
King intending to accompany the Queen to Dover, 
and, as foon as llie was embarked, to return. They 
received this anfwer with tlieir ufual impatience, and 
the next day fent mellengers to him, with that which 
they called an humble petition ; in which they told 
Theirrcpiy. him, “ that they had, with a great deal of grief, re- 
“ ceived his anfwer to their juft and neceflary petition 
concerning the militia of the kingdom ; which, by 
“ a gracious meflage formerly fent unto them, he had 
been pleafed to promife Ihould be put into fuch 
hands, as his Parliament Ihould approve of, the ex- 
“ tent of their power, and the time of their continu- 
“ ance, being likewife declared ; the which being now 
“ done, and the perfons nominated, his Majefty never- 

“ thelefs 
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" thelefs referved his refolution to a longer and a very 
“ uncertain time ; which, they faid, was as unfatif- 
fadlory and deftrudlive as an abfolute denial. There- 
“ fore, they once again befought him to take their de- 
“ fire into his royal thoughts, and to give them fuch 
“ an anfwer, as might raife in them a confidence, 
“ that they fhould not be expofed to the praftices of 
“ thofe who third: after the ruin of this kingdom, and 
the kindling of that combuftion in England, which 
“ they had in fo great a meafure effedled in Ireland ; 
“ from whence, as they were informed, they intended 
“ to invade this kingdom, with the afliftance of the 
“ Papifts here. They faid, nothing could prevent 
“thofe evils, nor enable them to fupprefs the re- 
“ bellion in Ireland, and fecure thcmfelves, but the 
“ inftant granting of that their petition j which, they 
hoped, his Majefty would not deny to thofe, who 
muft, in the difcharge of their duty to his Majefty 
and the commonwealth, reprefent unto him, what 
“ they found fo abfolutely necefl'ary for the preferva- 
“ tion of both ; which the laws of God and man 
“ enjoined them to fee put in execution, as feveral 
counties by their daily petitions defired them to do, 
“ and in fome places begun already to do it of them- 
“ felves.” Notwithftanding all that import^nity, the 
King made no other anfwer than formerly he had 
done, “ that he would give a full anfwer at his return 
“ from Dover.” 

In the mean time, the Houfc of Commons, to 
whom every day petitions are dire6led by the feveral 
counties of England, profefling all allegiance to them, 
govern abfolutely, the Lords concurring, or rather 
fubmitting, to whatfoever is propofed ; infomuch as 
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The Lords whcn the)' had bailed the twelve Bilhops, who were 
twelve in the Tower for the treafon of their proteftation, 
^^Tower, whicli they did the next day after the bill was pafled 
Commons away their votes, the Houfe of Commons 

in great indignation expoftulated with them, and 
caufed them immediately again to be recommitted to 
the Tower. So they gave their private intimations 
to their correfpondents in the counties, that they 
Ihould make fmall entries upon the militia ; which 
was done in many places, the people chooling their 
officers, and lifting themfelves, and fo training and 
Divers exercifing under the names of volunteers ; whereby 
ter upon ex- they had opportunity to unite themlelves, to know 
powaoi**'^ their confederates, obferve thofe who were of other 
the militia, opinions, and to provide arms and ammunition againft 
they fhould have occafton. The Tower of Lon- 
don was at their devotion, and Hull was their own ; 
the Mayor of that place having been lately fent for 
and reprehended, for having faid, “ that they ought 
“ not to have foldiers billetted upon them by the 
“ Petition of Right, and for refufing to fubmit that 
town, which was his charge, to the government of 
“ Mr. Hotham and after a tedious and chargeable 
attendance, without being brought to a public hearing, 
he was perfuaded to fubmit ; and fo was difeharged. 
Moneyraif- Then they fell to raifing of money under pretence 
pretence of of the relief of Ireland, and, for that purpofe, prepared 
Ireland.^ ^ 3,n aft for tlie payment of four hundred thoufand 
“ pounds to fuch perfons as were nominated by them- 
“ felves, and to be difburfed and ilfued in fuch man- 
“ ner, and to fuch ufes, as the two Houfes fhould 
direft, wdiich the King confirmed accordingly 
whereby they had a ftock of credit to raife monies, 
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whenfoever they found themfelves put to it : and 
this could not be prevented ; for the King having 
committed the carrying on the war of Ireland to 
‘them, and they being engaged both for the payment 
of the arrears to the officers of the northern army dif- 
banded the fummer before, and of the three hundred 
thoufand pounds to the Scots, his Majefty was ne- 
ceffitated to pafs the aft with fuch general claufes, 
that it might be in their power to divert the money 
to other ufes than thofc to which it was given j as it 
afterwards fell out. 

The Queen being Ihipped for Holland, his Majefty 
returned to .Greenwich, whither he had fent to the ijoijanti, 
Marquis of Hertford to bring the Prince of Wales turns to 
from Hampton-Court to meet him ; of which as foon where the ’ 
as the Houfes were advertifed, they fent a meffage to meew him. 
the King, who was upon his w'ay from Dover, to de- 
fire him, “ that the Prince might not be removed 
“ from Hampton-Court, for that they conceived his 
“ removal at that time might be a caufe to promote 
“ jealoufies and fears in the hearts of his good fub- 
“ jefts, which they thought neceffary to avoid 
and, at the fame time, fent an exprefs order to the 
Marquis of Hertford, “ to require him not to fuffer 
“ the Prince to go to Greenwich but his Lordlhip, 
choofing rather to obey the King’s commands than 
theirs, carried his Highnefs to his father ; of which 
the Houfes no fooner were informed, than they fent 
fome members of both Houfes to Greenwich, “ to 
“ bring the Prince from thence to London.” But 
when they came thither, they found the King, whom 
they did not expeft there ; and fo made no attempt 
to perform that command. The reafon of this ex- 
travagancy (befides their natural humour to affront 
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the King, and this feeming care of the Prince was a 
popular thing) was pretended to be an information 
4hey had received from a member of the Houfe. 

There was one Griffith, a young Wellhman, of nd 
parts or reputation, but for eminent licence ; this 
youth had long, with great boldnefs, followed the 
Court, and pretended to preferment there ; and fo in 
the Houfe had always oppofed, as far as not confent- 
ing, all the undutiful a6ts towards the King, and, upon 
this ftock of merit, had prefled more confidently 
for a reward ; and, w'hen the Queen was ready 
to take fhipping at Dover for Holland, he bare- 
faced importuned her to mediate to the. King, “ that 
“ he might be forthwith admitted of the Prince’s 
“ Bedchamber the which her Majefly refufing, he 
told his companions, “ that fince he could not render, 
himfelf confiderable by doing the King fervice, 
“ he would be confiderable by doing him differvice 
and fo made great hafle to London, and openly in the 
Houfe told them, (the fame day that the Prince was to 
go to Greenwich), “ that' if they were not exadlly care- 
“ ful, they would fpeedily lofe the Prince ; for, to his 
“ knowledge, there was a defign and refolqtion imme- 
“ diately to carry him into France.” From which 
fenfelefs and groundlefs information, he was taken 
into their favour ; and, his malice fupplying the de- 
fedl of other parts, was thenceforth taken into truft, 
and ufed as their Bravo to juftify all their excelTes in 
taverns and ordinaries. And I faw Mr. Hambden, 
fhortly after this difeovery, take him in his arms, tell- 
ing him, “ his foul rejoiced to fee, that God had put 
it into his heart to take the right way.” 

To their meflage the King fent them word, “ That 
to their fears and jealoufies he knew not what an- 

fwer 
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** fwer to give, not being able to imagine from what 
“ grounds they proceeded ; but if any information 
“ had been given to them to caufe thofe apprehen- 
lions, he much delired the fame might be examined 
to the bottom ; and then he hoped that their fears 
“ and jealoulies would be hereafter continued only 
‘‘ with reference to his Majefty’s rights and honour.” 

The Queen being gone, and the Prince come to The King's 
his father at Greenwich, the King fent an anfwer to fwer con- 
the two Houfes concerning the militia; “ that hav-^[iX!*^* 
“ ing, with his beft care and underftanding, perufed 
“ and conlidered that, which had been fent him from 
“ both Houfes, for the ordering the militia to be 
“ made an ordinance of Parliament by the giving his 
“ royal alfent, as he could by no means do it for 
many reafons, fo he did not conceive himfelf ob- 
liged to it by any promife made to them in his 
“ anfwer to their former petition. He faid, he found 
“ great caufe to except againft the preface, or intro- 
“ duftion to that order ; which confelfed a moft 
dangerous and defperate delign upon the Houfe 
“ of Commons of late, fuppofed to be an effeft of 
“ the bloody counfels of Papifts, and other ill-affefted 
“ perfons, by which many might underftand (looking 
“ upon other printed papers to that purpofe) his own 
coming in perfon to the Houfe of Commons on 
“the fourth of January, which begot fo unhappy a 
mifunderftanding between him and his people. 

“ And for that, though he believed it, upon the in- 
“ formation lince given him, to be a breach of their 
“ privileges, and had offered, and was ready, to repair 
the fame for the future, by any a6t Ihould be de- 
** fired from his Majefty ; yet he mufi: declare, and 
require to be believed, that he had no other defign 
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upon that Houfe, or any member of it, than to re- 
quire, as he did, the perfons of thofe five gentlemen 
“ he had before accufed of high treafon, and to declare 
that he meant to proceed againft them legally and 
“ fpeedily ; upon which he believed that Houfe would 
“ have delivered them up. 

“ He called the Almighty God to witnefs, that he 
** was fo far from any intention, or thought, of force 
“ or violence, although that Houfe had not delivered 
“ them according to his demand, or in any cafe what- 
foever, that he gave thofe his fervants, and others, 
“ who then waited on his Majefty, exprefs charge 
“ and command, that they fhould give no offence 
“ unto any man ; nay, if they received any provoca- 
“ tion or injury, that they fhould bear it without re- 
** turn ; and he neither faw, nor knew, that any per- 
fon of his train had any other weapons, but his 
“ penfioners and guard, thofe with which they ufually 
“ attend his perfon to Parliament ; and j the other 
“ gentlemen, fwords. And therefore he doubted not, 
“ but the Parliament would be regardful of his ho- 
nour therein, that he fhould not undergo any im- 
putation by the rafh and indifcreet exprefhons of 
“ any young men then in his train, or by any defpe- 
rate words uttered by others, who might mingle 
with them without his confent or approbation. 

“ For the perfons nominated to be the Lieutenants of 
“ the feveral counties of England and Wales, he faid, 
he was contented to allow that recommendation ; 
“ only concerning the city of London, and fuch 
other corporations as by ancient charters had granted 
“ to them the power of the militia, he did not con- 
ceive that it could Hand with juftice or policy to 
“ alter tlieir government in that particular. And 
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he was willing forthwith to grant to every one 
“ of them, that of London and other corporations 
excepted, fuch commiffions, as he had granted this 
“ Parliament to fome Lords Lieutenants by their ad- 
vice. But if that power were not thought enough, 
“ but that more Ihould be thought fit to be granted 
“ to thof perfons named, than, by the law, is in the 
Crown itfelf, he faid, he thought it reafonable that 
“ the fame fhould be by fom? law firft veiled in him, 
with power to transfer it tp thofe perfons ; which he 
“ would willingly do : and whatever that power 
“ fhould be, to avoid] all future doubts and queflions, 
“ he defired it might be digefled into an adl of Par- 
“ liament, rather than an ordinance ; fo that all his 
“ fubjedls might thereby particularly know, both what 
“ they were to do, and what they were to fuffer for 
their negledl ; that fo there might be the leaft lati- 
“ tude for them to fuffer under any arbitrary power 
whatfoever. 

To the time defired for the continuance of the 
“ powers to be granted, he faid, he could not confent 
“ to diveft himlelf of the juft power, which God, and 
the laws of the kingdom, had placed in him for the 
“ defence of his people, and to put it into the hands 
“ of others for any indefinite time. And fince the 
“ ground of their requeft to him was to fecure their 
prefent fears and jealoufies, that they might with 
“ fafety apply themfelves to his meffage of the twen- 
tieth of January, he ’hoped that his grace to them 
“ fince that time, in yielding to fo many of their de- 
“ fires, and in agreeing to the perfons now recom- 
“ mended to him, and the power before expreffed to 
“ be placed in them, would wholly difpel thofe fears 
“ and jealoufies ; and he affured them, that as he had 
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applied this unufual remedy to their doubts ; fo, if 
there fhould be caufe, he would continue the fame 
“ to fuch time, as fhould be agreeable to the fame 
care he now exprefled towards them. 

He faid, he was fo far from receding from any 
thing he had promifed, or intended to grant in his 
“ former anfwer, that he had hereby confented to all 
“ that had been then atked of him by that petition, 
concerning the militia of the kingdom, except that 
“ of London, and the other corporations ; which was, 
“ to put the fame into the hands of fuch perfons, as 
“ Ihould be recommended to him by both Houfes of 
“ Parliament. And he doubted not but they, upon 
well weighing the particulars of that his anfwer, 
“ would find the fame more fatisfa(9:ory to their ends, 
and the peace and welfare of all his good fubjedls, 
“ than the way propofed by that intended ordinance ; 
“ to which, for thofe reafons, he could not confent. 

And whereas he obferved by their late petition, 
“ that in fome places, fome perfons begun already to 
“ intermeddle of themfelves with the militia, he faid, 
he expefted his Parliament fhould examine the par- 
“ ticulars thereof, it being a matter of high concern- 
“ ment, and very great confequence. And he re- 
“ quired, that if it diould appear to them, that any 
“ perfon whatfoever had prefumed to command the 
“ militia without lawful authority, they might be pro- 
‘‘ ceeded againft according to law.” 

It feems this was not the anfwer they promifed 
themfelves ; for, at the publifhing it, they were mar- 
velloufly tranfported, and immediately voted, both 
Houfes concurring in it, ‘‘ That thofe, who advifed 
“ his Majefty to give that anfwer, were enemies to 
V the State, and mifehievous projectors againft the 
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** defence of the kingdom : that that denial was of 
that dangerous confequence, that if his Majefty 
“ Ihould perfift in it, it would hazard the peace and 
“ fafety of all his kingdoms, unlefs fome fpeedy re- 
medy were applied by the wifdom and authority of 
both Houfes of Parliament : and that fuch parts of 
the kingdom, as had already put themfelves into a 
“ pofture of defence againft the common danger, had 
“ done nothing but what was juftifiable, and was ap- 
“ proved by both Houfes,” And having caufed thefe, 
and fuch other rcfolutions to be immediately pab- 
lifhed in print, that their friends abroad might know 
what they had to do, they fent a committee of both 
Houfes to the King at Theobalds with another peti-* a pctitioa 
tion ; in which they told him, “ that their juft appre Moulcs to 
“ henfions of forrow and fear, in refpedl of the public Theobald^' 
dangers and miferics like to fall upon Jiis Majefty 
and the kingdom, were much increafed upon the 
receipt of his unexpefted denial of their moft hum- 
“ ble and neceflary petition concerning the militia of 
“ the kingdom ■, and that they were efpecially grieved, 

“ that wicked and mifehievous counfellors Ihould ftill 
“ have that power with him, as in that time of ap- 
“ proaching and imminent ruin, he fhould rather in- 
“ dine to that, which was apt to further the accom- 
“ plifhment of the defires of the moft malignant ene- 
“ mies of God’s true religion, and of tlie peace and 
“ fafety of himfelf, and his kingdom, than to the du- 
“ tiful and faithful counfel of his Parliament. Where- 
“ fore, they faid, they were enforced in all humility 
“ to proteft, that, if his Majefty fhould perfift in that 
“ denial, the dangers and diftempers of the kingdom 
“ were fuch, as would endure no longer delay : but 
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unlefs he fhould be gracioufly pleafed to affure them 
“ by thofe meflengers, that he would fpeedily apply 
“ his royal aflent to the fatisfaftion of their former 
“ defires, they fhould be enforced, for the fafcty of his 
“ Majefty and his kingdoms, to difpofe of the militia 
“ by the authority of both Houfes, in fuch a manner 
“ as had been propounded to him ; and they refolved 
to do it accordingly. 

“ They likewife mofl humbly befought his Majefty 
“ to believe, that the dangerous and defperate defign 
upon the Houfe of Commons, mentioned in their 
preamble, was not inferred with any intention to 
“ caft the leaft afperfion upon his Majefty ; but there- 
“ in they reflected upon that malignant party, of 
“ whofe bloody and malicious pradtices they had fo 
often experience, and from which they could never 
be fecure, unlefs his Majefty would be pleafed to 
•“ put from him thofe wicked and unfaithful counfel- 
“ lors, who interpofed their own corrupt and malicious 
“ defigns betwixt his Majefty ’s goodnefs and wif- 
“ dom, and the profperity and contentment of him- 
“ felf, and of his people ; and that for the difpatch of 
“ the great affairs of the kingdom, the fafety of his 
“ perfon, the protedlion and comfort of his fubjedls, 

“ he would be pleafed to continue his abode near to 
“ London, and the Parliament ; and not to withdraw 
“ himfelf to any the remoter parts, which if he ► 
“ fhould do, muft needs be a caufe of great danger 
“ and diftraftion. 

“ That he would likewife be gracioufly pleafed to 
continue the Prince’s Highnefs in thofe parts at 
“ St. James’s, or any other of his houfes near London ; 

“ whereby the defigns, which the enemies of the reli- 
gion. 
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gion, and peace of the kingdom, might have upon 
“ his perfon, and the jealoulies and fears of his people 
“ might be prevented. 

“ And they befought him to be informed by them, 
that, by the laws of the kingdom, the power of raif- 
“ ing, ordering, and difpofing of the militia within any 
city, town, or other place, could not be granted to 
any corporation by charter, or otherwife, without the 
“ authority and confent of Parliament : and that thofe 
“ parts of the kingdom, which had put themfelves in 
“ a pofture of defence againft the comnfon danger, 

“ had therein done nothing but according to the de- 
claration and diredlion of both tioufes, and what 
“ was juftifiable by the laws of the kingdom. All 
“ which their moft humble counfel and delires they 
“ prayed him to accept, as the effedl of that duty and 
allegiance, which they owed unto him, and which 
“ would not fuffer them to admit of any thoughts, in- 
“ tentions, or endeavours, but fuch as were neceffary 
“ and advantageous for his greatnefs, and honour, and 
“ the fafety and profperity of the kingdom, according 
“ to that truft and power, which the laws had repofed 
“ in them.” 

As foon as the petition was read, the King told them The King's 

1 r • ^ 1 r ^ prcfcnt aa- 

that prefented it, “ That he was fo much amazed atiwer. 

“ their melTage, that he knew not what to anfwer. 

“ He faid they fpoke of jealoufies and fears ; but he 
“ defired them to lay their hands to their hearts, and 
“ alk themfelves, whether he might not likewife be 
difturbed with fears and jealoufies and if fo, he 
** alTured them, that mefiage had nothing leflened 
“ them. 

“ For the militia, he faid, he had thought fo much 
“ of it before he fent his anfwer, and was fo well af- 

“ fured 



688 


THE HISTORY 


Book IV. 


** fuired that the anfwer was agreeable to what, in juf- 
“ tice or reafon, they could alk, or life in honour 
“ grant, that he Ihould not alter it in any point.. 

“ For his relidence near them, he faid, he wilhed it 
‘‘ might be fo fafe and honourable, that he had no 
“ caufe to abfent himfelf from Whitehall t he bid 
“ them alk themfclves, whether he had not ? For 
“ his fon, he faid, he fhould take that care of him, 
“ which Ihould juftify him to God, as a father ; and 
“ to his dominions, as a king. To conclude, he af- 
lured them upon his honour, that he had no thought 
but of peace and juftice to his people ; which he 
“ would by all fair means feek to preferve and main- 
“ tain, relying upon the goodnefs and providence 
“ of God for the prefervation of himfelf, and his 
“ rights.” 

This, being fuddenly, and with more than ufual 
quicknefs, fpoken by the King, much appalled them ; 
but they were too far engaged to retire ; and there- 
fore, as foon as it was reported to the Houfes, they 
iTie refoiu- refolved, upon debate, “ that the kingdom Ihould be 
Houfes “ forthwith put into a pofture of defence, by autho- 
tpon iti ,, Houfes, in fuch a way as had been for- 

merly agreed upon by both Houfes ; and that a de- 
claration fhould be fpeedily fent unto the King, 
“ containing the caufes of their juft fears and jealou- 
lies, and to make it evident that any that were en- 
tertained againft them were groundlefs ordering 
at the fame time, that all the Lords Lieutenants of 
any counties in England, who had been formerly fo 
conftituted by the King by his commiffioos under 
“ the great Seal of England, Ihould immediately bring 
** in thofe commiffions to be Cancelled as illegal al- 
beit fome fuch commiffions had been granted, upon 

their 
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their own defire, fince the beginning of the Parlia- 
ment, as particularly to the Earl of EfTex to be Lord 
^Lieutenant of Yorkfhire, and to the Earl of Salilbury 
for Dorfetfhire. 

Then' both Houfes fent to the Earl of Northumber- They fend 
land, being high Admiral of England, “ that they had of North- 
“ received advertifement of extraordinary preparations u™',ov^ 
“ made, by the neighbouring Princes, both by land^®“'' 

“ and fea ; by which an apprehenfion was raifed in 
“ both Houfes, that the public honour, peace, and 
“ fafety of his Majefty, and his kingdom, could not 
“ be fecured, unlefs a timely courfe was taken for the 
“ putting the kingdom into a condition of defence at 
“ fea, as well as at land : and they did therefore order 
him forthwith to give effetflual diredlion, that all the 
“ fhips belonging to his Majefty’s navy, and fit for 
“ fervice, and not already abroad, or deiigneil for the 
fummer’s fleet, fhould be rigged, and put in fuch a 
“ readinefs, as that they might be foon fitted for the 
fea : and that his Lordflrip would alfo make known 
“ to the mafters and owners of other flii[)s, in anv of 
“ the harbours of the kingdom, as might he of ufc for 
“ the public defence, that it would be an acceptable 
“ fervice to the King and Parliament, if they would 
likewife caufe their fliips to be rigged, and lb far put 
“ into a readinefs, as they might, at a fliort warning, 
likewife be fet to fea upon any emergent occalion ; 
which would be a means of great feciirity to his 
“ Majefty and his dominions.” To which the Earl 
returned an anfwer full of fubmilfion and obe- 
dience. 

I have been alTured from perfons of very good cre- 
dit, and converfant with thofe councils, that they had 
in deliberation and debate to fend, and take the Prince 
from his father at Theobalds by force : but that dc- 
VOL. I, p. 2. Y y fid^i 
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iign was quickly laid afidc, when they heard that the 
King was removed from thence to Newmarket, and 
Ti]eir de- vvas like to make a further progrefs. So they ufed all 
his m'Ijci- podible expedition in preparing their declaration; 
which they directed to his MajefVy, and in which they 
told him, “ tliat althougli tliat anfwer, he had given 
“ to their petition at Theobalds, did give juft caufe of 
“ lorrow to them ; yet it was not without fome mix- 
tore ot confidence and hope, conlidering thofe ex- 
*• preftions proceeded from the mifapprehenfions of 
“ their adtions and intentions ; which, having no 
'• ground of truth or reality, miglit, by his juftice and 
“ wifdom, be removed, wlien he ftiould be fully in- 
“ formed, tliat thofe fears and jealouftes of theirs, which 
“ his Majefty thouglit to be caufelcfs, and without any 
ground, did neceflarily and clearly arife from 
“ thole dangers and diftempers, into which the mif- 
“ chiev'ous and evil councils about him had brought 
“ the kingdom. And that thofe other fears and jea- 
loufies, by which his favour, his royal prefence, and 
“ confidence, had been witlidrawn from his Parlia- 
“ ment, had no foundation, or fubfiftence in any ac- 
“ tion, intention, or mifearriage of theirs • but were 
“ merely grounded upon the fallchood and malice of 
“ thofe who, for the lupporting and fomenting their 
“ own wicked defigns againft the religion and peace of 
“ the kingdom, did leek to deprive his Majefty of the 
“ ftrength and the afi'ed'Hon of his people ; and them 
“ of his grace and protection ; and thereby to fubjedl 
“ both ins perfon, and the whole kingdom, to ruin 
“ and deftrudtion. 

“ Tliat, to fatisfy his Majefty’s judgment and con- 
“ fciencc in both thofe points, they defired to make a 
free and clear declaration of the caufes of their 
‘‘ fears and jcaloufics, in fomc particulars. 


I. “ That 
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I. “ That the defign of altering religion, in this 
“ and his other kingdoms, had been potently carried 
on, by thofe in greateft authority about him, for di- 
“ vers years together : and that the Queen’s agent at 
“ Rome, and tlie Pope’s agent, or nuncio, here, were 
“ not only evidences of that defign, but had been 
“■ great adlors in it. 

a. “ That the war witli Scotland was procured to 
make way for tltat intent, and chiefly fomented by 
“ the Papifts, and others popifhly aftecled, whereof 
“ they had ntany evidences, efpecially tljcir free and 
“ general contribution to it. 

3. Tliat the rebellion in Ireland was framed and 
“ contrived licre in England ; and that the Englilh 
“ Papifls fliould have rilen about tlie fame time, tliey 
“ liad feveral teftimonics and advertiiements from Ire- 
“ land ; and that it was a common fpeech amongfl; 
“ the rebels, (wiili whicli, they faid, other evidences 

did concur, as the information of a minilrer who 
came out of Ireland ; the letter of one Trifrram 
“ Whetcomb in Ireland to his brother in England, 
“ and many others), that they would recover unto his 
“ Majefly his royal prerogative, wrefted from him by 
“ the Puritan faction in the Houfes of Parliament in 
“ England ; and would maintain epifcopal jurifdic- 
tion, and the, lawfulncfs thereof ; which, they faid, 
“ were the two quarrels, upon which his late army in 
the North fhould hayc been incenfed againft them. 

4. “ The caufe they had to doubt that the late 
defign, ftyled the Queen’s pious intention, w'as for 

“ tlie alteration of religion in this kingdom, for fuc- 
cefs whereof the Pope’s nuncio (the Count Roi^ctti) 
‘f enjoined falling tind praying to be obferyed every 
week by the Englifh Papifts ; which, they faid, ap- 

Y y 2 “ peared 
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“ peared to them by one of the original letters di- 
redtcd by him to a prieft in Lancafhirc. 

5. “ The boldnefs of the Irifli rebels in affirming 
they do nothing but by authority from the King ; 

“ that they call themfelves the Queen’s army ; that the 
“ prey and booty they take from the Englifh, they 
“ mark with tlie Queen’s mark ; that their purpofe 
“ was to come into England, when their bufinefs was 
“ done in Ireland ; and fundry other things of that 
“ kind, which, they faid, were proved by one Oco- 
nelly, and others ; but efpecially in the foremen- 
“ tioned letter from Triftram Whetcomb, wherein 
“ tliere w^as this paffage, tliat many other fpeeches 
“ they utter, concerning religion, and our court of 
“ England, which he dares not commit to paper. 

6. The many attempts to provoke his late army, 
“ and the army of the Scots, and to raife a fart ion in 
“ the city of London, and other parts of the king- 

dom. That thofe, who had been artors in thefe bu- 
“ finelles, had their dependence, their countenance, 
“ and encouragement, from the Court ; witnefs the 
“ treafon, whereof Mr. Jermyn, and others, ftood ac- 
“ cufed ; who, they faid, was tranfported beyond feas 
“ by warrant under his Majefty’s own hand, after he 
“ had given affurance to his Parliament, that he had 
“ laid a ftrirt command upon his fervants, that none 
“ of them fhould depart from Court. And that dan- 
“ gerous petition delivered to Captain Leg by his 
“ Majefty’s own hand, accompanied with a dirertion 
“ ligned with C. R. 

7. “ The falfe and fcandalous accufation againft 
the Lord Kimbolton, and the five members of the 

« Houfe of Commons, tendered to the Parliament by 
“ his own command, and endeavoured to be juftified 

“in 
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in the city by his own prefence and perfuafion, and 
to be put in execution upon their perfons by his 
“ demand of them in the Houfe of Commons, in fo 
terrible and violent a manner, as far exceeded all 
“ former breaches of privileges of Parliament a6led 
“ by his Majefty, or any of his predeceflbrs : and they 
“ faid, whatever his own intentions were, divers 
“ bloody and defperate perfons, that attended him, 
“ difeovered their afFedfions, and refolutions, to hav» 
“ raaflacred and deftroyed the members of that Houfe, 
“ if the abfence of thofe perfons accufed had not, by 
God’s providence, flopped the giving that 
which they expedled for the fetting them upon that 
“ barbarous and bloody acfl : the lifling of officers 
“ and foldiers, for a guard at Whitehall, and fuch 
“ other particulars. 

8. “ That, after a vote had paffied in the Ploufe of 
“ Commons, declaring that the Lord Digby had ap- 
“ peared in a warlike manner at Kingflon upon Thames, 
“ to the terror and affright of his Majefly’s good fub- 
“ jeefls, and difturbance of the public peace of the 
“ kingdom, he fhould neverthelefs be in that credit 
“ with his Majefly, as to be fent away by his Majef- 
“ ty’s own warrant to Sir J. Pennington to land him 
“ beyond feas ; from whence he vented his own trai- 
torous conceptions, that his Majefty fhould declare 
“ himfelf, and retire to a place of ftrength ; as if he 
“ could not be fafe amongft his people. Which falfe 
“ and malicious counfel and advice, they faid, they 
had great caufe to doubt, made too deep an impref- 
“ fion upon his Majefty, conlidcring the courfe he was 
“ pleafed to take of abfenting himfelf from his Parlia- 
“ ment, and carrying the Prince with him : which 

y y 3 “ feemed 
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“ Iccmed to exprefs a purpofe in his Majcfty to keep 
“ himfelf in a readinefs for the afting of it. 

9. “ The many advcrtifements they had from 
“ Rome, Paris, Venice, and other parts, that they ftill 
“ cxpedled that his Majefty had fome great defign in 
“ hand, for the altering of religion, and the breaking 
“ the neck of his Parliament. That the Pope’s nun- 
“ cio had folicited the Kings of France and Spain to 
“ lend his Majefty four thoufand men apiece, to help 
“ to maintain his royalty againlf the Parliament. 
“ And they faid, as that foreign force was the moft 
“ pernicious and malignant defign of all the reft ; fo 
“ they hoped it was, and fhoulcl always be, fartheft 
“ from his Majefty’s thoughts ; becaufe no man 

would believe he would give up his people and 
“ kingdom to be fpoiled by ftrangers, if he did not 
“ likewife intend to change both his own profeffion 
“ in religion, and the public profefiion of the king- 
“ dom, that fo he might be ftill more afl’ured of thofe 
“ foreign ftates of the Popifh religion for their future 

fupport and defence. 

“ Thefe, they faid, were feme of tlie grounds of 
“ their fears and jealoufies, which had made them fo 
“ earneftly implore his royal authority', and protec- 
“ tion, for their defence and fecurity, in all the way's 
“ of humility and fubmiffion ; which being denied by 
“ his Majefty', feduced by evil counfel, they did, with 
“ forrow for the great and unavoidable mifery and 
“ danger, which was thereby like to fall upon his own 
“ perfon, and his kingdoms, apply themfelves to tiie 
“ ufe of that power for the fecurity' and defence of 
“ both, which, by the fundamental laws and conftitu- 
‘‘ tions of the kingdom, refided in them ; yet ftill re- 

“ folving 
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folving to keep themfelves within the bounds of 
faithfulnefs and allegiance to his facred pcrlbn, and 
“ crown. 

“ To the fears and jealoufies exprcfled by his Ma- 
“ jefty, when he faid, that for his relidencc near the 
“ Parliament, he wiflied it miglit be fo fafe and ho- 
“ nourable, that he had no caufe to abfent himfelf 
“ from Whitehall : that, they faid, they took as the 
“ greateft breach of privilege, that could be oft'ercd ; 
“ as the heavieft mifery to himfelf, and imputation 
“ upon them, that could be imagined, and the moll 
“ mifehievous eftcbl of evil counfels ; it rooted up the 
“ ftrongell foundation of the fafety and honour the 
“ Crown afforded ; it feemed as much as ntight be, 
“ they faid, to call upon the Parliament fuch a 
“ charge, as was inconfillent with the nature of that 
great council, being the body, of which his Majefty 
“ was the head ; it llruck at the very being both of 
“ the King and Parliament, depriving his Majclly, in 
“ his own apprehenfion, of their fidelity, and them of 
“ his protcblion ; which arc the natural bonds and 
“ fupports of government and fubjcdlion. 

“ They faid, they had, according to his Majefly’s 
“ delire, laid their hands upon their hearts ; they had 
“ alked themfelves in the flriblcfl examination of 
“ their confciences ; they had fearched their affec- 
‘‘ tions, their thoughts, conlidered their ablions ; and 
“ they found none, that could give his Majeily any 
“ juft occalion to abfent himfelf from Whitehall, and 
“ his Parliament ; but that he might, with more ho- 
“ nour and fafety, continue there, tli,an in any other 
“ place. They faid, his Majefty laid a general tax 
“ upon them : if he would be gracioufly plcafed to 
“ let them know the particulars, they fhould give a 

y y 4 clear 
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“ clear and fatisfadlory anfwer. But, they faid, they 
could have no hope of ever giving his Majefty 
fatisfadtion, when thofc particulars, which he had 
been made believe were true, yet, being produced,' 
“ and made known to them, appeared to be falfe ; and 
“ his Majefty notwithftanding would neither punifh 
“ nor produce the authors, but go on to contradl new 
“ fears and jealouftes, upon general and uncertain 
grounds ; affording them no means or pofftbility of 
** particular anfwer to the clearing of themfelves, of 
“ which they gave him thefe inftances. i. The 
“ Ipeechcs pretended to be fpoken at Kenfington 
“ concerning the Queen, which had been denied and 
“ difavowed ; yet his Majefty had not named the au- 
“ thors. 2. The charge and accufation of the Lord 
“ Kimbolton, and the five members, who refufcd no 
“ trial or examination, which might ftand with the 
“ privileges of Parliament ; yet no authors, no wit- 
nefles, were produced, againft whom they might 
“ have reparation for the great injury, and infamy caft; 
upon them. 

“ They befought his Majefty to conlider in what 
“ ftate he was, how eafy and fair a way he had to 
“ happinefs, honour, greatnefs, and plenty, and fecu- 
“ rity, if he would join with his Parliament, and his 
“ faithful fubjefts, in the defence of the religion, and 
“ the public good of the kingdom. That, they faid, 
was all they cxpedled from him, and for that they 
would return to him their lives, fortunes, and ut- 
“ moft endeavours to fupport his Majefty, his juft fo- 
“ vereignty, and power over them. But, they faid, it 
“ was not words that could fecure them in thofe their 
humble defires ; they could not but too well and 
“ forrowfully remember, what gracious meflages they 

“ ha4 
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had from him the laft fummer ; when, with his pri- 
vity, the bringing up of the army was in agitation : 
“ they could not but with the like afFeftions recall to 
“ their minds, how, not two days before he gave di- 
“ redlion for the aforementioned accufation, and his 
own coming to the Commons’ Houfe, that Houfe 
“ received from him a gracious mefTage, that he would 
“ always have care, of their privileges, as of his own 
“ prerogative ; and of the fafety of their perfons, as 
of his own children. 

“ They faid, that which they expelled, and which 
“ would give them affurance that he had no thought 
“ but of peace, and juftice to his people, muft be fomc 
“ real efFedt of his goodnefs to them, in granting thofe 
things, which the prefent neceffity of the kingdom 
“ did enforce them to defire. And in the firft place, 
“ that lie would be gracioufly pleafed to put from 
him thofe wicked and mifehievous counfellors, 
“ which had caufed all thofe dangers and difiradlions ; • 
and to continue his own refidence, and the Prince’s, 
“ near London, and the Parliament, which, they 
“ hoped, would be a happy beginning of contentment, 
“ and confidence between him and his people ; and 
“ be followed with many fucceeding blelfings of ho- 
“ nour and greatnefs to his Majefty, and of fecurity 
and profperity to them.” 

In the debate of this declaration, the like whereof 
had never before been heard of in Parliament, in which 
they took his Majefty’s doubt of his fafety at White- 
hall fo heavily, that, they faid, “ it feemed to call: fuch 
“ a charge upon the Parliament, as was inconfiftent 
“ with the nature of that great council,” (fo appre- 
henfive they were of the leaft fufpicion of want of 
freedom), the prevalent party carried themfelves with 
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that pride and impetuofity, that they would endure 
no oppolition or difpute ; infomuch as Sir Ralph 
Hopton (who indeed was very grievous to them for 
not complying with them) for objedling againft fomc' 
lharp expreffions in the declaration, (before it paffed 
the Houfe, and when the queftion was, whether it 
Ihould pafs), as being too diifant from that reverence, 
wlxich ought to be uled to the King ; and for faying, 
upon a claufe, in which they mentioned their general 
intelligence from Rome, Venice, Paris, and other 
places, of fome defign the King had upon religion, 
and the Parliament, from whence they feemed to con- 
clude that the King would change his religion, “ that 

they feemed to ground an opinion of the King’s 
“ apoftafy upon a Icfs evidence, than woukl ferve to 
“ hang a fellow for flealing a horfe,” was committed 
to the Tower of London, “ for laying an imputation 
“ upon that committee, which had drawn up the decla- 
“ ration.” Notwithifanding which, after they had im- 
prifoned him, they thought fit to make that exprelfion 
lefs grofs and pofitive ; though, as it is fet down above, 
(in which words it palled, and was delivered to the 
King), it was thought by flanders-by to be very un- 
agreeable to the gravity of a wife court, and to the 
duty of fubjeAs. 

But in this particular, in oppreffing all thofe who 
were of ditferent opinions from them, their carriage 
was lb notorious and terrible, that fpies were fet upon, 
and inquiries made upon all private, light, cafual dif- 
courfes, which fell from thofe who were not gracious 
to them : as Mr. Trelavvney, a member of the Houle 
of Commons, and a merchant of great reputation, was 
expelled the Houfe, and committed to prifon, for hav- 
ing faid, in a private difcourl'e in the city, to a friend, 

“ that 
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that the Houfe could not appoint a guard for them- 
‘‘ felves without the King’s confent, under pain of 
“ high treafon which was proved by a fellow, who 
pretended to overhear him ; when the perfon himfelf, 
with whom the conference was held, declared, “ that 
“ he faid, it might be imputed to them for high trea- 
“ fon and it was confellcd on all parts, that the 
words were fpoken long before the difeovery, and 
fome days before the Houfe had refolvcd, “ that they 
“ w'ould have a guard.” And afterwards, upon the 
old ftock of their diflike, when the war begun to 
break out, they again imprifoned this honeft gentle- 
man ; feized upon all his eftatc, which was very good; 
and fuftered him to die in prifon for want of ordinary 
relief and rcfrelKment. 

And in this very time, we fpeak of, and in the very 
bulinefs of the militia, when evxry day very great 
multitudes of petitions from moft of the counties of 
England, and from the city of London, were prefented 
to both Houfes, to delire they might be put into a 
pofture of defence ; and that they would caufe the or- 
dinance for the militia to be fpeedily executed, which 
was alleged to be an inftance of the people’s dehre 
throughout the kingdom, and the chief ground of 
their proceeding ; the moll fubllantial citizens of 
London, both in reputation and eflate, finding that 
the militia of that city, with which by their charter, 
and conllant practice, the Lord Mayor had been al- 
ways intrulled, was now with a moll extravagant 
power to be committed to a number of fadlious per- 
lons of the city, part of whom confilled of men of no 
fortune, or reputation, refolved to petition both Houfes 
“ not to alter the original conflitution and right of 
“ their city and, to that purpofe, a petition was 

ligncd 
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ligncd by fome hundreds, and very probably would in 
few days have been fubfcribed by all, or moft of the 
fubftantial citizens of London. The Houfe had no- 
tice of this petition, which they called another con- 
fpiracy and plot againft the Parliament, and imme- 
diately employed a member of their own to procure a 
fight of it ; who, under a truft of redelivering it, got 
it into his hands, and brought it to the Houfe of 
Commons ; upon which, fome principal citizens, who 
had fubfcribed it, were examined, and committed to 
prifon ; and a diredfion given, that a charge and im- 
peachment fhould be prepared againft the Recorder of 
London, who, they heard, had been of council in the 
drawing up and preparing that petition, and, they 
knew, was oppoftte to their tumultuary proceedings. 
So when the chief gentlemen of Oxfordfhire heard, 
that a petition had been delivered to the Houfe of 
Commons in their name, and the name of that county, 
againft the eftablifhed government of the Church, and 
for the exercife of the militia, they afl'embled together 
to draw up a petition difavowing the former, and to 
defire, “ that the fettled laws might be obferved of 
which the Lord Say having notice, he procured the 
chief gentlemen to be fent for as delinquents, and fo 
fupprefled that addrefs : and this was the meafure of 
their juftice in many other particulars of the fame na- 
ture, receiving and cherifhing all mutinous and feditious 
petitions, and difcountenancing fuch as befought the 
continuance and vindication of the fo long celebrated 
and happy government in Church and State ; the prime 
leaders of that fadlion not blufhing, in public debates 
in the Houfe, to aver, “ that no man ought to peti- 
tion for the government eftablifhed by law, becaufe 
“ he had already his wifh ; but they that defired an 

“ alteration. 
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“ alteration, could not otherwife have their defires 
known ; and therefore were to be countenanced.” 

The committee, which prefented the declaration toxheylikc- 
the King at Newmarket, prefented likewife addi-^hficmg"' 
tional reafons, as they called them, for his Majefty’sJ'o^^ [“y, 
return, and continuance near the Parliament ; as a 
matter, in their apprehenfion, of fo great neceflity<'i'=Pi*f>‘‘*- 
and importance towards the prefervation of his perfon, 
and his kingdom : and they faid, 

“ They could not think they difeharged their du- 
“ ties in the fingle expreffion of their defire, unlefs 
“ they added fome further reafons to back it with. 

“ I. His Majefty’s abfence would caufe men to be- 
“ lieve, that it was out of defign to difeourage the 
“ undertakers, and hinder the other provifions for 
raifing money for defence of Ireland. 2. It would 
“ very much hearten the rebels there, and djfafFe( 51 :ed 
“ perfons in this kingdom, as being an evidence, and 
“ effedl of the jealoufy and divifion between his 
Majefty and his people. 3. That it would much 
“ weaken and withdraw the afFe<5tion of the fubjedl 
“ from his Majefty ; without which, a Prince is de- 
“ prived of his chiefeft ftrength and luftre, and left 
“ naked to the greateft dangers and miferies, that can 
“ be imagined. 4. That it would invite and cncou- 
“ rage the enemies of our religion and the ftate in 
** foreign parts, to the attempting, and ailing of their 
“ evil defigns and intentions towards us. 5. That it 
“ did caufe a great interruption in the proceedings of 
Parliament. Thofe confiderations, they faid, threat- 
ened fo great dangers to his perfon, and to all his 
“ dominions, that, as his great council, they held it 
“ neceffary to reprefent to him this their faithiul ad- 

“ vice. 
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vice, that fo, whatfoever fhould follow, they might 
“ be cxcufed before God and man.” 

Whilft that declaration was reading, his MajeRy 
exprcffed fome paffion upon particular exprelTions; 
and once, when that paflage was read, that takes no- 
tice “ of the tranfportation of Mr. Jermyn by his Ma- 
“ jefty’s own warrant, after he Jiad given his word, 
“ that lie had commanded that none of his I’ervants 
“ fhould depart from Court,” interrupted the Earl of 
Holland, who read it, and faid, “ that’s falfc ;” and 
when he was told, “ it related not to the date, but the 
“ execution of tlie warrant,” his Majefty faid, “ It 
“ might have been better expreffed then : it is a liigli 
iiisMajcf- ft tliJno- to tax a King with breach of promife.” But 

ty s anfwer ® ^ 

to both, after both the declaration and reafons were read, the 
. King, after a fhort paufe, faid to them, 

“ I am confident that you expecl not I fhould give 
“ you a fpeedy anfwer to this ftrange and unexpedled 
declaration ; and I am forry, in the diftradfion of 
“ this kingdom, you fhould think this way of addrefs 
to be more convenient, than that propounded by my 
“ meflagc of the twentieth of January laft, to both 
“ Houfes. As concerning the grounds of your fears 
and jcaloufies, I will take time to anfwer them par- 
“ ticularly ; and doubt not but I fliall do it to the fatif- 
“ fadlion of all the world. God, in his good time, will, 

I hope, difeover the fecrcts and bottoms of all plots 
“ and treafons; and then I fhall ftand right in the eyes 
of all my people. In the mean time I muft tell 
you, that I rather expelled a vindication for the im- 
“ putation laid upon me in Mr. Pym's fpecch, than 
“ that any more general rumours and difeourfes fliould 
“ get credit with you. For my fears and doubts, I 

“■ did 
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did not think they fliould have been thought fo 
“ trivdal and groundlefs, whilft lo many ledkious 
“ pamphlets, and lermons, are looked upon, and fo 
“ great tumults remembered, unpunilhed and unin- 
“ quired into. I kill confefs my fears, and call God 
“ to witnefs, that they are greater for tlic true Protef- 
“ tant profeffion, my people and laws, than for my 
“ own rights, or fafety ; though I muft tell you, I 
“ conceive none of thefe are free from danger. What 
would you have ? Have I violated your laws ? Ha^ c 
“ I denied to pafs any one bill for the cafe and fecu- 
rity of my fubjedls ? I do not alk you what you 
“ have done for me. Are my people tranfported with 
“ fears and apprehenfions ? 1 have offered as free and 
“ general a pardon as yourfelvcs can devife. There is 
“ a judgment from heaven upon this nation, if thefe 
'* difrraitions continue. God fo deal with me, and 
“ mine, as all my thoughts, and intentions, are up- 
“ right for the maintenance of the true Proteftant pro- 
“ felTion, and for the obfervation and prefervation of 
the laws of the land : and I hope God will blefs 
“ and alhlf thofe laws for my prefervation.” 

This being fuddenly, and with fome vehemence, 
fpoken by his Majefty, and he having taken further 
time to anfwer the declaration, and the reafons, the 
committee befought him, “ fince they were to carry 
“ back with them no other anfwer, that his Majefty 
“ would vouchfafe to give them what he had Ipoken 
“ in writing which, the next morning, he did : and 
then the Earl of Holland again defired him, “ that he 
“ would rcfide nearer his Parliament whereunto the 
King briefly anfwcred, “ I would you had given me 
“ caufe ; but I am fure this declaration is not the way to 
" it.” Then being afked by the Earl of Pembroke, whe- 
ther 
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ther the militia might not be granted, as was defined by 
the Parliament, for a time ? he anfwercd, “ By God, 
“ not for an hour. You have alked that of me in this, 
“ w'as never afked of a King, and with which I w'ill not 
“ truft my wife and children.” He told them, “ he 
“ could not have believed the Parliament would have 
“ fent him fuch a declaration, if he had not feen it 
“ brought by fuch perfons : and faid he was forry 
“ for the Parliament, but glad he had it ; for by that 
“ he doubted not to fatisfy his people. He faid they 
fpoke of ill councils ; but he was confident they 
“ had worfe information, than he had councils. He 
“ told them, the bufinefs of Ireland would never be 
“ done in the way they were in ; four hundted would 
“ ncA'er do that work; it muft be put into the hands of 
“ one : and, he faid, if he were trufied with it, he 
would pawn his head to end that work.” 

As foon as the committee returned, and reported 
what anfwer they had received, and in what difpofition 
and temper they found and left the King ; it was or- 
dered, that their declaration, w'hich they bad fent to 
Jiim, fhould be fpeedily printed, and carefully dif- 
perfed throughout the kingdom, that the people might 
fee upon what terms they flood ; and all other poffiblc 
courfes were taken to poifon the hearts and affeftions 
of the fubje^ls, and to fupprefs all thofe, who, in any 
degree, feemed to diflike their high proceedings. 
Above all, care was taken to place fuch preachers and 
lecSlurers in the moft populous towns and parifhes, as 
were well known to abhor the prefent government, 
and temperature of Church and State ; many of 
whom were recommended, and pofitively enjoined, 
and impofed upon parifhes, by the Houfe of Com- 
mons ; and others, by fuch factious members, whofe 

reputation 
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reputation was moft current: and all canonical Clergy- 
men, and orthodox Divines, were, with equal induftry, 
difcountenanced, imprifoned, or forced to a long at- 
tendance upon committees, or the Iloufc, (which was 
worfe than imprilbnment), under the notion and 
imputation of fcandalous minifters. Which charge 
and reproach reached all men, whofe inclinations they 
liked not, or whofe opinions they fufpeded. And 
that they might be fure to be as ftrong and abfolutc 
at fea, as at land, they appointed the Lord Admiral 
to fend the names of all thofe captains of fliips, who 
were to attend the fleet for that fummer fervice, to 
them, to the end they might have fuch men, in whom 
they might confide ; which his Lordfhip moft punc- 
tually obferved. By which they helped to free him 
of tliofe officers whom he could not plaufibly have 
difeharged ; and ftruck out the names of thofe, whofe 
atfedfions or relations they thought thcmfclves not fc- 
cure in. 

The King thought it now time, according to his The Km^? 
former refolution, which he had not communicated to 
many, to remove to York, which was a place of good 
reception, and conveniency, for thofe w'ho were willing 
to attend him ; and, to the end that there might be 
public notice of it, he lent ftom Huntington, when he 
was upon his journey, a mellage to both Houfes : 

“ That, being then in .lis remove to his city of York, 

“ where he intended to niak*^e his refidence for fome 
“ time, he thought hito^ej 'td that meflage to them, 

“ and very earneftly to deure them, that they would 
“ ufe all poflible induftry in expediting the buflnefs 

of Ireland ; in which they fliould find fo cheerful a 
“ concurrence from his Majefty, that no inconve- 
“ nience ffiould happen to that fervice by his abfence, 

VOL. I. p. 2. z z “ he 
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he having all that paffion for the reducing that 
“ kingdom, which he had expreffed in his former 
mcffages, and being, by words, unable to manifcft 
“ more afi’ertion to it, than he had endeavoured to do 
“ by thofe mefTages ; having likewife done all fuch 
“ a^'ls, as he had been moved unto by his Parliament. 
“ Therefore, if the misfortunes and calamities of his 
“ poor Proteftant fubjedls there Ihould grow upon 
“ them, (though he Ihould be deeply concerned in, 
“ and fenlible of their fufl'erings), he faid, he fhould 
“ walh his hands before the world from the leaft im- 
“ putation of dackncfs in that moll necellary and 
“ pious work. 

" And, that he might leave no way unattempted, 
“ which might beget a good underftanding between 
him and his Parliament, he faid, he thought it ne- 
“ cellary to tlcclare, that, as he had been fo tender of 
“ the privileges of Parliament, that he had been ready 
“ and forward to rctradl any adl of his own, whicli 
“ he had been informed had trenched upon their pri - 
“ vileges ; fo he expedled an equal tendernefs in them 
“ of his known prerogatives, which are the unquef- 
“ tionable privileges of the kingdom ; amongll which, 
“ he was allured, it was a fundamental one, that his 
“ fubjedls could not be obliged to obey any adl, or- 
“ der, or injundlion, to which he had not given his 
** confent. 

“ And, therefore, he thought it necelTary to pub- 
hill, that he expc<5lcd, and thereby required, obe- 
“ dicncc from all his loving I'ubjedts to the laws cfla- 
“ bliflied ; and that they prefumed not upon any pre- 
“ tence of order, or ordinance, to which his Majelly 
“ was no party, concerning tlie militia, or any other 
“ thing, to do, or execute what was not warrantable 

“ by 
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“ by thofe laws ; he being refolved to keep the laws 
“ himfelf, and to require obedience to tliem from all 
his fubjeefts. 

He once more recommended unto them the fub- 
“ ftance of his meflage of the twentieth of January 
“ laft ; that they would compofe, and digeft with all 
“ fpeed, fuch aefts as they Ihould think fit for the 
“ prefent, and future eftablilhmont of their privi- 
“ leges, the free and quiet enjoying their eftates and 
“ fortunes, the liberties of their perfons, the fecurity 
“ of the true religion then profefl'ed in the Church of 
“ England, the maintaining his regal and juft autlio- 
“ rity, and fettling his revenue ; he being moft defir- 
“ ous to take all fitting and juft way's, which might 
“ beget a happy underftanding between him and his 
“ Parliament, in which he conceived his greateft 
“ power and riches did confift.” 

I have not known both Houfes in more choler and Both 
rage, than upon the receiving this meflage, which votes con* 
came early to them on Wednefday the fixteenth of 
March. Now the day^ before had been fpent in pre- 
paring all tilings ready for the execution of the or- 
dinance of the militia; they had voted, and refolved, 

“ tliat it was not any way againft the oath of alle- 
“ giance, that all the commiifions to Lieutenants un- 
“ der the great feal were illegal and void ; and that 
“ whofoever fhould execute any power over the mili- 
‘‘ tia by colour of any commiflion of Lieutenancy, 

“ without confent of both Houfes of Parliament, 

“ fhould be accounted a difturber of the peace of the 
“ kingdom.” Then they agreed upon this propofi- 
tion, “ That the kingdom had been of late, and ftill 
“ was, in fo evident and imminent danger, both from 
“ enemies abroad, and a Popilh anti difeontented 

7 . 7 . 1 * ” party 
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“ party at home, that there was an urgent and in- 
“ evitable necellity of putting his Majefty’s fubjeds 
“ into a pofturc of defence, for the fafeguard both of 
“ the King and his people ; and that the Lords and 
“ Commons, apprehending that danger, and being 
“ fenlible of their own duty to provide a fuitable pre- 
vention, had, in feveral petitions, addreffed them- 
“ felves to his Majefty for the ordering and difpof- 
“ ing the militia of the kingdom in fuch a way, as 
“ was agreed upon, by the wifdom of both Iloufes, to 
“ be moft proper for the prefent exigence of the king- 
“ dom : yet they could not obtain it ; but his Ma- 
“ jelly did feveral times refufe to give his royal alien t 
“ thereunto.” Upon this propolition, they refolved, 
“ that in that cafe of extreme danger, and of his Ma- 
“ jelty’s refufal, the ordinance agreed on by both 
“ Houfes for the militia did oblige the people, and 
ought to be obeyed by the fundamental laws of the 
kingdom ; and that fuch perfons, as Ihould be no- 
“ minated Deputy Lieutenants, and approved of by 
“ both Houfes, fhould receive the commands of both 
Houfes, to take upon them to execute their offices.” 
All which refolutions were ordered, the fame night, to 
be printed and publifhed. So that, when the King’s 
meflage from Huntington was read the next morning, 
and feemed to be againft their votes of the day before, 
they concluded, “ that it could not be fent from the 
“ King, but that it had been inferred in blanks left 
“ in the town for fuch purpofes ;” and immediately 
made a committee, “ to find out by whom that mef- 
“ fage was framed.” But when they remembered, that 
they had voted as much a week before, and had ex- 
amined the gentlemen who brought it, and had re- 
ceived it from the King’s own hand, they proceeded 

no 
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fto further in that inquifition ; but fatisfied themfclvcs 
with a new vote, “ that thofe perfons, who advifed his 
“ Majefty to abfent himfelf from the Parliament, and 
“ thofe that advifed him to that mcHiige, were enemies 
“ to the peace of the kingdom, and juftly to be fuf- 
“ pedfed to be favourers of the rebellion in Ireland.” 

And for the matter itfelf they refolved to infill: upon 
their former votes ; and wirhal declared, “ that when 
“ the Lords and Commons in Parliament, which is 
“ the fupreme court of judicature in the kingdom, 

“ fhould declare what the law of the land is, to liave 
“ that not only queftioned and controverted, but con- 
“ tradi(fted, and a command that it fhould not be 
“ obeyed, was a high breach of the privilege of Par- 
“ liament.” 

And this likewifetheycaufed to be fpeedily printed ; 
left the King fliould be able to perfuade the fubje<fts, 
that an order of theirs, without his confent, was no 
law to compel their obedience. And from this laft 
refolution, by which the law of the land, and confe- 
quently the liberty of the fubjeeft, was refolved into a 
vote of tlic two Houfes, which palled without any 
difpute or helitation, all fober men difeerned the fatal 
period of both, and faw a foundation laid for all the 
anarchy and confulion that hath followed. 

It was now known, that the King was gone to York, Their order 
which made them apprehend their principality of Hull nuiu ^ 
might be in danger ; and therefore they immediately 
refolve, “ that no forces whatfoever fhall be admitted 
“ in that town, without tlie immediate confent of both 
“ Houfes which order was lent thither by an 
exprefs. And having prepared the people to be 
ready for the militia, by publilhing, “ that, in cafe ot 
“ extreme danger, they were to obey that ordinance;” 

z z 3 they 
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They were, in the next place, to find the danger to 
be extreme ; and, to that purpofe, they produced 
letters without any name, pretended to be written from 
Amfterdam, lignifying, that they had intelligence 
“ there, that there was an army ready in Denmark to 
“ be tranfported into England, and was to be landed 
“ at Hull ; w'hich, they faid, had been confirmed to 
“ them by a perfon of reputation, from Newmarket, 
“ who confirmed the intelligence of Denmark : and 

added, that there were likewife forces ready in France 
“ to be landed at Hull.” 

Of this, how grofs and ridiculous foever it appeared to 
wife men, they made a double ufe, (beiides the general 
impreflion in the people), the one to colour and counte- 
nance their orders to their governor there ; the other, to 
make the King’s relidence in thofe parts fufpedled and 
grievous, as if he came thither only to bring in foreign 
forces upon them. With thefe alarms of foreign forces, 
they mingled other intelligence of the Papifts in England, 
“ that they had a purpofe of making an infurredfion;” 
and therefore they proceeded in preparing a bill to 
fecure the perfons of thofe of the bell quality, and 
greateft interell, and enjoining the oath of fupremacy 
to be taken with great rigour ; and, amongft other 
llratagems they had to humble the Papifts, I remem- 
ber, upon an information that they ufed their Protef- 
tant tenants worfe in the railing their rents, than they 
did thofe of their own religion, there was an order, 
“ that they fhould not raife the rents of their tenants, 
“ above the rates that theProteftant landlords adjoining 
“ received from their tenants by virtue of which, in 
lome places, they undertook to determine what rents 
their tenants lliould pay to them. But, in this zeal 
againft the Papifts, they could not endure that the 
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King fliould have any fhare ; and therefore, wlien 
they found, that his Majefty had publifhed a procla- 
mation in his journey towards York, commanding 
“ all the judges and juftices of peace, and other ofh- 
“ cers, to put in due execution all the laws and fta- 
“ tutes of the kingdom, againft Popifh Recufants, 
“ without favour or connivance,” they prefently fent 
for the Sheriffs of London to the Houle of Commons, 
and examined them, “ why feven priefts, who were 
“ in Newgate, and had been long condemned, were 
“ not executed ?” the reafon whereof they well knew; 
and when the Sheriffs faid, “ that they had received 
‘‘ a reprieve for them under the King’s hand,” they 
publiflied that with great care in their prints, to take 
off the credit of the new proclamation ; and appointed 
their meffengers, whom they were then fending to the 
King with a new declaration, to move his Majefty, 
“ that he would take off his reprieve, and fuffer thole 
“ feven condemned priefts to be executed, according 
“ to the judgments they had received.” 

They proceeded now to provide all ncccffary means 
for the railing great fums of money, by the diligent 
collediion of what was granted by former atfls, and by 
a new bill for the raifing of four hundred thouland 
pounds for the payment of the great debts of the 
kingdom, (by which they meant the remainder of the 
three hundred thoufand pounds, they had bountifully 
given to their brethren of Scotland), and the lupport 
of the war of Ireland : all which monies were to be 
received, and difpofed as the two Houfes fhould di- 
reA ; of which though the King faw the danger, 
that might, and did after enfue thereupon, yet lie 
thought that probable inconvenience and milchief to 
be lels, than that, which the fcandal of denying any 

z z 4 thing. 
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thing, upon which, the recovery of Ireland feemed to 
depend, would inevitably bring upon him ; and fo 
ratified whatfoever they brought to him of that kind. 

Ther make A.mongfi: Other expedients for raifing of money for 

piopnfitu.ris ^ ^ ^ ^ 

loradun- tlic wat of Ireland, about this time, they made certain 

Irt'land. propofitions to encourage men to be adventurers in 
that traffic, thus ; they concluded “ that, in fo gene- 
“ ral a rebellion, very much land mufl: efcheat to the 
“ Crown by the forfeiture of treafon, and that, out of 
“ fuch forfeitures, fatisfaflion might be given to thofc, 
“ wlio fhould difburfe money towards the fuppreffion 
“ of the rebels ; fo many acres of land to be allowed 
“ for fo much money, according to the value of the 
“ lands in the feveral provinces, which was fpecified 
“ in the propofitions wdiich, having pafled both 
Houfes, were prefented to the King, who (it being 
about the beginning of February, when the breach of 
their privileges rung in all men’s ears) anfwcred, 
“ that as he had offered, and was flill ready to venture, 
“ his own perfon for the recovery of that kingdom, if 
“ his Parliament fhould advife him thereunto ; fo he 
“ would not deny to contribute any other alliftance 
“ lic could to that fervice, by parting with any profit 
‘‘ or advantage of his own there ; and therefore, rcly- 

rn- Kmr o upon tlic wifdoiu of lus Parliament, he did con- 

con'.ci.’, to _ . 1 • • . 

tiKii.. “ lent to every propolition, now made to him, with- 
“ out taking time to confider and examine, whether 
“■ that courfe might not retard the reducing that king- 
“ dom, by exafperating the rebels, and rendering them 
“ defperate of being received into grace, if they fhoidd 
“ return to their obedience. And, he faid, he would 
‘‘ be ready to give his royal affent to fuch bills, as 
ihoiild be tendered to him by his Parliament for the 
“ confirmation of thofe propofitions.” 


Which 
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Which anfwer, together with their propofitions, 
they caufed forthwith to be printed ; made their com- 
mittees, in all places, to folicit fubferiptions, and to 
receive the monies, the principal and moft aftive per- 
fons fubferibing firR, for the example of others ; and 
delayed the framing and prefenting the bill to the 
King, till they had received great fums of money, and 
procured very many perfons of all conditions to fub- 
feribe, many coming in out of pure covetoufnefs to 
raife great fortunes ; five hundred acres of land being 
affigned for one hundred pound in fome counties, and 
not much under that proportion in others ; fome out 
of pure fear, and to win credit with the powerful 
party, which made this new proje£t a meafure of 
men’s afFetftions, and a trial how far they might be 
trufted, and relied on. 

Then they fent thofe propolttions digefted into a 
bill to the King, with fuch claufes of power to them, 
and diminution of liis own, that, upon the matter, he 
put the making a peace with the rebels there out of 
liis power, though upon the moft advantageous terms; 
which he was likewife neceffitated to pafs. ti>c King 

. pafles d bill 

But notwithftanding all thele preparations on this to that pm- 
fide the fea, the relief and provifion was very llowly 
fupplied to the other fide ; where the rebels ftill in- 
creafed in ftrength, and by the fame of thefe propoli- 
tions enlarged their power, very many perfons of ho- 
nour and fortune, who till then had late ftill, and 
either were, or feemed to be, averfe to the rebellion, 
joining with them, as being defperate, and conceiving 
the utter fuppreffing their religion, and the very ex- 
tirpation of their nation, to be decreed againft them. 

And, without doubt, the great reformers here were 
willing enough to drive them to any extremity, both 

out 
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out of revenge and contempt, as a people eafy to be 
rooted out, and that the war might be kept up ftill ; 
lince they feared an union in that kingdom might 
much prejudice their defigns in this, both as it might 
fupply the King with power, and take away much of 
theirs ; whereas now they had opportunity, with refe- 
rence to Ireland, to raife both men and money, which 
they might be able to employ upon more prefling oc- 
cafions, as they will be found afterwards to have done. 
Neither was it out of their expe(fl:ation and view, that, 
by the King’s confenting to that fevere decree, he 
might very probably difeourage his Catholic fubjedts, 
in his other dominions, from any extraordinary ads of 
dutv and affection : at leaft, that it would render him 
lefs conlidered by molt Catholic Princes. And they 
knew well what ufe to make of any diminution of his 
intereft or reputation. Thefe matters thus fettled, for 
the eafe of the two Houfes, who were now like to 
have much to do, tliey appointed the whole bufinefs 
of Ireland to be managed by commiflion under the 
great feal of England, by four Lords, and eight Com- 
moners, whom they recommended to the King, and 
who were always to receive inlfrudions from them- 
feh 'es. And in this Bate and difpofition were the af- 
fairs of Ireland, when the King w'ent to York, where 
let us now refort to him. 


THE END OF THE FOURTH BOOK. 
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Isaiah Ili. 12. 

jis for my people^ children arc their opprefforSy and zvomen rule 
over them : 0 my people, they which lead thee cauje thee io 
err, and dcjlroy the zuay of thy paths » 


As foon as the King came to York, which was 
about the end of the year 1641, and found his recep- 
tion there to be equal to his expedlation, the gentry, 
and men of ability of that great and populous county, 
(fome very few excepted), expreffing great alacrity for 
his Majefty’s being with them, and no lefs fenfe of 
the infolent proceedings of the Parliament ; there- 
upon, he refolved to treat with the two Ploufes in an- 
other manner than he had done, and to let them clear- 
ly know, ‘‘ that as he would deny them nothing that 
“ \^&s fit for them to alk, fo he would yield to nothing 
that was unreafonable for him to grant ; and that 
“ he would have nothing extorted from him, that he 
“ was not very well inclined to confent to.” So, 
within few days after his coming thither, he fent them 
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a Declaration (which he caufed to be printed, and, in 
the frontifpiece, recommended to the confideration of 
all his loving fubjedls) in anfwcr to that prefented to 
him at Newmarket fome clays before : he told them, 
Hi<i Majef- “ That, though that Declaration, prefented to him 
lation from “ at Newmarket from both Iloufes of Parliament, 
M^arch 9, “ was of fo ftrangc a nature, in refpe^f of what he ex- 
“ pc6led, (after fo many afts of grace and favour to 
“ his people), and fome expreilions in it fo different 
“ from the ufual language to princes, that he might 
“ well take a very long time to conlider it ; yet the 
“ clearnefs and uprightnefs of his confcience to God, 
“ and love to his fubjedls, had fupplied him with a 
“ fpeedy anfwer ; and his unalterable affedlion to his 
“ people prevailed with him to fupprefs that paflion, 
•“ which might well enough become him upon fuch 
“ invitation. Jle faid, he had reconlidered his an- 
fwer of the firff of that month at Theobalds, which 
“ was urged to have given juft caufe of forrow to his 
“ fubjeefts : but, he faid, whoever looked over that 
“ meflage, (which was in eff’edl to tell him, that if he 
“ would not join with them in an aft, which he con- 
“ ceived might prove prejudicial and dangerous to 
“ him, and the whole kingdom, they w'ould make a 
“ law w'itliout him, and impofc it upon his people), 
“ would not think that hidden anfwer could be ex- 


cepted to. He faid, he had little encouragement 
“ to replies of that nature, when he was told of how 
“ little v'alue his words were like to be with them, 
“ though they came accompanied with all the aftions 
“ of love and juftice, (where there was room for ac- 
“ tions to accompany them) ; yet he could not but 
difavow the having any fuch evil counfel, or coun- 
“ fellors about him, to his knowledge, as were men- 

“ tioned 
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“ tloiied by them ; and, if any fuch fliould be difeo- 
“ vered, he would leave them to the cenfure and 
“ judgment of his Parliament. In the mean time he 
“ could wiflr, that his own immediate adlions, which 
he did avow, and his own honour, might not be fo 
“ roughly cenfured and wounded, under that common 
“ fVylc of evil counfellors. For his faithful and zeal- 
“ ous affedfion to the true Proteftant profeffion, and 
“ his refolution to concur with his Parliament in any 
“ pollible courfe for the propagation of it, and the, 
“ fuppreffion of Popery, he faid he could fay no more 
“ than he had already exprelled in his Declaration to 
“ all his loving fubjedls, publifhed in January laft, by 
“ rhe advice of his Privy Council ; in which he en- 
“ deavoured to make as lively a confelTion of himfclf 
‘‘ in that point as he was able, being moft allured, 
“ that the conftant pradlice of his life had been an- 
fwerable thereunto : and therefore, he did rather 
expedl a teftimony, and acknowledgment of fuch 
*' his zeal and piety, than thofe expreffions he met 
“ with in that Declaration of any dclign of altering 
“ religion in this kingdom. And he faid, he did, out 
of the innocency of his foul, wifli, that the judg- 
“ ments of Heaven might be manifefted upon thofe, 
“ who have or had any fuch defign. 

“ As for the Scots’ troubles, he told them, he had 
thought, that thofe unhappy differences had been 
“ wrapped up in perpetual filcnce by the Adi of Obli- 
“ vion ; which, being folemnly palled in the Parlia- 
“ ments of both kingdoms, IJojped his own mouth 
“ from any other reply, than to fhew his great dillike 
“ for , reviving the memory thereof. He faid, if the 
“ rebellion in Ireland, fo odious to all Chriftians, 
“ feemed to have been framed and maintained in 

“ England, 
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“ England, or to have any countenance from hence, 
“ he conjured both his Houfes of Parliament, and all 
“ his loving fubjedts whatfoever, to ufe all poflible 
“ means to difcover and find fuch out, that he might 
“ join in the moft exemplary vengeance upon them, 
“ that could be imagined. But, he told them, he muft 
“ think himfelf highly and caufelefsly injured in liis 
“ reputation, if any declaration, adlion, or exprelfion 
of the Irifh rebels ; any letters from the Count Ro- 
“ zetti to the Papifts, for falling and praying; or from 
Triftram Whetcomb, of ftrange fpeeches uttered in 
Ireland, Ihould beget any jealoufy or mifapprehen- 
fion in his fubjedls of his juftice, piety, and aftec- 
“ tion ; it being evident to all underftandings, that 
“ thofe mifchievous and wicked rebels are not fo ca- 
pable of great advantage, as by having their fall'e 
“ difcourfes fo far believed, as to raife fears and jea- 
“ loufies to the diftradlion of this kingdom ; the only 
way to their fecurity. He faid, he could not exprefs 
“ a deeper fenfe of the fufFerings of his poor Protef- 
“ tant fubjedls in that kingdom, than he liad done in 
“ his often mefiages to both Houfes ; by wliich he 
“ had offered, and was ftill ready, to venture liis royal 
“ perfon for their redemption ; well knowing, that as 
“ he was, in his own interefts, more concerned in them ; 
“ fo he was to make a ftrift account to Almighty 
“ God for any negledt of his duty, or their preferva- 
“ tion. 

“ For the manifold attempts to provoke his late 
“ army, and the arn||r tf the Scots, and to raife a fac- 
“ tion in the city of London, and other parts of the 
“ kingdom, if it were faid as relating to him, he could 
“ not without great indignation fuffer himfelf to be 
“ reproachcii to have intended the leaft force, or 

“ threat- 
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threatening to his Parliament ; as the being privy 
“ to the bringing up the army would imply. Where- 
“ as, he called God to witncfs, he never had any fuch 
“ thought, nor knew of any fuch refolution concern- 
“ ing his late army. P^or the petition fhewed to him 
“ by Captain Leg, he faid, he well reipembered the 
“ fame, and the occafion of tliat conference. Cap- 
“ tain Leg being lately come out of the Nortli, and 
“ repairing to him at Whiteiiall, his Majcfty afked 
“ him of the ftatc of his army ; and, after fomc rcla- 
“ tion of it, he told his Majelly, tliat the commanders 
“ and officers of the army had a mind to petition the 
“ Parliament, as others of his people had done, and 
“ ihevved him the copy of a petition ; which he read, 
“ and tiiiding it to be verv humble, deliring the Par- 
“ liament might receive no interruption in the re- 
“ formation of Church and State, to the model of 
Queen Elizabeth’s days, his Majefty told him, that 
“■ he favv no harm in it ; whereupon Captain Leg re- 
“ plied, that he believed all the officers of the army 
“ would like it; only, he thought. Sir Jacob Alhly 
“ would be unwilling to lign it, out of fear that it. 

would difpleafe him. His Majefty then read the 
“ petition over again ; and obferving nothing in mat- 
“ ter or form he conceived could poffibly give jud 
“ caufe of offence, he delivered it to him again, bid- 
“ ding him give it to Sir Jacob Afhly, for wdiofe la- 
“ tisfadfion he writ C. R. upon it, to teftify his ap- 
“ probation ; and he wiffied that the petition might 
be feen and publiffied, and then he believed it 
** would appear no dangerous one, nor a juft ground 
“ for the leaft jealoufy or mifapprehenfion. 

“ For Mr. Jermyn, he lllid, it was well knowm that 
“ he was gone from Whitehall, before he received 

“ the 
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“ the deftre of both Houfes for the reftraint of his 
“fervants; neither returned he thither, or palled 
“ over by any warrant gra.nted by him after that time. 
“For the breach of privilege iri the accufation of the 
Lord Kimbolton, and the five members of the 
“ Houfe of Commons, he told them, he thought, he 
“ had given fo ample fatjsfadlion in his feveral raef- 
fages to that purpofe, that it Ihould have been no 
“ more prelTed againft him ; being confident, if the 
“ breach of privilege had been greater than ever had 
“ been before offered, his acknowledgment and re- 
“ tradlation had been greater than ever King had 
given : befides the not examining how many of his 
“ privileges had been invaded in defence and vipdica- 
“ tion of the other. And, therefore, he hoped his 
“ true and earneft prQtcftation in his anfwer to tliejr 
“ order concerning the militia, would fo far have fa- 
“ tisfied them of his intentions then, that they would 
“ no more have entertained any imagination of any 
“ other delign, than he there exprelfed. But why 
“ the lifting fo many officers, and entertaining them 
“ at, Whitehall, Ihould be mifeonftrued, he faid, he 
much marvelled, when it was notorioully known the 
“ tumults at Weftminfter were fo great, and their de- 
“ meanour fo fcandalous and feditious, that he had 
“ good caufe to fuppofe his own perfon, and thofe of 
“ his wife and children, to be in apparent 'danger ; 

and therefore he had great reafon to appoint. a guard 
“ about him, and to accept the dutiful tender of the 
“ fervices of any of his loving fubjedfs, which was all 
“ he did to the gentlemen of the Inns of Court. 

“ For the Lord Digby, he aflured them in the 
“ word of a King, that he*had his warrant to pafs the 
“ feas, and liad left his court, before ever he heard of 

“ the 
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“ tlie vote of the Houfe of Commons, or had any 
caufe to imagine that his abfence would have been 
“ excepted againff. What their advertifements were 
from Rome, Venice, Paris, and other parts, or what 
“ tlie Pope’s nuncio folicits the Kings of Prance and 
“ Spain to do, or from’ what perfons fuch informa- 
“ tions come to them, or how the credit and reputa- 
“ tion of fuch perfons had been lifted and examined, 
“ he laid, he knew not ; but was confident no fober 
“ honeft man in his kingdoms could believe, that he 
“ was fo defperate, or fo fenfelefs, to entertain fuch 
defigns, as would not only bury this his kingdom in 
“ fudden diftradfion and ruin, but his own name and 
“ portcrity in perpetual fcorn and infamy. And 
“ tlrerefore, he faid, he could have wiflied in matters 
“ of fo high and tender a nature, wliercwith the 
“ minds of his good fubjedfs mull: needs be Itartled, 
“ all the exprellions had been fo plain and cafy, that 
“ nothing might flick with them that relletflcd upon 
“ his Majefty ; lince they thought fit to publilh it 
“ at all. 

“ And having nov; dealt thus plainly and freely 
with them, by w'ay of anfwer to the particular 
“ grounds of their fears, he faid, he hoped, upon a 
due confideration and weighing of both together, 
“ they would not find the grounds to be of that mo- 
“ ment to beget, or longer to continue, a mifunder- 
Handing between them ; or force them to apply 
“ themfelves to the ufe of any other power, than what 
“ the law had given them : the which he always in- 
“ tended fhould be the meafuro of his own power, 
“ and expelled it fhould be the rule of his fubje(Hs’ 
“ obedience. 

“ Concerning his own fears and jealoulies, as he 
VOL. I. p. 3. 3 A “ had 
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“ had no intention of accufing them, fo he faid, he 
“ was furc no words fpoken by him on the fudden at 
“ Theobalds would bear that interpretation. He liad 
“ faid, for his relidence near them, he wiflied it might 
“ be fo fafe and honourable, that he had no caufe to 
“ abfent himfelf from Whitehall ; and how that could 
“ be a breach of privilege of Parliament he could not 
“ underrtand. He faid, he had explained his mean- 
“ ing in his anfwer at Newmarket, at the prefentation 
“ of that declaration, concerning the printed feditious 
“ pamphlets, and fermons, and the great tumults at 
“ Wefiminfter ; and he faid, he muft appeal to them, 
“ and all the world, whether he might not juftly fup- 
pofe himfelf in danger of either. And if he were 
“ nowf at Whiteliall, he afked them, what fecurity lie 
“ liad, that the like fliould not be again ? cfpecially 
“• if any delinquents of that nature had been appre- 
“ hended by the minifters of juftice, and had been 
“ refeued by the people, and fo as yet had efcaped 
“ unpunifhed. He told them, if they had not yet 
“ been informed of the feditious words ufed in, and 
“ the circumftanccs of thofe tumults, and would ap- 
“ point fomc way for the examination of them, lie 
“ would require fome of his learned council to attend 
“ with fuch evidence as might fatisfy them ; and till 
“ that were done, or fome other courfe fhould be 
“• taken for his fecurity, he faid, they could not with 
rcafon wonder, that he intended not to be, where 
“ he moft defired to be. 

He afked them, whether there could yet want 
“ evidence of his hearty and importunate defire to 
join with his Parliament, and all his faithful fub- 
“ jedts, in defence of the religion, and public good of 
“ the kingdom ? Whether he had given them no 

other 
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other earneft but words, to fecure them of thofe do- 
“ fires ? He told them the very remonftrancc of the 
“ Iloufe of Commons (publilhed in November laffj 
“ of the ffate of the kingdom allowed him a more 
“ real teftimony of his good afl'ehlions, than words; 
“ that remonftrance valued his acls of grace and iuf- 
tice at fo high a rate, that it declared the kingdom 
“ to be then a gainer, though it had charged itfelf, by 
“ bills of fublidies and j)oll-moncy, with the levy 
“ of fix hundred thoufand j)ounds, befides the con- 
“ trahfing a debt of two hundred and twenty thou- 
“ fand pounds more to his fuljjcdfs of Scotland. He 
“ afked them, whether the bills for the triennial Par- 
“ liament, for relinquilhing his title of impofuig upon 
“ merchandize, and power of prefling of foldiers, i'ur 
“ the taking away the Star-Chamber and High-Com- 
“ mifTion Courts, for the regulating the Council 
Table, were but words ? wliethcr the bills for the 
“ Forefts, the Stannary Courts, the Clerk of the 
“ Market, and the taking away the votes of Bifhops 
“ out of the Lords’ Houle, were hut words ? Laffly, 
“ what greater earneft of his truft, and reliance on his 
“ Parliament, could he give, than the palling the bill 
“ for the continuance of this prefent Parliaitient ? 
“ The length of which, he laid, he hoped, would 
“ never alter the nature of Parliaments, and the con- 
“ fritution of this kingdom ; or invite his fubjefts fo 
“ much to abufe his confidence, as to efteem any 
“ thing fit for this Parliament to do, which were not 
“ fit, if it were in his power to diflblve it to-morrow. 
“ And after all thefe, and many other adfs of grace 
“ on his part, that he might be fure of a jx'rfcct re- 
“ conciliation between him and all his fubjehfs, he 
“ had offered, and was frill ready to grant, a free and 

“ general 
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“ general pardon, as ample as themfelvcs fliould think 
“ fit. Now if thofe were not real exprcffions of the 
“ afFccffions of Ids foul for the public good of this 
“ kingdom, he faid, he muff confefs that he wanted 
“ fkill to manifeft them. 

“To conclude; although he thought his anlwer 
“ already full to that point concerning his return to 
“ London, he told them, that he was willing to dc- 
“ dare, that he looked upon it as a matter of fo great 
“ weight, as with reference to tlie aflairs of this king- 
“ dom, and to his own inclinations and dclires, that 
“ if all he coidd lay, or do, could raife a mutual 
“ confidence, (the only way, with God's blcfling, to 
“ make them all happy), and, by their encourage- 
“ ment, the laws of the land, and the government of 
“ the city of London, might recover fome life for the 
fecurity ; he would overtake tlieir defires, and be as 
“ foon with them, as they could wifh. And, in the 
“ mean time, he would be fure that neither the bufi- 
“ nefs of Ireland, nor any other advantage for this 
“ kingdom, Ihould fuffer through his default, or by 
“ his abfence; he being fo far from repenting the ads 
“ of his jufticc and grace, which he had already per- 
“ formed to his people, that, he faid, he fliould, with 
“ tlie fame alacrity, be ftill ready to add fuch new 
“ ones, as might bett advance the peace, lionour, and 
“ profperity of this nation.” 

They who now read this declaration, and remember 
only the infolent and undutiful exprcffions in that de- 
claration, to which this w'as an anfwer, and the more 
infolent and feditious adions, which preceded, ac- 
companied, and attended it, may think that the flyle 
was not anfwerable to the provocation, nor princely 
enough for fuch a conieft ; and may believe, that if 

his 
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his Majefty had then exprcffed hlmfclf with more in- 
dignation for what he had fuffered, and more refolu- 
tion, “ that he would no more endure thofe luHlr- 
“ ings,” they who were not yet grown to the hardi- 
nefs of avowing the contempt of the King (and moR 
of them having dcligns to be great with and by 
him, whom they provoked) would fooner have been 
checked, and recovered their loyalty and obedience. 
But they again, who confider and remember tliat junc- 
ture of time, the incredible difadvantage his Majertv 
luflered by the mifunderlfanding of liis going to tlie 
lloufe of Commons, and by the popular miilake of 
privilege of Parliament, and confequcntly of the breach 
of thofe privileges ; and, on the contrary, the great 
Jieight and reputation the faAious party had arrived 
to, the ftratagems they ufed, and the infufions they 
made into the people, “ of the King’s dilinclination 
“ to the laws of the land and efpecially, “ tliat he 
“ had confented to all thofe excellent laws made this 
“ Parliament (of which the people were poU'eHed.) 
“ very unwillingly, and meant to avoid them ; that 
“ the Queen had an irreconcileable hatred to the reli- 
“ gion profell'ed, and to the whole nation, and that 
“ lier power was unqueftionablc : that there was a 
“ delign to fend the Prince beyond the fcas, and to 
“ marry him to fome Papift above all, (which the 
principal of them, with wonderful confidence, in all 
places avowed to be true), “ that tlie rebellion in 
“ Ireland was fomented, and countenanced at leaft, 
“ by the Queen, that good terms might be got for 
*• the Catholics in England I fay, whoever remem- 
bers all this, and, that though it might be prefumed, 
that the exorbitancy of the Parliament might be very 
offenfive to fome fober and difeerning men, yet his 
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Majelly had no rcafon to prefume of their eminent 
and vehement zeal on his behalf, lince he faw all 
thofe (fome few only excepted) from whom he might 
cliallcnge the duty, and faith of fervants ufque ad aras, 
and for whofe hike he had undergone many difficul- 
ties, either totally aliened from his fervice, and en- 
gaged againft him, or, like men in a trance, unappli- 
cable to it : he will, I fay, conclude that it concerned 
his Majelfy, by all gentlencfs and condefeenfion, to 
undeceive and recover men to their fobriety and un- 
derlfanding, before he could hope to make them ap- 
prchenlive of their own duty, or the reverence that 
was due to him ; and therefore, that he was to de- 
Icend to all pollible arts, and means to that purpofc, 
it being very evident, that men would no fooner dif- 
cern his princely jufticc and clemency, than they mull 
be fenlible of the indignities which were offered to 
him, and incenfed againft thofe who were the au- 
thors of them. 

And the truth is, (which I fpeak knowingly), at that 
time, the King's refolution was to flicker himfelf 
wholly under the law ; to grant any thing, that by the 
law he was obliged to grant ; and to deny what by 
the law was in his own power, and which he found in- 
convenient to confent to ; and to oppofe and punifh 
any extravagant attempt by the force and power of 
the law, prefuming that the King and the law together 
would have been ftrong enough for any encounter 
that could happen ; and that the law was fo fenlible 
a thing, tliat the people w'ould ealily perceive who en- 
deavoured to preferve, and who to fupprefs it, and 
difpofe themfelves accordingly. 

The day before this anfwer of his Majefty came to 
the members then fitting at Weftminfter, though 

they 
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they knew they fhould fpeedily receive it, left fome- 
what in it might anfwcr, and lb prevent fomc other 
fcandals they had a mind to lay to his Majelty’s 
charge, they fent a petition to him, in the name of 
the Lords and Commons, upon occalion of the Ihort 
curfory fpecch he made to their committee, (which 
is before mentioned), at the delivery of their declara- 
tion at Newmarket, in which they told him, 

“ That the Lords and Commons in Parliament p"‘- 

. . , tion ot the 

“ could not conceive, that that declaration, which lie Lotdi and 
“ received from them at Newmarket, was fuch as did prdci.tl-Vto 
“ deferve tliat cenfure his Majefty was pleafed to lay atVorkf 
“ upon them in that fpeech, which his Majefty made 
“ to their committee ; their addrefs therein, being ac- 
“ companied with plainnefs, humility, and faithful- 
“ nefs, they thought more proper for the removing 
“ the diftrabtion of the kingdom, than if they had 
“ then proceeded according to his meffage of the 
“ twentieth of January ; by wdiich he was pleafed to 
“ delire, that they would declare, what they intended 
“ to do for his Majefty, and what they expebfed to be 
“ done for themfelves ; in both w'hich, they faid,they 
“ had been very much hindered by his Majefty’s de- 
“ nial to fecure them, and the whole kingdom, by 
“ dilpoling the militia as they had divers times molt 
“ liumbly petitioned. And yet, they faid, they had not 
“ been altogether negligent of either, having lately 
“ made good proceedings in preparing a book of rates, 

“ to be pafied in a bill of tonnage and poundage, and 
“ likewife the moft material heads of thole humble de- 
“ fires, which they intended to make to his Majefty for 
“ the good and contentment of his Majefty and his peo- 
“ pie ; but none of thofe could be perfected before 
“ the kingdom be put in fafety, by fettling the militia : 

3 A 4 “ and 



728 


THE HISTORY 


Book V. 


“ and until his Majefty fhould be plcafed to concur 
“ with his Parliament in thofe neceflary things, they 
“ held it impoflible for his Majefty to give the worlds 
“ or his people, fuch fatisfadlion concerning the fears 
“ and jealoulies, which they liad expreft'ed, as they 
“ hoped his Majefty had already received touching 
“ that exception, which he was pleafed to take to Mr. 
“ Pym's fpeech. As for his Majefty ’s fears and 
“ doubts, the ground whereof was from feditious pam- 
“ phlcts and lermons, they faid, they fliould be as 
“ careful to endeavour the removal of them, as foon 
“ as tliey Ihould underftand what pamphlets and fer- 
“ mons were by his Majefty intended, as they had 
been to prevent all dangerous tumults. And if any 
“ extraordinary concourfe of people out of the city to 
“ Weftminfter had the face and fhew of tumult and 
“ danger, in his Majefty’s apprehenfion, it Would ap- 
*• pear to be caufed by his Majefty’s denial of fuch 
a guard to his Parliament, as they might have caufe 
“ to confide in ; and by taking into Whitehall fuch a 
“ guard for himfelf, as gave juft caufe of jealoufy to the 
Parliament, and of terror and offence to his people. 
“ They told him, they fought nothing but his Ma- 
“ jefty’s honour, and the peace and profperity of his 
“ kingdoms ; and that they were heartily forry they 
“ had fuch plentiful matter for an anfwer to that 
“ queftion, whether his Majefty had violated theiy 
“ laws ? Tliey befought his Majefty to remember, 
“ that the government of this kingdom, as it was, in a 
“ great part, managed by his minifters before the be- 
“ ginning of this Parliament, confifted of many con- 
“ tinued and multiplied adfs of violation of laws ; the 
“ wounds whereof w'ere fcarcely healed, when the ex- 
tremity of all thofe violations was far exceeded by 

“ the 



OF THE REBELLION, See. 


729 


** the late ftrange and unheard of breach of their 
“ laws in the accufation of the Lord Kimbolton, and 
“ the five members of the Commons Houfe, and in 
“ the proceedings thereupon ; for which they had yet 
“ received no full fatisfa(ftion. 

“ To his Majefty’s next queftion, whether he had 
“ denied any bill for the cafe and fecurity of his fub- 
“ jcfls ? they wilhed they could ftop in the midft 
“ of tlieir anfwer ; that with much thankfulnefs they 
“ acknowledged, that his Majefty liad pafled many 
“ good bills full of contentment and advantage to his 
“ people : but truth and neceffity enforced them to 
“ add this, that, even in or about the time of palling 
“ thofe bills, fome defign or other had been on foot, 
which, if it had taken efteclj would not only have 
“ deprived them of the fruit of thofe bills, but have 
“ reduced them to a worfe condition of confufion, 
than that wherein the Parliament found them. 

And if his Majefty had alkcd them the third 
“ queftion intimated in that fpeech, what they had 
“ done for him ? they told him, their anfwer would 
“ have been much more eafy ; that they had paid two 
“ armies with which the kingdom w'as burthened the 
“ laft year, and had undergone the charge of the war 
“ in Ireland at this time, when, through many other 
“ exceflivc charges and preflures, his fubjeefts had 
“ been exhaufted, and the ftock of the kingdom very 
“ much diminiftied ; which great mifehiefs, and the 
“ charges thereupon enfuing, had been occafioned by 
“ the evil counfels fo powerful with his Majefty, 
“ whicli had and would coft this kingdom more than 
“ two millions j all which, in juftice, ought to have 
“ been borne by his Majefty. 

“ As for that free and general pardon his Majefty 

“ had 
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“ had been pleafed to offer, they faid, it could be no 
“ fecurity to their fears and jealoulies, for which his 
“ Majefty feemcd to propound it j becaufe they arofe 
“ not from any guilt of their own adfions, but from 
“ the evil defigns and attempts of others. 

“ To that their humble anfwer to that fpeech, they 
delired to add an information, which they had 
“ lately received from the Deputy Governor of the 
“ Merchant Adventurers at Rotterdam in Molland, that 
“ an unknown perfon, appertaining to the Lord Dig- 
“ by, did lately folicit one James Hcnly, a mariner, to 
“ go to Elfinore, and to take charge of a fhip in the 
“ fleet of the King of Denmark, there prepared ; 
** which he fhould condudl: to Hull. In which fleet 
likewife, he faid, a great army was to be tranfported : 
“ and although they were not apt to give credit to in- 
“ formations of that nature, yet they could not alto- 
“ gether think it fit to be negleAed ; but that it 
“ might juftly add fomewhat to the weight of their fears 
“ and jealoufles, confidering with what circumftances 
“ it was accompanied ; with the Lord Digby’s preceding 
expreflions in his letter to her Majefty, and Sir Lewis 
Dives ; and his Majerty’s fucceeding courfe of with- 
“ drawing himielf northward from his Parliament, in 
“ a manner very fuitable and correfpondent to that 
“ evil counfel ; which, they doubted, would make 
“ much deeper impreflion in the generality of his pco- 
“ pie : and therefore they moft humbly advifed, and 
“ belbught his Majefty, for the procuring and fettling 
“ the confidence of his Parliament and all his fubjedls, 
“ and for the other important reafons concerning the 
recovery of Ireland, and fecuring this kingdom, which 
“ had been formerly prefented to him, he would be 
“ gracioLifly pleafed, with all convenient fpeed, to re- 
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“ turn to thofe ports, and to clofe with the counfel and 
“ defire of his Parliartient ; where he fhould find their 
“ dutiful affections and endeavours ready to attend 
“ his Majefty with fuch entertainment, as fhould not 
only give him juft caufe of fecurity in their faith- 
‘‘ fulnefs, but other manifold evidences of their ear- 
‘‘ neft intentions, an^ endeavours to advance his Ma- 
“ jefty’s fervice, lionour, and contentment ; and to 
“ eftablifir it upon the hire foundation of the peace 
‘‘ and profperity of all his kingdoms.” 

This, which they called a petition, being prefented 
to the King, liis Majefty immediately returned, by the 
fame mefiengers, his anfwer in thefe words : 

“ If you would have had the patience to have ex-Thp 
“ peeled our anfwer to your laft declaration, (which, 

“ confidcring the nature of it, hath not been long in 
“ coming), we believe, you would have faved your- 
“ felvcs the labour of faying much of tJiis nieflage. 

“ And w'e could wifh, that our privileges on all parts 
were fo ftated, that this way of correfpondency 
“ might be preferved with that freedom, wdiich hath 
“ been ufed of old. For we muft tell you, that if you 
“ may afk any thing of us by meflage, or petition, 

“ and in what language (how unufual foever) you 
“ think fit ; and we muft neither deny the thing you 
“ alk, nor give a reafon why we cannot grant it, 

“ without being taxed of breaking your privileges, or 
“ being counfelled by thole, who are enemies to the 
“ peace of the kingdom, and favourers of the Irifh 
“ rebellion, (for we have feen your printed votes upon 
our meflage from Huntington), you will reduce all 
“ our anfwers hereafter into a very little room ; in 
“ plain Englifh, it is to take away the freedom of our 
“ vote ; which, were we but a fubjedl, were high in- 

“ juftice ; 
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*' juftice ; but being your Pving, we leave all the 
world to judge what it is. 

“ Is this the way to compofe all mifunderllandings ? 
“ We thought we fhewed you one, by our mellage of 
“ the twentieth of January ; if you have a better or 
“ readier, we fhall willingly hearken to it, for hither- 
to you have fhewed us none, ^ut why the refufal 
“ to confent to your order, which you call a denial of 
“ the militia, fhould be any interruption to it, wc 
“ cannot underftand. For the militia, which we al- 
“ ways thought neceffary to be fettled, we never dc- 
“ nied t!:e thing (as we told you in our anfwer of the 
“ twenty-ciglitli of January) to the petition of the 
“ Houle of Commons : for we accepted the perfons, 
“ except for corporations ; we only denied the way. 
“ You aik it by way of ordinance, and with fuch a 
preface, as we can neither witli juftice to our ho- 
“ nour or innocency confent to. You exclude us 
“ from any power in the difpolition or execution of it 
“ together with you, and for a time utterly unlimited. 
“ We tell you, we would have tlie thing done ; allow' 
“ the perfons, wdth that exception ; delire a bill, the 
“ only good old way of impoftng on our fubjedls : wc 
“ are extremely unfatisfied what an ordinance is, but 
“ well fatisfied, that without our confent it is nothing, 
“ nor binding : and it is evident by the long time 
' “ fpent in this argument, the neceflity and danger was 

“ not fo imminent, but a bill might have been pre- 
“ pared ; which if it fliall yet be done, with that due 
“ regard to us, and care of our people, in the limita- 
“ tion of the power and other circumftances, we fhall 
“ recede from nothing we formerly expreffed in that 
anfw'er to your order ; otherwife, we muft declare 
“ to all the world, that' we are not fatisfied with, or 

“ fliall 
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“ fliall ever allow our I'ubjedls to be bound by, your 
“ printed votes of the fifteenth or lixteenth of this 
“ month ; or that, under pretence of declaring what 
“ the law of the land k, you lhall, without us, make 
“ a new law, which is plainly the cafe of the militia : 

and what is this but to introduce an arbitrary way^ 
“ of government ? 

“ Concerning Pym’s fpeech, you will have found, 
“ by what the Lord Compton and Mr. Baynton 
“ brought from us in anfwer to that meiragc they 
“ brought to us, that, as yet, we reft nothing fatisfied 
“ in that particular. 

“ As for the feditious pamphlets and ferraons, we 
“ are both lorry and afhamed 'in fo great variety, and 
“ in which our rights, honour, and authority, arc lo 
“ infolently flighted and vilified, and in which the 
“ dignity and freedom of Parliaments is lb much in- 
“ vaded and violated) it fliould be afked of us to 
“ name any'. The mentioning of the Proteftation pro- 
“ tefted, the Apprentices Proteftation, To your tents, O 
•• Jfrael, or any other, would be too great an excufc 
“ for the reft : if you think them not worth your cn- 
“ quiry, we have done. But we think it moft ftrangc 
to be told, that our denial of a guard, (which we 
“ yet never denied, but granted in another manner, 
“ and imder a command at that time moft accuftomed 
“ in the kingdom), or the denial of any thing elfe, 
“ (which is in our power legally to deny), which in 
“ our underftanding, of which God hath furely given 
us fome ufe, is not fit to be granted, fhould be any 
excufe for fo dangerous a concourfe of people ; 
“ which, not only in our apprehenfion, but, we bc- 
“ lievc, in the interpretation of the law itlclf, hath 
“ been always held moft tumultuous and f editions. 

“ And 



734 


THE HISTORY 


Book V. 


“ And we muft wonder, what, and whence come the 
“ inftruiftions and informations, that thofc people 
“ have, who can fo ealily think themfelves obliged by 
“ the proteftation to aflemble in fuch a manner for 
“ the defence of privileges, which cannot be fo clearly 
“ known to any of them, and fo negligently pafs over 
“ the confideration and defence of our rights, fo bc- 
“ neficial and neceflary for themfelves, and fcarce un^ 
“ known to any of them ; which by their oaths of al- 
“ legiance and fiipremacy, and even by the fame pro- 
“ tettation, they are at leaft equally obliged to defend. 
“ And what interruptions fuch kind of ail’emblies 
“ may be to the freedom of future Parliaments, (if not 
“ feafonably difcountenanced and fuppreircd), we mulV 
“ advife you to confider ; as likewife, whether botli 
“ our rights and powers may not by fuch means be 
“ ufurped, by hands not trufted by the conftitution of 
“ this kingdom, P'or our guard, we refer you to our 
anfwer to your declaration. 

“ By that queftion of violating your laws, by which 
“ we endeavoured to exprefs our care, and refolution 
to obferve them, we did not expeif you would ha\ e 
been invited to have looked back fo many years, for 
‘‘ which you have had fo ample reparation ; neither 
“ looked we to have been reproached w ith the actions 
“ of our minifters then againll the laws, whilll: we 
“ exprefs fo great zeal for the prefent defence of 
“ them ; it being our refolution, upon obfervation of 
the mifehief which then grew by arbitrary pow'er, 
(though made plaufible to us by the fuggeftions of 
“ ncceflity and imminent danger ; and take you heed, 
‘t you fall not into the fame error, upon the fame fug- 
“ geftions), hereafter to keep the rule ourfelf, and to 
“ our power require the lame from all others. But 

“ alcove 
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above all, we muft be moft fcnfible of what you call 
“ upon us for requital of thofe good bills, you cannot 
“ deny. We have denied any fuch defign ; and as 
“ God Almighty mull: judge in that point between us, 
“ who knows our upright intentions at the palling 
“ thofe laws, fo in the mean time we defy the Devil 
“ to prove, that there was any delign (with our know- 
“ ledge or privity) in or about the time of palling 
“ thofe bills, that, had it taken effect, could have 
deprived our fubjefts of the fruit of them. And 
“ therefore we demand full reparation in this point, 
“ that we may be cleared in the light of all the world, 

■ ‘ and chieliy in the eyes of our loving fubje 61 s, from 
“ fo notorious and falfe an imputation as this is. 

“ We are far from denying what you have done ; 
“ for we acknowledge the charge our people hath ful- 
“ tained in keeping the two armies, and in relieving 
“ Ireland ; of which we are fo fenlible, that, in regard 
of thofe great burtliens our people hath untlergonc, 
“ we have, and do patiently fulfer thofe extreme per- 
“ fonal wants, as our predecelTors have been feldoni 
“ put to, rather than w’c would prefs upon them ; 
“ which we hope in time will be confidered on your 
“ parts. 

“ In our offer of a general pardon, our intent was 
“ to compofe and fecure the general condition of our 
“ fubjeefts, conceiving that, in thefe times of great 
“ diftradlions, the good laws of the land have not 
“ been enough obferved : but it is a ftrange world, 
“ when Princes’ proffered favours are counted re- 
“ proaches ; yet if you like not this our offer, we have 
“ done. 

“ Concerning any difeourfes of foreign forces, 
“ though we have given you a full anfwer in ours to 

“ your 
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your laft declaration, yet we muft tell you, we have 
“ neither fo ill an opinion of our own merit, or the 
“ alFedlions of our good fubjedts, as to think ourfelf 
in need of any foreign forces to preferve us from 
“ oppreffion ; and we fhall not need for any other 
purpofe : but are confident, through God’s provi- 
“ dence, not to want the good wifhes and affiftance of 
“ the whole kingdom, being refolved to build upon 
“ that fure foundation, the law of the land : and we 
“ take it very ill, that general difeourfes between 
“ an unknown perfon and a mariner, or inferences 
upon letters, fhould be able to prevail in matters fp 
improbable in themfelves, and fcandalous to us ; 
“ for which we cannot but likewife afk reparation, 
“ not only for the vindication of our own honour, but 
“ alfo thereby to fettle the minds of our fubjefls, 
“ whofe fears and jealoufies would foon vanifli, were 
“ they not fed and maintained by fuch falfe and mali- 
“ cious rumours as thefe. 

“ For our return to our Parliament, we have given 
“ you a full anfwer in ours to your declaration ; and 
you ought to look on us as nor gone, but driven (we 
“ fay not by you, yet) from you. And if it be not 
“ fo eafy for you to make our refidence in London fo 
fafe as we could defirc, we arc and will be con- 
“ tented, that our Parliament be adjourned to fuch 
“ a place, wdiere we may be fitly and fafely with you. 
“ For though we arc not plcafed to be at this difiance, 
“ yet you are not to expect our prefcncc, until you 
“ fliall both fecure us concerning our juft apprehen- 
“ fions of tumultuary infolenccs, and likewife give us 
“ fatisfa<5lion for thofe infupportablc and infolent 
“ fcandals, that arc raifed upon us. 

I’o conclude : as we have or fiiall not refufe any 

“ agree- 
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““ agreeable way to juftice or honour, which fliall be 
“ offered to us for the begetting a right underftanding 
between us; fo we are refolved that no ftraits or 
“ neceffities, to which we may be driven, fhall ever 
“ compel us to do that, which the reafon and under- 
“ Handing that God hath given us, and our honour 
and intereft, with which God hath truftcd us for 
** the good of our pofterity and kingdoms, fhall render 
“ unpleafant and grievous to us. And we affure you, 
“ how meanly foever you are plcafed to value the dif- 
“ charge of our public duty, we are fo confcious to 
“ ourfelf of having done our part lince this Parlia- 
ment, that, in whatfoever condition we now Hand, 
“ we are confident of the continued proteftion from 
Almighty God, and the conftant gratitude, obe- 
“ dience, and affeiftion from our people. And w'e 
‘‘ fhall truft God with all.” 

Thefe quick anfwers from the King gave them very 
much trouble, and made it evident to them, that he 
would no more be fwaggered into concellions that 
he thought unreafonable, or perfuaded to them upon 
general promifes, or an implicit confidence in their 
future modefty ; but that he demanded reparation for 
the breach of his privileges, and fo fought with them 
with their own weapons, troubled them much more ; 
apprehending that, in a fhort time, the people might 
be perfuaded to believe, that the King was in the 
right, and had not been well dealt with : and though 
fome few, who thought themfelves too far engaged to 
retire, were glad of the fharpnefs of thefe paper fkir- 
mifhes, which they believed made the wound Hill 
wider, and more incurable ; yet the major part, which 
had been induced to join with them out of confidence 
that the King would yield, and that their boldnefs 
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and importunity in alking would prevail with his 
Majefty to con Tent, wilhed themfclves fairly unen- 
tanglcd : and I have heard many of the fierccft con- 
currers, and who have ever lince kept them company, 
at that time profefs, “ that if any expedient might be 
“ found to reconcile the prefent dift'erence about the 
“ militia, they would no more adventure upon dc- 
“ mands of the like nature and the Earl of Eflex 
himfelf was ftartled, and confefled to his friends, 
“ that lie dehred a more moderate proceeding fhouki 
be in Parliament ; and that the King, who had 
“ giv'cn fo much, fhould receive fome fatisfadtion.” 
But thofe of the Court, who thought their faults to 
their IMalfer moft unpardonable, could not endure 
that the youngeft courtier fhould be the eldeft con- 
vert ; anti therefore, by repeating what the King and 
Queen had faid of him heretofore, and by frcfli intel- 
ligence, which they procured from York, of what the 
King then thought of him, they perfuaded him,*' that 
“ his condition was too defperatc to recede and all 
men were perfuaded, that this Heady deportment of 
the King proceeded from fome new evil counfellors, 
who would be as foon deftroyed as difeovered ; and 
tliat then they would fo carry thcmfelvcs, that the 
King fhould owe his greatnefs and his glory (for they 
ftill faid, “ he fliould excel all his predecelibrs in 
“ both”) to their formed counfels and adlivity, and 
not to the whifpers of thofe who thought to do his 
bulinefs without them. .Vnd I am perfuaded, that 
even then, and I was at that time no ftranger to the 
perfons of moft that governed, and a diligent ob- 
ferver of their carriage, they had rather a defign of 
making themfelves powerful with the King, and great 
at Court, than of Icffening the power of the one, or 

reforming 
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reforming the clifcipline of the other : but, no doubt, 
there were fome few in the number that looked fur- 
ther ; yet, by pretending that, kept up the mettle of 
writing, and inclined them for their lionour to new 
declarations. 

The King found himfelf at fome eale, and mod: 
perfons of quality of that great county, and of the 
counties adjacent, reforted to him, and many pcrlons 
of condition from London, and thofe parts, who had 
not the courage to attend upon him at Whitehall ; fo 
that the Court appeared with fome luftre. And now 
he begun to think of executing fome of thofe refolu- 
tions, which he had made with the Queen before her 
departure: one of wliich was, and to be firll done, the 
removing the h^arls of liflex and Holland from their 
odlces in the Court, the one of Chamberlain, the other 
of Groom of the Stole, wliich hath the reputation and 
benefit of being firft Gentleman of the Bedchamber. 
Indeed no man could fpcak in the juftilication of either 
of them, yet no man thought them equally culpable. 
The Earl of Holland was a perfon merely of the 
King’s and his father’s creation; railed from the con- 
dition of a private gentleman, a younger brotlier of an 
extraction that lay under a great blemifli, and without 
any fortune, to a great height by their mere favour 
and bounty. And they had not only adorned them 
with titles, honours, and offices, but enabled them to 
fupport thofe in the higheft luftre, and with the larg- 
eft expence : and this King had drawn many incon- 
veniences, and great di fad vantages, upon himfelf and 
his fervice, by his preferring him to fome trufts, 
which others did not only think themfelves, but really 
were, worthier of ; but efpecially by indulging him fo 
far in the rigorous execution of his office of Chief 

o p a Juftice 
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Juftice in Eyre, in which he brought more prejudice 
upon the Court, and more difcontent upon tKe iiing, 
from the moft confiderable part of the nobility and 
.gentry in England, than proceeded from any one ac- 
tion, that had its rife from the King’s will and plea- 
fure, though it was not without fome warrant from 
law ; but having not been pra^lifed for fome hun- 
dreds of years, was looked upon as a terrible innova- 
tion and exa<ftion upon perfons, who knew not that 
they were in any fault ; nor was any imputed to them, 
but the original fin of their forefathers, even for 
which they were obliged to pay great penalties and 
ranfoms. That fuch a fen'ant fhould fuffer his zeal 
to leffen and decay towards fuch a mafter, and that he 
fhould keep a title to lodge in his bedchamber, from 
whofe court he had upon the matter withdrawn him- 
felf, and adhered to and alfifted thofe who affronted 
and contemned his Majefty fo notorioufly, would ad- 
mit of no manner of interpofition and excufe. 

Lefs was to be objeifted againft the Earl of Eflex, 
who, as he had been, all his life, without obligations 
from the Court, and believed he had undergone op- 
preffion there, fo he was, in all refpeiffs, the lame 
man he had always profefled himfelf to be, when the 
King put him into that office ; and in receiving of 
which, many men believed, that he rather gratified 
the King, than that his Majefty had obliged him in 
conferring it ; and it had been, no doubt, the chief 
reafon of putting the ftafF in his hand, becaufe in that 
conjunfture no other man, who would in any de- 
gree have appeared worthy of it, had the courage to 
receive it. However having taken the charge upon 
him, he ought, no doubt, to have taken all his maf- 
tcr’s concernments more to heart, than he had done ; 

and 
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and he can never be excufed for ftaying in Whitehall, 
when the King was with that outrage driven from 
thence, and for choofing to behold the triumph of the 
members return to Weftminfter, rather than to attend 
his Majefty’s perfon in fo great perplexity to Hamp- 
ton Court ; which had been his duty to have done, 
and for failing wherein no other excufe can be made, 
but that, after he had taken fo full a refolution to 
have waited upon his Majcfty thither, that he had 
drefl’ed himfelf in his travelling habit, he was diverted 
from it by the Earl of Holland, who ought to have 
accompanied him in the fervice, and by his averment, 
“ that if he went, he Ihould be aflafllnated which it 
was not poffible fhould have ever been fo much as 
thought of. 

Notwithftanding all this, the perfons trufted by his 
Majefty, and remaining at London, had no fooner no- 
tice of it, (which his Majefty fent to them, that he 
might be advifed the beft way of doing it), but they 
did all they could to difluade the purfuing it. They 
did not think it a good conjuncture to make thofe 
two perfons defperate ; and they knew that they were 
not of the temper and inclinations of thofe, who had too 
much credit with them, nor did defire to drive things 
to the utmoft extremities, which could never better 
their conditions ; and that they did both rather defire 
to find any expedients, by which they might make a 
fafe and an honourable retreat, than to advance in the 
way they were engaged in. But the argument they 
chiefly infifted on to the King, was, ‘‘ that, being de- 
prived of their offices, they would be able to do 
” more mifehief, and ready to embark themfelves with 
“ the moft defperate perfons, in the moft defperate 
attempts which fell out accordingly. And there 
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is great rcafon to bclicAT, that if that refolution the 
King had taken, had not been too obftinately puriued 
at that time, many of the mifchiefs, which afterwards 
fell out, would have been prevented ; and, without 
doubt, if the ftafF had remained ftill in the hands of 
the Earl of ElTcx, by which he was charged with the 
defence and fecurity of the King’s perfon, he would 
never liave been prevailed with to have taken upon 
him the command of that army, which was after- 
wards raifed againtl the King, and with which fo many 
battles were fought. And there can be as little doubt 
in any man, who knew well the nature and temper of 
that time, that it had been very difficult, if not utterly 
impoffible, for the two Houfes of Parliament to have 
raifed an army then, if the Earl of Eli'ex had not con- 
fented to be general of that army. 

But the King was inexorable in the point ; he was 
obliged by promife to the Queen at parting, which he 
would not break ; and her Majelfy had contracted fo 
great an indignation againft the Earl of Holland, 
whofe ingratitude indeed towards her was very odious, 
that fhe had faid, “ Ihe would never live in the Court, 
“• if he kept his place.” And fo the King fent an or- 
der to Littleton, the Lord Keeper of the Great Seal, 
that he fhould require the ffafF and key from the 
one, and the other, and receive them into his cufto- 
“ dy.” The Keeper trembled at the office, and had 
not courage to undertake it. He went prcfently to the 
Lord Falkland, and delired him to allift him in mak- 
ing his cxcufe to the King. He made many profef- 
fions of his duty to the King, “ who, he hoped, would 
“ not command him in an affair fo unfuitable to the 
“ office he held under him ; that no Keeper had been 
“ employed in fuch a fervice ; that if he Ihould exe- 

“ cute 
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“ cute the order he had received, it would in the fir ft 
“ place be voted a breach of privilege in him, being 
“ a Peer ; and the Houfe would commit him to pri- 
fon, by which the King w'ould receive the greateft 
“ affront, though he fhould be ruined ; whereas the 
“ thing itfelf might be done by a more proper officer, 
“ without any inconvenience.” 

How weak foever the reafons were, the paffion was 
ftrong ; and the Lord Falkland could not refiife to 
convey his letter to the King, which contained his 
anfwer in his own words, with all the imaginable pro- 
feffions of duty and zeal for his fervice. How ill fo- 
ever his Alajefty was fatisfied, he faw the bufinel’s 
would not be done that way ; and therefore he writ 
immediately a letter, all in his own hand, to the Lord 
Falkland ; in which with fome gracious expreUions of 
excufe for putting that work upon him, he com- 
manded him “ to require the furrender of the enligns 
of their offices from thofe two Earls.” The Lord 
Falkland was a little troubled in receiving the com- 
mand : they were perfons from whom he had always 
received great civilities, and with whom he had much 
credit ; and this harffi office might have been more 
naturally, and as effedlually, performed by a Gentle- 
man Ufher, as the fame ftaff had been demanded be- 
fore from the Earl of Pembroke, within lefs than a 
year. However, he would make no cxcufe, being a 
very pundfual and exadf perfon in the performances of 
his duty ; and fo went to both of them, and met them 
coming to the Houfe, and imparted his melfage tfi 
them : they defired him very civilly, “ that he would 
“ give them leave to confer a little together, and they 
“ would, within half an hour, fend for him into the 
“ Houfe of Commons whither he went, and they, 

2 B 4 within 



744 


THE HISTORY 


Book V. 


within lefs time, font to him to meet them in Sir Tho- 
mas Cotton’s garden, (a place adjacent, where the 
members of both Iloufes ufed frequently to walk), 
and there, with very few words, they delivered the 
Half, and the key, into his hands, who immediately 
carried them to his lodging ; and they went up to the 
Houfc of Peers : and prefently both Houfes took no- 
tice of it, and with pafiion, and bitter expreflions 
againft the evil counfellors, who had given his Majefty 
that counfel, they concurred in a vote, “ that whofo- 
“ ever prefumed to accept of either of thofe offices, 
“ fhould be reputed an enemy to his country and 
then they proceeded with more impetuolity in the 
bulinefs of the militia, and all other matters which 
moft trenched upon the King’s authority. 

Whilft they were fo eager in purfuit of the militia, 
and pretended the neceffity fo imminent, that they 
could not defer the difpolition thereof till it might be 
formally and regularly fettled by bill, they had their 
eye upon another militia, the royal navy ; without re- 
covering of which to their own power, (though they 
were fatisfied by the pulfe of the people, that they 
would join with them, and be generally obedient to 
their commands), they had no mind to venture upon 
the execution of their land ordinance. And therefore, 
in the beginning of the fpring, when the fleet for that 
year was provided, after they had excepted againft 
luch perfons to be captains of fhips, as they thought 
not devoted to them, (as is before mentioned), they 
lent a formal meflTage to the Lords, “ that the Eari of 
Northumberland, Lord Admiral, might be moved to 
conftitute the Earl of Warwick his Admiral of the 
“ fleet for that year’s fervice, being a perfon of fuch 
honour and experience, as they might fafely con- 

“ fide 



OF THE REBELLION, See. 


745 


fide in him ; and that the Earl of Warwick might 
be defired to tmdertake that fervice.” The Lords 
thought fit that the King’s approbation might be firft 
defired, before it was recommended to the Earl of 
Northumberland : but the Commons thought that fu- 
perfluous, fince the officers of the fleet were abfolutcly 
in the Earl’s difpofal ; and therefore refufed to fend 
to the King, but of themfelves fent to both the one 
Earl and the other; and the Earl of Warwick, being well 
pieafed with the trull, very frankly, without waiting 
the King’s confent, declared, “ that he was ready to 
“ undertake the employment.” But this being fo 
publicly agitated, the King could not but take notice 
of it ; and finding that the bufinefs Ihould not be 
propofed to him, thought it necelTary to fignify his 
pleafurc in it, that fo at leaft the Lord Admiral might 
not pretend innocence, if aught fhould be done to his 
dilTervice ; and therefore he appointed Mr. Secretary 
Nicholas to write to the Earl of Northumberland, 

“ that his Majefty expedled that Sir John Penning- 
ton Ihould command that fleet, as he had done two 
" or three years before.” This letter being commu- 
nicated to both Houfes, and the Lord Admiral being 
thereby upon the difadvantage of a Angle conteft with 
the King, the Houfe of Commons, rather out of kind- 
nefs and refpeft to the Earl, than of duty to the King, 
condefeended to join with the Lords in a meflage to 
his Majefty ; which they fent not by members of their 
owjj, but diredled tlie Lord Keeper to inclofe it in 
a letter to the Secretary attending the King, and to 
“ fend the fame to York ;” which he did. accordingly. 

The meflfage was : a mei&Re 

That the Lords and Commons, in this ptefent^^™^.^*^ 
** Parliament alTembled, having found it neceffary 

“ provide, 1642. 
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“ provide, and fct to fea, a ftrong and powerful navy 
“ for the defence of this kingdom againll foreign 
“ force, and for the fecurity of his Majefty’s other 
“ dominions, the charge whereof was to be borne by 
the commonwealth : and taking notice of the indlf- 
“ pohtion of the Lord Admiral, which dlfabled him, 
“ at that time, for commanding the fleet in his own 
“ perfon, did thereupon recommend unto his Lord- 
“ fhip the Earl of Warwick, a perfon of fuch qua- 
“ lity and abilities, as in whom they might bell con- 
“ fide, to fupply his Lordfliip’s room for this employ- 
“ ment : and underftanding that his Majefly hath 
“ fince fignified his pleafure concerning that com- 
“ mand for John Pennington, they faid, they did hold 
“ it their duty to reprefent to his Majcfly the great 
“ danger and mifehief the commonwealth was like to 
“ (uftain by fuch interruption ; and therefore did 
“ humbly befeech his Majcfry, that the noble perfon, 
“ recommended by both Houfes of Parliament for 
“ this fervice, might be no longer detained from it, 
“ out of any particular refpedf to any other perfon 
“ whatfocA'er.” 

The Kings I'hc fame day that this meffage came to his Ma- 
-iinttcr. jefty, he diipatchcd an anfwer to the Lord Keeper j in 
wliicli he told him, “ that he wondered both at the 
“ form and matter of that inclofed paper he had fent 
“ to him, in tlie name of both Houfes of Parliament ; 
“ it being neither by the way of petition, declaration, 
or letter; and, for the matter, he believed, it wa^^the 
“ firft time, that the Houfes of Parliament had taken 
“ upon them the nomination, or recommendation of 
“ the chief fea-commandcr : but it added to the won- 
“ der, that Sir John Pennington being already ap- 
“ pointed by him for that fervice, upon the rccom- 
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" mendation of his Admiral, and no fault fo much as 
“ alleged againft him, another fhould be recom- 
“ mended to him. Therefore, he faid, his refolution 
“ upon that point was, that he would not alter him, 
“ whom he had already appointed to command that 

year’s fleet ; whofe ev^ery ways fufficiency was fo 
“ univerfally known, the which he was confldent his 
“ Admiral, if there fhould be occaflon, would make 
“ moll evident ; againft whofe teftimony he fuppofed 
“ his Parliament would not except. And though 
“ there were yet none appointed, or the faid Sir John, 
“ through fome accident, not able to perform the 
“ fervice ; yet, he faid, the men of that profeflion 
“ were fo well known to him, betides many other 
“ reafons, that (his Admiral excepted, becaufe of his 
“ place) recommendations of that kind would not be 
“ acceptable to him.” 

This anfwer was no other than they expedled, 
though they feemed troubled at it, and pretended tliat 
they had many things of mifdemeanor to obje6l 
againft Sir John Pennington, at leaft fuch matters as 
would render him incapable of that truft; the greateft 
of which was that he had conveyed the Lord Digby 
over fea ; though they well knew (as is before men- 
tioned) that he had the King’s warrant and command 
for that purpofc ; and therefore moved tl>e Lords that 
he might be fent for to be examined upon many par- 
ticulars : and in the mean time, whilft they caufed 
him to attend their leifure to be examined, they pro- 
ceeded in haftening the Earl of Warwick to make 
himfelf ready for the fervice, who made no fcruple of 
undertaking it ; and the Earl of Northumberland re- 
ceiving the order, and deftre of both Houfes, “ to 
“ grant his commillion to him to be Admiral of that 

“ fleet,” 
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fleet,” thought himfelf fufficicntly cxcufed towards 
the King, and did it accordingly ; the two Houfes in 
the mean time, without any further thought of pro- 
curing the King’s confent, preparing reafons to fatisfy 
his Majeffy for the neceflity or conveniency of their 
proceeding. 

Many men, efpecially they who at a diffance ob- 
ferved and difcerncd the difficulties the King was like 
to encounter, wondered that upon fo apparent-a breach 
of truft, and aft of undutifulnefs, his Majeffy did not 
at that time revoke the Lord Admiral’s commiffion, 
which was but during pleafure ; and fo put that fure 
guard of the kingdom, his navy, under fuch a com- 
mand as he might depend upon. But the truth is, it 
was not then counfellable ; for (befides that it was 
eafier fo refolve, “ that it was fit to remove the Earl 
“ of Norrhumberland,” than to find a man competent 
for the place) that way it might have been poffible to 
have prevented the going out of any fleet to fea, 
which would have confirmed the frantic jealoufies of 
bringing in foreign forces ; but not have reduced it to 
his own obedience. 

They had, by degrees, fo ordered the colleftion of 
tonnage and poundage, by pafling bills for fix weeks 
and two months at a time, and putting thofe, who 
fhould receive or pay thofe duties, otherwife than they 
were granted by thofe bills, into a Vramumre ; and fo 
terrified the old cuftomers, that the King had no 
other means of fetting out his fleet, than by the mo- 
nies arifing by the cuftoms, which they abfolutely dif- 
pofed of ; and at this time had contrafted with the vic- 
tualler, made the fhips ready, and hired many mer- 
chants Blips to join in that fleet for the guard of the 
feas. And whilfl: this matter of the Admiral was in 

fufpenfc, 
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fufpenfe, they fufFered the former bill of tonnage and 
poundage to expire, and did not, till the very night be- 
fore, pafs a new bill ; which could not have the royal 
aflent till many days after, the King being then at 
York. Yet the Houfe of Commons, to falve all danger 
of the Prtemunirey on the twenty-fourth of March, 
being the very day that the former bill expired, fent 
an order to all the collectors of the cuftoms, many 
of which could not receive it in ten days after ; 

“ That the new bill being paflfed by both Houfes 
“ for th|^ontinuance of thofe payments until the 
“ third day of May, (which could not yet receive the 
“ royal aflent, in regard of the remotenefs of his Ma- 
“ jefty’s perfon from the Parliament), which monies to 
“ be collected by that bill were to be employed in the 
“ neceffary guarding of the feas, and defence of the 
“ commonwealth ; it was therefore ordered by the 
“ Commons in Parliament, that the feveral officers be- 
“ longing to the Cuitom-houfe, both in the port in 
“ London, and the out-ports, ffiould not permit any 
** merchant or other to lade or unlade any goods, or 
“ merchandizes, before fuch perfons do make due 
“ entries thereof in the Cuftom-houfe. And it was 
“ declared alfo by the faid Commons, that fuch offi- 
“ cers, upon the refpeClive entry made by any mer- 
“ chant as aforefaid, ffiould intimate to fuch mer- 
“ chant, that it was the advice of the Commons, for 
“ the better eafe of the faid merchants, and in regard 
“ the refpeCfive duties would relatie, and become due 
“ as from that day ; that the faid merchants upon en- 
“ try of their goods, as ufually they did, when a law 
was in force to that purpofe, would depolit fo much 
“ money as the feveral cuftoms would amount unto, 
“ in the hands of fuch officers, to be by them ac- 
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“ counted to his Majefty, as the refpe6I:ive cuftoms 
“ due by the laid bill, when the faid bill iTiould have 
“ the royal affent ; or otherwife, his Majefty refilling 
“ the palling thereof, the faid monies to be reftored, 
“ upon demand, unto the feveral merchants rcfpec- 
“ tively.” 

By which order, which was a more abfolute difpen- 
fation for a Pr^emuniref than ever any Non-oljlante 
granted by the Crown, the cuftoms were as frankly 
and fully paid, as if an aft of Parliament had been 
paired to that purpofe ; and as foon as the commillion 
could be font, and returned from York, the aft was 
paflTed. But no doubt they had a further delign in 
fuftering the bill totally to expire, before they pre- 
pared a new one, than at that time was apprehended ; 
and intended, under fuch a popular nccellity, which 
feemed to be occalioned by the King’s abfence, to 
bring their own orders in I'uch a reputation, that in 
another neceffity which they Ihould declare, they 
might by the precedent of this, which was the only 
indemnity all thofe merchants who paid, and the offi- 
cers who received, cuftoms, had for the prefervation 
of their eftates, be currently and abfolutely obeyed 
and fubmitted to. 

By this it appears the King could not at that time, 
with conveniency or fafety to his affairs, difplace the 
Earl of Northumberland ; and he believed, if his oc- 
calions Ihould hereafter require it, that the time would 
be much more feafonable, when the fleet was at fea ; 
and the thing itfelf more prafticable : which was a 
true conclulion. However, he exprefled fo much dif- 
like againft the Earl of Warwick’s commanding that 
fleet, that he was not willing that any officers whom 
he valued Ihould take employment under him ; which 

ho 
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he had iliortly after caufc to repent. For, by this 
means, the Vice-Admiralty, which was deligned to 
Captain Cartwright, the Comptroller of the Navy, who 
hath lince fufficicntly teftified how advantageoufly to 
his Majefty he would have managed that charge, upon 
his rcfufal (which was occalioned by intimation from 
his Majefty, as flrall be hereafter mentioned) was con- 
ferred upon Batten, an oblcure fellow ; and, though a 
good feaman, unknown to the navy, till he w'as, two 
or three years before, for money, made furveyor, who 
executed it ever lince whth great animolity againft the 
King’s fervice, of which more hereafter. 

Being, by this means, I'ccure at fea, they proceeded 
with more vigour atland ; and, though they thought it not 
yet feafonable to execute their ordinance for the mili- 
tia with any form and pomp, they diredled, underhand, 
their agents and emillaries, “ that the people, of them- 
“ felves, iKould choole captains and officers, and train 
“ under the name of Volunteers which begun to be 
pra6lifcd in many places of the kingdom, but only in 
thofe corporations, and by thofe inferior people, w'ho 
were notorious for fa6fion and fchifm in religion. 
The King’s declarations, which w'ere now carefully 
publilhed, gave them fome trouble, and made great 
impreliion, in fober men, who were moved with the. 
reafon, and in rich men, who were ftartled at the com- 
mands in them. But that claufe in the King’s anfwer 
to their declaration, prefffnted to him at Newmarket, in 
which he told them, ‘‘ that if they had uot been in- 
“ formed of the feditious words ufed in, and the cir- 
“ cumllances of the tumults, and would appoint fome 
“ vyay for the examination of them, that he w'ould re- 
“ quire fome of his learned council to attend with fuch 
“ evidence as might latisfy them,” troubled them, 

much 
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much more. For if there were ftill fo much courage 
left in the King’s council, that they durft appear to 
inform againft any of thofe proceedings, which they 
favoured, they Ihould find men grow more afraid of 
the law than of them ; which would deftroy all their 
defigns. Therefore they refolved to proceed with all 
expedition, and feverely, againft the Attorney General 
for his trefpafs and prefumption upon their privileges, 
in the accufation of the five members, and the Lord 
Kiinbolton : of the circumftances of which proceed- 
ing, and judgment thereupon, being as extraordinary, 
and as diftant from the rules of juftice, at leaft of 
praftice, as any thing that then liappened, it will not 
be amifs to fet down two or three particulars. 

Shortly after they had impeached him, (which is 
mentioned before), and the King had found it necef- 
fary to give over any profccution againft the others, 
his Majefty being defirous, now he had fireed them, 
that they Ihould free his Attorney, writ a letter from 
Royfton, when he was in his way to York, to the 
Lord Keeper ; in which he told him, “ that the arti- 
“ cles, which had been preferred againft the mem- 
“ bers, were, by himfelf, delivered to his Attorney 
“ General, engrofled in paper ; and that he had then 
** commanded him to accufe thofe perfons, upon thofe 
“ articles of high treafon, and other mifdemeanors ; 
“ and, in his name, to defire a committee of Lords 
“ might be appointed to take the examination of I'uch 
“ witnefles as Ihould be produced, as formerly had 
been done in cafes of like nature, according to 
“ the juftice of the Houfe. And his Majefty did fur- 
“ ther declare, that his faid Attorney did not advife or 
** contrive the faid articles, nor had any thing to do 
** with, or in adviling, any breach of privilege that 
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“ followed after. And for what he did in obedience 
“ to his commands, he conceived he was bound by 
“ oath, and the duty of his place, and by the truft re- 
" pofed in him by his Majefty, fo to do : and that, if 
“ he had refufed to obey his Majefty therein, his Ma- 
jefty w'ould have queftioned him for breach of oath, 
“ duty, and truft ; but now having declared that he 
“ found caufe wholly to defift from proceeding againft 
“ the perfons accufed, he had commanded him to 
“ proceed no further therein, nor to produce nor dif- 
“ cover any proof concerning the fame.” 

Though this teftimony of his Majefty’s clearly ab- 
folved him from the guilt, with which he was charged, 
yet it rather haftened the trial, and lharpened the 
edge, that was before keen enough againft him ; and 
the day of trial being come, when the members of the 
Commons, who were appointed for the profecution, 
found that council was ready (which had been afligned 
by the Lords) for the defence of the Attorney Gene- 
ral, they profeffed, “ that they would admit no coun- 
“ cil ; that it was below the dignity of the Houfe of 
“ Commons, to plead againft fee’d council ; that whoi 
ever prefumed to be of council with a perfon ac- 
“ cufed by the Commons of England, fhould be 
" taught better to know his duty, and fhould have 
“ caufe to repent it.” The Lords feemed much moved 
with this reproach, that their a<fts of judicature fhould 
be queftioned, and the council, which had been juftly 
and regularly affigned by them, fhould be threatened 
for fubmitting to their order. But that which trou- 
bled them moft, was, that the council, which was af- 
ftgned by them, upon this reprehcnlion, aqd threat of 
the Commons, pofitively refufed to meddle further in 
the buftnefs, or to make any defence for the Attorney. 
VOL. I. p. 3 c Hereupon 
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Hereupon they put off the trial, and commit to the 
Tower of London Sir Thomas Bedingfield, and Sir 
Thomas Gardner, for their contempt in refufing to 
be of council with the Attorney upon their affign- 
ment : ftanders by looking upon the juftice of Parlia- 
ment with lefs reverence, to fee the fubjedf, between 
the contradictory and oppofite commands of both 
Houfes, (the difpleafure of either being infupport- 
able), punifhed and imprifoned for doing, by one, 
what he was ftraitly inhibited from doing by the 
other. 

However, this difference gave only refpite for fome 
days to the Attorney, who was quickly again called 
before his judges. To what was paffionately and un- 
reafonably objected againft him, “ of breach of pri- 
“ vilege and fcandal,” he confidently alleged “ the 
“ duty of his place j that his Mafter’s command was 
“ warrant for what he had done ; and that he had 
“ been juftly punifhable, if he had refufed to do it 
when commanded ; that there had never been a 
“ pretence of privilege in cafe of treafon, the con- 
“ trary whereof was not only underftood by the law, 
“ but had been by themfelves confeffed, in a petition 
“ delivered by them in the beginning of this King’s 
“ reign, upon the imprifonment of the Earl of Arun- 
“ del ; in which it was acknowledged, that the privi- 
“ lege of Parliament extended not to treafon, felony, 
or refufal to find furcties for the peace ; that he had 
“ no reafon to fufpeCl the executing the duty of his 
“ place would have been imputed to him for any tref- 
pafs, lince the very fame thing he had now done, 
and of which he flood accufed, was done, in the 
firfl year of this King’s reign, by Sir Robert Heath, 
the then Attorney General ; who exhibited articles 
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“ of high treafon before their Lordfhips, againft the 
“ Earl of Briftol, which was not then underftood to be 
“ any breach of privilege ; and therefore, having fo 
“ late a precedent, moft of their Lordlliips being then 
“ judges, he hoped he fliould be held excufable for 
“ not being able to difeern that to be a crime, which 
they had yet never declared to be fo.” The unde- 
niable reafons of his defence (againft which nothing 
was replied, ‘‘ but the inconvenience and mifehief, 
“ which would attend a Parliament, if the members 
miglit be accufed of high treafon without their con- 
‘‘ fent”) prevailed fo far with the major part of the 
Houfe of Peers, though the profecution was carried on 
Avith all Imaginable lltarpnefs and vehemence by the 
Houle of Commons, and entertained by thofe Peers 
who were of that party, as a matter of vaft concern- 
ment to all their hopes, that the queftions being pur, 
whether lie Ihould be deprived Of liis place of Attor- 
ney ? whether he Ihould be fined to the King ? whe- 
ther he ihould pay damages to the perfons acculcd ? 
and whether he Ihould be committed to the Tower ? 
which were tlie leveral parts of the fentcnce, whic'i 
many of the Lords had prefied he Ihould undergo, the 
negative prevailed in every one of the particulars ; lo 
that the Attorney was underftood by all men, who un- 
derftood the rules and praftice of Parliament, to be 
abfolutely abfolvcd from that charge and impeach- 
ment, by the judgment of the Houle of Peers. 

The Houfe of Commons exprclPcd all poffible re- 
fentment, and declared, “ that they would not reft fa- 
‘‘ tisfied with the judgment and fome Lords, even 
of thofe who had acquitted him, were very defirous to 
find oiit an expedient, whereby the Houfe of Commons 
might be compounded with ; and it was believed, that 
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the Attorney himfelf was much fhaken with the tor- 
rent of malice and prejudice, which the Houfe of 
Commons feemed now to threaten him with ; conceiv- 
ing, that he and his office now triumphed over the 
“ whole body, and not over fix members only and 
therefore, after fome days, the Houfe of Peers confi- 
dering, “ that his difeharge was but negative, that he 
“ Ihould not be puniffied in this and that degree ; and 
*• that he had no abfolution from the crimes, with 
“ which he was charged,”proceeded to a new judgment, 
(contrary to all courfe and pradice of Parliament, or 
of any judicial court), and complying with all their 
other votes, refolved, by way of judgment upon him, 
“ that he flrould be difabled from ever being a par- 
“ liament man ; incapable of any place of judicature, 
“ or other preferment, than of Attorney General j” 
which they could not deprive him of, by reafon of the 
former vote ; and “ that he llrould be committed to 
“ the prifon of the Fleet.” Which fentence was with 
all formality pronounced againft him, and he com- 
mitted to the Fleet accordingly ; with which fentence 
the Commons were no more fatisfied than with the 
former ; fome of them looking that their favourite, 
the Solicitor, ffiould have the place of Attorney ; 
others, that the accufed members ffiould receive am- 
ple damages by way of reparation ; without which 
they could not think themiclves fecure from the like 
attempts. 

Having, by this extraordinary and exemplary pro- 
ceeding, fortified their privileges againfl: fuch at- 
tempts, and fecured their perfons from being accufed, 
or proceeded againft by law, they ufed no lefs feve- 
rity againft all thofe w'ho prefumed to queftion the 
juftice or prudence of their aftions, efpecially againft 
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thofc, who, following the method that had done fo 
much hurt, drew the people to petition for that which 
they had no mind to grant ; and in this profecution 
they were not lefs fevere and vehement, than againft 
the higheft treafon could be imagined. 

Upon the petition mentioned before, that was 
framed in London againft their fettling the militia, 
they committed one George Binion, a citizen of great 
reputation for wealth and wifdom, and who was in- 
deed a very fober man. After he had lain fome time 
in prifon, the Lords, according to law, bailed him ; 
but the Commons c||^ed him the next day to be re- 
committed, and preferred an impeachment againft 
him, for no other crime but “ advifing and contriv- 
“ ing that petition,” The gentleman defended him- 
felf, “ that it was always held, and fo publicly de- 
“ dared this Parliament, to be lawful, in a modeft 
“ way, to petition for the removal or prevention of 
“ any grievance : that obferving very many petitions 
“ to be delivered, and received, for the fettling the 
“ militia in an other way than was then agreeable to 
“ the law, or had been pradifed, and conceiving that 
“ the fame would prove very prejudicial to the city of 
“ London, of which he was a member, he had joined 
“ with many other citizens, of known ability and in- 
“ tegrity, in a petition againft fo great an inconve- 
“ nience ; which he prefumed was lawful for him to 
do.” How reafonable foever this defence was, the 
Houfe of Peers adjudged him “ to be disfranchifed, 
“ and incapable of any office in the city ; to be com- 
“ mitted to the common gaol of Colchefter,” (for his 
reputation was fo great in London, that tliey would 
not truft him in a city prifon), and fined him three 
thoufand pounds. 
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About the fame time, at the general aflizcs in Kent, 
the juftices of peace, and principal gentlemen of that 
county, prepared a petition to be prefented to the 
two Houfes, with a delire, “ that the militia might 
“ not be otherwife exercil'ed in that county, than the 
“ known law permitted ; and that the Book of Com- 
mon-Prayer, eftablillied by law, might be obferved.” 
This petition was communicated by many to their 
friends, and copies thereof fent abroad, before the 
fubfeription was ready; whereupon the Houfe of 
Peers took notice of it, as tending to fome commotion 
in Kent ; and, in the debate, ti||| Earl of Briftol tak- 
ing notice, “ that he had feen a copy of it, and had 
“ had fome conference about it with Judge Mallet,” 
who was then Judge of aflize in Kent, and newly re- 
turned out of. his circuit, both the Earl and Judge, 
for having but feen the petition, were prefently com- 
mitted to the Tower ; and a declaration publilhed, 
“ that none lliould prefume to deliver that, or the 
like petition, to either Iloufe.” Notwithftanding 
which, fome gentlemen of Kent, with a great number 
of the fubflantial inhabitants of that county, came to 
the city ; which, upon the alarum, was put in arms ; 
fVrong guards placed at London Bridge, where the pe- 
titioners were difarmed, and only fome few fuffered to 
pafs with their petition to Weftminfter; the reft 
forced to return to their country. And, upon the de- 
livery thereof to the Houfe of Commons, (though the 
fame was very modeft, and in a more dutiful diale<ft 
than moft petitions delivered to them), the bringers 
of the petition were fharply reprehended ; two or 
three of them committed to feveral prifons ; the prin- 
cipal gentlemen of the country, wJto had fubferibed 
and advifed it, fent for as delinquents ; charges, and 
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articles of impeachment, drawn up againft them ; 
and a declaration publifhed, “ that whofoever fhould 
“ henceforth advife or contrive the like petitions, 
“ fhould be proceeded againft, as enemies to the 
“ commonwealth.” So unlike and different were 
their tempers, and reception of thofe modeft addrefles, 
which were for duty and obedience to the laws efta- 
blifhed, and thofe which prefled and brought on al- 
teration and innovation. But that injuftice gave great 
life and encouragement to their own profelytes ; and 
taught others to know that their being innocent would 
not be long eafy or fafe : and this kind of juftice ex- 
tended itfelf in the fame meafure to their own mem- 
bers, who oppofed their irregular determinations ; 
who, befides the agony and vexation of having the 
moft plain reafon, and confefled law, rejedfed, and 
over-ruled with contempt and noife, were liable to all 
the perfonal reproaches and difcountenance, that the 
pride and petulancy of the other party could lay 
upon them ; and were fometimes imprifoned and dif- 
graced, for freely fpeaking their opinions and con- 
fcience in debate. 

All forts of men being thus terrified, the Commons 
remembered, that a great magazine of the King’s am- 
munition lay ftill at Hull ; and though that town 
was in the cuftody of a confident of their own, yet 
they were not willing to venture fo great a trea- 
fure fo near the King, who continued at York, with a 
great refort of perfons of honour and quality from all 
parts i and therefore they refolved, under pretence of 
fupplying Ireland, to remove it fpeedily from thence ; 
and moved the Lords, “ to join with them in an or- 
“ der to that purpofe.” The Lords, who proceeded 
with lefs fury, and more formality, defired, “ tint it 
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might be done with the King’s confent.” After a 
long debate, the one thinking they merited much by 
that civility, the other contented to gratify thofe in 
the ceremony, who, they knew, would in the end con- 
cur with them, a petition was agreed upon to be fent 
to his Majefty ; in which, that he might the fooner 
yield to them in this matter, they refolved to re- 
member him of that, which, they thought, would re- 
fledl: on him with the people, and to “ move him to 
“ take off the reprieve from the lix priefts,” which 
is before mentioned. And fo they fent their petition 
m't'hr telling him, “ that they found the ftores of 

two Houfe* “ arms and ammunition in the Tower of London 
the “ much diminifhed ; and that the neceffity for fup- 
yiine from kingdom of Ireland (for which they had 

“ been iffued from thence) daily increafed ; and that 
“ the occafion, for which the magazine was placed at 
“ Hull, was now taken away ; and conlidering it would 
“ be kept at London with lefs charge, and more fafety, 
“ and tranfported thence with much more convenience 
“ for the fervice of the kingdom of Ireland ; they there- 
“ fore humbly prayed, that his Majefty would be gra- 
“ cioufly pleafed to give leave, that the faid arms, can- 
“ non, and ammunition, now in the magazine of 
“ Hull, might be removed to the Tower of London, 
“ according as fhould be diredled by both his Houfes 
“ of Parliament, And whereas fix priefts, then in 
“ Newgate, were condemned to die, and by his Ma- 
“jefty had been reprieved, they humbly prayed his 
“ Majefty to be pleafed, that the faid reprieves might 
“ be taken off, and the priefts executed according to 
“ law.” To which petition his Majefty immediately 
returned anfwer in thefe words : 

We rather expedted, and have done long, that 

“ you 
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“ you fliould have given us an account, why a garri- 
“ Ion hath been placed in our town of Hull, without 
“ our confent, and foldiers billeted there againft law, 
“ and exprefs words of the Petition of Right, than to 
“ be moved, for the avoiding of a needlefs charge you 
“ have put upon yourfelves, to give our confent for 
“ the removal of our magazine and munition, our 
“ own proper goods, upon fuch general reafons as in- 
“ deed give no fatisfadfion to our judgment ; and 
“ fince you have made the bufinefs of Hull your 
“ argument, we would gladly be informed, why our 
own inclination, on the general rumour of the de- 
“ figns of Papifts in the northern parts, was not 
“ thought fufficient ground for us to put a perfon of 
honour, fortune, and unblemifhed reputation, into a 
“ town and fort of our own, where our own magazine 
“ lay : and yet the fame rumour be warrant enough 
“ for you to commit the fame town and fort, without 
our confent, to the hands of Sir John Hotham, with 
“ a power unagreeable to the law of the land, or the 
“ liberty of the fubjedf. 

“ And yet of this, in point of right, or privilege, 
“ for fure we are not without privilege too, we have 
“ not all this while complained : and being confident 
“ that the place, whatfoever difeourfe there is of pub- 
“ lie or private inftrudfions to the contrary, fhall be 
“ fpeedily given up, if we fliall require it, we fhall be 
“ contented to difpofe our munition there, as we 
have done in other places, for the public eafe and 
“ benefit, as, upon particular advice, we fhall find 
“ convenient ; though we cannot think it fit, or con- 
“ fent, that the whole magazine be removed together. 
“ But when you fhall agree upon fuch proportions, as 
“ fhall be held neceflTary for any particular fervice, 

“ we 
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we fhall lign fuch warrants as Iliall be agreeable to 
“ wifdom and reafon j and if any of them be defigned 
“ for Ulfter, or Lemfter, you know well the convey- 
“ ance will be more eafy and convenient from the 
“ place they are now in. Yet we muft tell you, that 
“ if the fears are fo great from the Papifts at home, or 
“ of foreign force, as is pretended, it feems ftrange 
that you make not provilion of arms and munition 
“ for defence of this kingdom, rather than feek to car- 
“ ry any more from hence, without fome courfe taken 
“ for fupply ; efpecially, if you remember your en- 
“ gagement to our Scottifh fubjedts, for that propor- 
“ tion of arms, which is contained in your treaty. We 
fpeak not this, as not thinking the fending of arms 
“ to Ireland very neceflary, but only for the way of 
“ the provifion. For you know what great quantities 
we have afligned out of our feveral ftores, which, in 
“ due time, we hope, you will fee replenifhed. For 
“ the charge of looking to the magazine at Hull, as it 
" was undertaken voluntarily by you at firft, and, to 
“ fay no more, unneceflarily ; fo you may free our 
“ good people of that charge, and leave it to us to 
“ look to, who are the proper owner of it. And this, 
“ we hope, will give you full fatisfadlion in this point, 
“ and that ye do not, as you have done in the bufi- 
nefs of the militia, fend this melTagc out of compli- 
“ ment and ceremony, refolving to be your own car- 
“ vers at laft. For we muft tell you, if any attempt 
“ fhall be made or given in this matter, without our 
confent or approbation, we fliall efteem it as an 
“ adl of violence againft us ; and declare it to all the 
“ world, as the greateft violation of our right, and 
“ breach of our privilege., 

“ Concerning the fix priefts condemned, it is true. 
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“ they were reprieved by our warrant, we being in- 
formed, that they were, by fome reftraint, difabled 
“ to take the benefit of our former proclamation ; 
lince that, we have iffued out another, for the due 
execution of the laws againft Papifts ; and have 
moft- folemnly promifed, in the word of a King, 
“ never to pardon any prieft without your confent, 
which fhall be found guilty by law ; defiring to 
“ banifh thefe, having herewith fent our warrant to 
“ that purpofe, if, upon fecond thoughts, you do not 
“ difapprovc thereof. But if you think the execu- 
“ tion of thefe perfons fo very neceffary to the great 
“ and pious work of reformation, we refer it wholly to 
“ you ; declaring hereby, that upon fuch your refo- 
“ lution lignified to the minifters of juftice, our war- 
“ rant for their reprieve is determined, and the law to 
“ have the courfe. And now let us alk you, (for we 
are willing to hufband time,’and to difpatch as much 
“ as may be under one meflage ; God knows the dif- 
“ tractions of this kingdom want a prefent remedy), 
“ will there never be a time to offer to, as well as to 
“ alk of us ? We will propofe no more particulars to 
“ you, having no luck to pleafe, or to be underftood 
“ by you ; take your own time for what concerns our 
particular : but be fure you have an early, fpeedy 
“ care of the public ; that is, of the only rule that 
“ preferves the public, the law of the land ; preferve 
“ the dignity and reverence due to that. It was well 
“ faid in a fpeech, made by a private perfon ; it was 
“ Mr. Pym’s fpeech againft the Earl of Strafford, but 
publilhed by order of the Houfe of Commons this 
“ Parliament : the law is that which puts a difference 
“ betwixt good and evil, betwixt juft and unjuft. If 
you take away the law, all things will fall into a 

“ confufion, 
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“ confufion, every man will become a law unto him- 
“ felf ; which, in the depraved condition of human 
nature, muft needs produce many great enormities. 
Luft will become a law, and envy will become a 
law ; covetoufnefs and ambition will become laws ; 
and what dilates, what decifions, fuch laws will 
“ produce, may ealily be difcerned. So faid that gen- 
“ tleman, and much more, very well, in defence of 
the law, and againft arbitrary power. It is worth 
“ looking over, and confidcring : and if the moft 
“ zealous defence of the true Proteftant profeffion, 
“ and the moft refolved protection of the law, be the 
moft neceflary duty of a prince, we cannot believe 
this miferable diftance, and mifunderftanding, can 
“ be long continued between us; we having often and 
earneftly declared them to be the chiefeft defires of 
“ our foul, and the end and rule of all our actions, 
“ For Ireland, we have fufficiently, and we hope fatif- 
factorily, exprefled to all our good fubjefts our 
hearty fenfe of that fad bufinefs, in our feveral mef- 
“ fages on that argument, but efpecially in our laft of 
“ the eighth of this month, concerning our refolution 
“ for |hat fervice ; for the fpeedy, honourable, and 
“ full performance whereof, we conjure you to yield 
all poffible alfiftance, and prefent advice.” 

This anfwer was received with the ufual circum- 
ftances of trouble and difeontent, the taxing of evil 
counfellors, and malignant perfons about the King ; 
and that claufe about the condemned priefts exceed- 
ingly difpleafed them ; for by the King’s reference of 
the matter entirely to them, he had removed the fcan- 
dal from himfelf, and laid it at their doors ; and 
though they were well content, and defirous, that they 
^ould have been executed by the King’s warrant, for 

taking 
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taking off his own reprieve, (whereby they Ihould 
have made him retract an a6I of his own mercy, and 
undeniably within his own power ; and thereby have 
leffened much of the devotion of that people to him, 
when they fhould have feen him quit his powder of 
preferving them in the leaft degree), yet, for many 
reafons, they were not willing to take that harfli part 
upon themfelves ; and fo thofe condemned priefts 
were no more profecuted, and were much fafer under 
that reference for their execution, than they could 
have been, at that time, by a pardon under the Great 
Seal of England. For the other part of the anfwer 
concerning the magazine, it made no paufe with them ; 
but, within few days after, they fent a warrant to 
their own governor. Sir John Hotham, to deliver it ; 
and to their own admiral, the Earl of Warwick, to 
tranfport it to London ; which was, notwithftanding 
the King’s inhibition, done accordingly. But they 
had at that time another meffage from the King, 
which was referred to in the laft claufe of that anfwer, 
and came to their hands fome few days before, that 
gave them fome ferious trouble and apprehenlion ; the 
grounds and reafons of which were thefe : 

The King finding that, notwithftanding all the 
profeflions and proteftations he could make, the bufi- 
nefs of Ireland was ftill unreafonably objedled to him, 
as if he were not cordial in the fupprefling that rebel- 
lion, fent a meffage to both Houfes : 

“ That being grieved at the very foul for the cala - hu Majef- 

mities of his good fubjedls of Ireland, and being « bmh*^*'* 
“ moft tenderly fenfible of the falfe and fcandalous 
“ reports difperfed amongft the people concerning the 
“ rebellion there ; which not only wounded his Ma-pin perioa 

' 1 j 1. iiUo Ireland, 

“ jefty in honour, but likewife greatly retarded the 

“ reducing 
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reducing that unhappy kingdom, and multiplied the 
“ diftradtions at home, by weakening the mutual con- 
“ fldence between him and his people ; out of his 
“ pious zeal to the honour of Almighty God, in efta- 
“ blifhing the true Proteftant profeflion in that king- 
dom, and his princely care for the good of all his 
dominions, he had firmly refolved to go with all 
“ convenient fpeed into Ireland, to chaftife thofe 
“ wicked and deteftable rebels, odious to God and 
all good men ; thereby fo to fettle the peace of that 
“ kingdom, and the fecurity of this, that the very 
“ name of fears and jealoufies might be no more heard 
of amongft them. 

“ And he faid, as he doubted not but his Parlia- 
ment would cheerfully give all poflible afliftance to 
this good work, fo he required them, and all liis 
“ loving fubjedts, to believe, that he would, upon 
“ thofe confiderations, as earneftly purfue that defign, 
not declining any hazard of his perfon in perform- 
“ ing that duty, which he owed to the defence of 
“ God’s true religion, and his diftreffed fubjedls, as 
“ he undertook it for thofe only ends ; to the fince- 
“ rlty of which profeflion he called God to witnefs, 
with this further aflTurancc, tliat he would never 
‘‘ confent, upon whatfoever pretence, to a toleration 
“ of the Popifh profeflion there, or the abolition of 
the laws now in force againft Popifh Recufants in 
that kingdom. 

“ His Majefty further advertifed them, that, to- 
“ wards this work, he intended to raife forthwith, by 
“ his commiflions, in the counties near Weft Chefter, 
a guard for his own perfon, (when he fhould come 
“ into Ireland), confifting of two thoufand foot, and 
“ two hundred horfe, which fhould be armed at Weft 

“ Chefter, 
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Chefter, from his magazine at Hull ; at which time, 
“ he faid, all the officers and foldiers ffiould take the 
“ oaths of fupremacy and allegiance ; the charge of 
“ railing and paying whereof, he defired the Parlia- 
ment to add to their former undertakings for that 
“ war ; which he would not only well accept, but, if 
“ their pay Ihould be found too great a burden to his 
“ good fubjedfs, he would be willing, by the advice of 
his Parliament, to fell, or pawn, any of his parks, 
“ lands, or houfes, towards the fupplies of the fervice 
“ of Ireland. With the addition of thefe levies to 
“ the former of Engliffi, and Scottilh, agreed upon in 
“ Parliament, he faid, he hoped fo to appear in that 
“ adfion, that, by the affiftance of Almighty God, that 
“ kingdom, in a ffiort time, might be wholly reduced, 
and reftored to peace, and fome meafure of happi- 
nefs ; whereby he might cheerfully return, to be 
welcomed home with the affedlions and bleffings of 
all his good Engliffi people. 

“ Towards this good work, he faid, as he had lately 
“ made difpatches into Scotland, to quicken the levies 
there for Ulfter, fo he heartily wiffied, that his Par- 
“ liament would give all poffible expedition to thofe, 
“ which they had refolved for MunlVer and Canaught; 
" and hoped the encouragement, which the adven- 
“ turers, of whofe interefts he would be always very 
“ careful, would hereby receive, would raife full fums 
of money for the doing thereof. He told them, that 
out of his earneft defire to remove all occafions, which 
“ did unhappily multiply mifunderftandings between 
“ him and his Parliament, he had likevvife prepared a 
bill to be offered to them by his Attorney concern- 
“ ing the militia ; whereby he hoped the peace and 
“ fafety of the kingdom might be fully fecured to the 

“ general 
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“ general fatisfaftion of all men, without violation of 
“ his Majefty’s juft rights, or prejudice to the liberty 
“ of the fubjedl. If this fhould be thankfully re- 
“ ceived, he faid, he fliould be glad of it ; if refufed, 
•“ he muft call God, and all the world, to judge on 
“ whofe part the default was ; only he required, if the 
“ bill ftiould be approved of, that if any corporation 
“ Ihould make their lawful rights appear, they might 
“ be referved to them. He faid, before he would part 
“ from England, he would take all due care to entruft 
“ fuch perfons with fuch authority in his abfence, as 
“ he fhould find to be requifite for the peace and 
“ fafety of the kingdom, and the happy progrefs of 
“ the Parliament.” 

They neither before nor after ever received any mef- 
fage from his Majefty, that more difeompofed them ; 
and fo much the more, becaufe that which gave them 
moft umbrage coujd not be publicly and fafely 
avowed by them. For though, to thofe who had a 
due reverence to the King’s perfon, and an impatient 
defire, that all mifunderftandings might be compofed, 
they urged, “ the hazard and danger to his Majefty’s 
“ perfon, in fuch an expedition, and the increafe of 
“ jealoufies and diftra<ftions, that would enfue in this 
“ kingdom by his abfence and to others, who from 
the barbarity, inhumanity, and unheard of cruelty, 
exercifed by the rebels in Ireland upon the Englifh 
Proteftants, (of which they every day received frefh 
and bleeding evidence), had contradled a great ani- 
niofity againft that whole nation, and were perfuaded 
that the work of extirpation was not fo difficult as in 
truth it was ; and to the adventurers, who had dif- 
burfed great fums of money, and had digefted a full 
aflurance of ample recompence, by confifeations and 

forfeitures ; 
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forfeitures ; “ that by this voyage of the King a peace 
** would be in a fhort time concluded in that king- 
dom, to their great difadvantage and damage yet 
the true reafons, which furprifed and ftartled them, 
were, that hereby the managing the war of Ireland 
would be taken out of their hands ; and foj inftead of 
having a nurfery for foldiers of their own, which they 
might employ as they faw occafion ; and a power of 
failing what money they pleafed in this kingdom un- 
der that title, which they might difpofe, as they found 
moft fit for their affairs ; the King would probably in 
a fhort time recover one entire kingdom to his obe- 
dience, by which he might be able to preferve the 
peace of the other two. However, working by feveral 
impreflions upon feveral affections, they found it no 
difficult thing to perfuade, almoft an unanimous, aver- 
fion from approving the journey; they who ufually 
oppofed their advice not enduring to think of flaying 
in England, where the power, at leaft for a time, 
would be in them, whofe government, they knew, 
would be terrible, when his Majelly fhould be in Ire- 
land, Upon this they difpatched a magifterial anfwer 
to the King, in which they told him : 

“ That the Lords and Commons in Parliament hadi^'^fwei 
“ duly confidered the mehTage, received from his Houfe* to 
“ Majefly, concerning his purpofe of going into Ire- 
“ land in his own perfon to profecute the war there, 

“ with the bodies of his Englifh fubjedls, levied, tranf- 
“ ported, and maintained at their charge ; which he 164*. 

“ was pleafed to propound to them, not as a matter, 

“ wherein he defired the advice of his Parliament, 
but as already firmly refolyed on, and forthwith to 
** be put in execution, by granting out commiffions 
for the levying of two thoufand foot, and two hun- 
voj,. I. p. a. 3D “ dred 
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“ drcd liorfe, for a guard for his perfon, when he 
“ fhould come into that kingdom ; wherein, they faid, 
“ they could not but, with all reverence and humility 
“ to his Majefty, obferve, that he had declined his 
“ great council, the Parliament, and varied from the 
“ ufual courfe of his royal predeceflbrs ; that a bufi- 
“ nefs of fo great importance concerning the peace 
and fafety of all his fubjec^ls, and wherein they have a 
“ fpecial intereft, by his Majefty ’s promife, and by 
thofe great fums, which they had difburfed, and for 
“ which they ftood engaged, fhould be concluded, 
“ and undertaken, without their advice ; whereupon, 
“ they faid, they held it their duty to declare, that if, 
“ at that time, his Majefty fhould go into Ireland, he 
“ would very much endanger the fafety of his royal 
“ perfon and kingdoms, and of all other ftates profefting 
“ the Proteftant religion in Chriftendom, and make 
way to the execution of that cruel and bloody de- 
fign of the Papifts, every where to root out and de- 
ftroy the reformed religion ; as the Irilh Papifts had 
“ already, in a great part, eft’eefted in that kingdom! ; 
“ and, in all likelihood, would quickly be attempted 
“ in other places, if the conlideration of the ftrength 
“ and union of the two nations of England and Scot- 
“ land did not much hinder and difeourage the ex- 
“ edition of any fuch defign. And that they might 
“ manifeft to his Majefty the danger and mifery, which 
“ fuch a journey and enterprilc would produce, they 
prefented to his Majefty the realbns of that their 
“ humble opinion ami advice : 

I. “ Plis royal perfon would be fuhjcbf, not only 
to the cafually of war, but to fecret pradtices and 
‘‘ confpiracies ; efpecially his Majefty continuing his 
profellion to maintain the Proteftant religion in that 

“ kingdom. 
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kingdom, which the Papifts were generally bound 
“ by their vow to extirpate. 

2. “ It would exceedingly encourage the rebels ; 
who did generally profefs and declare, that his Ma- 

“ jefty did favour and allow their proceedings, and 
“ tliat this infurreftion was undertaken by the war- 
rant of liis commiflion ; and it would make good 
their expe<ftation of great advantage, by his Majef- 
“ ty’s prefence at that time, of fo much diftraftion 
in this kingdom, whereby they might hope the two 
“ Houfes of Parliament would be di fabled to fupply 
the war there, efpecially there appearing lefs necef- 
“ lity of his Majefty’s journey at that time, by reafon 
“ of the manifold fuccefles, which God had given 
“ againft them. 

3. “ It would much hinder and impair the means 
“ whereby the war was to be fupported, and increafe 
“ the charge of it, and in both thefe refpedfs make it 
“ more infupportabic to the fubjedf ; and this, they faid, 
“ they could confidently affirm ; becaufe many of the 

adventurers, wdio had already fubferibed, did, upon 
“ the knowledge of his Majefty’s intention, declare 
“ their refolution not to pay in their money ; and 
“ others, very willing to have fubfciibed, do now pro- 
“ fefs the contrary. 

4. “ His Majefty’s abfence muft neceflarily very 
“ much interrupt the proceedings of Parliament ; and 
“ deprive his fubjedts of the benefit of thofe further 
“ afts of grace and juftice, which they fhould hum- 
“ bly expedl from his Majefty for the eftabliffiing a 
“ perfedf union, and mutual confidence between his 

Majefty and his people, and procuring and confirm- 
“ ing the profperity and happinefs of both. 

5. “ It w'ould exceedingly increafe the fears and 

3 B a “ jealoufieS 
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“jealoufies of his people; and render their doubts 
“ more probable, of fome force intended, by fomc 

evd counfels near his Majefty, in oppofition of the 

Parliament, and favour of the malignant party of 
“ this kingdom. 

6. “ It would bereave his Parliament of that ad- 
“ vantage, whereby they were induced to undertake 
“ that war, upon his Majefty’s promife, that it fhould 
' be managed by their advice ; whicJi could not be 
‘‘done, if his Majefty, contrary to their counfels, 
“ fhould undertake to order and govern it in his own 
“ perfon. 

“ Upon which, and divers other reafons, they faid, 
“ they had refolvcd, by the full and concurrent agree- 
“ ment of both Houfes, that they could not, with dif- 
“ charge of their duty, confent to any levies or raif- 
“ mg of foldiers to be made by his Majefty, for that 
“ his intended expedition into Ireland ; or to the 
“ payment of any army, or foldiers there, but fuch as 
“ fhould be employed and governed according to 
“ their advice and direflion : and that, if fuch levies 
“ fhould be made by any commiffion of his Majefty’s 
“ not agreed to by both Houfes of Parliament, they 
“ fhould be forced to interpret the fame to be raifed 
“ to the terror of his people, and difturbance of the 
public peace ; and did hold themfelves bound, by 
“ the laws of the kingdom, to apply the authority of 
“ Parliament to fupprefs the fame. 

‘‘ And, they faid, they did further moft humbly 
“ declare, that if his Majefty fhould by ill counfel be 
perfuaded to go, contrary to that advice of his Parlia^ 

« ment, (which they hoped his Majefty would not) 

“ they did not, in that cafe, hold themfelves bound 
‘ to fubrait to any commilEonets, which his Majefty 

“ fhould 
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" fhould choofe ; but did refolve to preferve and go- 
“ vern the kingdom, by the counl’el and advice of 
Parliament, for his Majefty and his pofterity, ac- 
“ cording to their allegiance, and the law of the land : 
“ wherefore they did moft humbly pray, and advife 
“ his Majefty, to defift from that his intended paftage 
“ into Ireland, and from all preparation of men and 
“ arms tending thereunto ; and to leave the manag- 
“ ing of that war to his Parliament, according to his 
“ promife made unto them, and his commiflion 
“ granted under his Great Seal of England, by advice 
“ of both Houfes ; in profecution whereof, by God’s 
bleffing, they had already made a profperous en- 
trance, by many defeats of the rebels, whereby 
“ they were much weakened and difheartened ; and 
“ had no probable means of fubfiftenge, if the pro- 
“ ceedings of the two Houfes were not interrupted 
by that interpofition of his Majefty’s journey : 
“ but they hoped, upon good grounds, that, with- 
“ in a fhort time, without hazard of his perfon, »nd 
“ fo much dangerous confulion in his kingdoms, 
“ which muft needs enfue, if. he Ihould proceed in 
“ that refolutioh, they fhould be enabled fully to vin- 
“ dicate his Majefty’s right, and authority in that king- 
“ dom ; and punifti thofe horrible, outrageous cruel- 
“ ties, which had been committed in the murtjiering 
“ and fpoiling fo many of his fubjeds ; and to bring 
that realm to fuch a condition, as might be much 
to the advantage of his Majefty and the Crown, and 
“ the honour of his government, and contentment of 
“ his people : for the better and more fpeedy efFed- 
“ ing whereof, they did again renew their humble 
“ defires of his return to his Parliament ; and that he 
“ would pleafe to rejed all counfels and apprehen- 

203 “ fions. 
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fions, which might any way derogate from that faitk- 
“ fulnefs and allegiance, which, in truth and finccrity, 
“ they had always borne and profeffed to his Majefty, 
“ and fhould ever make good, to the uttermoft, with 
“ their lives and fortunes.” 

To this petition (the matter whereof finding a ge- 
geral concurrence, there was the lefs debate and contra- 
diction upon the manner of expreflion) being fent to 
the King to York ; and, in the mean time, all prepa- 
rations being fufpended for the necefTary relief for 
Ireland, infomuch as with the votes (which were pre- 
fently printed) againft the King’s journey, there was 
likewife an order printed to difcourage the adventu- 
rers from bringing in their money ; the which, though 
it had no approbation from either Houfe, and feemed 
to be angrily interpreted by them, and the printer was 
ordered to be found out and punifhed, yet did 
r^holly flop that fervice ; and by the no-enquiry, or 
punifhment of that boldnefs, appeared to be done by 
ddign) his Majefty fpeedily returned this anfwer. 

The Kinp's • “ I'hat lic was fo troubled, and aftonilhed to find 
ing his go- “ that unexpedlcd reception and mifunderftanding of 
“ his meffage concerning his Irifh journey, that (be- 
“ ing fo much difappointed of the approbation and 
thanks he looked for to that declaration) he had 
** great caufe to doubt, whether it were in his power 
“ to fay or do any thing, which would not fall within 
“ the like interpretation ; but he faid, as he had, in 
" that meflage, called God to witnefs the fincerity of 
“ the profeflion of his only ends for the undertaking 
“ that journey ; fq he muft appeal to all his good 
“ fubjeds, and the whole world, whether the reafons 
** alleged againft that journey were of weight to fatif- 
“ fy his underftanding ; or the counfel, prefented to 

“ diffuade 
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*■' diffuade him from it, were full of that duty, as was 
“ like to prevail over his afFedtions. For the refolv- 
“ ing of fo great a bufinefs without the advice of his 
“ Parliament, he faid, he muft remember them, how 
“ often, by his meffage, he made the fame offer, if 
“ they fhould advife him thereunto ; to which they 
never gave him the leaft anfwer ; but, in their late 
“ declaration, told him, that they were not to be fa- 
“ tisfied with words : fo that he had reafon to con- 
“ ceive, they rather avoided, out of regard to his per- 
“ fon, to give him counfel to run that hazard, than 
“ that they difapproved the inclination. And, he 
“ alked them, what greater comfort or fecurity the 
“ Proteftants of Chriftendom could receive, than by 
“ feeing a Proteftant King venture, and engage his 
“ perfon for the defence of that religion, and the fup- 
“ prcflion of Popery ? to which he folemnly proteftcd, 
“ in that mefl'age, never to grant a toleration, upon 
“ what pretence foever, or any abolition of any of tlic 
“ laws there in force againft the profcflbrs of it. And, 
“ he faid, when he confidered the great calamities, 
“ and unheard of cruelties, his poor Proteftant fub- 
“ jedls in that kingdom had undergone for the fpace 
“of near, or full fix months; t!ie growth and in- 
“ creafe of the ftrength of thofc barbarous rebels ; and 
“ the evident probability of foreign ftipplies, if they 
“ were not fpcedily fuppreffed ; tJie very ftow fuc- 
“ cours hitherto fent them from hence : that the of- 
“ ficers of feveral regiments, who had long time been 
“ allowed entertainment from them for that fervicc, 
“ had not raifed any fupply, or fuccour for that king- 
“ dom ; that many troops of horfe had long lain near 
“ Chefter untranfported ; that the Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland, on whom he relied principally for tlie 
3 D 4 “ condudt 
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‘‘ conduct and managing of affairs there, was ftill in 
“ this kingdom, notwithftanding Ilis Majefty’s ear- 
“ neftnefs expreffed, that lie fliould repair to iiis com- 
mand : and when he confidered the many and great 
“ fcandals raifcd upon himfelf by report of the rebels, 
and not fufficicntly difcountenanced here, notwith- 
ftanding fo many profeiTions of his Majcfty ; and 
“ had feen a book, lately printed by the order of the 
‘‘ Houfe of Commons, intitled a Jlemonftrance of di- 
“ Ters remarkable PafTages concerning the Church 
and Kingdom of Ireland, wherein fome examina- 
“ tions were fet down, (how improbable or impoffible 
“ foever), which might make an irapreflion in the 
“ minds of many of his weak fubjedts : and, laftly, 

“ when he had duly weighed the dilhonour that 
would perpetually lie upon this kingdom, if full and 
“ fpeedy relief were not difpatched thither ; his Ma- 
jefty could not think of a better way to difeharge 
“ his duty to Almighty God, for the defence of the 
true Proteftant religion, or to matiifeft his afFeftion 
“ to his three kingdoms, for their prefervation, than 
by engaging his perfon in that expedition, as many 
‘‘ of his royal progenitors had done, even in foreign 
“ parts, upon caufes of lefs importance and piety, with 
“ great honour to themfelves, and advantage to this 
*• kingdom. And therefore he expedted at leaft 
“ thanks for fuch his inclination. 

“ For the danger to his perfon, he faid, he con- 
“ ceived it neceflary, and worthy of a King, to ad- 
“ venture his life to preferve his kingdoms ; neither 
could it be imagined, that he would fit ftill, and 
“ fuffer his kingdoms to be loft, and his. good Pro- 
“ teftant fubjefts to be maflacred, without expofing 
his own perfon to the utmoft hazard for their re- 

“ lief 
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lief and prefervation ; his life, when it was moft 
“ pleafant, being nothing fo precious to him, as it was, 

“ and fhould be, to govern and preferve his people 
“ with honour and juftice. 

“ For any encouragement to the rebels, becaufe of 
“ the reports they raifed, he faid, he could not con- 
“ ceive, that the rebels were capable of a greater ter- 
“ ror, than by the prefence of their lawful King, in 
“ the head of an army, to chaftife them. Befides, 
it would be an unfpeakable advantage to them, if 
“ any report of theirs could hinder him from doing 
“ any thing, which were fit for him to do, if fuch 
“ report were not raifed ; that would quickly teach 
them, *in this jealous age, to prevent, by fuch re- 
ports, any other perfons coming againft them, whorp 
“ they had no mind fhould be employed. 

He told them, that he marvelled, that the adven- 
“ turers, whofe advantage was a principal motive (next 
the reafons before mentioned) to him, fhould fo 
“ much miftake his purpofe ; whpfe intereft he con- 
“ ceived muft be much improved by the expedition 
“ he hoped, by God’s bleffing, to ufe in that fervice ; 
“ that being the moft probable way for the fpeedy 
*' conqueft of the rebels, their lands were fufiiciently 
“ fecured by aft of Parliament. 

“ He told him, he thought himfelf not kindly ufed, 
“ that the addition of fo few men to their levies (for 
“ a guard to his perfon in Ireland) fhould be thought 
“ fit for their refufal ; and much more, that having 
“ ufed fo many cautions in that meffage, both in the 
“ fmallnefs of the number ; in his having raifed none, 
until their anfwer ; in their being to be raifed only 
“ near the place of fhipping ; in their being there to 
be armed, and that not till they were ready to be 

“ fhipped ; 
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“ fhipped ; in the provifion, by the oaths, that none 
‘‘ of them fhould be Papifts (all which were fufficient 
“ to deftroy all grounds of jealoufy of any force in- 
“ tended by them in oppolition to the Parliament, 
“ or favour to any malignant party) any fufpicion 
“ fhould, notwithftanding, be grounded upon it. 

“ Neither, he faid, could it be underftood, that, 
“ when he recommended the managing of that war 
to them, he intended to exclude himfelf, or not to 
“ be concerned in their counfels, that if he found any 
“ expedient, (which, in his confcience and under- 
“ ftanding, he thought nccefTary for that great work), 
‘‘ he might not put it in practice. He told them, he 
“ looked upon them as his great council, v?hofe ad- 
“ vice he always had, and would, with great regard 
“ and deliberation, weigh and confider: but he looked 
“ upon himfelf as neither deprived of his underftand- 
‘‘ ing, or divefted of any right he had, if there were 
‘‘ no Parliament fitting. He faid, he called them 
“ together by his own writ and authority (without 
which they could not have met) to give him faith- 
“ fill counfel about his great affairs ; but he religned 
“ not up his own intereft and freedom ; he never 
“ fubjedled himfelf to their abfolute determination ; 
“ he had always weighed their counfels, as proceeding 
“ from a body entrufted by him; and when he had dif- 
“ fented from them, he had returned them the reafons, 
“ which had prevailed with his confcience and under- 
“ ftanding, with that candour, whicli a prince fhould 
“ life towards his fubjetfts; and that afi'edtion, which 
“ a father could exprefs to his children. What ap- 
“ plication had been ufed to redtify his underftand- 
“ ing by reafons, or what motives had been given to 
“ perfuade his affedions, he would leave all the world 

“ to 
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" to judge. And then, he faid, he muft tell them, 
howfocver a major part might bind them in mat- 
“ ter of opinion, he held himfelf (and he was fure the 
“ law and conftitution of the kingdom had always 
“ held the fame) as free to diflent, till his rcafon 
was convinced for tlie general good, as if they had 
“ delivered no opinion. 

“ For his journey itfelf, he told them the circum- 
fiances of their petition were fuch,as he knew not well 
“ what anfwer to return, or whether he were befi to 
“ give any ; that part which pretended to carry reafon 
with it did no way fatisfy him ; the other, whicli 
was rather reprehenfion and menace, than advice, 
“ could not fiagger him. His anfwer therefore was, 
“ that he Ihould be very glad to find the work of 
“ Ireland fo eafy as they feemed to think it ; whicli 
did not fo appear by any thing known to him, when 
“ he fent his melfage : and though he would never 
refufe, or be unwilling, to venture his perfon for the 
“ good and fafety of his people, he was not fo weary 
“ of his life, as to hazard it impertinently; and there- 
“ fore, fince they feemed to have received advertife- 
“ ments of fome late and great fuccefles in that king- 
“ dom, he would fiay fome time to fee the event of 
“ thofe, and not purfue his refolution till he had 
“ given them a fecond notice : but if he found tJie 
“ miferable condition of his poor fubjedls of that 
“ kingdom were not fpeedily relieved, he would, with 
“ God’s aflifiance, vifit them with fuch fuccours as 
“ his particular credit and intcreft could fupply him 
“ with, if they refufed to join with him. And he 
“ doubted not but the levies hefhould make (in which 
“ he would obferve punctually the former, and all other 
cautions, as might befi prevent all fears and jea- 

“ loufies i 
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“ louf5es ; and to ufe no power but what was legal) 
“ would be fo much to the fatisfadlion of his fubjefts, 
“ as no pcrfon would dare prefume to refifl- his com- 
“ mands ; and if they fliould, at their peril be it. 
“ In the mean time, he hoped his forwardnefs, fo re- 
“ markable to that fervice, lliould be notorious to all 
“ the world ; and that all fcandals, laid on him in 
“ that bufinefs, fhould be clearly wiped away. 

“ He told them, he had been fo careful that his 
“ journey into Ireland fhould not interrupt the pro- 
ceedings of Parliament, nor deprive his fubjefts 
“ of any adfs of juftice, or further afts of grace for 
“ the real benefit of his people, that he had made a 
free offer of leaving fucli power behind, as fhould 
“ not only be neceflary for the peace and fafety of 
“ the kingdom, but fully provide for the happy pro- 
grefs of the Parliament: and therefore he could not 
“ but wonder, lince fuch power had been always left 
“ here, by commiflion, for the government of this 
kingdom, when his progenitors had been out of the 
“ fame, during the fitting of Parliaments ; and fince 
“ themfelves dehred that fuch a power might be left 
“ here by his Majefty, at his laft going into Scotland ; 

what law of the land they had now found to dif- 
“ penfe with them from fubmitting to fuch authority, 
“ legally derived from him, in his abfence ; and to 
“ enable them to govern the kingdom by their own 
“ mere authority. 

“ For his return to London, he faid, he had given 
“ them fo full anfwers in his late declaration, and an- 
‘‘ fwers that he knew not what to add to, if they 
** would not provide for his fecurity with them, nor 
“ agree to remove to another place, where there might 
** not be the fame danger to his Majefty. He told 

“ them. 
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them, he expected, that (fince he had been fo par- 
ticular in the caufes and grounds of his fears) they 
“ Ihould have fent him word, that they had publifhed 
“ fuch declarations againft future tumults and unlaw- 
“ fui aflemblies, and taken fuch courfes for the fup- 
“ preffing feditious pamphlets and fermons, that his 
“ fears of that kind might be laid afide, before they 
“ fhould prefs his return. 

“ To conclude, he told them, he could wifh, that 
they would, with the fame ftriilnefs and feverity, 
“ weigh and examine their meflCages and expreffions 
to him, as they did thofe they received from him. 
“ For he was very confident, that if they examined 
“ his rights and privileges, by what his predeceffors 
“ had enjoyed ; and their own addrefies, by the ufual 
“ courfes obferved by their anceftors ; they would 
find many expreffions in that petition, warranted 
** only by their own authority ; which indeed he for- 
bore to take notice of, or to give anfwer to, left he 
“■ fhould be tempted, in a juft indignation, to exprefs 
“ a greater paffion, than he was yet willing to put 
“ on. God in his good time, he hoped, would fo in- 
“ form the hearts of all his fubjedls, that he fhould 
“ recover from the mifehief and danger of that dif- 
“ temper ; on whofe good pleafure, he faid, he would 
“ wait with all patience and humility,” 

From this time the purpofe was never refumed 
of his Majefty’s perfonal expedition into Ireland, 
and fo they were freed from that apprehenfion. The 
truth is, that counfel for his Majefty’s journey into 
Ireland was very fuddenly taken, and communicated 
to very few, without confideration of the objedfions, 
that would naturally arife againft it ; and was rather 
refplved as a probable ftratagem, to compofe the two 

Houfes 
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Houfes to a better temper and fobriety, upon the ap- 
prehenlion of the King’s abfence from them, and the 
inconveniences that might thence enfue, than fuffici- 
entiy conlidered and digefted for execution. For none 
were more violent againft it than they who ferved the 
King moft faithfully in the Houfes ; who, in the 
King’s abfence, and after fuch a grant of the militia, 
as was then offered, looked upon themfelves as facri- 
ficed to the pride and fury of thofe, whofe inclina- 
tions and temper had begot the confufions they 
complained of. But if it had been fo duly weighed 
and confulted, and men fo difpofed, that it might 
have been executed, and the King had taken a fit 
council and retinue about him, it would at that time 
have been no hard matter fpeedily to have reduced 
Ireland ; and, by the reputation and authority of that, 
the other two kingdoms might have been contained 
within their proper bounds; But, as it fell out, the 
overture proved difadvantageous to the King, and 
gave the other party new caufe of triumph, that they 
had plainly threatened him out of what he pretended 
'to have firmly refolved to do ; which difadvantage 
was improved by the other propolition, that attended 
it, concerning the militia. For the bill, fent by the 
King' upon that argument, brought the bulinefs again 
into debate ; and, though nothing was concluded 
upon it, the King was a lofer by the propolition, 
though not fo much as he feared he Ihould have 
been, when he faw his journey into Ireland defperate; 
upon the fuppofition of which, he had only made 
that tender. 

The bill fent by the King, and preferred to the 
Houfe of Peers, by the Attorney General, granted the 
militia, for one year, to the perfons firll nominated 

by 
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by the Houfes in their ordinances to his Majcfty ; 
and made thofe perfons, in the execution oF that 
truft, fubjeft to the authority of his Majefty and the 
two Houfes jointly, whilft his Majefty was within the 
kingdom ; and, in his abfence, of the two Houfes only. 

What alterations and amendments they made in it 
before they returned it again for the royal aflenf, 
will beft appear by the King’s anfwer, which he 
fent to them at the time of his refufal to pafs it ; 
which was, 

“ That he had, witli great deliberation and patience, Majef- 
“ weighed and conftdered (as it concerned him mpehrasetobotu 
“ to weigh the confequences of every law before he 
pafled it) their bill lately fent to him for the^™“'”'”s 
“fettling the militia; and though it had not been 
“ ufual to give any reafon for the refufal to pals ariymiima. 

“ bill, it being abfolutcly in his power to pafs, or not 
“ to pafs any a6l fent to him, if he conceived it pre- 
“ judicial to himfelf, or inconvenient to his fubjeefts, 

“ for whom he was trufted, and muft one day give an 
“ account ; yet, in that bufinefs of the militia, which, 

“ being mlfunderftood amongft his good fubjedfs, 

“ had been ufed as an argument, as if he were not 
“ vigilant enough for the public fafety, and left he 
“ Ihould be thought lefs conftant in his refolutions, 
and that bill to be the fame he had fent to them, he 
“ thought fit to give them, and all the world, particu- 
“ lar fatisfaiftion, why he could not, ought not, muft 
not pafs that bill, being the firft public bill he had 
“ refufed this Parliament : and therefore, he told 
“ them, he muft complain, th;it having exprefted 
“ himfelf fo clearly and particularly to them in that 
“ point, they fhould prefs any thing upon him, which 
“ they could not but forefee he muft refufe ; except 

“ he 
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he departed from thofe refolutions, grounded upon 
*• fo much rcafon, he had to earneftly before ac- 
“ quainted them with, and agaipft which they had 
“ not given one argument to fatiafy his judgment. 

“ He told thenl, he was pleafed they had declined 
“ the unwarrantable courfe of their ordinance, (to thrf 
“ which, he was confident, his good fubjedts would 
never have yielded their confent), and chofen that 
“ only right way of ilppofing upon the people, which 
“ he would liave allowed but for the reafons following: 

“ He faid, he had refufed to confent to their ordi- 
“ nance, as for other things, fo for that the power 
was put into the perfons nominated therein by di^ 
reftion of both Houfes of Parliament, excluding 
his Majefty from any power in the difpofition or 
*‘ execution of it together with them : he had then 
“ advifcd them, for many reafons, that a bill Ihould 
*' be prepared ; and after, in his anfwer of the afith 
“ of March to the petition of both Houfes, he had 
“ told them, if fuch a bill ftiould be prepared with 
that due regard to his Majefty, and care of his 
“ people, in the limitation of the power, and other cir- 
“ cumftances, he Ihduld recede from nothing he for* 
“ merly expreffed. 

“ What paffed (enough- to have difeouraged him 
** from being further fplicitous in that argument) 
" after his full and gracious anftvers, he was content 
“ to forget. When he refolved on his journey into 
“ Ireland, fo that, by reafon of his abfence, there 
“ might be no want of fettling that power ; befideS 
‘‘ complpng with their fears, he fent, together with 
a meflage of that his purpofe, a bill for fettling the 
power for a year ; hoping in that time to return to 
them, and being fure that, in much Icfs time, they 

“ might 
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“ might do the bulinefs, for which at firft they 
“ feemed to defire this ; which was, that they might 
“ fecurely confider his meflage of the 20th of Ja- 
“ nuary laft. By that bill, which he fent, he con- 
“ fented to thofe names they propofed in their ordi- 
“ nance, and to the limitation of the power; provided, 
“ that himfelf fhould not be able to execute any thing 
“ but by their advice ; and, when he fhould be out of 
“ the kingdom, the foie execution to be in them ; 
“ with many other things, of fo arbitrary and uncir- 
“ cumfcribed a power, that he fhould not have con- 
“ fented to, but with reference to the abfence of his 
“ own perfon out of the kingdom ; and thought it 
“ the more fufferable, in refpedf the time was but for 
“ a yeaf. Whether that bill, they had feift to him to 
“ pafs, were the fame, the world would judge. 

“ He faid, they had by that bill tendered to his 
Majeflry, without taking notice of him, put the 
“ power of the whole kingdom, the life and liberties 
“ of the fubjetfls of all degrees and qualities, into the 
“ hands of particular men, for two years. He afked 
“ them, if they could imagine he would truft fuch an 
abfolute power in the hands of particular perfons, 
“ wdiich he had refufed to commit to both Houfes 
of Parliament ? Nay, if the power itfelf were not 
“ too abfolute, too unlimited, to be committed into 
“ any private hands ? Whether Sir John Hotham’s 
“ high infolence fhewed him not, what he might ex- 
“ pe<ft from an exorbitant legal power, when he, by 
“ a power not warrantable by law% durft venture upon 
“ a treafonable difobedience ? But his Majefty would 
“ willingly know, and indeed fuch an account in or- 
“ dinary civility, he faid, he might have expefted, 
“ why he was, by that aft, abfolutely excluded from 
VOL. I. p. 2. 3 K “ any 
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" any power, or authority, in tlie execution of the 
“ militia. He faid, fure their fears and jealoulies were 
" not of fucli a nature, as were capable of no other 
“ remedy, than by leaving him no power in a point 
“ of the greateft importance ; in which God, and the 
“ law, had trufted him folely, and which he had 
“ been contented to lhare with them by his own bill, 
“ by putting it, and a greater, into the hands of parti- 
“ cular fubjecSls. He alked them, what all Chriftian 
“ princes would think of him after he had palled fuch 
“ a bill ? How they would value his fovereignty ? 
“ And yet, he faid, fure his reputation with foreign 
“ princes was fome ground of their fecurity. Nay, he 
“was confident, by that time they had •throughly 
“ conlidered the poffible confequence of that bill, 
“ upon themfelves, and the reft of his good fubjecfts, 
“ they would all give him thanks for not confenting 
“ to it ; finding their condition, if it fhould have 
“ pafled, would not have been fo pleafing to them, 
“ He told them, he hoped that animadverfion would 
be no breach of their privileges. In that throng of 
“ bufinefs and diftemper of affections, it was poffible, 
“ fecond thoughts might prefent fomewhat to their 
“ confiderations, which efcaped them before. 

“ He remembered them, that he had paflTed a bill 
“ this Parliament, at their entreaty, concerning the 
“ captives of Algiers, and waved many objections of 
“ his own to the contrary, upon information that the 
“ bufinefs had been many months confidered by them ; 
“ whether it proved fuitable to their intentions, or 
“ whether they had not, by fome private orders, 
“ fufpended that act of Parliament upon view of the 
** miftakes, themfelves beft knew ; as likewife, what 
“ other great alterations they had made upon other 

“ bills. 
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“ bills, palTecl this feflion. He told them, he could 
“ not pafs over the putting their names out of that 
“ bill, whom before they had recommended to him in 
“ their ordinance, not thinking fit, it feemed, to truft 
thofe who would obey no guide but the law of the 
“ land, (he imagined they would not wifh he Ihould in 
“ his eftimation of others follow that their rule), and 
“ the leaving out, by fpecial provifion, the prefent 
Lord Mayor of London, as a perfon in their disfa- 
“ vour ; whereas, he faid, he muft tell them, his de- 
“ meanourhad been fuch, that the city, and the whole 
“ kingdom, was beholding to him for his example. 

“ To conclude, he faid, he did not find himfelf 
“ pofTefl'ed of fuch an excefs of power, that it was 
“fit to transfer, or confent it fliould be in other 
“ perfons, as was directed by that bill ; and therefore 
“ he fhould rely upon that royal right and jurifdic- 
“ tion, which God and the law had given him, for 
“ the fupprefling of rebellion, and refifting foreign 
“ invafion ; which had preferved the kingdom in the 
“ time of all his anceftors, and which he doubted 
“ not but he fhould be able to execute. And, not 
more for his own honour and right, than for the 
“ liberty and fafety of his people, he could not con- 
“ fent to pafs that bill.” 

Though no fober man could deny the reafonable- 
nefs of that anfwer, and that there was indeed fo 
great a difference between the bill fent by his Ma- 
jefly, and that prefented to him from the two Houfes, 
that it could not fobedy be imagined he would con- 
fent to it ; yet, it had been better for his Majefty, 
that the firft overture from himfelf had never been 
made ; it giving new life, fpirit, and hopes to them ; 
and they making the people believe (who underftood 
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not the difference, and knew not that the King’s plea- 
fure, lignified by both Houfes of Parliament, was in ef- 
feft the pleafure of both Houfes without the King) that 
his Majefty now refufed to confent to what himfelf 
had offered and propofed ; whilft his own party (for 
fo thofe begun now to be called, who preferved their 
duty and allegiance entire) was as much troubled to 
find fo fovereign a power of the Crown offered to be 
parted with to the two Houfes, as was tendered to 
them by the King’s own bill ; and that it was poffible 
for his Majefty to recede from his firmed: refolves, 
even in a point, that would not naturally admit of the 
lead: divifion, or diminution. 

The King, being well pleafed that he had gone 
through one of his refylutions, and not much troubled 
at the anger it Iiad produced, and fiading his court 
full of perfons of quality of the country, who made all 
exprelTions of aftetftion and duty, which they thought 
would be mod; acceptable to him, refolved to under- 
take another enterprize, which was of more impor- 
tance, and which in truth was the foie motive of his 
journey into thofe parts. The great magazine of arms 
and ammunition, which was left upon the difbanding 
the army, remained ftill at Hull, and was a nobler 
proportion than remained in the Tower of London, 
or all other his Majefty’s ftores ; and there had 
been formerly a purpofe to have fecured the fame 
by the Earl of Newcaftle’s prefence there, which had 
been difappointed, as hath been before mentioned, 
and Sir John Hotham fent thither to look to it ; who 
was now there only with one of the companies of the 
Trained Bands : and fo the King refolved that he would 
himfelf make a journey thither, with his own ufual 
train ; and being there, that he would ftay there, till 
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he had fecured tlie place to him. This was his pur- 
pofe ; which he concealed to that degreCj that very 
few about him knew any thing of it. 

As foon as it was known that his Majefty meant to 
refide in York, it was ealily fufpe^led, that he had 
an eye upon that magazine ; and therefore they made 
an order in both Iloufes, “ That the magazine Hiould 
*' be removed from Hull to the Tower and Ihips 
were making ready for the tranfportation ; fo that his 
Majefty could no longer defer the execution of what 
he defigned. And, Jbeing perfuaded, by fome who 
believed themfelves, that, if he went thither, it would 
neither be in Sir John Hotham’s will, nor in his 
power, to keep him out of that town ; and that, being 
poUell’ed of fo confiderable a poft, and of the maga- 
zine there, he Ihould find a better temper towards a 
modefi: and dutiful treaty ; his Majefty took the op- 
portunity of a petition prefented to him by the gen- 
tlemen of Yorkftiire, (who in truth were much troubled 
at the order for removing the magazine from Hull ; 
and were ready to appear in any thing for his fervice), 
in which “ they drared him to caft his eye and 
“ thoughts upon the fafety of his own perfon, and 
“ his princely ilfue, and that whole county ; a great 
“ means whereof, they faid, did confift in the arms 
“ and ammunition at Hull, placed there by his prince- 
“ ly care and charge ; and fince, upon general appre- 
“ henfions of dangers from foreign parts, thought fit 
“ to be continued ; knd they did very earneftly be- 
“ feech him, that he would take fuch courfe, that 
“ it might ftill remain there, for the better fecur- 
“ ing thofe, and the reft of the northern parts.” 
Hereupon, he refolved to go thither himfelf; and, 
the night before, he fent his fon the Duke of York, 
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who was lately arrived from Richmond, accompanied 
with the Prince Eledfor, thither, with forne other 
perfons of honour ; who knew no more, than that it 
was a journey given to the pleafure and curiohty of 
the Duke. Sir John Hotham received them with 
that duty and civility that became him. The next 
morning early, the King took horfe from York ; and, 
atterided with two or three hundred of his fervants, 
and gentlemen of the country, rode thither; and, when 
he came within a mile of the town, fenta gentleman to 
Sir John Hotham, “ to let him know that the King 
“ would that day dine with him with which he was 
ftrangely furprifed, or feemed to be fo. 

The man was of a fearful nature, and perplexed 
underftanding, and could better refolve upon deliber- 
ation than on a fudden ; and many were of opinion, that 
if he had been prepared dexteroufly beforehand, and 
in confidence, he w'ould have conformed to the King's 
pleafure ; for he was mafter of a noble fortune in 
land, and rich in money ; of a very ancient family, 
and well allied; his affedVions to the government 
very good ; and no man lefs delired to fee the nation 
involved in a civil war, than he : and, when he ac- 
cepted this employment from the Parliament, he 
never imagined it would engage him in rebellion ; 
but believed, that the King would find it neceflary to 
comply with the advice of his tw^o Houfes ; and that 
the preferving that magazine from being poflelfed by 
him, would likewife prevent any polfible rupture into 
arms. He was now in great confufion ; and calling 
fome of the chief magiftrates, and other officers, to- 
gether to confult, they perfuaded him, not to fuffer 
the King to enter into the town. And his Majefl-y 
coming within an hour after his meflenger, found the 

gates 
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gates fhut, and the bridges drawn, and the walls 
manned ; all things being in a readinel's for the re- 
ception of an enemy. Sir John llotham himfelf from 
the w'alls, with feveral profellions of duty, and many 
expreffions of fear, telling his Majefty, “ that he durll 
“ not open the gates, being trufted by the Parlia- 
“ ment the King told him, “ that he believed he 
“ had no order from the Parliament to Ihut the gates 
“ againft him, or to keep him out of the town,” He 
replied, “ that his train was fo great, that if it were 
“ admitted, he fhould not be able to give a good 
“ account of the town.” Whereupon the King of- 
fered “ to enter with twenty horfe only, and that the 
“ reft fhould ftay without.” The which the. other 
refilling, the King delired him “ to come to him, 
“ that he might confer with him, upon his princely 
word of fafety, and liberty to return.” And when 
he excufed himfelf likewife from that, his Majefty 
told him, “ that as this a<ft of his w'as unparalleled, 
“ fo it would produce fome notable eft'edl ; that it 
“ was not pollible for him to lit down by fuch an in- 
“ dignity, but that he would in:\mediately proclaim 
“ him traitor, and proceed againft him as fuch ; 
“ that this difobedience of his would probably bring 
“ many miferies upon the kingdom, and much lofs of 
“ blood ; all which might be prevented, if life ^er- 
“ formed the duty of a fubjeift ; and therefore ad- 
vifed him to think fadly of it, and to prevent the 
“ necefl'ary growth of fo many calamities, which mull 
“ lie all upon his confcience.” The gentleman, with 
much diftradtion in his looks, talked confufedly of 
the “ truft he had from the Parliament;” then fell 
on his knees, and wilhed, “ that God would bring 
“ confulion upon him, and his, if he were not a loyal 
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“ and faithful fubjeA to his Majefty;” but, in conclu- 
lion, plainly denied to fuffer his Majefty to come into 
the town. Whereupon, the King caufed him im- 
mediately to be proclaimed a traitor ; which the 
other received with fome expreffions of undutifulnefs 
and contempt. And fo the King, after the Duke of 
York, and the Prince Eledlor, with their retinue, 
were come out of the town, where they were kept 
fome hours, was forced to retire that night to Be- 
verly, four miles from that place ; and the next 
day returned to York, full of trouble, and indigna- 
tion for the affront he had received ; which he fore- 
faw would produce a very great deal of mifchief. 

The King's The- King fent an exprefs to the two Houfes with a 
the*two'° meflage, declaring what hadpafl'ed; and, “ that Sir 
iioufes tc John Hotham had iuftiffed his treafon and difloyalty, 
Hull. “ by pretence of an order and truft from them ; 

which as he could not produce, fo, his Majefty was 
“ confident, they would not own ; but would be 
“ highly fenfible of the fcandal he had laid upon 
“ them, as well as of his difloyalty to his Majefty. 

And therefore he .demanded juftice of them againft 
“ him, according to law.” The Houfes had heard before 
of the King’s going out of York thither, and were in 
terrible apprehenflon that he had pofleffed himfelf of 
the |p#h ; and that Sir John Hotham, (for they were 
not confident of him, as of a man of their own faith), 
by promifes or menaces, had given up the place to him ; 
and, with this apprehenflon, they were exceedingly 
dejefted : but when they heard the truth, and found 
that Hull was ftill in their hands, they were equally 
exalted, magnifying their trufty governor’s faith, and 
fidelity againft the King. In the mean time, the gen- 
tlemen of the North exprelTed a marvellous fi^nfe and 
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paffion on his Majcfty’s behalf ; and offered to raife 
the force of the county to take the town by force. 

But the King chofe, for many reafons, to fend again 
to the Houfes another melfage, in which he told 
them, 

“ That he was fo much concerned in the undutiful ••'s 

ty*s Iccond 

“ affront (an indignity all his good fubjefts muft dif- m efface to 
“ dain in his behalf) he had received from Sir Johnnou^ 

“ Hotham at Hull, that he was impatient till he (“uu"""'*’ 
“ received juftice from them ; and was compelled 
“ to call again for an anfwer, being confident, how- 
“ ever they had been fo careful, though without his 
“ confent, to put a garrifon into that his town, to fe- 
“ cure it, and his magazine againft any attempt of 
“ the Papifis, that they never intended to difpofe, and 
“ maintain it againft him, their fovereign. Therefore 
“ he required them forthwith (for the bufinefs would 
“ admit no delay) to take fome fpeedy courfe, that his 
“ faid town and magazine might be immediately de- 
“ livered up unto him; and that fuch fevere exemplary 
“ proceedings fhould be againft thofe perfons, who 
“ had offered that infupportable affront and injury to 
“ him, as by the law was provided ; and, till that 
“ fhould be done, he would intend no bufinefs what- 
“ foever, other than the bufinefs of Ireland. For, he 
“ faid, if he were brought into a condition fo much 
" worfe than any of his fubjedVs, that, whilft they all 
“ enjoyed their privileges, and might not have their 
“ pofl'eflions difturbed, or their titles queftioned, he 
“ only might be fpoiled, thrown out of his towns, and 
“ his goods taken from him, it was time to examine 
“ how he had loft thofe privileges ; and to try all 
“ poflible ways, by the help of God, the ’law of the 
“ land, and the affedlion of his good fubjeefts, to re- 
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“ cover them, and to vindicate himfelf from thofe in- 
juries; and, if he Ihould mifcarry therein, he fhould 
be the firft prince of this kingdom, which had 
done fo, having no other end but to defend the 
“ true Proteftant religion, the law of the land, and the 
“ liberty of the fubjeft ; and he delired God fo to deal 
“ with him, as he continued in thofe refolutions.” 

Inftead of any anfwer to his Majefty upon thefe 
two meffages, or fadly confidering how this breach 
might be made up, they immediately publifh (to- 
gether with a declaration of their former jealoulies of 
the Papifts ; of the malignant party ; of the Lord 
Digby’s letter intercepted ; of the Earl of Newcaftle’s 
being fent thither, upon which they had firft fent 
down a governor, and put a garrifon into Hull) 
feveral votes and refolutions, by which they declared, 
“ That Sir John Hotham had done nothing but in 
“ obedience to the command of both Houfes of Par- 
“ liament, and that the declaring of him a traitor, 
“ being a Member of the Iloufe of Commons, was a 
high breach of the privilege of Parliament, and, 
“ being without due procefs of law, was againft the 
“ liberty of the fubjcdl, and againft the law of the 
“ land/’ 

And hearing at the fame time, that a letter, coming 
from Hull to them the night after the King’s being 
there, had been intercepted by fome of his Majefty’s 
fervants, they declared, “ that all fuch intercepting 
“ of any letters fent to them, was a high breach of 
" the privilege of Parliament, which by the laws of the 
“ kingdom, and the proteftation, they were bound to de- 
“ fend with their lives, and their fortunes, and to bring 
“ the violator thereof to condign puniftiment.” Then 
the) ordered, that the Shcrift's and Juftices of the peace 
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of the counties of York and Lincoln, and all others 
his Majefty’s officers, ffiould fupprefs all forces, that 
ffiould be raifcd or gathered together in thofc counties, 
either to force the town of Hull, or flop the paflages 
to and from the fame, or in any other way to difturb 
the peace of the kingdom. All which votes, orders, 
and declarations, being printed, and diligently dif- 
perfed throughout the kingdom before any addrefs 
made to his Majefty in anfwer of his meflages, and 
coming to his view, the King publiffied an anfwer 
to thofe votes and declarations, in which he faid : 

“ Since his gracious meflages to both Houfes ofiiisMajrf. 
“ Parliament, demanding juftice for the high and lo the*dc-" 
“ unheard of affront offered unto him, at the ^tes off„j*^o°'es 
“ Hull, by Sir John Hotham, were not thought 
“ worthy of an anfwer; but that, inftead thereof, they 
“ had thought fit, by their printed votes, to own and 
“ avow that unparalleled atfl; to be done in obedience 
“ to the command of both Houfes of Parliament, 
(though at that time he could produce no fuch 
“ command), and, with other refolutions againft his 
“ proceedings there, to publifh a declaration concern- 
“ ing that bulinefs, as an appeal to the people, and as 
“ if their Intercourfe with his Majefty, and for-his fa- 
“ tisfadlion, were now to no more purpofe ; though 
“ he knew that courfe of theirs to be very unfuitablc 
“ to the modefty and duty of former times, and un- 
warrantable by any precedents, but what themfelves 
“ had made ; yet, he was not unwilling to join ifl'uc 
“ with them in that way, and to let all the world 
“ know, how neceflary, juft, and lawful all his pro- 
“ ceedings had been in that point, and that the 
“ defence of thofe proceedings was the defence 
“ of the law of the land, of the liberty, and pro- 
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“ perty of the fubjedf ; and that by the fame rule of 
“ juftice, which was now olFered to him, all the pri- 
“ vate intereft and title of all his gbod fubjeAs to all 
“ their lands and goods was confounded and deftroyed. 
“ He remembered them, that Mr. Pym had faid m 
“ his fpeech againft the Earl of Strafford, (which was 
“ publifhed by order of the Commons’ Houfe), the 
law is the fafeguard, the cuftody of all private in- 
“ tcreft ; your honours, your lives, your liberties, and 
“ eftates are all in the keeping of the law ; without 
“ this every man hath a like right to any thing. And 
“ he faid, he would fain be anfwered what title any 
“ fubjeft of his kingdom had to his houfe and land, 
“ that he had not to his town Of Hull ? or what right 
“ any fubjeft had to his money, plate, or jewels, that 
“ his Majefty had not to his magazine and munition 
" there ? If he had ever fuch a title, he faid he would 
“ know, when he loft it ? And if that magazine and 
“ munition, bought with his own money, were ever 
“ his, when and how that property went out of him ? 
“ He very well knew the great and unlimited power 
“ of a Parliament ; but he knew as well, that it was 
“ only in that fenfe, as he was a part of that Parlia- 
“ ment*; without him, and againft his confent, the 
“ votes of either or both lloufes together muft not, 
“ could not, fhould not (if he could help it, for his 
“ fubjetfts’ fake, as well as his own) forbid any thing 
“ that was enjoined by the law, or enjoin any thing 
“ that was forbidden by the law. But in any fuch 
‘‘ alteration, which might be for the peace and hap- 
“ pinefs of the kingdom, he had not, fhould not re- 
“ fufe to confent. And he doubted not, but that all 
^ his good fubjeds would eafily difcern, in what a 
“ miferable infecurity and confufion they muft ne- 
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“ ceflarily and inevitably be, if defcents might be al- 
“ tered ; purchafes avoided ; aflurances and conv^ey- 
“ ances cancelled ; the fovereign legal authority de- 
fpifed, and rehfted by votes, or orders of either or 
" both Houfes. And this, he faid, he Was fare, was his 
“ cafe at Hull j and as it was his this day, by the 
fame rule, it might be theirs to-morrow. 

“ Againft any defperate defign of the Papifts, of 
“ which they difcourfed fo much, he had fufficiently 
“ exprefled his zeal, and intentions ; and fhould be 
“ as forward to adventure his own life and fortune, to 
“ oppofe any fuch defigns, as the meaneft fubjedf in 
“ his kingdoms. 

“ For the malignant party, he faid, as the law had 
“ not, to his knowledge, defined their condition, fo 
“ neither Houfe had prefented them to his Majefty, 
“ under fuch a notion, as he might well underftand, 
“ whom they intended ; and he fhould therefore only 
“ enquire after and avoid the malignant party, under 
“ the chara6Ver of p^fons difafFedled to the peace and 
“ government of the kingdom, and fuch who, negledf- 
“ ing and defpifing the law of the land, had given 
“ themfelves other rules to walk by, and fo difpenfed 
“ with their obedience to authority; of thofe perfons, 
“ as deftrudf ive to the commonwealth, he Ihould take 
“ all poffible caution. 

“ Why any letters intercepted from the Lord 
“ Digby, wherein he mentioned a retreat to a place 
of fixfety, Ihould hinder him from vifiting his own 
“ fort, and how he had oppofed any ways of accom- 
modation with his Parliament, and what ways and 
“ overtures had been offered in any way, or like any 
“ defire of fuch accommodation ; or whether his 
“ meffage of the twentieth of January laft, fo often 
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“ in vain prefled by him, had not fufficiently ex- 
“ preli'ed his earneft defire of it, he faid, all the world 
“ Ihould judge ; neither was it in the power of any 
“ perfons to incline him to take arms againft his Par- 
“ liament, and • his good fubjedf s, and miferably to 
“ embroil the kingdom in civil wars. He had given 
“ fufficient evidence to the world how much his af- 
“ feftions abhorred, and how much his heart did 
“ bleed at, the apprehenfion of a civil war. And, he 
“ faid, God and the world mufi: judge, if his care and 
“ induftry were not, only to defend and protect the 
“ liberty of the fubje(5f, the law of the kingdom, his_ 
“ own juft rights, (part of that law), and his honour, 
“ much more precious than his life: and if, in oppofi- 
“ tion to thefe, any civil war fhould arife, upon whofe 
“ account the blood, and deftruiftion that muft follow, 
“ muft be caft : God, and his own confcience, told 
“ him, that he w'as clear. 

“ For Captain Leg’s being fent heretofore to Hull, 
“ or for the Earl of Newcaftle’s being fent thither by 
“ his warrant and authority, he faid, he had afleed 
“ a queftion long ago, in his anfwer to both Houfes 
“ concerning the magazine at Hull, which, he had 
“ caufe to think, was not eafy to be anfwered ; why 
“ the general rumour of the defign of Papifts, in the 
“ northern parts, fhould not be thought fufficient 
“ ground for his Majefty to put fuch a perfon of ho- 
“ nour, fortune, and unblemiffied reputation, as the 
“ Earl of Newcaftle was known to be, into a town 
“ and fort of his own, where his own magazine lay ; 
“ and yet the fame rumour be warrant enough to 
commit the fame town and fort, without his con- 
“ fent, to the hands of Sir John, Hotham, tvith fuch a 
power as was now too well known, and underftood ? 
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“ How his refufal to have- that magazine removed, 
“ upon the petition of both Hpufes, could give any 
“ advantage againft him, to have it taken from him, 
“ and whether it was a refufal, all men would eafily 
“ underftand, who read his anfwer to that petition ; 
“ to which it had not been yet thought lit to make 
“ any reply. 

“ For the condition of thofe perfons, who pre- 
“ fented the petition to him at York (whom that de- 
“ claration called, fome few ill-affe(fted perfons about 
“ the city of York) to continue the magazine at Hull; 
“ he faid, he made no doubt, but that petition would 
“ appear to be attefted, both in number and weight, 
“ by perfons of honour and integrity, and much more 
“ converfant with the alfedlions of the whole country, 
“ than moft of thofe petitions, which had been rc- 
“ ceived with fo much confent, and approbation. And 
“ for the prefumption of interpofing their advice, his 
“ Majefty the more wondered at that exception, when 
“ fuch encouragement had been given, and thanks 
“ declared to multitudes of mean, unknown people, 

apprentices, and porters, who had accompanied pe- 
“ titions of very ftrange natures. 

“ For the manner of his going to Hull, he faid, he 
“ had clearly fet forth the fame, in his melTage to 
“ both Houfes of that bulinefs ; and for any intelli- 
“ gence given to Sir John Hotham of an intention to 
“ deprive him of his life, as he knew there was no 
“ fuch intention in him, having given him all poffible 
“ affurance of the fame, at his being there, fo he wai 
“ confident, no fuch intelligence was given, or if it 
“ were, it was by fome villain, who had nothing but 
“ malice or defign to fright him from his due obe- 
“ dience ; and Sir John Hotham ha^ all the reafon to 
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“ affure himfelf, that his life would be in much more 
" danger by refilling to- admit his King into his own 
town and fort, than by yielding him that obedience, 
“ which he owed by his oaths of allegiance and fu- 
“ premacy, and the proteftation, which he knew was 
“ due and warrantable, by the laws of the land. For 
“ the number of his attendants, though that could be 
no warrant for fuch a difobedience in a fubjec^:, he 
faid, it was well known (as his Majefty had ex- 
“ prefled in his meffage to both Houfes, to which 
“ credit ought to have been given) that he offered to 
“ go into the town with twenty horfe only, his whole , 
“ train being unarmed ; and whofoever thought that 
“ too great an attendance for his Majefty and his 
“ two fons, had fure an intention to bring him to a 
“ meaner retinue, than they would yet avow. 

“ Here then, he faid, was his cafe, of which all the 
“ world fhould judge ; his Majefty endeavoured to 
“ vilit a town and fort of his own, wherein his own 
“ magazine lay : a fubjecft, in defiance of him, fhuts 
“ the gates againft him ; with armed men refills, de- 
“ nies, and oppofes his entrance ; tells him, in plain 
“ terms, he Ihould not come in. He faid, he did not 
“ pretend to underftand much law, yet, in. the point of 
“ treafon, he had had much learning taught him this 
“ Parliament ; and if the fenfe of the ftatute of the 
a5th year of Edward III. chap. 2 . were not very 
“ differing from the letter. Sir John Hotham’s aft 
was no lels than plain high treafon : and he had 
“ been contemptibly ftupid, if he had, after all thofe 
“ circumllances of grace and favour then Ihewed to 
“ him, made any' fcruple to proclaim him traitor. 
“ And whether were fo, or no, if he would render 
“ himfelf, his Majefty would require no other trial, 
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** than that which the law had appointed to every 
“ fubjecl, and which he was confident he had not, in 
“ the lead: degree, violated in thofe proceedings ; no 
“ more than he had done the privilege of Parliament, 
“ by endeavouring, jn a jufl: way, to challenge his 
“ own unqueftionablc privileges. So that, in I'uch a 
“ cafe, the declaring him traitor, being a member of 
“ the Houfe of Commons, without procefs of law, 
“ fliould be a breach of privilege of Parliament, (of 
“ which he was fure none extended to treafon, felony, 
“ or breach of peace), againft the liberty of the fub- 
“ jeft, or againft the law of the land, he muft have 
“ other reafons than bare votes. He faid, he would 
“ know if Sir John Hotham had, with the forces by 
“ which he kept him out of his town of Hull, pur- 
fued him to the gates of York, which he might as 
“ legally have done, whether his Majefty muft have 
“ ftaid from declaring him traitor till procefs of law 
“ might have ilTued againft him ? Would fears and 
“jealoufi.es difpenfe with ncceflary and real forms? 
“ And muft his Majefty, when acftual war is levied 
“ upon him, obferye forms which the law itfelf doth 
“ not enjoin ? The cafe, he faid, was truly ftated, 
“ let all the world judge (unlefs the mere fitting of a 
“ Parliament did fufpend all laws, and his Majefty 
“ was the only perfon in England againft whom irea- 
“ fon could not be committed) where the fault was ; 
“ and whatfoever courfe he Ihould be driven to for the 
“ vindication of that his privilege, and for the recove- 
“ ry and maintenance of his known undoubted rights, 
he doth promife, in the prefence of Almighty God, 
“ and as he hopes for his ble/fing in his fuccefs, that 
“ he would, to the utmoft of his p(Ver, defend and 
“ maintain the true Proteftant profcn|on, the law of 
voi... I. P.2. 3 F “ the 
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** the land* the liberty of the .fubjedl, and the jufl: 
privilege and freedom of Parliament. 

“ For the order of affiftance given to the commit- 
tees of both Houfes, concerning their going to Hull, 
he faid, he Ihould fay no more, but that thofe per-* 
“ fons, named in that order, he prefumed, would give 
“ no commands, or his good fubjedts obey Other, than 
what were warranted by the law, (how large and urt- 
“ limited foever the direftions are, or the inllrudlions 
“ might be), for to that rule he fhould apply liis own 
adlions, and by it require an account from other 
“ men ; and that all his good fubjedts might the bet- 
** ter know their duty in matters of this nature, he 
wilhed them carefully to perufe the ftatute of the 
‘‘ eleventh year of King Henry VIL ch. i. He faid, 
“ he would conclude with Mr. Pym’s own words : If 
“ the prerogative of the King overwhelm the liberty 
“ of the people, it will be turned to tyranny ; if li* 
“ berty undermine the prerogative, it would grow 
“ into anarchy, and fo into confufion.” 

Befides their declaration, votes, and orders in the 
juftification of Sir John Hotham, for his better en- 
couragement, and for a ground of his fon’s rehdence 
at Hull, in whom they had in truth a firmer confi- 
dence than in the father, they ordered, “ That if^ by 
“ any force or accident. Sir John Hotham Ihould lofe 
“ his life* or otherwife die in that fervice, that his 
fon fhould fucceed him in the governiticnt and 
having thus declared themfelves, they thought fit at 
iaft to fend fome particular anfwer to the King upon 
that bufinefs ; which they v/ere the rather inclined to 
do, that under tl'sit pretence they might fend down a 
committee of t|ieir own to refide at York ; whereby 
they might r^'eivc conftant aninaadverfions of what 

happened, 
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happened, and what was defigned, and their friends 
and dependents in that large, populous, and rich 
county, be the better confirmed in their afFe<ftions and 
devotions to them ; and, to that purpofe, they fent 
down the Lord Howard of Efcrigg, the Lord Fairfax, 

Sir Hugh Cholmly, (a faft friend to Sir John Ho- 
tham), Sir Philip Stapleton, who had likewife married 
Hotham’s daughter, and Sir Harry Cholmly, who pre-^ 
fented their anfwer in writing to his Majefty ; the 
which, being of a mould unufual, and a dialcdl higher 
and rougher than even themlelves had yet ufed, I 
have thought fit to infert in the fame words it was 
delivered ; thus : 

The mojl hunhle Anfwer of the Lords and Commons in 
Parliament to two McJJages from your Sacred Ma~ 
jejly concerning Sir John Hotham's refufal to give 
'eoiir Majrjly entrance into the town of Hull. 

“ Your Majefiy may be pleafcd to underlland, tliat »nfwet 
“ we, your great council, finding manilold evidences and com- 
“ of the wicked counfels and practices of fame in 
“ near truft and authority about you, to put the 
“ kingdom into a combuftion, by drawing your Ma-j^™"'S 
jefty into places of ftrength, remote from your Par- 
“ liament, and by exciting your people to commo- 
“ tions, under pretence of ferving your Majefty 
“ againft your Parliament, left this malignant party, 

“ by the advantage of the town, and magaisine at 
■“ Hull, fhould be enabled to go through with their 
“ mifehievous intentions, did, in difeharge of the 
“ great truft' that lies upon us, ajid by that power 
** which in cafes of this nature refuKS in us, command 
“ the town of Hull to be fecured bJLa garrifon of the 
“ adjoining Trained Bands, under thV government of 

2 K 3 “ Sir 
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“ Sif John Hothatn ; requiring him to keep the fame 
for the fervice of your Majefty and the kingdom : 
wherein we have done nothing contrary to your 
royal fovereignty in that town, or legal propriety in 
“ the magazine. 

“ Upon confideration of Sir John Hotham’s pro- 
ceeding at your Majefty’s being there, we have 
“ upon very good ground adjudged, tljat he could not 
“ difcharge the truft, upon which, nor make good the 
end, for which he was placed in the guard of that 
town and magazine, if he had let in your Majefty 
with fuch counfellors and company as were then 
“ about you. 

“ Wherefore, upon full refolution of both Houfes, 
we have declared Sir John Hotham to be clear from 
“ thaiji odious crime jof treafon ; and have avowed, 
that he hath therein done nothing but in obedience 
“ to the command of both Houfes of Parliament ; 
“ afluring ourfelves, that, upon mature deliberation,- 
your Majefty will not interpret his obedience to 
“ fuch authority to be an affront to your Majefty, or 
“ to be of that nature, as to require any juftice to be 
“ done upon him, or fatisfadlion to be made to your 
“ Majefty : but that you will fee juft caufe of joining 
“ with your Parliament, in preferving and fecuring 
“ the peace of the kingdom ; fupprefling this wicked 
and malignant party ; who, by falfe colours, and 
“ pretenfions of maintaining your Majefty’s preroga- 
tive againft the Parliament, (wherein they fully 
“ agree with - the rebels in Ireland), have been the 
caufes of all oui; diftempers and dangers. 

** For prevention w'hereof we know no . better re- 
" medy, than fet^ing the militia of the kingdom, ac- 
cordKig to tjj^ bill, which we have lent your Ma- 
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jelly, without any intention of deferting, or declining 
“ the validity, or obfervance of that ordinance, which 
“ palTed both Houfes, upon your Majefty’s former 
refufal : but we Hill hold that ordinance to be ef- 
“ fedlual by the laws of this kingdom. And we lhall 
“ be exceeding glad, if your Majefty, by approving 
“ thefe our juft, dutiful, and neceffary proceedings, 

“ fhall be- pleafed to entertain fuch counfel, as we af- 
fure ourfelves, by God’s blefling, will prove very 
advantageous for the honour and greatnefs of your 
“ Majefty ; the fafety and peace of your people ; 

“ amongft which we know none more likely to pro- 
duce fuch good effedls, than a declaration from 
" your Majefty of your purpofe to lay afide all 
“ thoughts of going into Ireland, and to make a fpee- 
dy return into thefe parts, to be near your Parlia- 
“ ment. Which, as it is our moft humble defire, and 
“ earneft petition, fo fhall it be feconded with our 
“ moft dutiful care for the fafety of your royal per- 
fon, and conftant prayers, that it may prove ho- 
“ nourable and fuccefsful, in the happinefs of your 
“ Majefty, and. all your kingdoms.” 

To this anfwer, with all formality delivered to his 
Majefty by the committee, the King returned a quick 
reply : 

“ That he had been in good hope, that the reafon, His 
“ why they had fo long deferred their anfwer to his*^* 
melfages concerning Hull, had been ; that they 
‘‘ might the better have given him.fatisfadlion there- 
“ in, which now added the more to his aftonilhment, 

“ finding their anfwer, after fo long advifement, to 
“ be of that nature, which couldmot- but rather in- 
“ creafe than diminifii the prefent cMradlions, if con- 
ftantly adhered to by the ParliamenutJIe alked them, 
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whether it was not too much, that his town of Hull 
had a garrifon put into it, to the great charge of the 
“ country, and inconvenience to the poor inhabitants, 
“ without his confcnt and approbation, under colour 
at that time of foreign invalion, and apprehenhons 
of the PopilTi party ; but that now the reafons there-: 
of fhould be enlarged with a fcatidal to his Majefty, 
and his faithful fervants, only to bring in the more 
fpecious pretext for the avowing Sir John Hotham’s 
infolence and treafon ? 

“ He faid, he had often heard of the great truff, 
that, by the law of God and man, w'as committed to 
‘f the King for the defence and fafety of his people ; 
but as yet he never underftood, what truft or powder 
was committed to either or both Hoiifes of Parlia- 
‘‘ ment, without the King ; they being fummoned to 
counfel and advife the King. But by what law or 
authority they poffefs themfelves of his Majefty’s 
“ right and inheritance, he was confident, that as they 
had not, fo they could not Ihew. He told them, 
“ that he had not hitherto given the leaft interruption 
“ to public jullice ; but they, ratiier than fufFer one 
“ of their members to come fo much as to a legal 
trial for the h^gheft crime, would make ufe of an 
“ order of Parliament to countenance treafon, by dc- 
“ daring him free from that guilt, which all former 
ages never accounted other ; and that without fo 
“ much as' inquiring the opinion of the judges ; for 
“ he was cpnfidenf, they would have mentioned their 
“ opinion, if they had afked it. 

“ Therefore hef expeded, that upon further and 
better confulerayon of the great and neceflary con- 
“ fequence of tip bufinefs of Hull, and ferioufly 
w^ighiftgj hov!*TOuch it did concern the peace and 

quiet 
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“ quiet of the kingdom, they would, without further 
" inftance from his Majefty, give him full and fpeedy 
♦♦ juftice 4gainft Sir John Ilotliam. And he faid, he 
“ would leave all his good people to think, what hope 
of juftice th?re was left for them, when they refufed, 
“ or delayed, to give their own Sovereigr^ fatisfaAion. 
“ And, as he had already faid, till that fhould be done, 
“ he would intend no bulinefs whatfoever, other than 
“ that of Ireland. 

, “ And he faid, he likewife expeded that tliey would 
“ not put the militia in execution, until they could 
‘‘ fhew him by what law they had authority to do the 
“ fame, without his eonfent ; or if they did, he was 
“ confident, that he fliould find much more obe- 
“ dience according to law, than they would do againft 
“ law. And he fhould efteem all thofe, who fhould 
“ obey them therein, to be difturbers of the peace of 
“ the kingdom ; and would, in due feafon, call them 
“ to a legal account for the fame. 

“ Concerning his return, he told them, he never 
heard that the llandcring of a King’s government, 
“ and his faithful fervants, the refuling of him juftice, 
“ and in a cafe of treafon, and the feeking to take 
“ away his undoubted and legal authority, under the 
“ pretence of putting the kingdom into a pofture of 
“ defence, were arguments to induce a King to come 
near, or hearken to his Parliament.” 

The King difpatched this anfwer the fooner, that 
the country might be freed from the impreffion, the 
prefence and adfivity of the committee made in them : 
but when he delivered it to them, and required them 
to make all convenient hafte withJit to the Houfes, 
they told him, “ they would fend it sy an exprefs, but 
“ that themfelvcs were required an\ appointed ftill 

3 F 4 to 
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" to refide at York. The King told them, that he 
“ liked not fuch fupervifors near him, and wiflied 
“ them to be very careful in their carriage ; that th« 
country was vifibly then very well alfedled ; and if he 
found any declenfion, he well knew to whom to 
“ impute it ;j ,and Ihould be compelled to proceed in’ 
another manner againft them, than, with reference 
“ to their perfons,” (for they were all then reputed 
moderate men, and had not been thought difafFedled 
to the gov'ernment of Church or State), “ he fhould 
‘‘be willing to do.” They anfwered with a fullen 
confidence, “ that they fhould demean themfelves ac- 
“ cording to their inflruftions ; and would perform 
“ the truft repofed in them by the two Houfes of Par- 
“ liament.” Yet fuch was the ticklifhoefs of the 
King’s condition, that, though it was moft evident 
that their coming, and flaying there, was to pervert 
and corrupt the loyalty and affedlions of thofe parts, 
and to infufe into them inclinations contrary to their 
allegiance, it was not thought counfellable at that 
time, either to commit them to prifon, or to expel them 
from that city, or to inhibit them the freedom of his 
own court and prefence ; and fo they continued for the 
fpace of above a month, in York, even in defiance of 
the King. 

The militia was the argument, which they found 
made deepell impreffion in die people, being totally, 
ignorant what it was, or what the confequence of it 
might be ; and fo believing vvhatfoever they told 
them concerning it. And therefore they refolved to 
drive that nail home ; and though, for want of their 
imminent danger, land during the time of the King’s 
treaty, and overti|fe of a bill, they had forborne the ex- 
ecution pf their_^rdinance ; yet the frequerit muflers 

of 
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of volunteers without order, almoft in all countries, 
by the bare authority of their votes, gave them fuffi- 
cient evidence how open the people were to their 
commands ; at Icaft, how unprepared authority was 
to redft and oppofe them : and therefore, after the 
King had difplaced their two favourites, and refufed to 
pafs the bill for the militia, and Sir John Hotham had 
refufed to let the King come into the town of Hull, 
and they had juftified him for fo doing, they pre- 
pared a declaration concerning the whole flate of the 
militia, as the refolution of the Lords and Commons 
upon that matter ; in which they faid, 

“ That holding it neceffary for the peace and fafetyThcdeda. 
“ of the kingdom, to fettle the militia thereof, they^Ttwo 
“ had, for that purpofe, prepared an ordinance of Par- abouMhe 
“ liament, and with all humility had prefented the 
*• fame to his Majefty for his royal affent. Who, not- 
“ withftanding the faithful advice of his Parliament, 

“ and the feveral reafons offered by them, of the ne- 
“ cefiity thereof for the fecuring of his Majefty’s per- 
“ fon, and the peace and fafety of his people, did re- 
fufe to give his confent ; and thereupon they were 
“ neceflitated, in difcharge of the truft repofed in 
“ them, as the reprefentative body of the kingdom, 

“ to make an ordinance, by the authority of both 
“ Houfes, to fettle the militia, warranted thereunto 
“ by the fundamental laws of the land : that his Ma- 
“ jefty, taking notice thereof, did, by feveral meflages, 

“ invite them to fettle the fame by aft of Parliament ; 

“ affirming in his meffage fent in anfwer to the peti- 
“ tion of both Houfes, prefented to his Majefty at 
“ York, March 26, that he always'|thought it necef- 
“ fary the fame fhould be fettled, a^d that he never 
“ denied the thing, only denied the w,%y ; and for the 

matter 
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matter of it, took exception only to the preface, as 
a thing not ftanding with his honour to confent to ; 
and that himfelf was excluded in the execution, 
“ and for a time unlimited : whereupon the Lords 
“ and Commons, being delirous to give his Majefty 
“ all fatisfadtion that might be, even to the Icaft tit- 
“ tie of form and circumftances, when his Majefty 
“ Itad pleafed to offer them a bill ready drawn, had, 
“ for no other caufe, than to manifeft their hearty 
“ affetftion to comply wdth his Majefty’s deftres, and 
“ obtain his confent, entertained the fame, in the 
mean time no way declining their ordinance ; and, 
“ to exprefs their earneft zeal to correfpond with his 
“ Majefty’s defires, (in all things that might conlift 
“ with the peace and fafety of the kingdom, and the 
^ truft repofed in them), did pafs that bill, and therein 
“ omitted the preamble inferred before the ordinance ; 
“ limited the time to lefs than two years ; and confined 
the authority of the lieutenants to thefe three parti- 
culars ; namely, rebellion, infurredlion, and foreign 
“ invafion; and returned the fame to his Majefty for 
“ his royal afl'ent ; but all thefe expreflions of affec- 
“ tion and loyalty, all thofe defires, and earneft endea- 
vours to comply with his Majefty, had, to their 
“ great grief and forrow, produced no better effefts 
than an abfolute denial, even of that which his Ma- 
^^jefty, by his former meliages, as they conceived, 
“ had proraifed : the advice of evil and wicked coun- 
“ cils receiving ftill more credit with him, than that 
of his great council of Parliament, in a matter of fo 
high importance, that the fafety of his kingdom, 
and peace of hirpeople, depended upon it. 

Bst now, vs*at rauft be the exceptions to that 
diill ? siiNot apy fure tJiat were to t$e ordinance ; for 
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** a care had been taken to give fatisfaiftion in all 
‘‘ thofe particulars. Then the exception was, becaufe 
“ that the difpofing and execution thereof was referred 
to both Houfes of Parliament, and his Majefty ex-r 
“ eluded ; and now that, by the bill, the power and 
execution was afeertained, and reduced' to particu- 
“ lars, and the law of the realm made thife rule thereof, 
“ his Majefty would not truft the peribns. The power 
“ was too great, too unlimited, to truft them with. 
“ But what was that power ? Was it any other, but, 
“ in exprefs terms, to fupprefs rebellion, infurredtion, 
“ and foreign invafion ? And who were thofe per- 
“ fons ? Were not they fuch as were nominated by 
“ the great council of the kingdom, and afl’ented to 
“ by his Majefty ? And was it too great a power, to 
“ truft thofe peffons with the fuppreffion of rebellion, 
“ infurre<ftion, and foreign invalion ? Surely, they 
“ faid, the moft wicked of them who advifed his Ma- 
“ jefty to that anfwer, could not fuggeft, but that it 
“ was neceffary for the fafety of his Majefty’s royal 
“ perfon, and the peace of the kingdom, fuch a power 
“ Ihould be put in fome hands ; and there was no 
“ pretence for exception to the perfons. They faid, his 
Majefty had, for the fpace of above fifteen years to- 
“ gether, not thought a power, far exceeding that, to 
“ be too great to entruft particular perfons with, to 
“ whofe .will the lives and liberties of his people, by 
“ martial laws, were made fubjeeft ; for fuch was the 
“ power given Lord Lieutenants, and 13eputy Lieutc- 
“ nants, in every county of this kingdom, and that 
“ without the confent of the peophf, or authority of 
“ law. But now in cafe of extreme neceflity, upon 
“ the advice of both Houfes of Pafliament, for no 
** longer fpace than two years, a lefler power, and that 

for 
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for the fafety of King and people, was thought 
“ too great to truft particular perfons with, though 
“ named by both Houfes of Parliament, and ap- 
proved by his Majelly himfelf : and furely, if 
“ there were a necellity to fettle the militia, (which 
“ his Majefty was pleafed to confefs), the perfons 
" could noPfe^’entrufted with lefs power than that, 
" to have it af lll efFe<51ual. And the precedents of 
“ former ages, when there happened a necellity to 
“ raife ’ fiich a power, never ftraitened that power to 
” a narrower compafs ; witnefs the commillions of 
“ array in feveral kings’ reigns, and often iffued out 
“ by the confent and authority of Parliament. 

“ The Lords and Commons therefore, entrufted 
“ with the fafety of the kingdom, and peace of the 
“ people, (which, they called God to witnefs, was 
“ their only aim), finding themfelves denied thofe 
their fo necelTary and juft demands, and that they 
‘‘ could never be difeharged before God or man, if 
they fhould fuffer the fafety of the kingdom, and 
peace of the people, to be expofed to the malice of 
“ the malignant party at home, or the fury of enemies 
“ abroad ; and knowing no other way to encounter 
** the imminent and approaching danger, but by put- 
ting the people into a fit pofture of defence, did 
“ refolve to put their faid ordinance in prefent exe- 
“ cution ; and did require all perfons in authority, 
by virtue of the faid ordinance, forthwith to put 
“ the fame in execution, and all others to obey jt, 
“ according to the fundamental laws of the kingdom 
in fuch cafes, afe they tendered the upholding of the 
true Proteftantf religion, the fafety of his Majefty’s 
“ peffon, and Kis royal pofterity, the peace of the 
“ kingdom, >nd the being of this commonwealth,” 

This 
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This declaration (being in anfwer to a meflage from 
his Majefty) was printed, and, with the ufual care 
and dexterity, difperfed throughout - the ' kingdom, 
without fo much as fending it to the King ; and, 
thereupon, warrants and diredions iflued into all parts, 
for the exercifing the militia. 

This being the firft declaration they had in plain 
terms publifhed againft the King, without ever com- 
municating it, or prefenting it to him, as they had 
done all the reft, his Majefty was the more troubled 
how to take notice of it ; but conceiving it neceflary 
to apply fome antidote to this poifon, the violent 
operation whereof he had reafon to apprehend, he 
publiflied a declaration by way of anfwer to that de- 
claration, in which he faid, 

“ That he very well underftood, how much it was The Kins’* 

. . . declaration 

“ below the high and royal dignity (wherein God had in anfwer 
“ placed him) to take notice of, much more to trou- going de. 

“ ble himfelf with anfwering, thofe many fcandalous,*^'®^*''®*" 

“ feditious pamphlets, and printed papers, which were 
fcatterfed, with fuch great licence, throughout the 
“ kingdom, (notwithftanding his Majefty’s earneft de- 
“ fire, fo often in vain prefl'ed, for a reformation), 

“ though he found it evident, that the minds of many 
“ of his weak fubjedts had been, and ftill were, poi^ 

“ foned by thofe means ; and that fo general a terror 
“ had polTefiTed the minds and hearts of all men, that 
“ whilft the preffes fwarmed with, and every day pro- 
“ duced, new tradts againft the eftablifhed govern- 
" ment of the Church and State, moft men wanted 
the courage, or the confciencc, to write, or the op- 
portunity and encouragement to pjubli Ih, fuch com- 
pofed, fober animadverfions, as might cither pre- 
“ ferve the minds of his good fubjedls from fuch in- 
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** feftion, or reftore and recover them, when they 
were fo infected i but, his Majefty faid, he was 
contented to let himfelf fall to any office, that might 
undeceive his people, and to take more pains that way 
“ by his own pen, than ever king had done, when he 
“ found any thing that feemed to carry the reputa- 
“ tion and authority of either or both Houfes of Paf- 
“ liaraent, and would not have the fame refuted, and 
“ difputed by vulgar and common pens, till he ffiould 
“ be throughly informed whether thofe adfs had in 
truth that countenance and warrant they pretend : 
■“ which regard of his, his Majelfy doubted not but, 
in time, would recover that due reverence (the 
“ abfence whereof he had too much reafon to com- 
“ plain of) to his perfon and his mefiages, which in 
** all ages had been paid, and, no doubt, was due to 
the crown of England. 

“ He laid, he had therefore taken notice of a printed 
paper, entitled, a Declaration of both Houfes, in 
** anfwer to his laft meflage concerning the militia, 
“ publiffied by command ; the which he was unwil- 
“ ling to belieVe (both for the matter of it, the ex- 
preffions in it, and the manner of publiffiing it) 
“ could refult ffom the confent of both Houfes j 
** neithet did his Majefty know by what lawful com- 
** mand, fuch uncomely, irreverent mention of him 
could be publiffied to the world : and, though de- 
clarations of that kind had of late, with too much 
** boldnefs, broken in upon his Majefty, and the 
whole kingdom, when one or both 'Houfes had 
thought fit tOjCommunicate their, counfels and re- 
folutions to tl^ people ; yet, he faid, he was un- 
willing to believe, that fuch a declaration as that 
could be publiffied in anfwer to his meffige, with- 

“ out 
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out vouchfafing At leaft to fend it to his Majcfty as 
“ their anfwer : their bulinefs, for which they were 
“ met by his writ and authoritj'^, being to counfcl 
" him for the good of his people, not to write againft 
“ liim to his people ; nor had any confent of his Ma- 
“ jefty for their long continuing together enabled 
“ them to do any thing, but what they were firft fum* 

“ moned by his writ to do. At leaft he would be- 
lieve, though mifunderftanding and jealoufy (the 
“ juftice of God, lie faid, would overtake the foment* 
ers of that jealoufy, and the promoters and con- 
“ trivers of that mifunderftanding) might produce, to 
fay no worfe, thofe very untoward expreffions, that 
“ if thofe Houfes had contrived that declaration as an 
“ anfwer to his meflage, they would have vouchfafed 
“ fome anfwer to the queftions propofed in his, which, 

“ he profefled, did, and muft evidently prevail over 
“ his underftanding ; and, in their wifdom and gra- 
vity, they would have been fure to have ftated the 
matters of faeft, as (at leaft- to ordinary underftand- 
“ ings) might be unqueftionable ; neither of which 
“ was done by that declaration. 

“ His Majefty defired to know, why he was by that 
** adt abfolutely excluded from any power or autho- 
" fity in the execution of the militia : and, he faid, 

“ he muft appeal to all the world, whether fiich an at- 
“ tempt were not a greater and jufter ground for fear 
“ and jealoufy in him, than any one that was avowed 
“ for thofe deftruftive fears and jealoufies which were 
" fo publicly owned, almoft, to the ruin of the king- 
“ dom. But his Majefty had been told, tliat he muft 
“ not be jealous of his great council of both Houles 
“ of Parliament. He faid, he was not, no more than 
** they were of his Majefty, their King ; and hitherto 
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“ they had not avowed any jealoufy of, or difafFe<9:ion 
“ to, his perfon ; but imputed all to his evil counfellors, 
to a malignant party, that was not of their minds ; 
“ fo his Majefty did (and, he faid, he did it from his 
“ foul) profefs no jealoufy of hig Parliament, but of 
“ fome turbulent, 'fcditious, and ambitious natures ; 
“ which, being not fo clearly difcerned, might have 
“ an influence even upon the aftions of both Houfes: 

and if that declaration h^d palTed by that confenr, 
“ (which he was not willing to believe), he laid, it 
“ was not impoflible, but that the apprehenfion of 
“ fuch tumults, which had driven his Majelly from 
“ his city of London, for the fafety of his perfon, 
“ might make fuch an impreihon upon other men, not 
“ able to remove from the danger, to make them con« 
“ fent, or not to own a diflent, in matters not agree- 
“ able to their confcience, or underftanding. 

“ He faid, he had mentioned, in that his anfwer, 
“ his diflike of putting their names out of the bill, 
whom before they recommended to his Majefty, 
“ in their pretended ordinance, and the leaving out, 
“ by fpecial provifion, the prefent Lord Mayor of 
London : to all which the declaration afforded no 
“ anfwer ; and therefore he could not fuppofe it was 
‘‘ intended for an anfwer to that his meflage, which 
whofoevcr looked upon, would find to be in no de- 
“ gree anfwered by that declaration ; but it informed 
“ all his Majefty’s fubjetfts, after the mention with 
“ what humility the ordinance was prepared, and pre- 
“ fented to his Majefty, (a matter very evident in the 
“ petitions, and meffages concerning it), and his refu- 
“ fal to give his confent, notwithftanding the feveral 
reafons offered, of the necellity thereof for the fe- 
“ curing of his perfon, and the peace and fafety of his 

“ people. 
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people, (whether any fuch reafons were given, the 
“ weight of them, and whether they were not clearly 
“ and candidly anfwered by his Majefty, the world 
“ would eafily judge), that they were at laft neceffi- 
“ tated to make an ordinance by authority of both 
“ Houfes, to fettle the militia, warranted thereunto by 
“ the fundamental laws of the land. But, his Ma- 
“ jefty faid, if that declaration had indeed intended to 
“ have anfwered him, it would have told his good 
“ fubjedfs what thofe fundamental laws of the land 
“ were, and where to be found ; and would, at lead:, 
“ have mentioned one ordinance, from the firft be- 
“ ginning of Parliaments to this prefent Parliament, 
“ which endeavoured to impofe any thing upon the 
“ fubjeft without the King’s confent ; for of fuch, 
he faid, all the enquiry he could make could never 
“ produce him one inftance. And if there were fuch 
“ a fecret of the law, which had lain hid from the 
“ beginning of the world to that time, and now was 
“ difeovered to take away the juft, legal power of the 
“ King, he wifhed there were not fomc other fecret 
“ (to be difeovered when they pleafed) for the ruin 
“ and deftrutftion of the liberty of the fubjetft. For, 
“ he faid, there was no doubt if the votes of both 
“ Houfes had any fuch authority to make a new 
“ law, it had the fame authority to repeal the old ; 
“ and then, what would become of the long eftablilhed 
“ rights and liberties of the King and fubjeft, and 
“ particularly of Magna Charta, would be eafily dif- 
“ cerned by the moft ordinary underftanding. 

“ He. faid, it was true, that he had (out of tender- 
“ nefs of the conftitution of the kingdom, and care 
“ of the law, which he was bound to defend, and be- 
“ ing moft aflTured of the unjuftifiablenefs of the 
“ pretended ordinance) invited, and defired^ both 
VOL. I. p. a. 30 “ Houfes 
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“ Houfes of Parliament to fettle whatfoever fhould 
“ be fit of that nature by adl of Parliament. But 
“ was he therefore obliged to pafs whatfoever fhould 
be brought to him of that kind ? He did fay in his 
“ anfwer to the petition of both Houfes, prefented to 
“ him at York the 26th of March laft, (and he had 
“ faid the fame in other meflages before), that he al- 
“ ways thought it neceflary that the bufinefs of the 
“ militia iliould be fettled, and that he never denied 
“ the thing, only denied the way ; and he faid the 
“ fame flill ; and that fince the many difputes and 
votes, upon Lords Lieutenants and their commif- 
“ lions, (which had not been begun by his Majefty, 
“ nor his father), had fo difcountenanced that autho- 
rity, which for many years together was happily 
“ looked upon with reverence and obedience by the 
“ people, his Majefty did think it very necelTary, 
“ that fome wholefome law fhould be provided for 
that bufinefs ; but he had declared in his anfwer to 
“ the pretended ordinance, that he expedfed, that 
that neceflary power fhould be firft invefted in 
“ his Majefty, before he confented to transfer it to 
“ other men ; neither could it ever be imagined 
“ that he would confent that a greater power fhould 
“ be in the hands of a fubjedl, than he was thought 
“ worthy to be trufted with himfelf. And if it 
“ fhould not be thought fit to make a new adl or de- 
“ claration in the point of the militia, he doubted 
“ not but he fhould be able to grant fuch com- 
“ miffions as fhould very legally enable thofe he 
“ trufted, to do all offices for the peace and quiet 
“ of the kingdom, if any difturbance fhould hap- 
" pen. 

“ But it was faid, he had been pleafed to offer them 
a biij ready drawn, and that they, to exprefs their 

“ earneft: 
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“ earneft zeal to correfpond with his delire, did pafs 
“ that bill ; and yet all that expreffion of alFeftion 
and loyalty, all that earneft delire of theirs to com- 
“ ply with his Majefty, produced no better efFedl 
“ than an abfolute denial, even of what by his former 
“ mellages his Majefty had promifed ; and fo that 
“ declaration, he faid, proceeded, under the pretence 
“ of mentioning evil and wicked councils, to cenfure 
“ and reproach his Majefty in a dialedt, that, he was 
“ confident, his good fubjedts would read, on his be- 
“ half, with much indignation. But, his Majefty faid, 
“ lure if that declaration had pafled the examination 
“ of both Houfes of Parliament, they would never 
have affirmed, that the bill he had refufed to pafs 
“ was the fame he had fent to them, or have thought 
“ that his meflage, wherein the difference and con- 
“ trariety between the two bills was fo particularly 
“ fet down, would be anfwered with the bare averring 
“ them to be one and the fame bill : nor would they 
“ have declared, when his exceptions to the ordi- 
“ nance, and the bill, were fo notorioufly known to 
“ all, that care being taken to give fatisfadtion in all 
“ the particulars he had excepted againft in the ordi- 
“ nance, he had found new exceptions to the bill ; 
“ and yet that very declaration confelTed, that his ex- 
“ ception to the ordinance was, that, in the difpofing 
“ and execution thereof, his Majefty was excluded : 
‘‘ and was not that an exprefs reafon, in his anfwer,- 
“ for his refufal of the bill ; which that declaration 
“ would needs confute ? 

“ But the power was no other than to fupprefs re- 
“ bellion, infurredfion, and foreign invafion ; and the 
“ perfons trufted, no other than fuch as were nomi- 
“ nated by the Great Council of the kingdom, and 

2 G a “ alfented 
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“ aiTented to by his Majefty : and they alked, if that 
were too great a power to truft thofe perfons with ? 
“ Indeed, his Majefty faid, whilft fo great liberty was 
‘‘ ufed in voting, and declaring men to be enemies to 
“ the commonwealth, (a phrafe his Majefty fcarce un- 
“ derftood), and in cenfuring men for their fervice, 
“ and attendance upon his Majefty’s perfon, and in 
his lawful commands, great heed muft be taken into 
what hands he committed fuch a power to fupprefs 
“ infurredtion and rebellion ; and if infurredlion and 
“ rebellion had found other definitions than what the 
“ law had given, his Majefty mijift be fure, that no 
“ lawful power fhould juftify thofe definitions : and 
“ if there were learning found out to make Sir John 
“ Hotham’s taking arms againft him, and keeping his 
“ Majefty’s town and fort from him, to be no treafon 
or rebellion, he knew not whether a new difeovery 
“ might not find it rebellion in his Majefty to defend 
“ himfelf from fuch arms, and to endeavour to recover 
“ what was fo taken from him ; and therefore, he faid, 
“ it concerned him, till the known laws of the land 
“ were allowed to be judge between them, to take 
“ heed into what hands he committed fuch power. 

“ Befides, he alked, whether it could be thought, 
that becaufe he was willing to truft certain perfons, 
“ that he was obliged to truft them in whatfoever 
“ they w,^re willing to be trufted ? He faid, no pri- 
■“ vate hands were fit for fuch a truft ; neither had he 
departed from any thing, in the leaft degree, he had 
offered or promifed before ; though he might with 
“ as much reafon have withdrawn his truft from fome 
“ perfons, w|iom before he had accepted, as they had 
done from others, whom they had recommended. 
For the power which he was charged to have com- 

“ mitted 
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mitted to particular perfons, for the fpacc of fifteen 
“ years, by his commiffions of lieutenancy, it was 
“ notorioufly known, that it was not a power created 
“ by his Majefty, but continued very many years, and 
“ in the moft happy times this kingdom had enjoyed, 
“ even thofe of his renowned predeccflbrs, Queen Eli- 
“ zabeth, and his father of happy memory ; and what- 
“ ever authority had been granted by thofe commif- 
“ lions, which had been kept in the old forms, the 
“ fame was determinable at liis Majefty’s pleafure j 
“ and he knew not, that they produced any of thofe 
“ calamities, which might give his good fubjefts 
caufe to be fo weary of them, as to run the hazard 
“ of fo much mifehief, as that bill, which he had re- 
“ fufed, might poflibly have produced. 

“ For the precedents of former ages in the commif- 
“ lions of array, his Majefty doubted not, but when any 
“ fuch had ilfued out, that the King’s confent was al- 
ways obtained, and the commiflions determinable 
“ at his pleafure ; and then what the extent of power 
“ was, would be nothing applicable to that cafe of the 
“ ordinance. 

“ But whether that declaration had refuted his Ma- 
“ jefty’s reafons for his refufal to pafs the bill, or no, 
“ it refolved, and required all perfons in authority 
“ thereby to put the ordinance in prefent execution ; 
“ and all others to obey it according to the funda- 
« mental laws of the land. But, his Majefty faid, he, 
“ whom God had trufted to maintain and defend 
thofe fundamental laws, which, he hoped, God 
would blefs to fecure him, did declare, that there 
was no legal power in either, or both Houfes, upon 
“ any pretence whatfoever, without his Majefty s con- 
“ fent, to command any part of the militia of the 
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“ kingdom ; nor had the like ever been commanded 
by either, or both Houfes, fince the firft Ibunda- 
tion of the laws of the land ; and that the execution 
“ of, or the obedience to, that pretended ordinance, 
“ was againft the fundamental laws of the land, againft 
“ the liberty of the fubjebt, and the right of Parlia- 
“ ments, and a high crime in any that fhould execute 
" the fame : and his Majefty did therefore charge and 
“ command all his loving fubjeils, of what degree or 
quality foever, upon their allegiance, and as they 
“ tendered the peace of the kingdom, from thence- 
“ forth not to mufter, levy, or array, or fummon, or 
“ warn any of the Trained Bands to rife, mufter, or 
“ march, by virtue, or under colour, of that pretended 
ordinance : and to that declaration and command of 
“ his Majefty’s, he faid, he expeefted and required a full 
“ fubmiffion and obedience from all his loving fub- 
jeds, upon their allegiance, as they would anfwcr 
“ the contrary at their perils, and as they tendered the 
upholding of the true Proteftant religion, the fafety 
of his perfon, and his royal pofterity, the peace, and 
“ being of the kingdom.” 

Notwithftanding thefe fharp declarations, (infalli- 
ble fymptoms of fharper adions), which were with 
equal diligence difperfed by either fide among the 
people, fave that the agents for the Parliament took 
as much care to fupprefs the King’s, as to publifti 
their own, whereas the King’s defire was that they 
might be both impartially read and examined, and 
to that purpofe always caufed thofe frdm the Parlia- 
ment to be printed with his own, they had the power 
and fkill to perfuade men, who, but by that perfuafion, 
could not have been feduced, and without feducing 
of whom they could have made but a very forry pro- 

grefs 
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grefs in mifchief, “ that all would be well ; tliat they 
“ were well affiired that the King would, in the end, 
“ yield to what they defired ; at leaft, that they fhould 
“ prevail for a good’ part, if not for all, and that there 
“ fhould be no war though thcmfelves well knew, 
that the fire was too much kindled to be extinguifhed 
without a flame, and made preparations accordingly. 
For the raifing and procuring of money (bcfides the 
vaft fums colledfed and contributed for Ireland, which 
they difburfed very leifurely, the fupplics for that 
kingdom, notwithftanding the importunity and com- 
plaint from thence, being not difpatched thither, both 
in quantity and quality, with that expedition as was 
pretended) they font out very firihl warrants for the 
gatliering all thofe fums of money, which had been 
granted by any bills of fubfidy, or poll-bill ; in the 
colledlion of all which there had been great negli- 
gence, probably that they might have it the more at 
their own difpofal in their need ; by which they now 
recovered great fums into their hands. For tJic raif- 
mg of men, (though it was not yet time for them to 
avow the raifing an army), belides the difpofing the 
whole kingdom to fubjedl themfelves to their or- 
dinance of the militia, and, by that, lifting in all 
places companies of volunteers, who would be ready 
when they were called, they made more Jiaftc than 
they had done in the levies of men, both horfe and 
foot, for the relief of Ireland, under officers chofen 
or approved by themfelves ; and propofed the raifing 
of an army apart, of fix or eight thoufand, under the 
command of the Lord Wharton, (a man very faft to 
them), for Munfter, under the ftyle of the Adventurers’ 
Army, and to have no dependence upon, nor be fub- 
jeft to, the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, but only to 

204 receive 
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rec^eive orders from the two Houfes, and from a com- 
mittee to be appointed by them, which fhoukl be al- 
ways with that army ; but the King, eafily difcerning 
the confcquence of tliat defign, refufed to grant fuch 
a commiffion as they defired ; fo that they were forced 
to be content, only with the advantage of new excla- 
mations againft the King, “ for hindering the fupplies 
“ for Ireland,” upon the occafion of his denial of that 
unreafonable commiffion, and to proceed in their le- 
vies the ordinary way ; which they did, with great ex- 
pedition. To confirm and encourage the fadfious and 
fchifmatical party of the kingdom, which thought the 
pace towards the reformation was not brilk and fu- 
rious enough, and was with great difficulty contained 
in fo flow a march, they had, a little before, publiffied 
a declaration : 

The two “ That they intended a due and ncceffarv reforma- 

Houre-s’de- . r ^ ^ f >1 

clarution “ tion ot the government and liturgy of the Church, 
rreforma-® “ and to take away nothing in the one or the other, 
Luuigy."'' “ ffiould be evil, and juftly offenfive, or at 

“ lead; unneceffary, and burthenfome ; and, for the 
“ better efiedfing thereof, fpeedily to have confulta- 
“ tion with godly and learned divines : and, becaufc 
“ that would never of itfelf attain the end fought 
“ therein, they would therefore ufe their utmoft en- 
“ deavours to eftablilh learned and preaching mini- 
fters, with a good and fufficient maintenance through- 
“ out the whole kingdom ; wherein many dark cor- 
ners were miferably deftitute of the means of falva- 
“ tion, and many poor minifters wanted neceflary pro- 
“ vifion.” 

This declaration, printed, and appointed to be pub- 
lifhed by the ffierifis in their feveral counties, in all 
the market-towns within the kingdom of England, 

and 
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and dominion of Wales, was not more intended to 
the heartening of thofe who were impatient for a re- 
formation, (who in truth had fo implicit a faith in 
their leaders, that they expe<Sted another manner of 
reformation than was publicly promifed), than to the 
lulling thofe afleep, who begun to be awake with the 
apprchenhon of that confulion, they apprehended 
from the pradlice and licence, they faw praftifed 
againft the received government, and dodfrine of the 
Church ; and to be perfuaded, that it was time to op- 
pofe that current. And in this projed: they were 
not difappointed ; for though this warily worded de- 
claration was evidence enough to wife men, that they 
intended, and logically comprehended, an alteration 
as great as has been lince attempted and made ; yet 
to lazy and quiet men, who could not difeern confe- 
quences, and were not w'illing to antedate their mife- 
ries, by fufpeding worfe was to come than they felt, 
or faw in their view, their fears were much abated, 
and the intentions of the Parliament feemed not fo 
bad 33 they had been told by fome that they were ; 
and as this very declaration of a due reformation to 
be made of the government of the Church, and the 
Liturgy, would, a year before, have given great um- 
brage and fcandal to the people, when, generally, there 
•was a due fubmiflion to the government, and a Angu- 
lar reverence of the Liturgy of the Church of Eng- 
land ; fo now, when there was a general, fear and ap- 
prehenfion inculcated into them, of a purpofe utterly 
.to fubvert the government, and utterly to abolifh the 
Liturgy, they thought the taking away nothing in the 
one or the other, but what fhould be evil, and juftly 
olFenfive, or, at leaft, unneceflary and burthenfomcj 
was an eafy compofition ; and fo, by degrees, they 

fuffered 
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fufFercd tliemfelves to be ftill prevailed on towards 
ends they extremely abhorred ; and what at firft 
feemed profane and impious to them, in a little time 
appeared only inconvenient ; and what, in the begin- 
ning, they thought matter of confcience and religion, 
fliortly after they looked upon as fomewhat rather to 
be wifhed than pofitively inhfted on ; and con- 
fequently not to be laid in the balance with the pub- 
lic peace, which they would imagine to be endangered 
by oppofing the fenfe that then prevailed ; and fo, by 
undervaluing many particulars, (which they truly 
efteemed), as rather to be confented to, than that the 
general fliould fufFer, they brought, or fufFered the 
public to be brought to all the fulFerings it fince un- 
derwent. 

bi^^of D^* fhewed what confultation they meant 

vines. to havc witli godly and learned divines, and what re- 
formation they intended, by appointing the knights 
and burgeffes to bring in the names of fuch divines for 
the feveral counties, as they thought fit to conftitute 
an alFembly for the framing a new model for the go- 
vernment of the Church, which was done according- 
ly ; thofe who were true fons of the Church, not fo 
much as endeavouring the nomination of fober and 
learned men, abhorring fuch a reformation, as begun 
with the invafion and fuppreffion of the Church’s* 
rights in a fynod, as well known as Magna Charta : 
and if any well afFefted member, not enough confider- 
ing the fcandal, and the confequence of that violation, 
did name an orthodox and well reputed divine, tef 
affift in that alFembly, it was argument enough againft 
him, that he was nominated by a perfon in whom they 
had no confidence ; and they only had reputation 
enough to commend to this confultation, who were 

known 
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known to defire the utter demoliftiing of the whole fa- 
bric of the Church : fo that of about one hundred 
and twenty, of which thit affembly w'as to confift, 
(though, by the rccotnmendation of two or three mem- 
bers of the Commons, whom they were not willing to 
difpleafe, and by the authority of the Lords, who 
added a fmall number to thofe named by the Houfe 
of Commons, a few very reverend and worthy men 
were inferred ; yet of the whole number) they were 
not above twenty, who were not declared and avowed 
enemies to the do<fi:rine or difcipline of the Church of 
England ; fortie df them infamous in their lives and 
converfaiions ; and tnoft of them of very mean parts 
in learning, if not of fcandalous ignorance ; and of no 
other reputation, than of tnalice to the Church of 
England ; fo that that convention hath not fincc pro- 
duced any thing, that miglit not then reafonably have 
been expelled from it. 

But that which gave greateft power and ftrength to 
their growing fa 61 :ion, was the fevetity they ufed 
againft all thofe, of what quality or degree foever, 
who oppofed their counfels and proceedings. If any 
Lord, who had any place of honour or truft from the 
King, concurred not with them, they made an inqui- 
fition into the whole paffages of his life ; and if they 
could find no fault, or no folly (for any levity, or in- 
difcretion, ferved for a charge) to reproach him with, 
it was enough, “ that they could not confide in him 
fo they threatened the Earl of Portland, who with 
extraordinary vivacity crofled their ' confultations, 
“ that they would remove him from his charge and 
“ government of the Ifle of Wight,” (w'hich, at laft, 
they did de faBo, by committing him to prifon, with- 
out fo much as afligning a cauie), and to that pur- 
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pofe objected all the aAs of good fellowfliip ; all the 
wafte of powder, and all the wafte of wine, in the 
drinking of healths ; and other adls of jollity, when- 
ever he had been at his government, from the firft 
hour of his entering upon it: fo that the lead; inconve- 
nience a man in their disfavour was to expeft, was to 
have his name and reputation ufed, for two or three 
hours, in'the Houfe of Commons, with what licence 
and virulency they pleafed. None were perfccuted 
with more rigour than the Clergy; whereof whofoever 
publicly, or privately, cenfured their aftions, or fuf- 
pedled their intentions, was either committed to pri- 
fon, or compelled to a charge^able and long attend- 
ance, as inconvenient as imprifonment. And this 
meafure of proceeding was equally, if not with more 
animofity, applied to thofe, who, in former times, had 
been looked upon by that party with moft reverence. 
On the contrary, whoever concurred, voted, and 
lided with them, in their extravagant conclulions, let 
the infamy of his former life, or prefent pra<ftice, be 
what it would, his injuftice and oppreffion never fo 
fcandalous and notorious, he was received, counte- 
nanced, and protedled, with marvellous demonftra- 
tions of afFeftion : fo that, between thofe that loved 
them, and thofe that feared them, thofe that did not 
love the Church, and thofe that did not love fome 
churchmen; thofe whom the Court had opprefTed, 
and thofe who had helped the Court to opprefs others; 
thofe who feared their power, and thole who feared 
their juftice ;* their party was grown over the king- 
dom, but efpecially in the city, juftljr formidable. 

In the mean time, the King omitted no opportunity 
to provide againft the ftorm he faw was coming ; and, 
though he might not yet own the apprehenfion of 

that 
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that danger he really found himfelf in, he negledled 
not the provifion of what he thought moft neceffary 
for his defence ; he caufed all his declarations, mef- 
fages, and anfwers, to be induftrioufly communicated 
throughout his dominions ; of which he found good 
effedts ; and, by their reception, difeovered that the 
people univerfally were not fo irrecoverably poifoned, 
as he before had caufe to fear : he caufed private inti- 
mations to be given, and infinuations to be made to 
the gentry, “ that their prefence would be acceptable 
“ to him and to thofe, who came to him, he ufed 
much' gracious freedom, and expreffed all poffible de- 
monftrations, that he was glad of their attendance : fo 
that, in a fhort time, the refort to York was very 
great ; and, at leaft, a good face of a court there. 

Beyond the feas, the Queen was as intent to do her 
part ; and to provide that fo good company, as fhe 
heard was daily gathered together about the King, 
fhould not be diflblved for want of weapons to defend 
one another : and therefore, with as much fecrecy as 
could be ufed in thofe cafes, and in thofe places where 
fhe had fo many fpies upon her, fhe caufed, by the 
falc or pawning of her own, and fome of the crown 
jewels, a good quantity of powder and arms to be in a 
readinefs in Holland, againft the time that it fliould 
be found necefl'ary to tranfport it to his Majefty : fo 
that both lides, whilft they entertained each other 
with difeourfes of peace, (which always carried a 
fharpnefs with them, that whetted their appetite to 
war), provided for that war, which they faw would not 
be prevented. 

Hitherto the greateft afts of hoftility, faving that at 
Hull, were performed by votes and orders ; for there 
was yet no vifible, formal execution of the ordinance 

for 
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for the militia, in any one county of England : for 
the appearance of volunteers in fome factious corpo- 
rations was rather countenanced than poiitively di- 
Ecdled and enjoined by the Houfes ; and moft places 
pretended an authority, granted by the King in the 
charters, by which thole corporations were erecSled, or 
confkituted : but now they thought it time to fatisfy 
the King, and the people, tliat they were in earnclf, 
(who were hardly perfuaded, that they had in truth 
the courage to execute their own ordinance), and re- 
folvcd, “ that, on the tenth of May, they would have 
“ all the Trained Bands of London muftered in the 
“ fields, where that exercife ufually was performed j” 
and accordingly, on that day, their own new officer, 
Serjeant- Major-General Skippon, appeared in Finlbury 
Fields, with all the Trained Bands of London, conlifting 
of above eight thoufand foldiers, difpofed into fix regi- 
ments, and under fuch captains and colonels, as they 
had caufe to confide in. At this firft triumphant muf- 
ter, the members of both Houfes appeared in grofs, 
there being a tent purpolely fet up for them, and an 
entertainment at the charge of the city to the value of 
near a thoufand pounds ; all men prefuming that this 
example of London, with fuch ceremony and folemnity, 
would be cafily followed throughout the kingdom ; 
and many believing they had made no fmall progrefs 
towards the end they aimed at, by Itaving engaged the 
very body of the city in aguilt equal to their own : for 
though they had before fufficient evidence of the in- 
clinations of the mean and common people to them, 
and reafonable affurance, that thofe in authority would 
hardly be able to contain them; yet, till this day, 
they had no inftance of the concurrence of the city in 
an a^ exprefsiy unlawfuL But now they prefumed 

all 
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all difficulties were over ; and fo fent their direc- 
tions to the counties adjacent, fpeedily to execute the 
fame ordinance ; and appointed all the magazines of 
the fevcral counties of England and Wales, to fuch 
cuftody, as their Lord Lieutenants, or their Deputy 
Lieutenants, fhould appoint ; and that not only the 
counties ffiould increale thofe magazines to what pro- 
portion foever they thought convenient, but that any 
private perfons, that were well affedled, ffiould fupply 
themfelv^es with what arms and ammunition they 
pleafed. By which means, beltdes the King’s maga- 
zines, all which were in their poffeffion, they caufed 
great quantities of all forts of arms to be provided, 
and difpofed to fuch places, and perfons, as they 
thought fitted: to be trufted ; efpecially in thofe fac- 
tious corporations, which had lifted moft volunteers 
for their fervice. 

The King now faw the ftorm coming apace upon 
him ; that (notwithftanding his proclamation pub- 
liffied againft the ordinance of the militia, in which 
he fet down the laws and ftatutes, which were in- 
fringed thereby, and by which the execution of that 
ordinance would be no lefs than high treafon) the 
votes and declaration of both Houfes, “ that thofe 
“ proclamations were illegal, and that thofe adls of 
** Parliament could not control the adVs and orders of 
“ both Houfes, (which the fubjedts were, by the fun- 
“ damental laws of the kingdom, to obey),” prevailed 
fo far, that obedience was given to them ; that he was 
fo far from being like to liave Hull reftored to him, 
that the garrifon there daily increafed, and forced the 
country to fubmit to fuch commands as they pleafed 

to lay on them ; and that Sir John Hothatn was more 
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likely to be able to take York, than his Majefty to re- 
cover Hull ; he thought it, therefore, high time, by 
their example, to put himfelf into a pofture of de- 
fence ; the danger being much more imminent to his 
Majefty, than to thofe who had begot that ordinance. 
Hereupon, at a public meeting of the country, his 
Majefty declared, “ that he was refolved in regard of 
the public diftempers, and the neighbourhood of 
“ Hull, to have a guard for his perfon ; but of fiich 
perfons, and with fuch circumftances, as Ihould ad- 
“ minifter no occafion of jealoufy to the moft fuf- 
" picious ; and wifhed the gentlemen of quality, who 
“ attended, to confider, and advife of the way who 
fhortly after (notwithftanding the oppolition given by 
the committee, which ftill reftded there ; and the fac- 
tious party of the county, which was inflamed, and 
governed by them) expreflTed a great alacrity to com- 
ply with his Majefty’s delire, in whatfoever fhould be 
propofed to them j and a fenfe, that 'they thought 
“ a fufEcient guard was very neceffary for the fecurity 
of his Majefty’s perfon.” Hereupon, the King ap- 
pointed fuch gentlemen as were willing to lift them- 
felves into a troop of horfe, and made the Prince of 
Wales their Captain ; and made choice of one regi- 
ment of the Trained Bands, conlifting of about fix 
hundred, whom be caufed, every Saturday, to be paid 
at his own charge ; when he had little more in his 
coffers than would defray the weekly expence of his 
table : and this troop, wdth this regiment, was the 
guard of his perfon ; it being firft declared by his 
Majefty, “ that no perfon Ihould be fuffered, either in 
** the troop, or the regiment, who did not, before his 
‘‘ admiffion into the fervice, take the oaths of alle~ 
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“ glance and fupremacy that fo he might be free 
from the fcandal of entertaining Papifts for his fe- 
curity. 

But this caution would not ferve ; the fears and 
jealoulies were capable of no other remedies, than fuch 
as were prefcribed by thofe phyficians, who were 
pra<5lifed in the difeafe. As foon as the intelligence 
was arrived at London, that the King adually had a 
guard, (though the circumftances were as well known 
that were ufed in the raifing it), both Houfes publiflied 
thefe three votes, and difperfed them : 

1. “ That it appeared, that the King, feduced by 
“ wicked counfel, intended to make war againffc the 
“ Parliament ; who, in all their confultations and ac- 

tions, had propofed no other end unto themfelves, 
“ but the care of his kingdoms, and the performance 
“ of all duty and loyalty to his perfon. 

2. “ That whenfoever the King maketh war upon 

the Parliament, it is a breach of the truft repofed in 

“ him by his people ; contrary to his oath ; and tend- 
‘‘ ing to the diffolution of the government. 

3. “ That whofoever fliould ferve him, or allift 
‘f him in fuch wars, are traitors by the fundamental 
“ laws of the kingdom ; and have been fo adjudged 
“ by two a61;s of Parliament, a Rich. II. and i Hen. 

IV. and ought to fulfer as traitors.” 

Thefe lufty votes they fent to the King to York* 
together with a fhort petition, in which they told 
him. 


“ That his loyal fubjedls, the Lords and Commons The two 
“ in Parliament, did humbly reprefent unto his Ma- 
“ jefty, that notwithftandipg his frequent profeflions 
“ to his Parliament, and the kingdom, that his defire 
“ and intention was only the prefervingthe true Protef- 
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tant profeffion, the laws of the land, the liberty of 
his people, and the peace of the kingdom ; never- 
** thelefs, they perceived with great grief, by his 
** fpeech of the twelfth of May, and the paper printed 
in his Majefty’s name, in the form of a proclama- 
tion, bearing date the fourteenth of May, and other 
evidences, that, under colour of railing a guard to 
fecure his perfon, of which guard (conlidering the 
** fidelity and care of his Parliament) there could be 
no ufe, his Majefty did command troops, both of 
horfe and foot, to alTemble at York ; the very begin- 
** nings whereof were apprehended by the inhabitants 
^ of that county to be an afFrightment and difturb- 
“ ance of his liege people, as appeared by their peti- 
tion prefented to him ; the continuing and increaf- 
ing of which forces was to his Parliament, and 
muft needs be, a juft caufe of great jealoufy, and 
danger to his whole kingdom. 

“ Therefore they did humbly befeech his Majefty 
to difband all fuch forces, as, by his command, 
were alTembled, and relying for his fecurity (as his 
“ predeceflbrs had done) upon the laws, and affec- 
“ tions of his pec^le, he would be pleafed to defift 
“ from any further defigns of that nature, contenting 
“ himfelf with his ufual and ordinary guards ; other- 
“ wife, they fliould hold themfelves bound in duty 
towards God, and the truft repofed in them by the 
people, and the fundamental laws and conftitutions 
** of the kingdom, to employ their care, and utmoft 
** power to fecure the Parliament, and to preferve the 
** peace and quiet of the kingdom.” 

To this petition, delivered publicly, and read with 
hn equal confidence, by their lieger committee, his 
Majefty anfwerofdj 


“ That 
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“That he could not but extremely wonder, thatHjsMajef- 
“ the caufelefs jealoulies concerning his Majefty,*^”*”'^"* 
“ raifed and fomented by a malignant party in the 
“ kingdom) which delired nothing more than to 
“ fnatch to themfclves particular advantages out of a 
general combuftion, (which means of advantage 
“ fhould never be miniftered to them by his fault, of 
“ feeking), foould not be only able to feduce a weak 
party in the kingdom, but feem to find fo much 
“ countenance even from both Houfes, as that his 
“ raifing of a guard, without further defign than for 
the fafety of his perfon, an adlion fo legal, in a 
“ manner fo peaceable, upon caufes fo evident and 
“ neceflary, fhould not only be looked upon, and pe- 
“ titioned againft by them, as a caufe of jealoufy ; 

“ but declared to be raifing of a war againfi: them, 

“ contrary to his former profcflions of his care of re- 
“ ligion and law : and* he no lefs wondered, that that 
“ aAion of his fliould be faid to be apprehended by 
the inhabitants of that county, as an afFrightrnent 
“ and difturbance to his people, having been as well 
“ received there, Is it was every where to be juftified; 

“ and (he fpake of the general, not of a few feduced 
particulars) aflifted and’fpedby that county with that 
“ loyal affoflion and alacrity, as was a moft excellent 
“example, fet to the reft of the kingdom, of their 
“ care of his fafety upon all occafions j and fhould 
‘‘ never be forgotten by him, nor, he hoped, by his 
“ pofterity ; but fhould be ever paid to them, in that, 

“ which is the proper expreflion of a Prince’s grati- 
“ tude, a perpetual, vigilant care to govern them juft- 
ly, and to preferve the only rule, by which they can 
be fo governed, the law of the land ; and, he faid, 

“ he was confident, that if they were themfelves eye-* 
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“ witrtefles, they would fo fbe the contrary, as to give 
“ little prefent thanks, and, hereafter, little credit to 
“ their informers ; and, if they had no better informa- 
“ tion and intelligence of the inclinations and afFec- 
tions of the reft of the kingdom, certainly the minds 
“ of his people (which to fome ends and purpofes they 
did reprefent) were but ill reprefcnted unto them. 

“ He alked them, when they had fo many months 
“ together not contented themfelves to rely for fecu- 
rity, as their predfeceflbrs had done, upon the afFec- 
“ tion of the people, but by their own lingle autho- 
“ rity had raifed to themfelves a guard, (and that 
“ fometimes of no ordinary numbers, and in no or- 
dinary way), and yet all thofe pikes and protef- 
“ tations, that army, on one fide, and that navy, 
“ on the other, had not perfuaded his Majelly to 
“ command them to difband their forces, and to 
content themfelves with their ordinary, that was; 
“ no guard ; or wmrk in him an opinion, that they ap- 
“ peared to levy war againft him, or had any furthef 
“ defign ; how it was poffible, that the fame perfons 
“ fliould be fo apt to fufpedl, and*condemn his Ma- 
“ jelly, who had been fo unapt, in the fame matter, 
“ upon much more ground, to tax or fufpedl them ? 
“ This, he faid, was his cafe, notwithftanding the care! 
and fidelity of his Parliament : his fort was jfept by 
armed men againfi; him ; his proper goods fiirft de- 
“ tained from him, and then, contrary to his com- 
“ mand, by ftrong hand offered to be carried away 
“ in which, at ohce, all his property as a private! 
“ |>erfon, all his authority as a King, was wrefted from 
" him 5, and yet for him to fecure himfelf in a legal 
** Way, that Sit John Hotham might not by the fame 
" forces, or by more, raifed by pretence of the fame au- 

" thority. 
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" thority, (for he daily raifed fome, and it was no new 
thing for him to pretend orders, which he could not 
“ fhew), continue the war that he had levied againft 
“ his Majelfy ; and as well imprifon his perfon, as de- 
‘‘ tain his goods ; and as well Ihut him up jn York, 
“as fliut him out of Hull; was now faid to be 
“ efteemed a caufe of great jealoufy to the Parlia-r 
“ ment, a raifing a war againft them, and of danger 
“ to the whole kingdom : whilft thefe injuftices, and 
“ indignities offered to him, were countenanced by 
" them, who ought to be moft forward in his vindica- 
“ tion, and their punifhment, in obfervation of their 
“ oaths, and truft repofed in them by the people, 'and 
“ to avoid the diffolution of the prefent government. 
“ Upon which cafe, he faid, the whole world was to 
“ judge, whether his Majefty had not reafon, not 
“ wholly to rely upon the care and fidelity of his Par- 
“ liament, being fo ftrangely blinded by malignant 
“ fpirits, as not to perceive his injuries ; but to take 
“ fome care of his own perfon, and, in order to that, 
“ to make ufe of that, authority, which the laws de- 
“ claret to be in his Majefty : and, whether that peti- 
“ tion, with fuch a threatening conclulion, accompa- 
“ nied' with more threatening votes, gave him not 
“ caufe, rather to increafe, than to diminifh his guards ; 
“ efpecially, fince he had feen, before the petition, a 
“ printed paper, dated the feventeenth of May, un- 
“ derwritten by the Clerk of the Houfe of Commons, 
“ commanding, in the name of both Lords and Com- 
“ mons, the Sheriffs of all counties to raife the power 
“ of all thofe counties, to fupprefs fuch of his fub- 
“ jetfts, as, by any of his Majefty’s commands, fhould 
be drawn together, and put (as that paper called it) 

“ in a pofture of war ; charging all his Majelbf s qfii- 

3 H 3 cers 



Sjf THE HISTORY Book V. 

c«rs and fubje<9:s to aflift them in it, at their perils. 
‘‘ For though, he faid, he could not fufpec'l, that that 
“ paper, or any bare votes, not grounded upon law or 
“ reafon, or quotations of repealed ftatutes, as thofe 
“ were of the a, Rich. 11. and i Hen. IV. fhould 
“ have any ill influence upon bis good people, who 
“ knew their duties.too well not to know, that to-take 
up arms againft thofe, who, uj>on a legal command 
of his Majefty, came together to a moft legal end, 
(that was, his Majefty’s fecurity and prefervation), 
“ were to levy war againft his Majefty ; yet, if that 
paper were really the aft of both Houfes, he could 
not but look upon it, as the higheft of fcorns and 
“ indignities ; firft, to iflue out commands of force 
“ againft him ; and, after thofe had appeared ufelefs, 
to offer, by petition, to perfuade him to- that, which 
that force fhould have efiefted., 

“ He faid, he concluded his anfwer to theij: peti- 
tion with his counfel to them, that they would join 
“ with him in exafting fatisfaftion for that unpa- 
" ralleled, and yet unpunifhed, aftion of Sir John Ho- 
“ tham ; and that they would command his fbrt and 
“ goods to be returned to his own hands : that they 
“•would lay down all pretences (under pretence of ne- 
“ ceflity, or declaring what is law) to make lawswjth- 
“ out his Majefty, and,.by confequence, but a cipher 
“ of his Majefty ; that they would declare effeftually 
againft tumults, and call in fuch pamphlets, (punifli- 
“ ing the authors and publifhets of them), as fedi- 
“ tioufly endeavour to difable his Majefty from pro- 
V'tefting his people, by weakening, by falfe afper- 
and new falfe doftrines, his authority with 
confidence in him : the particulars 
lifeich tumults and pamphlets, he faid, he would 

long 
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“ long fince have taken care his learjied Qouncil 
“ Ihould have been enabled to give in evidciife, if, 
“ upon his former offer, his Majefty had received any 
“ return of encouragement from them in it : and, he 
*'• faid, if they did that, they would then, and hardly 
till then, perfuade the world, that they had dif- 
“ charged their duty to God, the truft repofed in 
“ them by the people, and the fundamental laws and 
“ conftitutions of the kingdom j and employed their 
“ care, and ulmoft power, to fecure the Parliament, 
“ (for, he faid, he was ftill a part of the Parliament, 
“ and Ihould be, till this well-tempered monarchy 
“ was turned to a democracy), and to preferve the 
“ peace and quiet of the kingdom ; which, together 
with the defence of the Proteftant religion, the laws 
“ of the land, and his own juft prerogative, (as a part 
“ of, and a defence to, thofe laws), had been the main 
end, wliich, in his confultations and a<5lions, he had 
“ propofed to himfelf.” 

It will be wondered at hereafter, that in a judging 
and difeerning ftatc, where men had, or feemed to 
have, their faculties of reafon and underftanding at 
the height ; in a kingdom then unapt, and generally 
uninclined to war, (how wantonly foever it hath fince 
feemed to throw away its peace), thofe men, who had 
the Ikill and cunning, out of froward and peevifii hu- 
mours and indifpofitions, to compound fears and jea- 
loufics, and to animate and inflame thofe fears and 
jealoufies into the moft prodigious and the boldeft re- 
bellion, that any age or country ever brought forth ; 
who very well law and felt, that the King had bot 
only, to a degree, wound himfelf out of that laby- 
rinth, in which, four months before, they had in- 
volved' him, with their privileges, fears, and jealqut 
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fies ; 4)ut h{id even fo well informed the people, that 
they*l)cgun to queftion both their logic and their law, 
and to fufpetft and cenfure the improvement and gra- 
dation of their fears, and the extent and latitude of 
their privileges ; and that they were not only denied 
by the King, what they required, but that the King’s 
reafons of his denial made very many conclude the 
unreafonablenefs of their demands : I fay, it may 
feem ftrangc, that thefe men could entertain the hope 
and confidence to obtrude fuch a declaration and vote 
upon the people, “ that the King did intend to make 
” war againft the Parliament when they were fo far 
from apprehending, that he would be able to get an 
army to difturb them, that they were moft aflured, he 
would not be able to get bread to fuftain himfelf three 
mouths, without fubmitting all his counfels to their 
conduft and control ; and that the offering to impofc 
it did not awaken the people to an indignation, which 
might have confounded them : for, befides their pre- 
fumption in endeavouring to fearch what the Scripture 
itfelf told tliem was unfearchable, the heart of the 
King ; the very law of the land, whofe defence they 
pretended, makes no conclufion of the intention of 
the meaneft fubjedl, in a matter of the higheft and 
tendereft confideration, even treafon itfelf againft the 
life of the King, without fome overt, unlawful ad, 
from whence, and other circumftances, the ill inten- 
tion may be reafonably made appear ; and therefore, 
to declare that the King intended to make war againft 
his ^parliament, when he had neither fhip, harbour, 
IfOto, ilor money, and knew not how to get any of 
tlwi% and when he offered to grant any thing to them, 
ifthioh ^they could pretend a juftifiable reafon for afk- 
ingi was an undertaking of that nature, that even the 

almightinefs 
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almightinefs of a Parliament might have delpaired to 
fucceed in. 

But, notwithftanding all this, they very well knew 
what they did, and underftood what infinite advantage 
that vote would (as it did) bring to them ; and that a 
natural way would never bring them to their unnatural 
end. The power and reputation of Parliament, they 
believed, would implicitly prevail over many ; and 
amaze and terrify others from difputing or ccnfuring 
what they did, and upon what grounds they did it. 
The difficulty was, to procure the judgment of Par- 
liament ; and to incline thofe different conftitutions, 
and different affetftions, to fuch a concurrence, as the 
judgment might not be difcredited, by the number of 
the diffenters ; nor wounded, or prejudged, by the 
reafons and arguments given againft it : and then, their 
judgments of the cure being to be grounded upon the 
nature and information of the difeafe, it was neceflary to 
confine and contradl their fancies and opinions within 
fome bounds and limits ; the myftery of rebellion 
challenging the fame encouragement with other fci- 
cnces, to grow by ; that there may be certain poftulata, 
fome principles and foundations, upon which the main 
building may fubfift. So, in the cafe of the militia, 
an imminent danger muft be firft fuppofed, by which 
the kingdom is in apparent hazard, and then the 
King’s refufal to apply any remedy againft that dan- 
ger, before the two Houfes would pretend to the 
power of difpofing that militia ; it being too ridicu- 
lous to have pretended the natural and ordinary jurif- 
di<ftion over it ; but, in cafe of danger, and danger fo 
imminent, that the ufual recourfe would not ferve the 
turn, and for the faving of a kingdom, which muft 
otherwife be loft, many good men thought it was 
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reafonable to apply a very extraordinary prevention, 
without iraagih'mg fuch a fuppofition might poffibly 
engage them in any aAion, contrary to their own 
inclinations ; and, without doubt, very many, who 
frankly voted that imminent necellity, were induced 
to it, as an argument, that the King Ihould be there- 
fore importuned to'confent to the fettlement ; which 
would not have appeared fo neceffary a requeft, if the 
occafion had not been important ; never fufpedting, 
that it would have been improved into an argument to 
them, to adventure the doing it without the King’s 
confent. And it is not here unfeafonable, (how merry 
foever it may feem to be), as an inftance of the in- 
cogitancy, and inadvertency of thofe kind of votes 
and tranfadHons, to remember, that the firft refolution 
of the power of the militia being grounded upon a 
fuppofition of an imminent necelBty, the ordinance 
firft fent up from the Commons to the Lords, for the 
execution of the militia, expreffed an eminent necef- 
fity; whereupon, fome Lords, who underftood the 
difference of the words, and that an eminent necefiity 
might be fupplied by the ordinary provilion, which, 
poffibly, an imminent necellity* might not fafely at- 
tend, defired a conference with the Commons for the 
amendment; which, I remember, was at laft, with 
great difficulty, confented to : many (who, I prefume, 
arc not yet grown up to conceive the difference) 
fuppofing it an unnecelfary contention for a word, 
and fo yielding to them, for faving of time, rather 
than difpute a thing which to them feemed of no 
great moment. 

j^^heyj who contrived this fccne, never doubted 
a refolution what was to be done upon a fup- 
pdfed neceffity, they Ihould cafily, when they found 
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it convenient, make that neceffity real. It was no 
hard matter to make the fearful, apprehcnfive of dan- 
gers ; and the jealous, of deligns ; and they wanted 
not evidence of all kinds ; of letters from abroad, and 
difcoveries at home, to make thofc ap-prehenfions 
formidable enough; and then, thot^, before the re- 
folution, there was a great latitude in law and reafon, 
what was lawfully to be done, they had now forejudged 
themfelves, and refolved of the proper remedy, except 
they would argue againft the evidence ; which ufually 
would have been to difcountenance or undervalue 
fome pe'rfon of. notable reputation, or his correfpond- 
cnce ; and always to have.oppofed that that was of filch 
an allay, as, in truth, did operate upon the major part. 
So, in the cafe upon which we now difcourfe, if they 
had, in the moft advantageous article of their fury, 
profefled the railing an army againft the King, there 
was yet that reverence to Majefty, and that fpirit of 
fubjedlion and allegiance in moft men, that they 
would have looked upon it with oppolition and hor- 
ror : but defenfive arms were more plaulible divinity, 
and if the King fliould commit fuch an outrage, as to 
levy war againft his Parliament, to deftroy the reli- 
gion, laws, and liberty of the kingdom, good men were 
perfuadcd, that fuch a refiftance might be made, as 
might preferve the whole ; and he that would have 
argued againft this thefts, beftdes the impertinency of 
, arguing againft a fuppofition, that was not like to be 
real, and in which the corrupt conftdcration of fafety 
feemed to bribe moft men, could never efcapc the 
cenfure of promoting tyranny, and lawlefe dominion. 
Then to incline men to concur in the declaration “ of 
the King’s intention to make war againft the Parlia- 
“ mcnt,” they were perfuaded it might have a good, 

and 
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and could have no ill efFedt : the remedies, that were to 
be applied upon an adlual levying of war, were not juf- 
tifiable upon the intention ; and the declaring this in- 
tention, and the dangers it carried with it to the King 
himfelf, and to all thofe who Ihould affift him, would 
be a probable memis of reforming fuch intention, and 
preventing the execution : inconvenience it could 
produce ti'one, (for the difquieting or difpleafing the 
King was not thought inconvenient), if there were no 
progrefs in the fuppofed intention ; if there were, it 
were fit the whole kingdom fhould ftand upon its 
guard, and not be furprifed to its confufibn. 

By thefc falfe and fallacious mediums, the clearnefs 
of men’s underftandings were dazzled ; and, upon the- 
matter, all their opinions^ and judgments for the fu- 
ture, captivated and pre-engaged by their own voces 
and determinations. For, how eafy a matter is it to 
make it appear to that man, who confented that the 
King intended to make war againft the Parliament, 
that when he fhould do it, he had broken his oath, 
and dilTolvcd his government ; and, that whofoever 
fhould affift him were traitors ; I fay, how eafy was it 
to perfuade that man, that he was obliged to defend the 
Parliament ; to endeavour to uphold that government j 
and to refift thofe traitors ? and, whofoever confiders 
that the nature of men, efpecially of men in authority, 
is inclined ratlier to commit two errors, than to re- 
traeft one, will not marvel, that from this root of un- 
advifednefs, fo many and tall branches of mifehief have 
proceeded. And therefore it were to be wifhed, that 
thofe, who have' the honour to be trufted in public 
jspnfultations, were endued with fo much natural logic, 

‘ idiftern the confequences of every public, ad and 
c!bnc|ufion ; and with fo much confciencc and cou- 
rage. 
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rage, to watch the firft impreffions upon their under- 
ftanding and compliance’: and that, neither out of 
the impertinency 9 f the thing, which men are all apt 
to conclude out of impatiency of difpatch ; or out of 
llratagem to make men odious, (as 'in this Parliament 
many forbore to oppofe unreafonable refolutions, out 
of an opinion, that they would make the contrivers 
odious), or upon any other (though feeming never fo 
politic) conliderations, they confent not to any propo- 
litions, by which truth or juftice are invaded. I am 
confident, with very good warrant, that many men 
have, from their fouls, abhorred every article of this 
rebellion ; and heartily deprecated the miferies and 
defolation we have fuffered by it, who have them- 
felves, with great alacrity and induftry, contributed 
to, if not contrived, thofe very votes and conclufions, 
from whence the evils they abhor, have moft naturally 
and regularly flowed, and been deduced ; and which 
they could not reafonably, upon their own conceffions, 
contradidl and oppofe. 

But to conclude, a man lhall not unprofitably 
fpend his contemplation, that, upon this occafion, con- 
fiders the method of God’s juftice, (a method terribly 
remarkable in many paflages, and upon many perfons, 
which we fhall be compelled to remember in this dif- 
courfe), that the fame principles, and the fame ap- 
plication of thofe principles, Ihould be ufed to the 
wrefting all fovereign power from the Crown, which 
the Crown had a little before made ufe of for the 
extending its authority and power beyond its bounds, 
to the prejudice of the juft rights of the fubjedf. A 
fuppofed neceflity was then thought ground enough 
to create a power, and a bare averment of that necef* 
fity, to beget a pra<5lice to impofe what tax they 
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thought convenient upon the fubjeit, by writs of fhip- 
money never before known ; and a fuppofed neceffity 
now, and a bare averment of that neceffity, is as confi- 
dently, and more fatally, concluded a good ground to 
exclude the Crowd from the ufe of any power, by an 
ordinance never before heard of ; and the fame max- 
im oi falus popiili fuprema lex, which had been ufed to 
the infringing the liberty of the one, made ufe of for 
the deftroying the rights of the other : only that of 
the Pfalmift is yet inverted ; for many of thofe, who 
were the principal makers of the firft pit, are fo far* 
from falling into it, that they have been the chiefeft 
diggers of the fecond ditch, in which fo many have 
been confounded. 

Though they had yet no real apprehenlion, that the 
King would be able, in the leaft degree, to raife a 
force againft them, yet they were heartily enraged to 
find that he lived more like a King, than they wiffied 
he fhould ; that there was fo great refort to him from 
all parts ; and that whereas, little more than two 
months before, his own fervants dufft hardly avow 
the waiting on him, now the chief gentlemen of all 
counties travelled to him, to tender their fervice j 
which implied a difapprobation, at leaft, if not a con- 
tempt of the two Houfes’ carriage towards him. There- 
fore, to. prevent this mifchief, they ealily found ex- 
ception to, and information againft, fome perfons, who 
had reforted to York ; whom they fent the Serjeant of 
the Houfe of Commons to apprehend, and bring them 
before die Houfe as delinquents, to anfwer fuch mat- 
ters as fhould be objeded againft them. I#this num- 
ber there was one Beckwith, a gendeman of York- 
fiMcw* who* as Sir John Hotham had fent them word, 
liid endeavoured to corrupt fome officers of the gar- 
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rifon to deliver Hull up to the King ; this they de- 
clared to be a very heinous crime, and little lefs than 
high treafon ; and therefore concluded him. a delin- 
quent, and to be fent for to attend them : it was 
thought ftrangely ridiculous by ftanders by, that Sir 
John Hotham Ihould be juftified for keeping the 
town againft the King, and another gentleman be 
voted a delinquent for defigning to recover it to its 
allegiance } and that they, who, but few days be- 
fore, when the King had fent a warrant to require 
Serjeant-Major Skippon to attend his Majefty at York, 
refolved, and publilhed their refolution in print, (as 
they did all things, which they conceived might di- 
minifli the reputation of the King, or his authority), 
that fuch command from his Majefty was againft 
“ the law of the land, and the liberty of the fubjedl, 
** and likewife (the perfon being employed by them 
“ to attend their fervice) againft the privilege of Par- 
“ liament ; and therefore, that their Serjeant-Major- 
“ General of the forces of London (that was his ftyle) 
“ fhould continue to attend the fervice of both Houfes 
“ according to their former commands ftiould ex- 
pedl that their warrant Ihould be fubmitted to by 
thofe, who were waiting *on the King, whofe known 
legal authority, fevered from any thing that might be 
underftood to relate to the Parliament, or its privi- 
leges, they had fo flatly contradi<Sted and contenuied, 
that the fame day on which they redeemed their of- 
ficer Skippon from his allegiance, and duty of going 
to the King, being informed, that the King had fent 
a writ to adjourn the term (Midfummer term) to York 
fromWeftminfter, which, without all queftion, was in 
his power legally to do, they declared, “ that the 
King's removing of the term to York from Weft- 

“ minfter 
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“ tninfter, fitting the Parliament, was illegal and 
ordered, “ that the Lord Keeper Ihould not ifliie out 
“ any writs, or feal any proclamation, to that purpofe j” 
which was by him obferved accordingly, notwithftand- 
ing the King’s command for the adjournment. 

When their officer came to York for the apprehen- 
fion of the delinquents, he found the fame negledl 
there of the Parliament, as was found above of the 
King; and was fo ill intreated by thofe, whom he 
looked upon- as his prifoners, that, if the King’s ex- 
traordinary provifion had not been interpofed, the 
meflengcr would fcarce have returned to have re- 
ported how uncurrent fuch warrants were like to be in 
York, and how perilous fuch voyages might prove to 
the adventurers : but how amazed or furprifed fo- 
ever they feemed to be with this new contradiftion, it 
was no more than they looked for ; for their dilemma 
was, if their meflenger returned with his prize, all the 
refort to, and all the glory of York was determined ; 
for no man would repair thither, from whence the 
bare voting him a delinquent would remove him witli 
thofe other inconvenient circumftances of cenfure 
and imprifonment : if he returned negle£i;ed and af- 
fronted, as they prefumed he would, they had a new 
reproach for the King, “ of protefting delinquents 
againft the juftice of Parliament,;” which would be 
a new breach of their privileges, as heinous and un- 
popular, as had yet been made, and for the vindication 
whereof their proteftation would no lefs oblige them, 
than it had done on the behalf of the five members. 
And fuch votes they pafled upon the return of their 
officer ; and had in readinefs prepared two voluminous 
declarations to the people, which they publilhed about 
the fanie time; the one filled with all the reiterated 
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complaints, and envenomed repetitions, of what had 
been done, or been thought to have been done amil’s 
in the whole reign of the King, to render his perfon 
odious, or unacceptable ; the other undervaluing his 
royal power, and declaring agaipft it, to make his au- 
thority defpifed, at leaft not feared. 

The firft was of the nineteenth of May, in which 
they declared, 

“That the infinite mercy and providence of AeTheDecU- 
“ Almighty God had been abundantly manifcfted, Remo°- 
“ fince the beginning of this Parliament, in great va-fhTi^'^ 

“ riety of proteftions and blellings ; whereby he 
“ not only delivered them from many wicked plots ' 9 , ‘64*. 

“ and defigns, which, if they had taken efiiedf, would 
“ have brought ruin and deftruftion upon the king- 
“ dom ; but, out of thofe attempts, had produced 4 j[- 
“ vers evident and remarkable advantages, to the fur- 
“ therance of thofe fervices, which they had been de- 
“ lirous to perform to their Sovereign Lord the King, 

“ and to the Church and State, in providing for the 
“ public peace, and profperity of his Majefty, and all 
“ his realms ; which, in the prefence of the fame all- 
“ feeing Deity, they protefted to have been, and ftill 
“ to be, the only end of all their counfels and endea- 
“ vours ; wherein they had refolved to continue freed 
and enlarged from all private aims, perfonal re- 
“ fpedls, or paffions whatfoever. 

“ In which refolution, they faid, they were nothing 
“ difeouraged, although the heads of the malignant 
“ party difappointed of their prey, the religion and 
“ liberty of the kingdom, which they were ready to 
“ feize upon and devour before the beginning of this 
“ Parliament, had ftill perfifted”, by new pradlices, 

“ both of force and fubtilty, to recover the fame 
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“again; for which purpofc they had made feveral 
“ attempts for bringing up the army ; they afterwards 
“ projeded the falfe accufation of the Lord Kimbol- 
“ ton, and the five members of the Houfe pf Com- 
“ mons, which being in itfelf of an odious nature, 
“ they had yet fo far prevailed with his Majcfty, as to 
“ procure him to take it upon himfelf ; but when the 
unchangeable duty and faithfulnefs of the Parliament 
“ could not be wrought upon, by fuch a faft as that, 
“ to withdraw any part of their reverence and obedi- 
“ ence from his Majefty, they had, with muft art and 
“ induftry, advifed his Majefty to fuffer divers unjuft; 
“ fcandals and imputations upon the Parliament, to be 
“ publifhed in his name, whereby they might make it 
“ odious to the people, and, by their help, deftroy 
y that, which hitherto had been the only means of 
“ their own prefervation. 

“ For this purpofe, they had drawn his Majefty 
“ into the northern parts far from the Parliament ; 
“ that fo falfe rumours might have time to get credit, 
“ and the juft defences of the Parliament find a more 
tedious, difficult, and difadvantageous accefs, after 
“ thofe falfe imputations and flanders had been firft 
“ rooted in the apprehenfion of his Majefty, and his 
“ fubjedls ; which the more fpeedily to eftedf, they 
“ had caufed a prefs to be tranfported to York, from 
“ whence feveral papers and writings of that kind 
were conveyed to all parts of the kingdom, without 
“ the authority of the Great Seal, in ah unufual and 
“ illegal manner, and without the advice of his Ma- 
“ jefty’s Privy-Council ; from the greater and better 
“ part whereof having withdrawn himfelf, as well as 
from his great council of Parliament, he was ‘there- 
“ by expofed to the wicked and unfaithful counfels 
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. “ of fuch, as had made the wifdom and juftice of the 
“ Parliament dangerous to themfelves ; and that dan- 
“ ger they laboured to prevent by hiding their own 
“ guilt under the name and fliadow of the King ; in- 
“ fuling into him their own fears, and, as much as in 
“ them lay, afperfing his royal perfon and honour 
“ with their own infamy ; from both which it had 
“ always been as much the care, as it was the duty of 
the Parliament to preferve his Majefty, and to fix 
“ the guilt of all evil a<ffions and counfels upon thofe 
“ who had been the authors of them. 

“ Among divers writings of that kind, they faid, 
“ they, the Lords and Commons in Parliament, had 
“ taken into their confiderations two printed papers ; 

the firft containing a declaration, which they had 
“ received from his Majefty, in anfwer to that which 
“ had been prefented to his Majefty from both Houfes 
“at Newmarket, the ninth of March, 1641; the 
“ other, his Majefty’s anfwer to the petition of both 
“ Houfes, prefented to his Majefty the twenty-lixth 
“ of March, 1642. Both which were filled with harfh 
“ cenfures, and caufelefs charges upon the Parliament; 
“ concerning which they held it neceflary to give fa- 
“ tisfadlion to the kingdom ; feeing they found it 
“ very difficult to fatisfy his Majefty, whom, to their 
“great grief, they had found to be fo engaged to, 
and poflefled by thofe mifapprehenfions, which evil 
counfellors have wrought in him, that their moft 
“ humble and faithful remonftrances had rather irri- 
rated and embittered, than any thing allayed, or 
“ fnitigated, the fbarp expreffions, which bis Majefty 
“ liad been pleafed to make in anfwer to them ; for 
“ the manifeftation whereof, and of their own inno- 
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** cency, they delired that all his Majefty’s loving fub- 
“ jedls might take notice of thefe particulars : 

“ They knew no occafion given by them, which 
“ might move his Majefty to tell them, that in their 
“ declaration, prefented at Newmarket, there were 
“ fome expreffions diiferent from the ufual language 
** to Princes : neither did they tell his Majefty, either 
“ in words or in efFedf, that if he did not join with 
“ them in an a(ft, which he conceived might prove 
prejudicial and dangerous to himfelf, and the whole 
kingdom, they would make a law without him, and 
“ impofe it upon the people. That which they defired, 
“ they faid, was, that, in regard of the imminent dan- 
“ ger of the kingdom, the militia, for the fecurity of 
** his Majefty and his people, might be put under 
“ the command of fuch noble and faithful perfons, 
“ as they had all caufe to confide in : and fuch was 
“ the neceflity of this prefervation, that they declared, 
“ that, if his Majefty fliould refufe to join with them 
“ therein, the two Houfes of Parliament, being tjie 
“ fupremc court, and higheft council of the king- 
dom, were enabled, by their own authority, to pro- 
“ vide for the repulling of fuch imminent and evident 
“ danger, not by any new law of their own making, 
W had been untruly fuggefted to his Majefty, but 
“ by the moft ancient law of the kingdom, even that 
“ w'hich is fundamental and eflential to the conftitu- 
“ tion and fubliftence of it. 

“ Although they never defired, they faid, to en- 
courage his Majefty to fuch replies as might pro- 
duce any conteftation between him and his Pa^lia- 
“ tnent, of which they never found better efFeft, than 
lo(s of time, and hindrance of the public afF4irs ; 
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“ yet they had been' far from telling him of how little 
“ value his words would be with them, much lefs 
“ when they were accompanied with adlions of love 
“ and juftice. They faid, he had more reafon to find 
“ fault with thofe wicked counfellors, who haS fo of- 
“ ten bereaved him of the honour, and his people 
“ of the fruit of many gracious fpeeches, which he 
“ had made to them, fuch as thofe in the end of the 
“ laft Parliament ; that, on the word of a King, and 
“ as he was a gentleman, he would redrefs the griev- 
“ ances of his people, as well out of Parliament, as in 
“ it. They alked, if the fearching the ftudies and 
chambers, yea, the pockets of fome, both of the No'^ 
“ bility and Commons, the very next day ; the com- 
“ mitment of Mr. Bellafis, Sir John Hotham, and 
“ Mr. Crew ; the continued opprefllons by fhip- 
“ money, coat and condu<5t money ; with the mani- 
“ fold imprifonments, and other vexations thereupon, 
and other enfuing violations of the laws and liber- 
“ ties of the kingdom, (all which were the clFedls of 
“ evil counfel, and abundantly declared in their re- 
monftrance of the ftate of the kingdom), were ac- 
“ tions of love and jufiHe, fuitablc to fuch words as 
“ thofe ? 

“ As gracious was his Majefty’s fpeech in the be- 
“ ginning of this Parliament ; that he was refolved to 
“ put himfelf freely and clearly upon the love and af- 
“ fedlion of his Englifh fubje(51:s. They afked whe- 
“ ther his caufelefs complaints and jealoufies, the un- 
“ iuft imputations fo often caft upon his Parliament, 
“iis denial of their necefiary defence by the ordi- 
“ nance of the militia, his dangerous abfenting him- 
“ ^If from his Great Council, like to produce fuch a 
*'• ^fehievous divifion in the kingdom, had not been 
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more fuitable to other men’s evil counfels, than to 
“ his own words ? Neither, they faid, had his latter 
“ fpeeches been better ufed, and preferved by thofe 
“ evil and wicked counfellors. Could any words be 
" fuller of love and juftice, than thofe in his anfwer to 
“ the meflagc fent to the Houfe of Commons, the 
“ thirty-firft of December, 1641 : We do engage 
“ unto you folemnly the word of a King, that the fe- 
“ curity of all and every one of you from violence is, 
“ and ever fhall be, as much our care, as the prefer- 
** vation of us, and our children ? And could any 
“ adlions be fuller of injuftice and violence, than that 
“ of the Attorney General, in falfely accufing the fix 
“ members of Parliament, and the other proceedings 
“ thereupon, within three or four days after that mef- 
“ fage ? For the full view whereof, they defired the 
“ declaration made of thofe proceedings might be 
“ perufed ; and by thofe inftances (they could, add 
“ many more) the world might judge who deferved to 
‘‘ be taxed with difvaluing his Majefty’s words, they 
“ who had, as much as in them lay, fiained and ful- 
“ lied them with fuch foul^ counfels ; or the Parlia- 
“ ment, who had ever maniffeed, with joy and de- 
light, their humble thankfiilnefs for thofe gracious 
“ words, and aftions of love and juftice, which had 
“ been conformable thereunto. 

“ The King, they faid, had been pleafed to difavow 
the having any fuch evil counfel or counfellors, as 
“ were mentioned in their declaration, to his know- 
« ledge ; and they held it their duty humbly to avaw 
“ there were fuch ; or elfe they muft fay, that all 
“ ill things dbrie of late in his Majefty’s name lud 
been done by himfelf ; wherein they Ihould neitl||er 
“ follow the diredtion of the law, nor the afFedliori ipf 
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their own hearts, which was, as much as might be, to 
“ clear his Majefty from all imputation of mifgovern- 
“ ment, and to lay the fault upon his minifters. The 
“ falfe acculing of fix members of Parliament ; the 
juftifying Mr. Attorney in that falfe accufation; the 
“ violent coming to the Houfe of Commons ; the de- 
“ nial of the militia ; the fharp melTages to both 
“ Houfes, contrary to the cufioms of former Kings ; 
“ the long and remote abfence of his Majefty from 
“ Parliament ; the heavy and wrongful taxes upon 
both Houfes ; the cherifliing and countenanc- 
ing a difeontented party in the kingdom againft 
“ them, were certainly the fruits of very evil counfels, 
apt to put the kingdom into a combuftion, to hin- 
“ der the fupplies of Ireland, and to countenance the 
proceedings and pretenfions of the rebels there : and 
the authors of thefe evil counfels, they conceived, 
“ muft needs be known to his Majefty ; and they 
“ hoped their labouring with his Majefty, to have 
“ thofe difeovered, and brought to a juft cenfure, 
would not fO much wound his honour, in the opi- 
“ nion of his good fubjedls, as his labouring to pre- 
“ ferve and conceal them. 

“ And whereas his Majefty had faid, he could wifli 
that his own immediate adfions, which lie avowed, 
“ and his own honour, might not be fo roughly cen- 
** fured under the common ftyle of evil counfgllors ; 
** they faid, that they could alfo heartily wifti that 
they had not caufe to make that ftyle fo common 
but how often and undutifully foever, thofe wicke 
“ wunfellors fiiould fix their difhonour upon th 
King, by making his Majefty the author of thol 
wil afbions, which were the effetfts of their own evi 
q/mfels, they, his Majefty’s loyal and dutiful, fub 
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“ je£ls could ufe no other ftyle, according to that 
“ maxim of the law, the King can do no vorong ; but 
“ if any ill were committed in matter of ftate, the 
“ Council ; if in matter of juftice, the Judges muft 
anfwer for it. 

“ They faid, they had laid no charge upon his Ma- 
“jefty, which fliould put him upon that apology, 
“ concerning his faithful and jealous affection of the 
‘‘ Proteftant profellion : neither did his Majefty en- 
“ deavour to clear thofe in greateft authority about 
him, by whom they had faid that defign had been 
“ potently carried on for divers years ; and they rather 
“ wifhed that the mercies of heaven, than the judg« 
ments, might be manifefted upon them ; but that 
“ there had been fuch,- there were fuch plentiful and 
“ frequent evidences, that they believed there was 
“ none, either Proteftant or Papift, who had had any 
reafonable view of the paflages of latter times, but, 
“ either in fear or hope, did expc(ft a hidden iflue of 
“ that defign. 

“ They faid, they had no way tranfgrefled againft 
“ the A<ft of Oblivion, by remembering the intended 
“ war againft Scotland, as a branch of that defign to 
“ alter religion by thofe wicked counfels, from which 
“ God did then deliver them, which they ought never 
“ to forget. 

“ That the rebellion in Ireland was framed and 

% 

“ cherifhed by the Popifli and malignant party in 
England, was not only affirmed by the rebels, but, 
“ they faid, might be cleared by many other proofs ; 
“ the fame rebellious principles of pretended religion, 
“ the fame politic ends were apparent in both, and 
their malicious defigns and practices were mall|ed 
^fand difguifed with the fame falfe colour of i^fceir 
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“ earneft zeal to'vindicate his Majefty’s prerogative, 
from the fuppofed opprellion of the Parliament. 
“ How much thofe treacherous pretences had been 
“ countenanced, by fome evil council about his Ma- 
“jefty, might appear in this, that the proclamation, 
“ whereby they were declared traitors, was fo long 
“ withheld, as to the fecond of January, though the 
rebellion broke forth in t)<5lober before, and then 
“ no more than forty copies appointed to be printed ; 

with a fpecial command from his Majefty not to ex- 
‘‘ ceed that number ; and that none of them Ihould be 
“ publifhed, till his Majefty’s pleafurc was further fig- 
“ nified, as by the warrant appears, a true copy where- 
of was annexed to this declaration ; fo that a few 
“ only could take notice of it ; which was made more 
“ obfervable, by the late contrary proceedings againft 
the Scots, who were in a very quick and lharp man- 
“ ner proclaimed ; and thofe proclamations forthwith 
difperfed, with as much diligence as might be, 
“ throughout all the kingdom, and ordered to be read 
“ in all churches, accompanied with public prayers 
“ and execrations. Another evidence of favour and 
“ countenance to the rebelj^in fome of power about 
“ his Majefty, was this, that they had put forth, in his 
“ Majefty’s name, a caufelefs complaint againft the 
“ Parliament, which fpeaks the fame language of the 
“ Parliament which the. rebels do, thereby to raife a 
“ belief in men’s minds, that his Majefty’s afFedlions 
** were alienated, as well as his perfon was removed, 
from that his Great Council. All which, they faid, 
“ djjd exceedingly retard the fupplies of Ireland, and 
“ more advance the proceedings of the rebels, than 
ai^. jealoufy or mifapprehenfion begotten in his 
“ fi^edts, by the declaration of the rebels, injundlion 
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of Rofetti, or information of Triftram Whetcomb ; 
fo that, confidering the prefent ftate and temper of 
both kingdoms, his royal prefence was far more ne- 
“ celfary here, than it could be in Ireland, for rc- 
demption or protedlion of his fubjedls there. 

And whether there were caufe of his Majefty’s 
great indignation, for being reproached to have in- 
“ tended force or threatening to the Parliament, they 
“ defired them to confider who fhould read their de- 
“ claration, in which there was no w'ord tending to 
" any fuch reproach ; and certainly, they faid, they 
“ had been more tender of his Majefty’s honour in 
“ that point, than he, whofoev'er he was, that did write 
“ that declaration ; where, in his Majefty’s name, he 
“ did call God to witnefs, he never had any fuch 
“ thought, or knew of any fuch refolution of bringing 
“ up the army ; which truly, they faid, would feem 
“ ftrange to thofe, who fliould read the depolition of 
“ Mr. Goring, the information of Mr. Percy, and 
“ divers other examinations of Mr. Wilmot, Mr. Pol- 
“ lard, and others ; the other examination of Captain 
“ Leg, Sir Jacob Afhley, and Sir John Conyers ; and 
“ confider the condition*#nd nature of the petition, 
which was fent unto Sir Jacob Afhley, under the ap- 
probation of C. R. which his Majefty had now ac- 
knowledged to be his own hand j and, being full of 
“ fcandal to the Parliament, might have proved dan- 
“ gerous to the whole kingdom, if the army Ihould 
“ have interpofed betwixt the King and them, as was 
“ defired. 

" They did not affirm tliat his Majefty’s warrant 
“ liras granted for the paflage of Mr. Jermyn, after 
“ the delire of both Houfes for reftraint of his vfer- 
vants ; but only that he did pafs over, after th* re- 
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“ ftraint, by virtue of fuch a warrant. They knew 
the warrant bore date the day before their delirc ; 
yet, they faid, it feemed ftrange to thofe, who kntfw 
how great refpedl and power Mr. Jermyn had in 
“ Court, that he Ihould begin his journey in fuch 
“ hafte, and in apparel fo unfit for travel, as a black 
fatin fuit, and white boots, if his going away was 
defigned the day before. 

“ The accufation of the Lord Kimbolton, and the 
“ five members of the Houfe of Commons, was called 
“ a breach of privilege ; and truly fo it was, and a 
“ very high one, far above any fatisfaAion that had 
been yet given ; for, they alked, how it could be 
“ faid to be largely fatisfied, fo long as his Majefty 
" laboured to preferve Mr. Attorney from punifli- 
“ ment, who was the vifible adlor in it ? So long as 
“ his Majefiy had not only juftified him, but by his 
“ letter declared, that it was his duty to accufe them, 
“ and that he would have punifhed him, if he had 
“ not done it ? So long as thofe members had not the 
“ means of clearing their innocency, and the authors 
“ of that malicious charge were undifeovered, though 
“ both Houfes of Parliament had feveral times peti- 
“ tioned his Majefty to difeover them, and that, not 
“ only upon the grounds of common juftice, but by 
a(ft of Parliament, his Majefty was bound to do it ? 
“ So long as the King refufed to pafs a bill for their 
difeharge, alleging that the narrative in that bill was 
againft his honour ; whereby he feemed ftill to 
“ avow the matter of that falfe and fcandalous accufa- 
“ tioB, though he deferred the profecution, offering 
“ to pafs a bill for their acquittal ; yet with intima- 
“ tioh that they muft defert the avowing their own 
inrfeccncy, which would more wound them in ho- 
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noar, than fecure them in law ? And in vindica- 
“ tion of that great privilege of Parliament, they did 
“*not know that they had invaded any privilege be- 
longing to his Majefty, as had been alleged in that 
‘^declaration. 

“ But, they faid, they looked not upon that only in 
“ the notion of a breach of privilege, which might 
“ be, though the accufation were true or falfe ; but 
“ under the notion of a heinous crime in the Attor- 
“ ney, and all other fubjedls, who had a hand in it ; a 
“ crime againft the law of nature, againll the rules of 
“ juftice ; that innocent men fhould be charged with 
“ fo great an otFence as trcafon, in the face of the 
“ higheft judicatory of tlie kingdom, w'hereby their 
“ lives and eftates, their blood and honour, were en- 
“ dangered, without witnefs, without evidence, w'ith- 
“ out all poifibility of reparation in a legal courfe ; 
“ yet a crime of fuch a nature, that his Majelty’s 
“ command can no more warrant, than it can any 
“ other a6l of injuftice. Thefe things, wdiich were 
“ evil in their own nature, fuch as a falfe teftimony, or 
falfe accufation, could not be the fubjedl of anj 
“ command, or induce any obligation of obedience 
“ upon any man, by any authority whatfoever : there- 
“ fore the Attorney, in that cafe, was bound to have 
“ refufed to execute fuch a command, unlefs he had 
“ fome fuch evidence or teftimony, as might have 
“ warranted him againft; the parties, and be liable to 
“ make fatisfatftion, if it fhould prove falfe ; and it 
“ was fufficicntly known to every man, and adjudged 
“ in Parliament, that the King could be neith^ the 
“ relator, informer, or witnefs. If it fhould reft as it 
was, without further fatisfadlion, no future l\rlia- 
“ ment could be fafe, but that the members mi^t be 
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“ taken, and deftroyed at pleafure ; yea the very 
“ principles of government and juftice would be in 
danger to be diflblvcd. 

They faid, they did not conceive, that numbers 
did make an affembly unlawful, but when either the 
“ end, or manner of their carriage fhould be unlawfuL 
Divers juft occalions might draw the citizens to 
“ Weftminfter; where many public and private peti- 
tions, and other caufes, were depending in Parlia- 
ment ; and why that fliould be found more faulty 
“ in the citizens, than the refort every day in the 
term of great numbers to the ordinary courts of 
juftice, they knew not : that thofe citizens were no- 
torioufly provoked, and aflaulted at Weftminfter by 
“ Colonel Lunsford, Captain Hyde, and others, and 
“ by fbme of the fervants of the Archbifhop of York, 
“ was fufficiently proved ; and that afterwards they 
were more violently wounded, and moft barbaroufty 
“ mangled with fwords, by the officers and foldicrs 
“ near Whitehall, many of them being without wea- 
“ pons, and giving no caufe of diftafte, was likewife 
” proved by feveral teftimonics ; but of any fcandal- 
“ ous or feditious mifdemeanours of theirs, that might 
give his Majefty good caufe to fuppofe his own per- 
“ fon, or thofe of his royal confort or children, to be 
in apparent danger, they had no proof ever offered 
“ to either Houfe ; and if there had been any com- 
“ plaint of that kind, it was no doubt the Houfes 
“ would have been as forward to join in an order, for 
“ the fuppreffing of fuch tumults, as they were, not 
“ loig before, upon another occafion, when they 
“ m^e an order to that purpofe ; whereas thofe offi- 
“ ceis and foldiers, which committed thafe violence 
‘f u^^ fo many of the citizens at Whitehall, were 
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cheriflicd and foftered in his Majefty’s houfe ; and 
** when, not long after, the Common Council of Lon- 
’ '** don prefented a petition to his Majefty for repara- 
“ tion of th'ofe injuries, his Majefty’s anfwer was, 
without hearing the proof of the complaints, that if 
“ any citizen were wounded, or ill entreated, his Ma- 
jefty was confidently aflured, that it happened by 
** their own evil and corrupt demeanours. 

They faid, they hoped, it could not be thought 
contrary to the duty and wifdom of a Parliament, 
“ if many concurring, and frequently reiterated and 
“ renewed advertifements from Rome, Venice, Paris, 
“ and other parts, if the felicitations of the Pope’s 
nuncio, and their own difeontented fugitives, did 
“ make them jealous and watchful for the fafety of 
the State : and they had been very careful to luakc 
“ their expreffions thereof fo eafy, and fo plain to the 
capacity and underflanding of the people, that no- 
thing might juftly ftick with them, with refledlion 
upon the perfon of his Majefty : wherein they ap- 
“ pealed to the judgment of any indifferent perfon, 
** who fhould read and perufe their own words. 

“ They laid, they muft maintain the ground of 
“ their fears to be of that moment, that they could 
“ not difeharge the truft and duty that lay upon 
tjjieip, unlefs they did apply themfelves to the ufe 
of thofe means, to which the law had enabled them 
“ in cafes of that nature, for the neceffary defence of 
the kingdom ; and as his Majefty did gracioufly 
“ declare, that the law fhould be the meafure of his 
“ power ; fo did they moft heartily profefs, that^dhey 
fhould always make it the rule of their obedience. 
“ Theu obferved, that there were certain ’.pru- 

dent in his Maiefty’s anfwer; and/faid, 
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“ that the next point of their declaration was, with 
“ much caution, artificially pafled over by him who 
“ drew his Majefty’s anfwer ; it being indeed the 
“ foundation of all their mifery, and his Majefty’s 
“ trouble, that he was pleafed to hear general taxes 
“ upon his Parliament, without any particular charge, 
“ to which they might give fatisfadlion ; and that he 
“ had often conceived difpleafure againft particular 
‘‘ perfons, upon mifinformation ; and although thofe 
“ informations had been clearly proved to be falfe, 
“ yet he would never bring the accufers to queftion ; 
“ which did lay an impoflibility upon honeft men of 
“ clearing themfelves, and gave an encouragement to 
“ falfe and unworthy perfons to trouble him with 
“ untrue and groundlefs informations. Three parti- 
“ culars they had mentioned in their declaration, 
“ which the penner of his Majefty’s anfwer had good 
“ caufe to omit : the words fuppofed to have been 
“ fpoken at Kenfington ; the pretended articles againft 
“ the Queen ; and the groundlefs accufation of the 
fix members of Parliament ; there being nothing to 
“ be faid in defence, or denial of any of them. 

“ Concerning his Majefty’s defire to join with his 
“ Parliament, and with his faithful fubjefts, in de- 
‘‘ fence of religion, and the public good of tjie king- 
“ dom, they faid, they doubted not he would do it 
“ fully, when evil counfellors ihould be removed 
“ from about him ; and until that fhould be, as they 
“ had fhewed before of words, fo muft they alfo fay 
“ of laws, that they could not fecure them ; witnefs 
“ ^he Petition of Right, which had been followed with 
“ liich an inundation ,pf illegal taxes, that they had 
“ juft caufe to think, that the paymenfc,|f eight hun- 
«^5ed and twenty thoufand pounds, was an eafy bur- 

then 
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“ then to the commonwealth in exchange of them ; 
“ and they could not but juftly think, that if there 
“ were a continuance of fuch ill counfellors, and fa- 
“ vour to them, they would, by fome wicked device 
“ or other, make the bill for the triennial Parliament, 
“ and thofe other excellent laws mentioned in his 
“ Majefty’s declaration, of lefs value than wotds. 
“ That excellent bill for the continuance of this Par- 
“ liamentj they faid, was fo necefl'ary, that without it 
" they could not have raifed fo great fums of money 
“ for the fervice of his Majefly and the common- 
“ wealth, as they had done, and without which the 
ruin and deftrudfion of the kingdom muft needs 
“ have followed : and, they were refolved, the gra- 
“ cious favour of his Majefty, exprelTed in that bill, 
and the advantage and fecurity which thereby they 
“ had from being dilfolved, fliould not encourage 
“ them to do any thing, which otherwife had not 
“ been fit to have been done. And they were ready 
“ to make it good before all the world, that though 
his Majefty had pafled many bills very advantagc- 
“ ous for the fubjedl, yet in none of them had they 
“ bereaved his Majefty of any juft, necefl’ary, or pro- 
“ fitable prerogative of the Crown. 

“ They faid, they fo earneftly defired his Majefty’s 
“ return to London, for that upon it, they conceived, 
“ depended the very fafety and being of both his 
“ kingdoms : and therefore they muft proteft, that, as 
for the time paft, neither the government of Lon- 
“ don, nor any laws of the land, had loft their life and 
“ force for his fecurity, fo for the future they fhopld 
“ be ready to do or fay any thing, that might ftand 
“ witljt;i:;the,|^ty or honout of a Parliament, winch 
“ might rai^ a ’mutual confidence between hisvMa- 
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“ jefty and them, as they did wifh, and as the affairs 
“ of the kingdom did require. 

“ Thus far, they faid, the anfwer to that, which 
“ was called his Majcfty's Declaration, had led them. 
“ Now they came to that, which was entitled his Ma- 
“ jefty’s Anfwer to the petition of both Houfes, pre- 
“ fented to him at York, the twenty-lixth of March, 
1642. In the beginning whereof, his Majefty 
“ wifhecl, that their privileges on all parts were fo 
“ ftated, that that way of correfpondency might be 
“ preferved with that freedom, which had been ufed 
*'ofold. They faid, they knew nothing introduced 
“ by them, that gave any impediment thereunto ; 
“ neither had they affirmed their privileges to be 
“ broken, when his Majefty denied them any thing, 
“ or gave a rcafon why he could not. grant it ; or that 
“ thofe, who advifed fuch a denial, were enemies to 
the peace of the kingdom, and favourers of the Irifh 
“ rebellion ; in which afperfion, that was turned to a 
‘^ general affertion, which, in their votes, was ap- 
plied to a particular cafe ; wherefore they muft 
“ maintain their votes, that to contradidl that, which 
“ both Houfes, in the queftiorl concerning the mili- 
tia, had declared to be law, and command it fltould 
“ not be obeyed, is a high breach of privilege, and 
“ that thofe, who advifed his Majefty to abfent hini- 
“ felf from his Parliament, were enemies to the peace 
‘‘ of the kingdom, and juftly to be fufpedfed to be fa- 
“ vourers of the rebellion in Ireland. The reafons of 
“ both were evident, becaufe in the firft there was 
“ as- great a derogatibn from the truft and authority 
of ]^arliament ; andji'fr: fecond, as much advan- 

tage to the proceeditij^l^d hopes of tl^^bels, as 
** mi^ht be ; and they held it a very cauMfefs impu- 
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" tation upon the Parliament, that they had therein 
“ any way impeached, much lefs taken away the free- 
“ dom of his Majefty’s vote ; which did not import a 
“ liberty in his Majefty, to deny any thing how ne- 
“ ceffary foever for the prefervation of the kingdom, 
“ much lefs a licence to evil counfellors, to advife any 
“ thing, though never fo deftru6live to his Majefty 
“ and his people. 

By the meflage of the twentieth of January, his 
Majefty had propounded to both Houfes of Parlia- 
“ ment, that they would, with all fpeed, fall into a fe- 
“ rious confideration of all thofe particulars which they 
“ thought neceffary, as well for the upholding and 
maintaining of his Majefty’s juft and regal authority, 
“ and for the fettling his revenue, as for the prefent 
“ and future eftabliftiing their privileges ; the free 
“ and quiet enjoying their eftates ; the liberties of 
their perfons ; the fecurity of the true religion, pro- 
“ fefled in the Church of England ; and the fettling 
of ceremonies, in fuch a manner, as might take 
“ away all juft offence, and digeft it into one entire 
“ body. 

“ To that point of upholding and maintaining his 
royal authority, they faid, nothing had been done 
to the prejudice of it, that fhould require any new 
“ provifton : to the other of fettling the revenue, the 
“ Parliament had no way abridged or difordered his 
juft revenue but it was true, that much wafte and 
“ confufion of his Majefty’s eftate had been made by 
“ thofe evil and unfaithful minifters, whom he had 
“ employed in the managing of it ; whereby Ims own 
ordinary expences would have been difappointed, 
and'dii&Tafety of the kingdom more endangered, if 
“ the Parliament had not, in fc®ne meafure, provided 
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“ for his houfehold, and for fome of the forts, more 
than they were bound to do ; and they were ftill 
“ willing to fettle fuch a revenue upon his Majefty, 
“ as might make him live royally, plentifully, and 
“ fafely ; but they could not, in wifdom and fidelity 
“ to the commonwealth, do that, till he flrould choofe 
“ fuch counfellors and officers, as might order and 
“ difpofe it to the public good, and not apply it to 
“ the ruin and deftraftion of his people, as hereto- 
“ fore it had been. But that, and the other matters 
“ concerning themfelves, being works of great im- 
“ portance, and full of intricacy, would require fo 
“ long a time of deliberation, that the kingdom might 
be ruined before they could efi’etft them : therefore 
“ they thought it necefiary, firft to be fuitors to his 
“ Majefty, fo to order the militia, that, the kingdom 
“ being fecured, they might, with more eafe and 
“ fafety, apply themfelves to debate of that meflage, 
“ wherein they had been interrupted, by his Majefty’s 
“ denial of the ordinance concerning the fame ; be- 
“ caufe it would have been in vain for them to labour 
“ in other things, and in the mean time to leave 
“ themfelves naked to the malice of fo many enemies, 
“ both at home and abroad ; yet they had not been 
“ altogether negligent of thofe things, which his Ma- 
“ jefty had been pleafed to propound in that meffage : 
“ they had agreed upon a book of rates in a larger 
“ proportion, than had been granted to any of his 
“ Majefty’s predecelTors, which was a confiderable 
“ fupport of his Majefty’s public charge ; and had 
“ likfwife prepared divers propofitions, and bills, for 
“ prefervation of their religion and liberties, which 
they intended ffiortly to prefent to his Majefty ; and 
" to<do whatfoever was fit for them, to make up that 
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“ unpleafant breach between his Majefty and the Par- 
“ liament. 

“ Whereas divers exceptions had been taken con- 
“ cerning the militia ; firft, that his Majefty never de- 
“ nied the thing, but accepted the perfons, (except for 
‘‘ corporations), only that he denied the way ; to which 
“ they anfwcred, that that exception took oflf Lon- 
“ don, and all other great towns and cities, which 
make a great part of the kingdom ; and for the 
“ way of ordinance, it is ancient, more fpeedy, more 
“ eafily alterable, and, in all thefe and other refpecfts, 
“ more proper, and more applicable to the prefent 
“ occafion, than a bill ; which his Majefty called the 
good old way of impoling upon the fubjefts. It 
“ fhould feem, that neither his Majefty ’s royal prede- 
“ ceflbrs, nor their anceftors, had heretofore been of 
“that opinion; 37 Edw. III. they faid, they found 
“ this record: The Chancellor made declaration of the 
“ challenge of the Parliament ; the King defires to 
“ know the griefs of his fubjcdls, and to redrefs enor- 
“ mities. The laft day of the Parliament, the King 
“ demanded of the whole eftates, whether they would 
“ have fuch things as they agreed on, by way of ordi- 
“ nance, or ftatute ? who anfwcred, by way of ordi- 
nance, for that they might amend the fame at their 
“ pleafures ; and fo it was. 

“ But his Majefty objedfed further, that there was 
“ fomewhat in the preface, to which he could not 
confent with juftice to his honour and innocence ; 
“ and that thereby he was excluded from any power 
“ in the difpofing of it. Thefe objedfions, they jfaid, 
“ might feem fomew'hat, but indeed would appear no- 
“ things when it fhould be confidered, that nothing in 
the preamble laid any charge upon his Majeftjt, or 
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“ in the body of the ordinance, that excludes his 
“ royal authority in the difpofing or execution of it : 
“ but only it was provided, that it Ihould be lignified 
by both Houfes of Parliament, as that channel, 
“ through which it would be beft derived, and moll 
“ certainly to thofe ends for which it was intended ; 
“ and let all the world judge whether they had not 
“ reafon to infill upon it, that tiie llrength of the 
“ kingdom Ihould rather be ordered according to the 
“ advice or direction of the great council of the 
“ land, entrufted by the King, and by the kingdom, 
" than that the fafety of the King, Parliament, and 
“ kingdom, Ihould be left at the devotion of a few un- 
“ known Counfellors, many of them not entrufted at 
“ all by the King in any public way, nor at all con- 
‘‘ fided in by the kingdom. 

“ They willied the danger were not imminent, or 
“ not ftill continuing, but could not conceive, that 
“ the long time fpent in that debate was evidence 
“ fufficient, that there was no fuch neceffity or dan- 
“ ger, but a bill might eafily have been prepared ; 
“ for, when many caufes dp concur to the danger of 
“ a fiate, the interruption of any one might hinder 
“ the execution of the reft, and yet the defign be ftill 
“ kept on foot, for better opportunities. Who knew, 
whether the ill fuccefs of the rebels in Ireland had 
“ not hindered the infurredlion of the Papifts here ? 
“ Whether the prefervation of the fix members of the 
“ Parliament, falfely accufed, had not prevented that 
“ plot of the breaking the neck of this Parliament, of 
“ which they were informed from France, not long 
“ before they were accufed ; yet fince his Majefty 
" had been pleafed to exprefs his pleafure rather for a 
“ bi^, than an ordinance, and that he fent in one for 
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that purpofe, they readily entertained it ; and, with 
“ fome fmall and neceflary alterations, fpeedily paffed 
“ the fame. But contrary to the cuftom of Parlia- 
“ ment, and their expectation, grounded upon his 
“ Majefty’s own invitation of them to that way, and 
“ other reafons manifefted in their declaration con- 
“ cerning the militia, of the fifth of May, inftead of 
the royal aflent, they met with an abfolute refufal. 

“ For their votes of the fifteenth and fixteenth of 
“ March, they faid, if the matter of thofe votes were 
“ according to law, they hoped his Majefly would 
“ allow the fubjeCls to be bound by them, becaufe 
“ he had faid, he would make the law the rule of his 
power ; and if the queftion were, whether that were 
“ law, which the Lords and Commons had once de- 
“ dared to be fo, who fhould be the judge ? Not his 
Majefly ; for the King judgeth not of matters of law, 
“ but by his courts; and his courts, though fitting 
“ by his authority, expeCled not his aflent in matters 
“ of law ; nor any other courts ; for they could not 
“judge in that cafe, becaufe they were inferior, no 
“ appeal lying to them from Parliament, the judg- 
“ ment whereof is, in the eye of the law, the King’s 
“ judgment in his higheft court, though the King in 
“ his perfon be neither prefent, nor aflenting thereunto. 

“ The votes at which his Majejly took exception were 
“ the/e : 

1. “ That the King’s abfence fo far remote from 
“ his Paliament, was not only an obftruClion, but 
“ might prove a deftaiClion to the affairs of Ireland, 
a. “ That when the Lords and Commons fhall de- 
dare what the law of the land is, to have this not 
“ only queftioned and controverted, but contraditfted, 

“ ahd 
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and a command that it dioukl not be obeyed, was a 
“ high breach of the privilege of Parliament. 

3. “ That thofe perfons, who advifed his Majefty 
“ to abfent himfelf from the Parliament, are enemies 
“ to the peace of the kingdom, and juftly may be 
“ fufpedted to be favmurers of the rebellion in Ire- 
“ land. 

“ That the kingdom had been of late, and ftill was, 
“ in fo imminent danger, both from enemies abroad, 
“ and from a Popifh and difcontented party at home, 
“ that there was an urgent and inevitable neceffity of 
“ putting his Majefty’s fubjedls into a pofture of de- 
“ fence, for the fafeguard both of his Majefty and his 
“ people. 

“ That the Lords and Commons, fully apprehend- 
“ ing this danger, and being fenftble of their own 
duty, to provide a fui table prevention, had, in fe- 
“ veral petitions., addrefled themfelves to his Majefty, 
“ for the ordering and difpoling the militia of the 
“ kingdom in fuch a way, as was agreed upon, by the 
'' wifdom of both Houfes, to be moft efiedlual, and 
“ proper for the prefent exigence of the kingdom, 
“ yet could not obtain it ; but his Majefty did,- fe- 
“ veral times, refufe to give his royal afl'ent there- 
“ unto. 

“ That, in this cafe of extreme danger, and his 
“ Majefty’s refufal, the ordinance of Parliament, 
“ agreed upoi) by both Houfes, for the militia, doth 
“ oblige the people, and ought to be obeyed, by the 
“ fundamental laws of this kingdom. 

“’By all which, they faid, it did appear, that there 
“ had been no colour of that tax, that they went 
^out to introduce a new law, much lefs to exercife 
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an arbitrary power, but indeed to prevent it : for 
“ this law was as old as the kingdom ; that the king- 
“ dom mull; not be without a means to preferve itfelf ; 
“ which that it might be done without confulion, 
this nation had entrufted certain hands with power 
“ to provide, in an orderly and regular way, for the 
“ good and fafety of the whole ; which power, by the 
“ conftitution of the kingdom, was in his Majefty, 
“ and in his Parliament together : yet llnce the 
“ Prince, being but one perfon, is more fubjeft to ac- 
“ cidents of nature and chance, whereby the common- 
“ wealth may be deprived of the fruit of that truft, 
“ which was, in part, repofed in him ; in cafes of 
“ fuch neceflity, that the kingdom may not be cn- 
“ forced prcfcntly to return to its firft principles, and 
“ every man left to do what is right in his own eyes, 
without either guide or rule ; the wifdom of this 
“ ftate hath entrufted the IToufcs of Parliament with 
“ a power to fupply, what fliould be wanting on the 
“ part of the Prince, as is evident by the conftant 
“ cuftom and pradfice thereof, in cafes of nonage, 
“ natural difability, and captivity ; and the like rea- 
fon doth and mull: hold for the exercife of the 
“ fame power in fuch cafes, where the royal truft can- 
“ not be, or is not difeharged, and that the kingdom 
runs an evident and imminent danger thereby ; 
which danger having been declared by the Lords 
“ and Commons in Parliament, there peeds not the 
“ authority of any perfon or court to affirm, nor is it 
“ in the power of any perfon or court to revoke that 
“ judgment. 

“ They faid, they knew the King had ways enough, 
‘‘ in his ordinary courts of juftice, to punilh fuch fe- 
“ ditious pamphlets and fermons, as were 
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“ prejudicial to his rights, honour, and authority ; 

‘‘ and if any of them had been fo infolently violated 
“ and vilified, his Majefty’s own council and officers 
“ had been to blame, and not the Parliament ; they 
“ never had rellrained any proceedings of that kind 
“ in other courts, nor refufed any fit complaint to 
“ them. The Proteftation protefted had been re- 
“ ferred by the Commons’ Houfe to a committee, 
“ and, the author being not produced, the printer 
“ committed to prifon, and the book voted by that 
“ committee to be burned ; but Sir Edward Dcering, 
“ who was to make that report of the votes of that com- 
“ mittee, negledled to make it. The Apprentices’ Pro- 
“ reflation was never complained of : but the other 
“ feditious pamphlet. To your tents, 0 Jfrael, was 
“ once queflioned, and the full profecution of it was 
“ not interrupted by any fault of either Houfe, whofe 
“ forwardnefs to do his Majefty all right therein might 
“ plainly appear, in that a committee of Lords and 
“ Commons was purpofely appointed, to take fuch in- 
“ formations as the King’s Council ffiould prefent con- 
cerning feditious words, pra61ices, or tumults, pam- 
“ phlets, or fermons, tending to the derogation of his 
“ Majefty’s rights or prerogative, and his Council had 
“ been enjoined by that committee, to enquire and 
“ prefent them ; who leveral times met thereupon, 
“ and received this anfwer and declaration from the 
“ King’s Council, that they knew of no fuch thing as 
“ yet. 

“ They faid, if his Majefty had ufed the fervice of 
“ fuch a one in penning that anfwer, who underftood 
“ the laws and government of this kingdom, he would 
“ not have thought it legally in his power to deny his 
‘‘ Parliament a guard, when they ftood in need of it ; 

“ fince 
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“ lince every ordinary court hath it : neither would 
“ his Majefty, if he had been well informed of the 
“ laws, have refilled fuch a guard as they defired, it 
“ being in the power of inferior courts to command 
“ their own guard ; neither would he have irqpofed 
“ upon them fuch a guard, under a commander which 
“ they could not have confided in ; which is clearly 
“ againft the privileges of Parliament, and of which 
“ they found very dangerous effeft s ; and therefore de- 
fired to have it difcharged ; but fuch a guard, and fo 
“ commanded, as the Houfes of Parliament defired, 
they could never obtain of his Majefty ; and the 
“ placing a guard about them, contrary to their defire, 
“ was not to grant a guard to them, but in elFed; to 
“ fet one upon them : all which confidered, they be- 
lievcd, in the judgment of any indifferent perfons, 
“ it would not be thought ftrange, if there were a 
“ more than ordinary refort of people to Weftminfter, 
“ of fuch as came willingly, of their own accord, to 
“ be witnefles and helpers of the fafety of them, 
“ whom all his Majefty ’s good fubjeifts are bound to 
defend from violence and danger ; or that fuch a 
concourle as that (they carrying themfelves quietly 
“ and peaceably, as they did) ought in his Majefty’s ■ 
apprehenfion, or could, in the interpretation of the 
“ law, be held tumultuary and feditious. 

“ They faid, when his Majefty, in that queffion of 
violation of the laws, had exprefled the obfervation 
“ of them indefinitely, without any limitation of time, 
although they never faid, or thought any thing, that 
might look like a reproach to his Majefty, yet they 
** had reafon to remember that it had been otherwife, 
left they fhould feem to defert their former com- 
plaints, and proceedings thereupon, as his Maje^ftv 

“ dii 
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did feem but little to like or approve them : for 
though he did acknowledge here that great mif- 
“ chief, that grew by that arbitrary power then com- 
plained of ; yet fuch were continually preferred and 
“ countenanced, as were friends or favourers, or re- 
lated to the chief authors and aftors of that arbi- 
“ trary power, and of thofe falfe colours, and fuggef- 
“ tions of imminent danger and neceffity, whereby 
“ they did make it plaufible unto his Majefty : and, 
“ on the other fide, fuch as did appear againfl; them 
“ were daily difcountenanced and difgraced : which 
“ whilft it Ihould be fo, they had no reafon to believe 
“ the difeafe to be yet killed, and dead at root, and 
“ therefore no reafon to bury it in oblivion ; and, 
“ whilfi: they beheld the fpawns of thofe mifchievous 
principles cherifhed and foftered in that new gene- 
“ ration of counfellors, friends, and abettors of the 
“ former, or at leafl concurring with them in their 
“ malignancy againfl: the proceeding of this Parlia- 
“ ment, they could not think themfelves fecure from 
“ the like, or a worfe danger. 

“ They obferved, the penner of his Majefty’s an- 
“ fwer beftowed here an admonition upon the Parlia- 
“ ment, bidding them take heed they fell not upon 
the fame error, upon the fame fuggeftions ; but, 
“ they faid, he might well have fpared that, till he 
“ could have fhewed wherein they had excrcifed any 
“ power, otherwife than by the rule of the law ; or 
could have found a more authentic, or a higher 
“ judge in matters of law, than the high court of Par- 
** liament. 

“ It was declared, in his Majefty’s name, that he 
“ refolved to keep the rule himfelf, and, to his power, 
‘^A .0 require the fame of all others. They faid, they- 

“ muft 
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** muft needs acknowledge, that fuch a refolution was 
“ like to bring much happinefs and bleffing to his 
Majefty, and all his kingdoms ; yet, with humility, 
“ they muft confefs, they had not the fruit of it in 
“ that cafe of the Lord Kimbolton, and the other five 
“ members, accufed contrary to law, both common 
“ and the ftatutc law ; and yet remained unfatisfied : 
“ which cafe had been remembered, in their dcclara- 
“ tion, as a ftrange and unheard of violation of their 
“ laws ; but the penner of that anfwer thought fit to 
“ pafs it over, hoping that many would read his Ma- 
“ jefty’s anfwer, which had been fo carefully difperfed, 
“ who would not read their declaration, 

“ Whereas, after their ample thanks and acknow- 
“ ledgment of his Majefty ’s favbur in pafling many 
“ good bills, they had faid, that truth and neceffity 
“ enforced them to add this, that in or about the 
time of paffing thofe bills, fome defign or other had 
“ been on foot, which, if it had taken effe6t, would 
“ not only have deprived them of the fruit of thofe 
“ bills, but would have reduced them to a worfe condi- 
“ tion of confufion, than that wherein the Parliament 
“ found them : it was now told them, that the King 
“ muft be moft fenfible of what they had caft upon 
him, for the requital of thofe good bills ; whereas, 
“ out of their ufual tendernefs of his Majefty’s ho- 
“ nour, they did not mention him at all ■, but fo in- 
“ jurious, they faid, were thofe wicked counfellors to 
“ the name and honour of their Mafter and Sove- 
“ reign, that, as much as they could, they laid their 
“ own infamy and guilt upon his ftioulders. 

“ Here, they obferved, God alfo was called to wit- 
nefs his Majefty’s upright intentions at the palling 
“ of thofe laws ; which, they faid, they would nc 

“ queftion. 
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queftion, neither did they give any occalion for 
‘‘ fuch a folemn afleveration, as that was ; the Devil 
was likewifc defied to prove there was any defign, 
with his Majefty’s knowledge or privity. That 
" might well have been fpared ; for they fpake no- 
“ thing of his Majefty : but fince they were fo far 
“ taxed, as to have it affirmed, that they had laid a 
“ falfe and notorious imputation upon his Majefty, 
“ they thought it neceflary, for the juft defence of 
“ their own innocency, to caufe the oaths and exami- 
“ nations, which had been taken, concerning the 
“ defign, to be publifhed in a full narration, for 
“ fatisfa61:ion of all his Majefty’s fubjedls ; out of 
which they would now offer fome few particulars, 
“ by which the world might judge, whether they 
“ could proceed with more tendernefs towards liis 
“ Majefty, than they had done. Mr. Goring con- 
“ feffed, that the King firft afked him, whether he 
“ were engaged in any cabal concerning the army ? 
“ and commanded him to join with Mr. Percy, and 
“ Mr. Jermyn, and fome others whom they fhould 
“ find at Mr. Percy’s chamber ; where they took the 
oath of fecrecy, and then debated of a defign pro- 
“ pofed by Mr. Jermyn, to fecure the Tower, and to 
“ confider of bringing up the army to London : and 
“ Captain Leg confeffed, he had received the draught 
‘‘ of a petition, in the King’s prefence ; and his Ma- 
“ jefty acknowledgeth, it was from his own hand : 
“ and whofoever reads the fum of that petition, as it 
“ was proved by the teftimony of Sir Jacob Afhley, 
“ Sir John Conyers, and Captain Leg, will eafily per- 
“ ce^ve fome points in it, apt to beget in them fome 
“ difeontents againft the Parliament. And could any 
“ pian believe there was no defign in the accufation 

“ of 
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" of the Lord Kimbolton, and the reft, in which his 
“ Majefty doth avow himfelf to be both a commander 
and an a<ftor ? Thefe things being fo, it would ea- 
lily appear to be as much againft the rules of pru- 
“ dence, that the penner of that anfwer Ihould entan- 
“ gle his Majefty in that unneceflary apology, as it 
“ was againft the rules of juftice, that any reparation 
“ from them Ihould be either yielded, or demanded. 

“ It was profelTed, in his Majefty’s name, that he is 
“ truly fenlible of the burthens of his people ; which 
“ made them hope that he would take that courfe, 
which would be moft efFetftual to eafe them of 
“ thofe burthens ; that was, to join with his Parlia- 
“ ment in prefendng the peace of the kingdom, 
“ which, by his abfence from them, had been much 
“ endangered ; and which, by hindering the volun- 
“ tary adventures for the recovery of Ireland, and 
“ difablingthe fubje<ft:s to difeharge the great tax im- 
“ pofed on them, was like to make the war much more 
“ heavy to the kingdom. And for his Majefty’s wants, 
“ the Parliament had been no caufe of them ; they 
“ had not diminilhed his juft revenue, but had much 
“ eafed his public charge, and fomewhat his private ; 
“ and they Ihould be ready, in a parliamentary way, 
“ to fettle his revenue in fuch an honourable propor- 
tion, as might be anfwerable to both, when he 
“ Ihould put himfelf into fuch a pofture of govern- 
** ment, that his fubjedfs might be fecure to enjoy 
“ his juft protedlion for their religion, laws, and li- 
“ berties. 

“ They faid, they never refufed his Majefty’s gra- 
“ cious offer, of a free and general pardon ; only |hey 
faid, it could be no fecurity to their prefent fears 
** and jealoulies : and they gave a reafon for it ; tljat 

“ thoft^ 
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** thofe fears did not arife out of any guilt of their 
“ own adfions, but out of the evil defigns and at- 
** tempts of others ; and they left the world to judge, 
** whether they therein had deferved fo heavy a tax 
“ and exclamation ? (That it was a ftrange world, 
“ when Princes’ proffered favours were counted re- 
“ proaches : fuch were the w'ords of his Majefty’s an- 
“ fwer), who did eftcem that offer as an adf of prince- 
“ ly grace and bounty, which, fince the Parliament 
begun, they had humbly defired they might obtain, 
and did flill hold it very ncceffary and advantage- 
“ ous for the generality of the fubjeft, upon whom 
“ the taxes and fubfidies lie heavieft : but, they faid, 
'' they faw, upon every occalion, how unhappy they 
« were in his Majefty’s mifapprehenfions of their 
“ words and adfions. 

“ They faid, they were fully of the King’s mind, as 
“ it was there declared, that he might reft fo fecure 
“ of the affedfions of his fubjedfs, that he Ihould not 
“ ftand in need of foreign force to preferve him from 
“ oppreffion ; and were confident, that he fhould 
never want an abundant evidence of the good wiihes 
“ and afliftance of his whole kingdom ; efpecially if 
“ he would be pleafed to hold to that gracious refo- 
“ lution of building upon that fure foundation, the 
law of the land : but why his Majefty Ihould take 
it ill, that they, having received informations fo 
deeply concerning the fafety of the kingdom, 
fhould think them fit to be confidered of, they 
“ could not conceive ; for although the name of the 
“ perfon was unknown, yet that which was more fub- 
ftantial to the probability of the report was known, 
that is, that he was fervant to the Lord Digby ; 
** who, in his prefumptuous letter to the Queen’s Ma- 
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jefty, and other letters to Sir Lewis Dive?, 

“ timated fome wicked propofition, fuitabl# ito^ that 
“ information ; but that this fhould require repara^ 
“ tion, they held it as for from juftice, as it was from 
“ truth, that they had mixed any malice with thofe 
“ rumours, thereby to feed the fears and jealoulies of 
“ the people. 

“ It was affirmed, that his Majefty was driven from 
them, but' not by them ; yet perchance, they faid, 
“ hereafter, if there ffiould be opportunity of gaining 
“ more* credit, there would not be wanting who would 
“ fuggeft unto his Majefty, that it was done by them : 
“ and if his Majefty were driven from them, they 
“ hoped it was not by his own fears, but by the fears 
“ of the Lord Digby, and his retinue of cavaliers ; 

and thofe no fears of any tumultuary violence, but 
“ of their juft punilhment for their manifold info- 
“ lence, and intended violence againft the Parliament: 
“ and this was exprefled by the Lord Digby liimfelf, 
“ when he told thofe cavaliers, that the principal 
caufe of his Majefty ’s going out of town, was to 
“ fave them from being trampled in the dirt : but of 
“ his Majefty’s perfon there was no caufe of fear ; in 
“ the greateft heat of the people’s indignation, after 
“ the accufation, and his Majefty’s violent coming to 
the Houfe, there was no fhew of any evil intention 
“ againft his regal perfon ; of which tliere could be no 
** better evidence than this, that he came the next day 
“ without a guard intoihe city, where he heard nothing 
but prayers and petitions, , no threatenings, or irre- 
“ verent fpeeches, that might J^r« him any juft occa- 
"lions of far, that they had heard of, or that his 
" Majefty e^^reffed ; for he ftaid near a week after at 
Whitehall, in a fecure and peaceable condition ; 

" whereb3^ 
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"jvTi<!reby they wtre induced to believe, that there 
** was noliifRculty, or doubt at all, but his Majefty’s 
“ relidence near London might be as fafe, as in any 
“ part of the kingdom. They faid, they were moft 
aflured of the faithfulnefs of the city and fuburbs ; 

** and for themfelves, they fhould quicken the vigour 
“ of the laws, and induftry of the magiftrate, the 
“ authority of Parliament, for the fuppreffing of all tu- 
“ multuary infolence whatfoever, and for the vindi- 
“ eating of his honour from all infupportable and in- 
folent fcandals, if any fuch lhall be found to be 
raifed upon him, as were mentioned in that anfwer : 

“ and therefore they thought it altogether unnecef- 
“ fary, and exceeding inconvenient, to adjourn the 
“ Parliament to any other place. 

“ Where the delire of a good underftancling betwixt 
“ the King and Parliament was on both lides fo ear- 
“ neft, as was there profelTcd by his Majefty to be in 
“ him, and they had I'ufficiently teftified to be in 
“ themfelves, it feemed ftrangc they fhould be, they 
“ faid, fo long afunder ; it could be nothing elfe but 
“ evil and malicious counfel in mifteprefenting their 
“ carriage to his Majefty, and in difpoling his favour 
“ to them. And as it Ihoiild bte far from them to 
“ take any advantage of his Majefty’s fuppofed ftraits, 

“ as to defire, much lefs to compel him, to that, whicli 
“ his honour or intereft might render unjdeafant, or 
“ grievous to him ; fo, they hoped, his Majefty would 
“ not make his own underftanding or reafon the rule 
“ of his government ; would fuffer himfelf to be 
“ aflifted with a wijDi! isIPiprudent council, that might 
“ deal faithfully bewlxt" him and his people and 
“ that he would remember, that his refolutions did 
concern kingdoms j and therefore ought not to be 
, TOL. I. p. 2. • “ moulded 



THE HISTORY^ 


Book V. 


“ moulded by his own, much lefs by any private per- 
“ fons, which was not alike proportionable to fo great 
“ a trull: : and therefore they ftill defired and hoped, 
“ that his Majefty would not be guided by his own 
" underftanding, or think thofe courfes, llraits and 
“ neceffities, to which he Ihould be advifed by the 
“ wifdpm of both Houfes of Parliament, which are 
“ the eyes in the politic body, whereby his Majefty 
“ was, by the conftitution of the kingdom, to difcern 
“ the differences of thofe things, which concern the 
“ public peace and fafety thereof. 

“ They faid, they had given his Majefty no caufe 
“ to fay, that they did meanly value the difcharge of 
“ his public duty; whatfoever adts of grace or juftice 
“ had been done, they proceeded from his Majefty by 
“ the advice and counfel of his Parliament, yet they 
“ had and Ihould always anfwer them with conftant 
“ gratitude, and obedience, and aftedtion ; and al- 
though many things had been done, lince this Par- 
“ liament, of another nature, yet they Ihould not 
“ ceafe to delire the continued protedlion of Almigh- 
“ ty God upon his Majefty, and moft humbly peti- 
“ tion him to call: from him all thofe evil and con- 
trary counfels, which had, in many particulars for- 
“ merly mentioned, much detradfed frpm the honour 
“ of his government, the happinefs of his own eftatc, 
“ and profperity of his people. 

“ And having palled fo many dangers from abroad, 
“ fo many confpiracies at home, and brought on the 
public work fo far, through the greateft difficulties 
“ that ever ftood in oppoftdon to a Parliament, to 
fuch a degree of fuccefs, that nothing feemed to be 
left in the way able to hinder the full accomplilh- 
“ ment of their defires, and endeavours for the public 
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" good, unlefs God in his jufkice did fend a grievous 
curfe upon them, as to turn the ftrength of the king- 
“ dom againft itfelf, and to effedl that by their own 
“ folly and credulity, which the power and fubtilty of 
“ their enemies could not attain, that was, to divide 
“ the people from the Parliament, and to make them 
ferviceable to the ends and aims of thofe who would 
“ deftroy them ; therefore they defired the kingdom to 
take notice of that laft raoft defperate and mifchiev- 
“ ous plot of the malignant party, that was adted 
“ and profecuted in many parts of the kingdom, un- 
“ der plaulible notions of ftirring them up to a care of 
preferving the King’s prerogative ; maintaining the 
“ difcipline of the Church ; upholding and continu- 
“ ing the reverence ahd folcmnity of God's fervicc ; 
“ and encouraging of learning : and, upon thofe 
grounds, divers mutinous petitions had been framed 
“ in London, Kent, and other counties ; and fundry 
“ of his Majefty’s fubjedts had been folicited to de- 
“ dare themfelves for the King againft the Parlia- 
“ ment ; and many falfe and foul afperfions had been 
“ caft upon their proceedings, as if they had been not 
“ only negligent, but averfe in thofe |»oints ; whereas 
“ they defired nothing more, than to maintain the 
“ purity and power of religion, and to honour the 
“ Kingj^all his juft prerogatives ; and for encourage- 
“ ment^iihd advandernent of piety and learning, they 
had very earneftly endeavoured, and ftill did, to the 
utmoft of their power, that all parilhes might have 
“ learned, pious, and fufiicient preachers, and all fuch 
preachers, compcb^t livings. 

“ Many other hills and propofitions, they faid, were 
“ in preparation, for the King’s profit and honour, 
the people’s fafety and profperity; in the proceedings 

3 t a “ whereof. 
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" whereof, they were much hindered by his Majefty’s 
abfence from the Parliament ; which was altogether 
contrary to the ufe of his predeceffors, and the pri- 
vilege of Parliament, whereby their time was con- 
“ fumed by a multitude of unneceflary meflages, and 
“ their innocency wounded by caufelefs and fharp in- 
“ vedlives ; yet they doubted not but they fhould 
“ overcome all this at laft, if the people fufFer not 
“ themfelves to be deluded with falfe and fpecious 
“ fhews, and fo drawn to betray them to their own 
“ undoing, who had ever been willing to hazard the 
undoing of themfelves, that they might not be 
betrayed, by their negledl of the truft repofed in 
them ; but if it were not poffible they thould pre- 
“ vail herein, yet they would not fail, through God’s 
grace, ftill to perfift in their duties, and to look be- 
yond their own lives, eftates, and advantages, as 
thofe who think nothing worth the enjoying without 
“ the liberty, peace, and fafety of the kingdom j nor 
“ any thing too good to be hazarded in difcharge of 
“their confciences, for the obtaining of it: and 
Ihould always repofe themfelves upon the protec- 
“ tion of Almighty God, which, they were confident, 
would never be wanting to them, (while they fought 
“ his glory), as they had found it, hitherto, wonderfully 
“ going along with them, in all their proce§^gs.” 

With this declaration they publiftxed the&^amina- 
tions of Mr. Goring, Mr. Percy’s letter to the Earl 
of Northumberland ; which were the great evidence 
they had of the plot of bringing up the army, to awe’ 
the Parliament ; and feveral other letters and depofi- 
tions, or rather fuch parts of depofitions, as contri- 
buted moft to their purpofe. For the truth is, as 
they never publiftied, fo much as to the Houfes which 
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were to judge, many depofitions of witneflTes, whofe 
teftimonles, in a manner, vindicated the King from 
thofe afperfions, which they had a mind fhould ftick 
upon him, (for many fuch there were), fo of thofe 
which they didpublifh,they left out many parts, which, 
being added, would either have obfcured, or contra- 
didled, or difcredited much of that, out of which they 
made the people believe much to the King’s differvice. 
And yet with all thofe ill arts and omiflions, I prefume 
many, who without paflion do now read thofe depo- 
litions, (for they are in all hands to be read), do much 
marvel how fuch conclulions could refult to %is Ma- 
jefty’s di fad vantage, out of the worft part of all that 
evidence ; which could not naturally carry that fenl'e 
to which it was wrefted. 

About this time (which I fhall mention before the 
other declaration, becaufe it intervened) there hap- 
pened an accident that gave them much trouble, and 
the more, becaufe unlooked for, by the Lord Keeper’s 
quitting them, and reforting to York, by which the King 
got the poffeffion of his own Great Seal ; which by 
all parties was, at that time, thought a moft confider- 
able advantage. The King was very much unfatisfied 
with the Lord Keeper Littleton ; who did not appear 
fo ufeful for his fervice as he expefted, and, from the 
time of the accufing the members, had loft all his vi- 
gour, and, inftead of making any oppofitions to any of 
their extravagant debates, he had lilently fuffered all 
things to be carried ; and had not only declined the 
performing the office the King had enjoined him, 
with reference to the Earls of Eflex and Holland, (be- 
fore mentioned), but very much complied with and 
courted that party of both Houfes, which frequently 
reforted to him ; and of late in a queftion, which had 
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bipen put in the Houfe of Peers, in the point of the 
militia, he had given his vote both againft the King 
and the law, to the infinite oflfence and fcandal of all 
thofe who adhered to the King. 

He was a man of great reputation in the profeffion 
of the law ; for learning, and all other advantages, 
which attend the moft eminent men ; he was of a 
very good extraction in Shropfhire, and inherited a 
fair fortune, and inheritance from his father; he was 
a handfome and a proper man, of a very graceful 
prefence, and notorious for courage, which, in his 
youth, he had manifefted with his fword ; he had 
taken great pains in the hardeft and moft knotty 
part of the law, as well as that which was more cuf^ 
tomary ; and was not only very ready and expert in the 
books, but exceedingly A’^erfed in records, in ftudying 
and examining whereof, he had kept Mr. Selden com- 
pany, with whom he had great friendftiip, and who 
liad much afiifted him ; fo that he was looked upon 
tlie beft antiquary of the profeffion, who gave himfelf 
up to practice ; and, upon the mere ftrength of his 
own abilities, he had raifed himfelf into the firft rank 
of the praCtifers in tlie common law courts, and was 
cholen Recorder of London before he was called to 
the Bench, and grew prefently into the higheft prac- 
tice in all the other courts, as well as thofe of the 
law. When the King looked more narrowly into his 
bufinefs, and found that he Ihould have much to do 
in Weftminfter-Hall, he removed an old, ufelefs, illi- 
terate perfon, who had been put into that office by 
the favour of the Duke of Buckingham, and made 
Littleton his Solicitor General, much to his honour, 
but not to his profit ; the obligation of attendance 
upon that office depriving him of much benefit he 
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ufed to acquire by his pratflice, before he had that re- 
lation. Upon the death of rny Lord Coventry, Finch 
being nude Keeper, he was made Chief Juftice of the 
Common Pleas, then the beft office of the law, and 
that which he was wont to fay, in his highelt ambi- 
tion, in his own private wiffies, he had molV clefired ; 
and it was indeed the fphere in which he moved moft 
gracefully, and with moft advantage, being a mafter 
of all that learning and knowledge, which that place 
required, and an excellent judge, of great gravity, and 
above all fufpicion of corruption. 

Whilft he held this place, he was by the favour of 
the Archbiffiop of Canterbury, and the Earl of Straf- 
ford, who had a great efteem of him, recommended to 
the King to be called to the Council Table, where he 
kept up his good name ; and, upon the Lord Finch’s 
leaving the kingdom, in the beginning of the Parlia- 
ment, he was thought, in many refpedts, to be the fit- 
teft to be entrufted in that office ; and, upon the de- 
ftre of the Earl of Strafford, after he was in the Tower, 
was created a Baron, out of expedlation that, by his 
authority and knowledge of the law, he would have 
been of great ufe in reftraining thofe extraordinary 
and unwarrantable proceedings : but, from the time 
he had the Great Seal, he feemed to be out of his ele- 
ment, and in fome perplexity and irrefolution in the 
Chancery itfelf, though he had great experience in 
the pradlice and proceedings of that court ; and 
inade not that difpatch, that was e'xpedled, at the 
Council Table ; and in the Parliament he did not 
preferve any dignity •, an<i appeared fo totally difpi- 
rited, that few men ftiewed any refpedt to him, but 
they who moft oppofed the King, who indeed did 
ejtceedingly apply themfelves to him, and were with 
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equal kindnefs received by him. This wonderful al- 
teration in him, his friends believed to have proceeded 
from a great licknefs, which had feized upon him 
quickly after he was created a Baron, infomuch as 
every man believed he would die ; and by this means, 
he did not attend the Houfe in fome months ; and fo 
performed none of thofe offices toward the Earl of 
Strafford, the expedlation whereof had been the foie 
motive to that promotion : from that time he never 
did appear the fame man ; but fure there were other 
caufes for it, and he was poffeffed with fome melan- 
choly apprehenfions, which he could not mafter, and 
had no friend to whom he durft entirely communicate 
them. 

Mr. Hyde, one of thofe who was mod: trufted by 
the King in the Houfe of Commons, and had always 
had a great refpedl for the Keeper, was as much trou- 
bled at his behaviour, as any man ; and ufing fre- 
quently to go to him, went upon that occafion ,* and 
with great freedom and plainnefs told him, '' how 
“ much he had loft the efteem of all good men, and 
“ that the. King could not but be exceedingly diffatif- 

fied with him and difeourfed over the matter of 
that vote. Though he did not know, that the King 
did at that time put fo great a fecret truft in Mr. 
Hyde, yet he knew very well, that the King had a 
very good opinion of him, and had heatd his Majefty 
often, from the beginning of the Parliament, when the 
difeourfe happened to be of the lawyers of the Houfe, 
take an occafion from thencf to mention Mr. Hyde, as 
a man of whom he heard very well ; which the Keeper 
had many times taken notice of to him ; and then he 
knew the friendffiip tniit was between the Lord Falkc- 
land and Mr. Hyde, and had heard the many jealou- 
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lies which were contrafted, upon the great communi- 
cation he had with the two new counfellors ; and fo 
no doubt believed, that he knew much of the King’s 
mind. So that as foon as he had entered upon this 
difcourfe, which he heard with all attention, (they be- 
ing by themfelves in his ftudy at Exeter houfe), he 
rofe from his chair, and went to the door ; and finding 
fome perfons in the next room, he bad them to with- 
draw ; and locking both the door of that room, and of 
his ftudy, he fat down himfelf, and making Mr. Hyde 
fit down too, he begun “ with giving him many 
“ thanks for his friendfhip to him, which, he faid, he 

had ever efteemed, and he could not more ma- 
“ nifefl: the efteem he had of it and him, than by 
“ ufing that freedom again with him, which he meant 
“ to do. Then he lamented his own condition ; and 
“ that he had been preferred from the Common Pleas, 
“ where he knew both the bufinefs and the perfons 
“ he had to deal with, to the other high office he 
“ now held, which obliged him to converfe and tranf- 
“ adl with another fort of men, who were not known 
“ to him, and in affairs, which he underftood not, and 
“ had not one friend among them, with whom he 
“ could confer upon any doubt, which occurred to 
“ him.” 

He fpoke then of the unhappy ftate and condition 
of the King’s bufinefs ; how much he had been, and 
was ftill, betrayed by perfons who were about him ; 
afid with all poffible indignation againft the proceed- 
ings of the Parliament ; and faid, “ they would never 
“ do this, if they were not nffolved to do more : that 
“ he knew the King too well, and obferved the car- 
“ jiage of particular men too much, and the whole 
“ current of public tranfadVions thefe laft five or fix 
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** months, not to forefee that it could not be long be- 
“ fore there would be a war between the King and 
“ the two Houfes y and of the importance, in that 
feafon, that the Great Seal fhould be with the 
King.” Then he fell into many expreffions of his 
duty and affedlion to the King’s perfon, as well as to 
his high degree : and “ that no man fhould be more 
“ ready to perifh with and for his Majefty; than he 
“ would be ; that the profpedl he had of this necef- 
lity had made him carry himfelf towards that party 
“ with fo much compliance, that he might be gra- 
“ cious with them, at leaft, that they might have no 
“ diftruft of him ; which, he knew, many had endea- 
“ voured to infufe into them ; and that tliere had 
“ been a confultation within few days, whether, in re- 
“ gard he might be fent for by the King, or that the 
Seal might be taken from him, it would not be beft 
to appoint the Seal to be kept in fome fuch fecure 
“ place, as that there might be no danger of loling it ; 
“ and that the Keeper fhould always receive it, for 
“ the execution of his office ; they having no purpofe 
“ to difoblige him. And the knowledge he had of 
“ this confultation, and fear he had of the execution 
of it, had been the rcafon, why, in the late debate 
“ upon the militia, he had given his vote in fuch a 
“ manner, as, he knew, would make very ill impref- 
“ fions with the King, and many o.thers who did not 
“ know him very well ; but that, if he had not, in 
“ that point, fobmitted to their opinionj, the Seal had 
been taken from him that night ; whereas by this 
“ compliance in that votj^ which could only prejudice 
“ himfelf, and not the King, he had gotten fo mu<;h 
into their confidence, that he fhould be able to pre- 
“ ferve the Seal in his own hands, till the King re- 
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quired it ; and then he would be as ready to attend 
his Majefty with it.” 

Mr. Hyde was very well pleafed with this difcourfe; 
and alkcd him, whether he would give him leave, 
“ when there Ihould be a fit occafion, to aflure the 
King, that he would perform this fervice, when the 
“ King fliould require it ?” He defired, “ that he would 
“ do fo, and pafs his word for the performance of it, 
“ as foon as his Majefty pleafed and fo they parted. 

It was within very few days after, that the King, 
exceedingly difpleafed and provoked with the Keeper’s 
behaviour, fcnt an order to the Lord Falkland, “ to 
require the Seal from him in which the King 
was very pofitive, though he was not refolved to what 
hand to commit it. His Majefty willied them (for 
he always included the other two in fuch references) 
to confider, “ whether he fhould give it to the Lord 
“ Chief Juftice Banks,” (againft whom he made fomc 
objedlion himfelf), “ or into the hands of Mr. Sel- 
“ den ; and to fend their opinions to him.” The 
order was pofitive for requiring it from the prefent 
officer, but they knew not who to advife for a fuc- 
cefibr. The Lord Chief Juftice Banks appeared to 
be as much afraid, as the other ; and not thought 
equal to that charge, in a time of fo much dif- 
order ; though, otherwife, he was a man of great 
abilities, and unblemiffied integrity: they did not 
doubt of Mr. Selden’s aftedlion to the King, but 
withal they knew him fo well, that they concluded he 
would abfolutely refofe the place, if it were offered 
to him. He was in years, and of a tender conftitu- 
tion ; he had for many years enjoyed his eafe, which 
he loved ; was rich ; and would not have made a 
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journey to York, or have lain out of his own bed, for 
any preferment ; which he had never afFe^fed. 

Being all three of one mind, that it would not be 
fit to offer it to the one or the other; hereupon 
Mr. Hyde told them the conference he had with the 
Keeper, and the profeflions he had made ; and was 
very confident, that he would very pundtually per- 
form it ; and therefore propofed, that “ they might, 
“ with their opinions of the other perfons, likewife 
“ advife his Majefty to fufpend his rcfolution con- 
“ cerning the Lord Keeper, and rather to write kindly 
“ to him, to bring the Seal to his Majefty, inftead of 
“ fending for the Seal itfelf, and call him off and 
offered to venture his own credit with the King, that 
the Keeper would comply with his Majefty’s com- 
mands. Neither of them were of his opinion ; and 
had both no efteem of the Keeper, nor believed that 
he would go to his Majefty, if he w'ere fent for, but 
that he would find fome trick to excufe himfelf ; and 
therefore were not willing, that Mr. Hyde fhould ven- 
ture his reputation upon it. He defired them then 
“ to confider how abfolutely neceffary it was, that the 
King fhould firft refolve into what hand to put the 
“ Seal, before he removed it ; for that it could not be 
“ unemployed one hour, but that the whole juftice of 
“ the kingdom would be put out of order, and draw a 
“ greater and a jufter clamour than had been yet : that 
“ there was as much care to be taken, that it fhould 
“ not be in the powir of any man to refufe it, which 
“ would be yet more prejudicial to his Majefty. He 
“ defired them above all, to weigh well, that the bufi- 
nefs confifted only in having the Great Seal in the 
place, where his Majefty refolved to be; and if the 
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“ Keeper would keep his promife, and defired to ferve 
“ the King, it would be unqueftionably the beft way, 
“ that he and the Seal were both there : if, on the 
“ other lide, he were not an honeft man, and cared 
“ not for offending the King, he would then refufe to 
“ deliver it ; and inform the Lords of it ; who would 
“ juffify him for his difobedience, and reward and 
“ cherifh liim ; and he muft then hereafter ferve their 
“ turn ; the mifehief whereof would be greater than 
“ could be eafily imagined : and his Majefty’s own 
“ Great Seal fliould be every day ufed againff him, 
“ nor would it be poffible in many months to procure 

a new one to be made.” 

Thefe objedtions appeared of weight to them ; and 
they refolved to give an account of the whole to the 
King, and to expedt his order: and both the Lord 
Falkland, and Mr. Hyde, writ to his Majelfy, and 
fent their letters away that very night. The King was 
fatisfied with the reafons, and was very glad that Mr. 
Hyde was fo confident of the Keeper ; though, he 
faid, he remained ffill in doubt ; and refolved, “ that 
“ he would, fuch a day of the week] following, fend 
“ for the Keeper, and the Seal and that it fhould 
be, as had been advifed, upon a Saturday afternoon, as 
foon as the Houfe of Lords fliould rife ; becaufe then 
no notice could be taken of it till Monday. Mr. 
Hyde, who had continued to fee the Keeper frequent- 
ly, and was confirmed in his confidence of his inte- 
grity, went now to him ; and finding him firm to his 
refolution, and of opinion, in regard of the high pro- 
ceedings of the Houfes, that it fhould not be long de- 
ferred } he told him, “ that he might expedl; a meffen- 
“ ger the next week, and that he fhould once more fee 
“ him, when he would tell him the day ; and that he 
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“ would then go himfelf away before him to York 
with which he was much pleafed, and it was agreed 
between the three, that it was now time, that he 
fhould be gone (the King having lent for him fome 
time before) after a day or two ; in which time the 
declaration of the nineteenth of May would be paffed. 

On the Saturday following, between two and three of 
the clock in the afternoon, Mr. Elliot, a Groom of 
the Bedchamber to the Prince, came to the Keeper, 
and found him alone in the room where he ufed to 
lit, and delivered him a letter from the King in his 
own hand ; wherein he required him, with many ex- 
preffions of kindnefs and efteem, “ to make hafte to 
him ; and if his indifpofition” (for he was often 
troubled with gravel and lharpnefs of urine) “ would 
not fulFer him to' make fuch hafte upon the journey, 
“ as the occalion required, that he fhould deliver the 
Seal to the perfon who gave him the letter ; who, 
“ being a ftrong young man, would make fuch hafte 
as was neceflary ; and that he might make his own 
“journey, by thofe degrees which* his health re- 
“ quired.” The Keeper was furprifed with the mef- 
fenger, whom he did not like ; and more when he 
found that he knew the contents of the letter, which, 

jk 

he hoped, would not have been communicated to any 
man, who Ihould be fent : he anfwered him with 
much refervation ; and when the other with Wuntnefs, 
as he was no polite man, demanded the Seal of him, 
which he had not thought of putting out of his own 
hands; he anfwered him, “ that he would not de- 
liver it into any hands, but the King’s but pre- 
fently recolle<fting himfelf, and looking over his letter 
again, he quickly confidered, that it would be hazard- 
ous to carry the Seal himfelf fuch a journey ; and that 

if 
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if by any purfuit of him, which he could not but fuf- 
pecSl, he Ihould be feized upon, the King would be 
very unhappily difappointed of the Seal, which he had 
rcafon fo much to depend upon ; and that his mif- 
fortunc would be wholly imputed to his own fault and 
infidelity, (which, without doubt, he abhorred with 
his heart) ; and the only way to prevent that mifchief, 
or to appear innocent under it, was to deliver the Seal 
to the perfon trufted by the King himfelf to receive 
it ; and fo, without telling him any thing of his own 
purpofe, he delivered the Seal into his hands ; who 
forthwith put himfelf on his horfe, and with wonder- 
ful expedition prefented the Great Seal into his Ma- 
jefty’s own hands, who was infinitely pleafed with it, 
and with the mefienger. 

The Keeper, that evening, pretended to be indif- 
pofed, and that he wmuld take his reft early, and 
therefore that nobody ftiould be admitted to fpeak 
with him ; and then he called Serjeant Lee to him, 
who was the Serjeant who waited upon the Seal, and 
in whom he had great confidence, as he well might ; 
and told him freely, “ that he was refolved, the next 
“ morning, to go to the King, who had fent for him ; 
“ that he knew well how much malice he fhould con- 
“ tratfl by it from the Parliament, which would ufe 
“ all the means they could to apprehend him ; and 
“ he himfelf knew not how he ihould perform the 
journey, therefore he put himfelf entirely into his 
“ hands ; that he ihould caufe his horfes to be ready 
againft the next morning, and only his own groom 
“ to attend them, aJid he to guide the beft way, and 
that he would not impart it to any other perfon.” 
The honeft Serjeant was very glad of the reiblution, 
and cheerfully undertook all things for the journey ; 
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and fo fending the horfes out of the town, the Keeper 
put himfelf in his coach very early the next morning, 
and as foon as they were out of the town, he and the 
Serjeant, and one groom, took their horfes, and made fo 
great a journey that day, it being about the beginning 
of June, that before the end of the third day he 
kifled the King’s hand at York. 

He had purpofely procured the Houfe of Peers to 
be adjourned to a later hour in the morning for Mon- 
day, than it ufed to be. Sunday pafled without any 
man’s taking notice of the Keeper’s being abfent ; 
and many, who knew that he was not at his houfe, 
thought he had been gone to Cranford, to liis coun- 
try houfe, whither he frequently went on Saturday 
nights, and was early enough at the Parliament- on 
Monday mornings ; and fo the Lords the more willing- 
ly confented to the later adjournments for thofe days. 
But on Monday morning, when it was known when, 
and in what manner, he had left his houfe, the confu- 
lion in both Houfes was very great ; and they who 
had thought that their intereft was fo great in him, 
ihat they knew all his thoughts, and had valued them- 
felves, and were valued by others, upon that account, 
hung down their heads, and were even diftraefted with 
lhame: however they could not but conclude, that 
he was out ®f their reach before the Lords met ; yet 
to Ihew their indignation againft him, and it may be in 
hope that his infirmities would detain him long in the 
journey, (as nobody indeed thought that he could have 
performed it with that expedition), they ilTued out 
fuch a warrant for the apprehending him, as had been 
in the cafe of the fouleft felon or murderer ; and 
printed it, and caufed it to be difperfed, by exprelTes, 
over all the kingdom, with great hafte. All which 

circum- 
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circumftances, both before and after the Keeper’s 
journey to York, are the more particularly and at large 
fet down, out of juftice to the memory of that noble 
perfon ; whofe honour fufFered then much in the opi- 
nion of many, by the confident report of the perfon, 
who was fent for and received the Seal, and who was 
a loud and bold talker, and defired to have it believed, 
that his manhood had taviftied the Great Seal from 
the Keeper, e\’’en in fpite of his teeth ; which, how 
impolfible foever in itfelf, found too much credit ; 
and is therefore cleared by this very true and pundlual 
relation, which in truth is but due to him. 

But the trouble and diftradlion, which at this time 
poflefled them, was vifibly very great ; and their de- 
jeftion fuch, that the fame day the Earl of Northum- 
berland (who had been of another teJtnper) moved, 

“ that a committee ’might be. appointed, to confider 
“ how there might be an accommodation between the 
“ King and his people, for the good, happinefs, and 
“ fafety of both King and kingdom which commit- 
tee was appointed accordingly. 

This temper of accommodation troubled them not 
long, new watmth and vigour being quickly infufed 
into them by the unbroken and undaunted fpirits of 
the Houfe of Commons ; which, to fhew how little 
they valued the power or authority of the King, 
though fupported by having now his Great Seal by 
him, on the twenty-fixth of May agreed on a new re^ 
mqnfirance to the people j in which, the Lords epn- 
curxing, they inforii^^J them, .s 

“ That although itRi^^reat affairs^ of the kingdoip, 

“ and the miferablp,bipeding condition of the king- Remon- 
“ dom of Ireland, afforded them little leifure to fpend May 26, 

“ their time in declarations, and in anfwers, and re- *®+*‘ 
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“ plies, yet the malignant party about his Majefty 
“ taking all occafions to multiply calumnies upon the 
Houfes of Parliament, and to publifli fharp invec- 
tives, under his Majefty’s name, againft them, and 
“ their proceedings, (a new engine they had invented 
“ to heighten the diftra<ftions of this kingdom, and 
to beget and increafe diftrufl and difafFedlion be- 
tween the King, and his Parliament, and the peo- 
pie), they could not be fo much wanting to their 
“ own innocency, or to the duty of their truft, as not 
“ to clear thcmfelves from thofe falfe afperfions, and 
“ (which was their chiefeft care) to difabufe the peo- 
“ pie’s minds, and open their eyes, that under the 
“ falfe fhews, and pretexts of the law of the land, and 
of their own rights and liberties, they may not be 
carried into the road way, that leadeth to the utter 
“ ruin and fubverfion thereof. A late occafion that 
“ thofe wicked fpirits of divihon had taken to defame, 
“ and indeed to arraign the proceedings of both 
“ Houfes of Parliament, had been from their votes of 
the twenty-eighth of April, and their declaration 
“ concerning the bufinefs of Hull, which becaufe 
“ they put forth, before they could fend their anfwer 
concerning that matter unto his Majefty, thofe mif- 
chievous inftruments of diftenfion, between the 
“ King, ^d the Parliament, and the people, whofe 
** chief labour and ftudy was to mifreprefent their 
« aftions to his Majefty, and to . the kingdom, would 
“ needs interpret this as an appeal to the people, and 
“ ja declining of all intercourfe between his Majefty 
and them ; as if they thought it to no purpofe, to 
“ endeavour any more to give his Majefty fatisfac- 
** tion ; and, without expedling any longer their an- 
“ fwer, under the name of a meffage from his Majefty 
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to both Houfes, they themfelves had indeed made 
“ an appeal to the people as the meffage itfelf did in 
“ a manner grant it to be, offering to join iffue with 
“ tJicm in that way, and in the nature thereof did 
clearly fhew itfelf to be no other ; therefore they 
“ would likewife addrefs their anfwer to the kingdom, 
not by way of appeal# (as they were charged), but 
“ to prevent them from being their own executioners, 
“ and from being perfuaded under falfe colours of de- 
“ fending the law, and their own liberties, to deftroy 
“ both with their own hands, by taking their lives, li- 
“ berties, and eftates out of their hands, whom they 
“ had chofen, and entrufted therewith, and rehgning 
“ them up unto fome evil counfellors, about his Ma- 
<‘jefty, who could lay no other foundation of their 
“ own greatnefs, but upon the ruin of this, and, in it, 
“ of all Parliaments ; and, in them, of the true reli- 
“ gion, and the freedom of this nation. And thefe, 
“ they faid, were the men that would perfuade the 
“ people, that both Houfes of Parliament, containing 
“ all the Peers, and reprefenting all the Commons of 
“ England, would deftroy the laws of the land, and 
“ liberties of the people ; wherein, befides the truft 
“ of the whole, they themfelves, in their own particu- 
“ lars, had fo great an intereft of honour and eftate, 
“ that they hoped, it would gain little erffidit W’irh any, 
“ that had the leaft ufe of reafon, that loch, as mu ft 
“ have fo great a fhare in the mifery, fhould take fo 
much pains in the procuring thereof ; and fpend fo 
“ much time, and run fo many hazards to make 
“ themfelves flaves, and to deftroy the property of 
” their eftates. But -that they might give particular 
f/itisfadlion to the feveral imputations caft upon 
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them, they would take them in order, as they were 
“ laid upon them in that mcflage. 

“ Firft, they were charged for the avowing that 
ail of Sir John Hotham ; which was termed unpa- 
“ ralleled, and an high and unheard of affront unto 
“ his Majefty, and as if they needed not to have done 
“ it ; he being able, as was alleged, to produce no 
“ fuch command of the Houfes of Parliament. They 
faid, although Sir John Hotham had not an order, 
“ that did exprefs every circumftance of that cafe, 
" yet he might have produced an order of both 
“ Houfes, which did comprehend this cafe, not only 
“ in the clear intention, but in the very words there- 
“ of ; which they knowing in their confciences to be 
“ fo, and to be moft neceffary for the fafety of the 
“ kingdom, they could not but in honour and jufticc 
“ avow that ail of his ; which, they were confident, 
would appear to all the world to be fo far from be- 
“ ing an affroht to the King, that it would be found 
“ to have been an ail of great loyalty to his Majefty, 
“ and to his kingdom. 

The next charge upon them was, that, inftead of 
“■ giving his Majefty fatisfailion, they publifhed a de- 
“ claration concerning that bufinels, as an appeal to 
“ the people, and as if their intercourfe with his Ma- 
“ jefty, and|^r his fatisfailion, were now to no more 
“ purpofe ]^hich courfe was alleged to be very un- 
agreeable to the modefty and duty of former times, 
“ and not warrantable by any precedents, but what 
themfelves had made. They faid, if the penner of 
“ that meffage had expeiled awhile, or had not ex- 
** peiled that two Houfes of Parliament (efpecially 
“ burthened, as they were at that time, with fo many 
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“ prefRng and urgent affairs) fhould have moved as 
“ faft as himfelf, he would not have faid, that decla- 
“ ration was inftead of an anfwer to his Majefty ; 
“ which they did difpatch with all the fpeed and dili- 
“ gence they could, and had fent it to his Majefty by 
“ a committee of both Houfes ; whereby it appeared, 
“ that they did it not upon that ground, that they 
“ thought it was no more to any purpofe, to endea- 
vour to give his Majefty fatisfadlion. 

■ “ And as for the duty and modefty of former times, 
from which they were faid to have varied, and to 
want the warrant of any precedents therein, but 
“ what themfelves had made : if they had made any 
“ precedents this Parliament, they had. made thdm 
“ for pofterity, upon the fame, or better grounds of 
“ reafon and law, than thofe were upon, which their 
“ predeccflbrs firft made for them-: and as fome pre- 
“ cedents ought not to be rules for them to follow, fo 
none could be limits to bound their proceedings ; 
“ which might and muft vary, according to the dif- 
“ ferent condition of times. And for that particular, 
“ of fetting forth declarations for the fatisfaftion of 
“ the people, who had chofen, and entrufted them 
“ with all that was deareft to them ; if there were no 
“ example for it, it was becaufe there were never any 
“ monfters before, that ever attempted to difafFetft the 
“ people, from a Parliament, or could ever harbour a 
“ thought that it might be cffe<51:ed. Were there ever 
fuch praftices to poifon the people with an ill ap- 
“ prehenfion of the Parliament ? Were there ever 
fuch imputations and fcandals laid upon the pro- 
** ceedings of both Houfe's ? Were there ever fo 
many and fo great breaches of privilege of Parlia- 
•* ment ? Were there ever fo many and fo defperate 
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defigns of force and violence againft the Parlia- 
“ mcnt, and the members thereof ? If they had clone 
“ more than ever their anCeftors had done, they faid, 
“ they had lufFered more than ever they had fuftered ; 

and yet, in point of modefty and duty, they would 
“ not yield to the beft of former times ; and they 
“ would put that in iffue, whether the higheft and 
“ mod: unwarrantable precedents of any of liis Ma- 
“ jefty’s predeceffors did not fall fhort, and much be- 
low, what had been clone to them this Parliament ? 
“ And, on the other licle, whether, if they fliould 
“ make the higheft precedents of other Parliaments 
“ their patterns, there would be cauie to complain of 
“ want of modefty and duty in them ; when they 
had not i'o much as fuftered fuch things to enter 
into their thoughts, which all the world knew they 
put in adt ? 

Another charge which was laid very high upon 
“ them, and which were indeed a very great crime if 
they were found guilty thereof, was, that, by avow- 
“ ing that adl of Sir John Hotham, they did, in con- 
“ fequence, confound and deftroy the title and in- 
“ tercft of all his Majefty's good fubjcdVs to their lands 
“ and goods ; and that upon this ground ; that His 
“ Majefty had the fame title to his town of Hull, 
“ which any of his fubjedls had to their houfes or 
“ lands, and the fame to his magazine and munition 
“ there, that any man had to his money, plate, or 
“ jewels ;• and, therefore, that they ought not to have 
“ been difpofed of, without or againft his confent, no 
“ more than the houfe, land, money, plate, or jewels, 
“ of any fubjedl ought to be, without or againft his 
« will. 

“ Here, they faid, that was laid down for a princl- 
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“ pie, which would indeed pull up the very founda- 
“ tion of the liberty, property, and intereft of every 
“ fubjedl in particular, and of all the fubjedfs in ge- 
“ neral, if they fliould admit it for a truth, that 
“ his Majefty had the fame right and title to his 
“ towns, and to his magazines, (bought with the pub- 
“ lie moneys, as they conceived that at Hull to have 
“ been), that every particular man hath to his houfe, 
“ lands, and goods. For his Majefty’s towns were no 
“ more his own, than his kingdom was his own ; and 
“ his kingdom was no more his own, than his people 
“ are his own ; and if the King had a property in all 
“ his towns, what would become of tlic fubjcdls’ pro- 
“ pricty in their houfes therein ? and if he had a pro- 
“ priety in his kingdom, what would become of the 
“ fubjedts’ property in their lands throughout the 
“ kingdom ? or of their liberties, if. his Majefty had 
“ the fame right in their perfons, that every fubjedt 
“ hath in his lands and goods ? and what would be- 
“ come of all the fubjedls’ interefts in the towns and 
“ forts of the kingdom, and in the kingdom itfelf, if 
“ his Majefty might fell, or give them away, or dif- 
“ pofe of them at his pleafure, as a particular man 
“ might do with his lands, and with his goods ? This 
“ erroneous maxim being infufed into Princes, that 
“ their kingdoms are their own, and that they may 
“ do with them what they will, as if their kingdoms 
“ were for them, and not they for their kingdoms, 
“ was, they faid, the root of all the fubjedls’ mifery, 
a,nd of the invading of their juft rights and liber- 
“ ties ; whereas, indeed, they are only entrufted with 
“ their kingdoms, and with their towns, and with 
their people, and with the public treafure of the 
“ commonwealth, and whatfoever is bought therewith ; 

3 M 4 and. 



THE HISTORY 


Book V. 


and, by the known law of this kingdom, the very jewels 
“ of the crown are not the King’s proper goods, but 
“ are only entrufted to him for the ufe and ornament 
“ thereof : as the towns, forts, treafure, magazines, 
“offices, and the people of the kingdom, and the 
“ whole kingdom itfelf is entruAed unto him, for the 
“ good, and fafcty, and beft advantage thereof : and 
“ as this trufl is for the ufe of the kingdom, fo ought 
it to be managed by the advice of the Houfes of 
“ Parliament, whom the kingdom hath trufted for 
“ that purpofe ; it being their duty to fee it dif- 
“ charged according to the condition and true intent 
thereof ; and as much as in them lies, by all poffi- 
“ ble means, to prevent the contrary ; which, if it had 
“ been their chief care, and only aim, in the difpof- 
“ ing of the town and magazine of PIull in fuch 
manner as they had done, they hoped it would ap- 
“ pear clearly to all the world, that they had dif- 
charged their own truft, and not invaded that of 
“ his Majefty, much lefs his property ; which, in that 
“ cafe, they could not do. 

“ But admitting his Majefty had indeed a property in 
“ the town and magazine of Hull ; who doubted but that 
“ a Parliament may difpofe of any thing, wherein his 
“ Majefty, or any fubjedt, hath a right, in fuch a way, 
“ as that the kingdom may not be expofed to hazard 
“ or danger thereby ? which was their cafe, in the 
“ difpofing of the town and magazine of Hull. And 
“ whereas his Majefty did allow this, and a greater 
“ power to a Parliament, but in that fenfe only, as he 
himfelf was a part thereof ; they appealed to every 
“ man’s confcience, that had obferved their proceed- 
“ ings, whether they disjoined his Majefty from his 
Parliament, who had in all humble ways fought his 
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concurrence with them, as in that particular about 
“ Hull, and for the removal of the magazine there, 
fo alfo in all other things ; or whether thofe evil 
councils about hipi had not feparatcd him from his 
“ Parliament ; not only in diftance of place, but alfo 
in the difcharge of the joint truft with them, for the 
“ peace and fafety of the kingdom in that, and fome 
“ other particulars. 

“ They had given no occafion to his Majefty, they 
“ faid, to declare with fo much earneftnefs his refolu- 
“ tion, that he would not fulFer either, or both 
Houfes by their votes, without or againft his con- 
fent, to enjoin any thing that was forbidden by the 
law, or to forbid any thing that was enjoined by the 
“ law ; for their votes had done no fuch thing ; and as 
they Ihould be very tender of the law, (which they 
did acknowledge to be the fafeguard and cuftody 
of all public and private interefts), fo they would 
“ never allow a few private perfons about the King, 
nor his Majefty himfelf in his own perfon, and out 
of his courts, to be judge of the law, and that con- 
“ trary to the judgment of the higheft court of judi« 
“ cature. In like manner, that his Majefty had not 
“ refufed to confent to any thing, that might be for the 
“ peace and happinefs of the kingdom, they could 
“ not admit it in any other fenfe, but as his Majefty 
“ taketh the meafure of what will be for the peace 
and happinefs of his kingdom, from fome few ill 
“ affeded perfons about him, contrary to the advice 
“ and judgment of his great council of Parliament. 
“ And becaufe the advice of both Houfes of Parlia- 
“ ment had, through the fuggeftion of evil counfel- 
lors, been fo much undervalued of late, and fo ab- 
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“ folutcly rejected and r^fufed, they faid, they held 
“ it fit to declare unto the kingdom, whofe honour 
“ and intereft was fo much concerned in it, what was 
“ the privilege of the great council of Parliament 
“ herein ; and what was the obligation that lay upon 
tlie Kings of this realm, to pafs fuch bills, as are 
“ offered to them by both Houfes of Parliament, in 
“ the name, and for the good, of the whole kingdom, 
“ whereunto they ftand engaged, both in confcience 
“ and juftice, to give their royal affent : in confei- 
“ cnce, in regard of the oath, tliat is, or ought to be 
“ taken by the Kings of this realm at their corona* 
“ tion, as well to confirm by their royal alfent fuch 
“ good laws, as the people fltall choofe, and to re- 
“ medy by law fuch inconveniences, as the kingdom 
“ may fuffer ; as to keep and proteft tlie laws already 
“ in being j as may appear both by the form of the 
“ oath upon record, and in books of good authority, 
“ and by the ftatute of the 25 of Edward III. entitled, 
“ the Statute of Provifors of Benefices ; the form of 
“ which oath, and the claufe of the ftatute that con- 
cerneth it, are as followeth : 

Rot. Parliament. H. IV. N. 17. 

Torma juramenti folili, et confueti prxjiari fer Reges 
jingUee in eornm Cororiatione. 

Servabis Ecclefiae Dei, Cleroque, et Populo, pacem 
ex integro, et concordiam in Deo, fecundum vires 
tuas ? 

Refpondehit, Servabo. 

Facies fieri in omnibus judiciis tuis mquam, et rec- 
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tarn juftitiam, et difcretionftm in mifericordia et verl- 
tate, fecundutn vires tuas ? 

Re/pondehit, Faciam. 

Concedis juftas leges, et confuetudines elTe tenen- 
das ; et promittis per te eas effe protcgendas, et ad 
honorem Dei corroborandas, quas vulgus elegerit, f?- 
cundum vires tuas ? 

Refpoiidebll , Concede et promitto. 

Adjicianturque praedidlis interrogation! bus qu® juf- 
ta fuerint, praenunciatifque omnibus, confirmet Rex 
fe omnia fervaturum, facramento fuper Altare praefti- 
to, coram cun6lis. 

A Claiife in the preainhle of a Statute made the 25 
Edw. III. entitled^ the Statute of Provifors of 
Bentfices. 

Whereupon the faid Commons have prayed our 
faid Lord the King, that lith the right of the 
Crown of England, and the law of the faid realm- is 
fuch, that upon the mifehiefs and damages, which 
happen to this realm, he ought, and is bound by his 
oath, with the accord of his people in his Parliament, 
thereof to make remedy and law, and in removing 
the mifehiefs and damages which thereof enfue, that 
it may pleafe him thereupon to ordain remedy. 

Our Lord the King feeing the mifehiefs and da- 
mages before mentioned, and having regard to the 
ftatute made in the time of his faid grandfather, and to 
the caufes contained in the fame, which ftatute hold- 
eth always his force, and was never defeated, repealed, 
or annulled in any point, and by fo much he is 
bound by his oath to caufe the fame to be kept as 
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the law of his realm, though that, by fufFerance and 
negligence, it hath been lithence attempted to the con- 
trary : alfo having regard to the grievous complaints 
made to him by his people, in divers his Parliaments 
holden heretofore, willing to ordain remedy for the 
great damages and mifehiefs, which have happened, 
and daily do happen, to the Church of England by 
the faid caufe : 

“ Here, they faid, the Lords and Commons claim 
“ it diredlly as the right of the Crown of England, 
“ and of the law of the land, and that the King is 
“ bound by his oath, with the accord of his people in 
** l^arliament, to make remedy, and law, upon the 
“ mifehiefs and damages, which happen to this realm; 

and the King doth not deny it, although he take 
** occafibn from a ftatute formerly made by his grand- 
“ father, which was laid as part of the grounds of this 
“ petition, to fix his anfwer upon another branch of 
“ his oath, and pretermits that which is claimed by 
“ the Lords and Commons ; which lie would not have 
done, if it might have been excepted againft. 

“ Jn juftice, they faid, they arc obliged thereunto, 
“ in refpedl of the truft repofed in them ; which is as 
** w^ell to preferve the kingdom by the making new 
laws, where there fhall be need, as by obferving of 
“ laws already made ; a kingdom being, many times, as 
“ much expofed to ruin for the want of a new law, as by 
the violation of thofe that are in being : and this is fo 
“ clear a right, that, no doubt, his Majefty would ac- 
“ knowledge it to be as due to his people, as his pro- 
“ tedlion. But how far forth he was obliged to fol- 
low the judgment of his Parliament therein, that is 
the queftion. And certainly, befides the words in 
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“ the King’s- oath, referring unto fuch laws as the 
“ people fhall choofe, as in fuch things which con- 
“ cern the public weal and good of the kingdom, 
" they are the moft proper judges, who are fent 
“ from the whole kingdom for that very purpofe ; fo 
“ they did not find, that lince laws liave paflcd by 
“ way of bills, (which are read thrice in both Iloufes, 
“ and committed ; and every part and circumftance of 
“ them fully weighed, and debated upon the com- 
“ mitment, and afterwards pafTed in both Iloufes), 
“ that ever the Kings of this realm did deny them, 
“ otherwife than is cxprefled in that ufual anfwer, 
“ Le Roy s'avifera ; which fignifies rather a fufpenfion, 
“ than a refufal- of the royal aflent. And in thofe 
“ other laws, which are framed by way of petitions of 
“ right, the Iloufes of Parliament have taken them- 
“ felves to be fo far judges of the right claimed by 
“ them, that when the King’s anfwer hatli not, in 
“ every point, been fully according to their defires, 
“ they have hill inlifted upon their claim, and never 
“ relied fatisfied, till fuch time they had an anfwer 
“ according to their demand ; as had been done in 
“ the late Petition of Kight, and in former times upon 
the like occahon. And if the Parliament be judge 
“ between the King and his people in the queftion 
“ of right, (as by the manner in the claim in petitions 
“ of right, and by judgments in Parliament, in cafes 
“ of illegal impofitions and taxes, and the like, it ap- 
“ pears to be), why fliould they not be fo alfo, in the 
“ queftion of the common good, and neceffity of the 
“ kingdom ; wherein the kingdom hath as clear a 
“ right alfo to have the benefit and remedy of law, 
“ as in any thing whatfoever ? And yet* they did not 
“ deny, but that in private bills, and alfo in public 
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adts of grace, as pardons, and the like grants of fa- 
“ vour, his Majefty might have a greater latitude of 
“ granting, or denying, as he fhould think fit. 

“ All this conlidered, they faid, they could not but 
“ wonder, that the contriver of that meflage fhould 
“ conceive, the people of this land to be lb void of 
“ common fenfe, as to enter into fo deep a miftruft of 
“ thole, whom they have, and his Majefty ought to re- 
pofe lb great a truft in, as to defpair of any fecurity 
“ in their private eftates, by defeents, purchafes, af- 
“ furances, or conveyances j unlefs his Majefty fliould, 
“ by his vote, prevent the prejudice, they might re- 
“ ceive therein by the votes of both Houfes of Par- 
“ liament ; as if they, who are efpecially chofen, and 
“ entrufted for that purpofe, and who themfelves 
“ muft needs have fo great a fhare in all grievances of 
“ the fubjedl, had wholly call: off all care of the fubjedl’s 
good, and his Majefty l>ad folely taken it up ; and 
“ as if it could be imagined, that they fhould, by 
their votes, overthrow* the rights of defeents, pur- 
chafes, or of any conveyance or aflurance, in whofe 
“ judgment the whole kingdom liath placed all their 
“ particular interefts, if any of them fhould be called 
in queftion, in any of thofe cafes ; and that (as not 
“ knowing where to place them, with greater fecurity) 
“ without any appeal from them to any other perfon 
“ or court whatfoever. 

“ But indeed they were very much to feek, how 
the cafe of Hull could concern defeents and pur- 
“ chafes, or conveyances and alTurances ; unlefs it 
“ were in procuring more fecurity to men in their 
** private interefts, by the prefervation of the whole 
from confufton and deftrutftion ; and much Icfs did 
“ they underftand, liow the fovereign power was re-* 
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“ filled, and defpifed therein. Certainly no command 
“ from hie Majefly, and his high court of Parlia- 
“ mentj'^where the fovereign power refidcs), was dif- 
“ obeyed by Sir John Hotham ; nor yet was his Ma- 
“ jefty’s authority derived out of any otlicr court, nor 
“ by any legal commifiTion, or by any other way, 
“ w'herein the law had appointed his Majefty's com- 
“ mands to be derived to his fubjcdls ; and of what 
“ validity his verbal commands are, without any fuch 
“ llamp of his authority upon them, and againft the 
“ order of both Iloufes of Parliament, and whether 
“ the not fubmitting thereunto be a refifting and de- 
“ fpifing of the fovereign authority, they would leave 
“ to all men to judge, that do at all underftand the 
“ government of this kingdom. 

“ They acknowledged that his Majelly had made 
many expreffions of zeal, and intentions againft the 
“ defperate defigns of the Papifts ; but yet it was alfo 
“ as true, that the counfcls, which had prevailed of 
“ late with him, had been little fuitable to thofc ex- 
“ preflions and intentions. For what did more ad- 
“ vance the open and bloody defign of the Papifts in 
“ Ireland, (whereon the fecret plots of the Papifts here 
“ did, in all likelihood, depend), than his Majefty’s 
“ abfenting himfelf, in that manner that he did, from 
“ his Parliament ; and fetting; forth fuch ftiarp invec- 
“ tives againft them, notwithftanding all the humble 
“ petitions, and other means, which his Parliament 
“ had addrefled unto him, for his return, and for his 
“ fatisfadlion concerning their proceedings? And what 
“ was more likely to give a rife to the defigns of the 
“ Papifts, (whereof there were fo many, in the north, 
“ near to the town of Hull), and of other malignant 
“ and ill afFedled perfons, (wjiich were ready to join 

“ with 



THE HISTORY 


Book V. 


“ with them), or to the attempts of foreigners from 
“ abroad, than the continuing of that great magazine 
“at Hull, at this time, and contrary to the uefire, 
“ and adt'ice of both Houfes of Parliament ? So that 
“ they had too much caufe to believe, that the Pa- 
“ pihs had ftill fome way and means, whereby they 
“ had influence upon his Majefty’s counfels for their 
“ own advantage. 

“ For the malignant party, they faid, his Majefly 
“ needed not a definition of the law, nor yet a more 
“ full charadfer of them from both Houfes of Parlia- 
ment, for to find them out, if he would pleafe only 
“ to apply the charadfer, that himfelf had made of 
“ them, to thofe, unto whom it doth properly and 
“ truly belong. Who are fb much difaffedfed to the 
“ peace of the kingdom, as they that endeavour to 
“ difafFedl his Majefty from the Houfes of Parlia- 
“ ment, and perfuadc him to be at fuch a diflance 
“ from them, both in place and affedfion ? Who arc 
“ more difaffedfed to the government of the king- 
“ dom, than fuch as lead his Majefty away from 
“ hearkening to his Parliament ; which, by the cort- 
“ ftitution of the kingdom, is his greateft and beft: 
" council ; and perfuade him to follow the malicious 
counfels of fome private men, in oppofing and con- 
“ tradidling the wholefome advices and juft proceed- 
“ ings of that his moft faithful council, and higheft: 

“ court ? Who are they, that not only negledl and 
“ defpife, but labour to undermine the law, under co-^ 

“ lour of maintaining it, but they that endeavour to 
deftroy the fountain and confervatory of the law, 

“ which is tire Parliament ? And who are they that 
“ fet up other rules for themfelves to walk by, than fuch 
“ as were according to law, but they that will make 

“ other 
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“ other judges of the law than the law hath appointed ; 

ai^d fjcus/ifpcnfe with thein obedience to that, which 
“ the law calleth authority, and to their dctermina- 
“ tions and refolutions, to whom the judgment doth 
appertain by law ? For, when private pcrl'ons fhall 
“ make the law to be their rule according to their 
" own underftanding, contrary to the judgment of 
“ thofe that are the competent judges tliereof, they 
fet up unto themfelves other rules than the law doth 
“ acknowledge. Who thofe perfons were, none knew 
“ better than his Majelty himfelf : and if he would 
pleafe to take all poflible caution of them, as de- 
“ ftrudtlve to the commonwealth and himfelf, and 
“ would remove them from about him, it would be 
“ the moft effedlual means to compofe all the diftrac- 
“ tions, and to cure the di tempers of the kingdom. 

“ For the Lord Digby’s letter, they faid, they did 
“ not make mention of it as a ground to hinder his 
“ Majefty from vifiting his own fort ; but they ap- 
“ pealed to the judgment of any indifferent man, that 
“ fhould read that letter, and compare it with the pof- 
“ ture that his Majefty then did, and ftill doth, Hand 
“ in towards the Parliament, and with the circum- 
“ fiances of that late adlion of his Majefly’s going to 
“ Hull, whether the advifers of that journey intended 
“ only a vifit of that fort and magazine ? 

“ As to the ways and overtures of accommodation, 
and the meffage of the twentieth of January laft, fo 
“ often preffed, but ftill in vain, as was alleged : their 
“ anfwer was, that although fo often as that meffage 
“ of the twentieth of January had been preffed, fo 
often had their privileges been clearly infringed, 
that a way and method of proceedings fhould be 
“ preferibed to them, as well for the fettling of his 
VOL. I. 1 ’. z. 3 Jr “ Majefty’s 
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Majefty’s revenue, as for the prefcntin^ of their 
“ own defires, (a thing, which, in former Parr^'nm'^nis, 
had always been excepted againft, as a breach of 
“ privilege), yet, in refpeft to the matter contained 
“ in that melfage, and out of their carneft delirc to 
beget a good underllanding between his Majcfty 
“ and them, they fwallowed down all matters of cir- 
“ cumftance ; and had ere that time prefented the chief 
“ of their dehres to his MajeRy, had they not been 
“ interrupted with continual denials, even of thofc 
“ things that w'ere neceffary for their prefent fecurity 
“ and fubfiftcnce ; and had not thofe denials been 
“ followed with perpetual inveeftives againll them, 
“ and their, proceedings ; and had not thofe invcc- 
“ tives been heaped upon them fo thick one after an- 
other, (who were in a manner already taken up 
“ wholly with the preffing affairs of this kingdom, 
“ and of the kingdom of Ireland), that as they had lit- 
tie encouragement from thence, to hope for any 
“ good anfwers to their deffres, fo they had not fo 
much time left them to perfedl them in luch a 
“ manner, as to offer them to his Majefty. 

“ They confeffed it to be a refolution moff worthy 
“ of a Prince, and of his Majefty, to fhut his ears 
“ againft any that would incline him to a civil war ; 
“ and to abhor the very apprehenlion of it. But they 
could not believe that mind to have been in them, 
“ that came witli his Majefty to the Houfe of Com- 
mons ; or in them, that accompanied his Majefty to 
“ Hampton-Court, and appeared in a warlike manner 
“ at Kingfton upon Thames ; or in divers of them, 
who followed his Majefty lately to Hull ; or in 
“ them, who after drew their fwords in York, dc- 
“ manding, /f7/o would he for the King? nor in them, 

' “ that 



OF THE REBELLION, See. 

that advifed his Majefty to declare Sir John Ho- 
-^^ J^hanu f traitor, before the meffage was fent concern- 
“ ing that bulinefs to the Parliament, or to make pro- 
“ pohtions to the gentlemen of the county of York to 
alTifi; his Majefty to proceed againft him in a way 
of force, before he had, or poffibly could receive an 
“ anfwcr from the Parliament, to whom he had fent 
to demand juftice of them againft Sir John Hotham 
“ for that fadl : and if thofe malignant fpirits fhould 
“ ever force them to defend their religion, the king- 
“ dom, the privileges of Parliament, and the rights 
“ and liberties of the fubjedfs, with their fwords ; the 
“ blood, and dcftrudlion that fhould enfue thereupon, 
muft be wllolly caft upon their account ; God and 
their own confciences told them, that they were 
“ clear ; and they doubted not, biit God and the 
wliole world would clear them therein. 

“ For Captain Leg, tliey had not faid that he was 
accufed, or that there was any charge againft him, 
for the bringing up of the army ; but that he was 
“ employed in that bulinefs. And for that concerning 
“ the Earl of Ncwcaftle, mentioned by his Majefty, 
“ which was faid to have been alkcd long lince, and 
that it was not cafy to be anfwered : they conceived 
“ it was a queftion of more difficulty, and harder to 
be anfweredj why, when his Majefty held it necef- 
fary, upon the fame grounds that firft moved from 
“ the Houfes of Parliament, that a governor fhould 
“ be placed in that town. Sir John Hotham, a gentle- 
tnan of known fortune and integrity, and a perfon 
of whom both Houfes of Parliament had expreffed 
their confidence, fhould be refufed by his Majefty ; 
and the Earl of Newcaftle (who, by the way, was Co' 
“ far named in the bulinefs of bringing up the army, 

3 N a “ that 
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that although there was not ground enough for a 
“ judicial proceeding, yet there was grouild of fu€- 
“ picion ; at leaft his reputation was not left fo un- 
“ blemifhed thereby, as that he fhould be thought the 
“ fitted: man in England for that employment of 
“ Hull) fhould be fent down, in a private way, from 
“ his Majefty to take upon him that government ? 
“ And why he fhould difguife himfelf under another 
name, when he came thither, as he did ? But who- 
“ foever fhould confidcr, together with thofc circum- 
“ fiances, that of the time when Sir John Hotham 
“ was appointed, by both Houfes of Parliament, to 
“ take upon him that employment, which was pre- 
“ fently after his Majefiy’s coming to the Houfe of 
“ Commons, and upon the retiring himfelf to Hamp- 
ton-Court, and the Lord Digby’s aflembling of Ca- 
“ valiers at Kingfion upon Thames, would find reafon 
“ enough, why that town of Hull fhould be committed 
“ rather to Sir John Hotham, by the authority of both 
“ Ploufes of Parliament, than to the Earl of Ncwcaftle, 
“ fent from his Majefty in that’ manner that he was. 
“ And for the power that Sir John Hotham had from the 
“ two Houfes of Parliament, the better it was known 
and underftood, they w'ere confident the more it 
“ would be approved and juftified : and as they did 
‘‘ not conceive, that his Majefty’s refufal to have that 
“ magazine removed could give any advantage againft 
“ him to have it taken from him ; and as no fuch 
“ thing was done, fo they could not conceive, for 
“ what other reafon any fliould counfel his Majefty, 
“ not to fuffer it to be removed, upon the dclirc of 
both Houfes of Parliament ; except it w'cre, that 
they had an intention to make ufe of it againft 
them. 
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They faid, they did not except agalnft thofe that 
ih ^refen ^d a petition to his Majefty at York, for the 
“ continuance of the magazine at Hull, in refpe^l of 
“ their condition, or in refpedf of their number ; be- 
“ caufe they were mean perfons, or becaufe they were 
“ few ; but becaufe they being but a few, and there 
“ being fo many more in the county of as good qua- 
“ lity as themfelves, (who had, by their petition to 
“ his Majefty, difavowed that a<ft of tlieirs), that they 
“ fhould take upon them the ftyle of all the gentry, 
“and inhabitants of that county; and, under that 
“ title, fliould prefume to interpofc their advice con- 
“ trary to the votes of both Houfes of Parliament : 
“ and, if it could be made to appear, that any of thofe 
“ petitions, that are faid to have been prefented to the 
“ Houfes of Parliament, and to have been of a ftrange 
“ nature, were of fuch a nature as that, they were 
“ confident, that they were never received with their 
“ confent and approbation. 

“ Whether there was an intention to deprive Sir 
“ John Hotham of his life, if his Majefty had been 
“ admitted into Hull ; and whether the information 
“ were fuch, as that he had ground to believe it, they 
“ would not bring into queftion ; for that was not, 
“ nor ought to have been, the ground for doing what 
“ he did : neither was the number of his Majefty ’s at- 
“ tendants, for being more or fewer, much conlider- 
“ able in this cafe ; for although it were true, that if 
“ his Majefty had entered with twenty horfe only, he 
“ might happily have found means for to have forced 
“ the entrance of the reft of his train ; who, being 
“ once in the town, would not have been long without 
“ arms ; yet that was not the ground, upon which Sir 
“ John Hotham was to proceed ; but upon the ad- 
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“ mittance ot the King into the town at all, fo as to 
“ deliver up the town and magazine unto hii^, and to 
“ vvhomfoever he Ihould give the command thereof, 
“ without the knowledge and confent of both Jloufcs 
“ of Parliament, by whom he was entrufled to the 
contrary : and his Majefty having declared that to 
“ be his intention concerning the town, in a meffage 
“ that he fent to the Parliament, not long before he 
“ went to Hull ; faying, that he did not doubt, but 
“ that town Ihould be delivered up to him, when- 
“ foever he pleafed, as fuppofing it to be kept againft 
him ; and in like manner concerning his magazine, 
“ in his mellagc of the twenty-fourth of April, where- 
in it is exprefled, that his Majefty went thither, 
“ with a purpofe to take into his hands the magazine, 
“and to dilpofe of it in fuch manner, as he fltould 
“ think fit; upon thofe terms. Sir John Plotham could 
“ not have admitted his Majefty, and have made good 
Iiis truft to the Parliament, though his Majefty 
“ would have entered alone, without any attendants at 
“ all of his own, or of the Prince or Duke, his fons ; 
“ which they did not wifh to be lefs than they were 
“ in their number, but could heartily wifti that they 
“ were generally better in their condition. 

“ In the dole of that meflage, his Majefty ftated 
“ the cafe of Hull ; and thereupon inferred, that the 
“ ad; of Sir John Hotham was levying war againft the 
“ King ; and, confequently, that it was no lefs than 
“ high treafon, by the letter of the ftatute of the 25 
“ Edw. III. ch. 2, unlefs the fenfe of that ftatute were 
“ very far differing from the letter thereof. 

In the ftating of that cafe, they faid, divers parti- 
“ culars might be obferved, wherein it was not rightly 
“ ftated : as, 

I. “ That 
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1. “ That his Majefl-3r’s going to Hull, was only an 
endeavour to vifit a town and fort of his : whereas 

to poffefs himfelf of the town and ma- 
“ gazine there, and to difpofe of them, as he himfelf 
“ fhould think good, without, and contrary to the ad- 
vice and orders of both Houfes of Parliament ; as 
‘‘ did clearly appear by his Majefty’s own declaration 
“ of his intentions therein, by his melfages to both 
“ Houfes, immediately before, and after that journey. 
“ Nor could they believe, that any man, who fliould 
“ confider the circumftances of that journey to Hull, 
“ could think, that his Majefty would have gorie thi- 
“ ther at that time, and in that pofture, that he was 
“ pleafed to put himfelf in towards the Parliament, if 
“ he had intended only a vifit of the town and maga- 
“ zine. 

2. “ It was faid to be his Majefty’s own town, and 
“ his own magazine, which being underftood in that 
“ fenfe, as was before exprefled, as if his Majefty had 
“ a private intereft of propriety therein, they could 
“ not admit it to be fo. 

3. “ Which was the main point of all, Sir John 
“ Hotham was faid to have fliut the gates againft his 
“ Majefty, and to have made rcfiftancc with armed 
“ men, in defiance of his Majefty •, whereas it was in- 
“ deed in obedience to his Majefty, and his authority, 
“ and for his fervice, and the fcrvice of the kingdom ; 
“ for which ufc only, all that intereft is, that the King 

hath in the town ; and it is no further his to dilpofe 
“ of, than he ufeth it for that end : and Sir John 
“ Hotham being commanded to keep the town and 
“ magazine, for his Majefty and the kingdom, and 
“ not to deliver them up, but by his Majefty’s autho- 
“ ritv, fignified by both Houfes of Parliament, all 

3N4 “that 
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that was to be underftood by thofe expreflions, of 
“his denying and oppoling his Majefly’si entrance, 
“ and telling him in plain terms, that he mbuld hot 
“ come in, was only this, that he hnmbly defired his 
“ Majelfy to forbear his entrance, till he might ac- 
“ quaint the Parliament; and • that his authority 
“ might come hgnified to him by both Houfes of 
“ Parliament, according to the truft repofed in him. 
“ And certainly, if the letter of the ftatute of the 25 
“ Edw. III. ch. 3. be thought to Import this; that no 
“ war can be levied againft the^King, but what is di- 
“ redfed and intended againft his perfon, or that 
“ every levying of forces, for the defence of the 
“ King’s authority, and of his kingdom, againft the 
“ perfonal commands of the King oppofed thereunto, 

' “ though accompanied with his prefence, is levying war 

“ againft the King, it is very far from the fenfe of that 

ftatute ; and fo much the ftatute itfelf fpeaks, (be- 
“ lides the authority of book cafes ; precedents of di- 
“ vers traitors condemned upon that interpretation 
“ thereof.) For if the claufe of levying of war had. 
“ been meant only againft the King’s perfon, what 
“ need had there been thereof after the other branch 
“ of treafon, in the fame ftatute, of compaffing the 
“ King’s death, which would ncceffarily have implied 
“ this ? And becaufe the former claufe doth imply 
“ this, it feems not at all to be intended in this latter 
“ branch ; but only the levying of war againft the 
“ King, that is, againft his laws and authority : and 
“ the levying of war againft his laws and authority, 
“ though not againft his perfon, is levying war 
“ againft the King ; but the levying of force againft 
“ his perfonal commands, though accompanied with 
“ his prefence, and not againft his laws and autho- 

“ rity, 
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“ rity, but in the maintenance thereof, is no levying 
‘‘ of war ^ainft the King, but for him. 

"^Tlere was then, they faicl, their cafe : In a time of 
“ fo many fucceffive plots, and defigns of force againft 
“ the Parliament, and the kingdom ; in a time of pro- 
“ bable invafion from abroad, and that to begin at 
“ PIull, and to take tlie opportunity of feizing upon 
“ fo great a magazine there; in a time of fo great 
“ diftance and alienation of his Majefty’s alFeftion 
“ from his Parliament, (and in them from his king- 
“ dom, which they reprefent), by the wicked fuggef- , 
“ tions of a few malignant perfons, by whofe mif- 
“ chievous counfels he was wholly led away from his 
“ Parliament, and their faithful advices and counfels : 

“ in fuch a time, the Lords and Commons in Parliament 
“ command Sir John Hotham to draw in fome of the 
“ Trained Bands of the parts adjacent to the town of 
“ Hull, for the fecuring that town and magazine for 
“ the fervice of his Majefty, and of the kingdom : 
“ of the fafety whereof there is a higher truft repofed 
“ in them, than any where elfe ; and they are tlie 
“ proper judges of the danger thereof. 

“ Tliis towm and magazine being entrufted to Sir 
“ John Plotham, with exprefs order not to deliver them 
“ up, but by the King’s authority, lignified by both 
“ Houfes of Parliament ; his Majefty, contrary to the 
“ advice and diredlions of both Houfes of Parliament, 

“ without the authority of any court, or any legal 
“ way, wherein the law appoints the King to fpeak 
“ and command, accompanied with the fame evil 
“ council about him that he had before, by a verbal 
“ command requires Sir John Hotham to admit him 
“ into the town, that he might difpofe of it, and of 
“ the magazine there, according to his own, or rather 

“ according 
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“ according to the pleafure of thofe evil counfellors, 
“ who are ftill in fo much credit about him ; in like 
“ manner as the Lord Digby had continuaTitJruurfe 
“ unto, and countenance from, the Queen’s Majefty in 
“ Holland by which means he had opportunity fltll 
“ to communicate his traitorous conceptions and fug- 
geftions to both their Majefties ; fuch as thofe were 
concerning his Majefty’s retiring to a place of 
ftrength, and declaring himfelf, and his own advanc- 
“ ing his Majefty’s fervice in fuch a way beyond the 
• ** feas, and after that reforting to his Majefty in fuch 
a place of ftrength ; and divers other things of that 
nature, contained in his letter to the Queen’s Ma- 
jefty, and to Sir Lewis Dives ; a perfon that had 
not the leaft part in this late buftnefs of Hull, and 
“ was prefently difpatclted away into Holland, foon 
" after his Majefty’s return from Hull ; for what pur- 
pofe, they left the world to judge. 

“ Upon the refufal of Sir John Hotham fo admit his 
Majefty into Hull, prefently, without any due procefs 
“ of law, before his Majefty had fent up the narration 
“ of his fadf to the Parliament, he was proclaimed trai- 
“ tor ; and yet it was faid, that therein was no violation 
“ of the fubje<5l’s rights, nor any breach of the law, nor 
“ of the privilege of Parliament, though Sir John Ho- 
tham be a member of the Houfc of Commons ; and 
“ that his Majefty muft have better reafon, than bare 
“ votes, to believe the contrary ; although the votes' 
“ of the Lords and Commons in Parliament, being 
“ the great council of the kingdom, are the reafon 
“ of the King, and of the kingdom : yet thefe votes, 
“ they faid, did not want clear and apparent reafon 
“ for them; for if the folemn proclaiming him a traitor 
“ ftgnify any thing, it puts a man, and all thofe that 

“ any 
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any way aid, aflift, or adhere unto him, in the fame 
*“tCMditioj^ of traitors ; and draws upon him all the 
“ con”kquences of treafon ; and if that might be done 
“ by law, without due procefs of law, the fubjedl hath 
a very poor defence of the law, and a very fmall, 
“ if any, proportion of liberty thereby. And it is as 
little fatisfadtion to a man, that fliall be expofed to 
“ fuch penalties, by that declaration of him to be 
“ traitor, to fay, he fhall have a legal trial afterwards, 
as it is to condemn a man firft, and try him after- 
“ wards. And if there could be a necellity for any 
“ fuch proclaiming a man a traitor, without due pro- 
cefs of law, yet there was none in this cafe ; for 
“ his Majeffcy might as well have expefted the judg- 
“ ment of Parliament, (which was the right way), as 
“ he liad leifiire to fend to them to demand juftice 
againft Sir Joiin Ilotham. And the breach of pri- 
“ vilege of Parliament was as clear in this cafe, as 
“ the fubverliqn of the fubjedl’s common right : for, 
“ though the privileges of Parliament do not extend 
“ to thofc cafes, mentioned in the declaration, of trea- 
“ fon, felony, and breach of peace, fo as to exempt 
“ tlie members of Parliament from punifhment, nor 
“ frofn all manner of procefs and trial, as it doth in 
“ other cafes ; yet it doth privilege them in the way 
“ and method of their trial and punifliment ; and that 
“ the Parliament fhould have the caufe firfi: brought 
“ before them, that they may judge of the faft, and of 
“ the grounds of the accufation, and how far forth the 
“ manner of their trial may concern, or not concern, 
“ the privilege of Parliament. Otherwife it would be 
“ in the power, not only of his Majefty, but of every 
private man, under pretenfions of treafons, or thofe 
“ other crimes, to take any man from his fervice in 

“ Parliament^ 
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“ Parliament ; and fo as many one after another as he 
pleafeth ; and, confequently, to make a ParliamqDl 
“ what he will, when he will ; which would be a 
“ breach of fo effential a privilege of Parliament, as 
that the very being thereof depends upon it. And 
“ therefore they no ways doubted but every one, that 
“ had taken the protellation, would, according to his 
" folemn vow and oath, defend it with his life and 
“ fortune. Neither did the fitting of a Parliament 
fufpend all, or any law, in maintaining that law, 
“ which upholds the privilege of Parliament ; which 
“ upholds the Parliament ; which upholds the king- 
“ dom. And they were fo far from believing, that 
“ his Majefty was the only perfon againft whom trea- 
“ fon could not be committed, that, in fome fenfe, 
“ they acknowledged he was the only perfon againft 
“ whom it could be committed ; tliat is, as he is 
“ King: and that treafon, which is againft the king- 
“ dom, is more againft the King, than that which is 
“ againft his perfon ; becaufe he is King : fur that 
“ very treafon is not treafon, as it is againft him as a 
“ man, but as a man that is a King ; and as he hath 
“ relation to the kingdom, and ftands as a perfon en- 
“ trufted with the kingdom, and difeharging thattruft. 

‘‘ Now, they faid, the cafe was truly ftated, and all 
“ the world might judge where tlie fault was ; al- 
“ though they muft avow, that there could be no 
“ competent judge of this, or any the like cafe, but a 
Parliament. And they were as confident, that his 
“ Majefty fhould never have caufe to refort to any 
other court, or courfe, for the vindication of his 
juft privileges, and for the recovery and mainte- 
nance of his known and undoubted rights, if there 
fhould be any invafion, or violation thereof, than to 

“ his 
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“ his high court of Parliament : and, in cafe thofe 
Avipkfd ^ounfellors about him Ihould drive him into 
any other courfe from, and againft his Pa.rliamenf, 
‘‘ whatever his Majefty’s expreffions and intentions 
“ were, they fhould appeal to all men’s confciences ; and 
“ defire, that they would lay their hands upon their 
“ hearts, and think with themfelves, whether fuch 
“ pcrfons, as had of late, and ftill did refort unto his 
“ Majefty, and had his ear, and favour moll, either 
“ had been or were more zealous aflertors of the true 
“ Protellant profcffion, (although they believed they 
“ were more earnefl: in the Protellant profcffion, than 
in the Protellant religion), or the law of the land, 
“ the liberty of the fubjeft, and the privileges of the 
“ Parliament, than the members of both Houles of 
“ Parliament ; who w^ere infinuated to be the defert- 
ers, if not the deftroyers of them : and whether, if 
“ they could mailer this Parliament by force, they 
“ would not hold up the fame power to deprive us of 
“ all Parliaments ; which arc the ground and pillar of 
the fubjeil’s liberty, and that wdiich only maketh 
England a free monarchy. 

“ For the order of afiiftance to the committee of 
“ both Houfes, as they had no dire6lions or inllruc- 
“ tions, but what had the laws for their limits, and the 
“ fafety of the land for their ends, fo they doubted 
not but all perfons mentioned in that order, and all 
“ his Majelly’s good fubjedls, would jdeld obedience 
“ to his Majelly’s authority, lignified therein by both 
“ Houfes of Parliament. And that all men might 
“ the better know their duty in matters of that nature, 
“ and upon how fure a ground they go, that follow 
“ the judgment of Parliament for their guide, they 
“ wifhed them judicioufly to confider the true mean- 
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ing and ground of that ftatutc made in the eleventh 
year of King Hen. VII. ch. i. which vva^ prjntednL 
“ large in the end of his Majefty’s mefl'age of the 
fourth of May : that ftatute provides, that none 
“ who fhall attend upon the King, and do him true 
fervice, fhould be attainted, or forfeit any thing. 
What was the fcope of that ftatutc ? To provide 
“ that men fhould not fuffer as traitors, for ferving 
“ the King in his wars according to the duty of their 
allegiance ? If this had been all, it had been a very 
“ needlefs and ridiculous ftatute. Was it then in- 
“ tended, (as they feemed to take the meaning of it 
“ to be, that caufed it to be printed after his Majefty’s 
“ meflage), that they fhould be free from all crime 
“ and penalty, that fhould follow the King, and fervo 
“ him in war in any cafe whatfoever ; whether it were 
“ for or againft the kingdom, and the laws thereof ? 

That could not be ; for that could not ftand with 
“ the duty of their allegiance ; which, in the begin- 
“ ning of the ftatute, was expreffed to be to ferve the 
King for the time being in his tvars, for the defence 
“ of him, and the land ; and therefore if it be againft 
“ the land, (as it cannot be underftood to be other- 
“ wife, if it be againft the Parliament, the reprefenta- 
“ tive body of the kingdom), it is a declining front 
“ the duty of allegiance ; which this ftatute fuppofeth 
“ may be done, though men fhould follow the King’s 
“ perfon in the war: otherwife there had been no 
“ need of fuch a provifo in the end of the ftatute, 
that none fhould take the benefit thereby, that 
fliould decline from their allegiance. That there- 
fore which is the principal verb in this ftatute is, 
“ the ferving of the King for the time being ; which 
could not be meant of Perkin Warbeck, or any 
* “ that 
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that fhould call himfelf King ; but fuch a one, as, 
whatever his title might prove, either in himfelf, or 
“ in his anceRors, fliould be received and acknow- 
“ ledged for fuch by the kingdom ; the confent 
“ whereof cannot be difeerned but by Parliament ; 
“ the aA whereof is the a6l of the whole kingdom, 
“ by the perfonal fuffrage of the Peers, and the dele- 
“ gate confent of all the Commons of England. 

“ And Henry VII. a wife King, confidcring that 
what was the cafe of Rich. III. his predeceffor, 
“ miglit, by chance of battle, be his own ; and that 
“ he might at once, by fuch a Ratute as this, fatisfy 
“ fuch, as had ferved his predecelTor in his wars, and 
“ alfo fecure thofe, which fhould ferve him, who 
“ might otherwife fear to ferve him in the wars ; leR, 
“ by chance of battle, that might happen to Iiim alfo, 
“ (if a Duke of York had fet up a title againll him), 
“ which had happened to his predeceflbr, he procured 
this ftatute to be made ; that no man fhould be ac- 
“ counted a traitor for ferving the King, in iiis wars, 
“ for the time being, that is, which was for the pre- 
“ font allowed and received by the Parliament in 
“ behalf of the kingdom ; and, as it is truly fuggefted 
“ in the preamble of the ftatute, it is not agreeable to 
“ reafon or confciencc, that it fliould be otherwife; 
“ feeing men fliould be put upon an impoUibility of 
“ knowing their duty, if the judgment of the higheft 
“ court fhould not be a rule, and guide to them. 

!And if the judgment thereof fhould be followed, 
“ wdiere the queftion is, who is King ? much more, 
“ what is the beft fervice of the King and kingdom ? 
“ And therefore thofe, who fhould guide themfelves 
“ by the judgnvent of Parliament, ought, whatever 
“ happen, to be fecure and free from all account 

“ and 
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“ and penalties, upon the grounds and equity of this 

very ftatute. 

“ They faid, they would conclude, that although 
“ thofe wicked counfellors about his Majefty hjid pre- 
“ fumed, under his Majefty’s name, to put that dif- 
“ honour and affront upon both Houfes of Parlia- 
“ ment ; and to make them the countenancers of trea- 
“ fon, enough to have diffolved all the bands and fi- 
“ news of confidence between his Majefty and his 
“ Parliament, (of whom the maxim of the law is, that 
“ a difttonourable thing ought not to be imagined of 
“ them), yet they doubted not, but it Ihould, in the 
“ end, appear to all the world, that their endeavours 
“ had been moft hearty and ftneere, for the mainte- 
“ nance of the true Proteftant religion ; the King’s 
“ juft prerogative ; the laws and liberties of the land ; 
“ and the privileges of Parliament : in which endea^ 
“ vours, by the grace of God, they would ftill perfift, 
“ though they fhould perifh in the work ; which if 
“ it fhould be, it was much to be feared, that reli- 

gion, laws, liberties, and parliaments, would not be 
“ long lived after them.” 

This declaration wrought more upon the minds of 
men, than all that they had done ; for the bufinefs at 
Hull was, by very many, thought to be done before 
projedled ; and the argurrtent of the militia to be en- 
tered upon at firft'in paffion, and afterwards purfoed 
with that vehemence, infenfibly, by being engaged ; 
and that both extravagances had fo much weighed 
down the King’s trefj:>afres, in coming to the Houfe 
and accufing the members, that a reafonable agree- 
ment would have been the fooner confented to on all 
hands. But when, by this declaration, they faw 
foundations laid, upon which not only what had 

been 
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been already done, would be well juftified, but what- 
foever they fhould, hereafter, find convenient to fe- 
cond what was already done ; and that not only the 
King, but the regal power was either fupprcfied, or 
depofited in other hands ; the irregularity and mon- 
firoufnefs of which principles found little oppofition 
or refifirance, even for the irregularity and monfirouf- 
nefs : very many thought it as itnfafe to be prelcnt at 
tliofe confultations, as to confent to tlic conclufions ; 
and fo great numbers of the members of both Iloufes 
abfented themfelves ; and many, efpecially of the 
Houfe of Peers, relortcd to his Majefty at York. So 
that, in the debates of the highefi confequcnce, there 
was not ufually prefent, in the Houfe of Commons, 
the fifth, part of their juft numbers ; and, very often, 
not above a dozen or thirteen in the Houfe of Peers. 

In the mean time the King had a full court, and re- 
ceived all comers .with great clemency and grace ; 
calling always all the Peers to council, and communi- 
cating with them all fuch declarations, as he thought 
fit to publifii in anfwer to ihofc of the Parliament; 
and all melfap-es, and whatever elle was necefiarv to 
be done for the improvement of his condition : and, 
having now the Great Seal with him, iflited fuch pro- 
clamations, as were feafonable for the prelcrvaiii n of 
the peace of the kingdom. Firif he puldifliccl a de- 
claration in anfwer to that of the nineteenth of May, 
ift which his Majefty faid : 

“ That if he could be weary of taking any pains foriiis Majcf. 

. ty’s anfwer 

the fatisfaftion of his people, and to undeceive to the do- 
“ them of thofe fpecidus, mifehievous tnfufions,,^"',',™ ° 
“ which were daily inftilled into them, to fhake and 
“ corrupt their loyalty and afFedfion to his Majefty 
“ and his government, after fo full and ample declara- 
voL. 1. ¥. 2 . 30 “ tion 
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“ tion of hlmfclf and intentions, and fo fair and fatif- 
factory anfvvers to all fuch matters as had been ob- 
“ jedted to him, by a major part prefent of both 
Iloufes of Parliament, he might well give over that 
“ labour of his pen ; and fit ftill, till it Ihould pleafe 
“ God to enlighten the affedlions and underftandings 
“ of his good fubjedls on his behalf, (which he doubt- 
ed not, but that, in his good time, he would do), 
“ that they might fee his fufFerings were their fufFer- 
“ ings : but fince, inftead of applying themfelves to 
the method, propofed by his Majefty, of making 
“ fuch folid particular propofitions, as might eftablifh 
“ a good underftanding between them, or of follow- 
“ ing the advice of his Council of Scotland, (with 
“ whom they communicated their affairs), in forbear- 
“ ing all means that might make the breach wider, 
and the wound deeper ; they had chofen to purfue 
“ his Majefty with new reproaches, or rather to con- 
“ tinue and improve the old, by adding, and varying 
little circumftances and language, in matters for- 
'' merly urged by them, and fully anfwered by his Ma- 
“ jefty, he had prevailed with himfelf, upon very ma- 
“ ture and particular confideration of it, to anfwer the 
“ late printed book, entitled a Declaration or Remon- 
“ ftrance of the Lords and Commons, which was or- 
“ dered, the nineteenth of May laft, to be printed and 
“ publifhed ; hoping then, that they would put his 
Majefty to no more of that trouble, but that that 
“ Ihould have been the laft of fuch a nature they 
“ would have communicated to his people ; and that 
“ they vfould not, as they had done fince, have 
‘‘ thought fit to aflault him with a newer declaration, 
indeed of a very new nature and learning ; which 
fhould have another anfwer ; and he doubted not, 

‘‘ but 
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“ but that his good fubjedts would, in -fliort time, be 
“ fo well inftrudled in the difFerentes, and miftakings 
“ between them, that they would plainly difeern, 
without refigning their reafon and underftanding to 
“ his prerogative, or the infallibility of a now major 
“ part of both Houfes of Parliament, (infedled by a 
*' few malignant fpirits), where the fault was. 

“ His Majefty faid, though he /hould, with all hu- 
“ mility and alacrity, be always forward to acknow- 
“ ledge the infinite mercy and providence of Al- 
“ mighty God, vouchfafed, fo many feveral ways, to 
" himfelf and this nation ; yet, fince God himfelf 
“ doth not allow, that we fhould fancy, and create 
“ dangers to ourfelves, that we might manifeft and 
“ publifh his mercy in our deliverance ; he muft pro- 
fefs, that he did not know thofe deliverances, men- 
“ tioned in the beginning of that declaration, from fo 
many wicked plots and defigns, fince the beginning 
“ of this Parliament, which, if they had taken efFedt, 
“ would have brought ruin and deftrudtion upon this 
“ kingdom. His Majefty well knew the great labour 
‘‘ and Ikill, which had been ufed to amufe and affright 
“ his good fubjedls with fears and apprehenfions of 
“ plots and confpiracies ; the feveral pamphlets pub- 
“ liftied, and letter's fcattered up and down, full of 
“ fuch ridiculous, contemptible animadverfions to that 
“ purpofe, as (though they found, for what end God 
“ knows, very unufual countenance) no fober man 
“ would be moved with them. But, he muft confefs, 
“ he had never been able to inform himfelf of any 
“ fuch pernicious^ formed defign againft the peace 
“ of the kingdom, fince the beginning of this Parlia- 
“ ment, as was mentioned in that declaration, or 
** which might be any warrant to thofe great fears, 

2 o 2 “ both 
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both Houfcs of Parliament feemed to be tranfported 
with ; but he had great rcafon to believe, that more 
“ mifehief and danger had been raifed and begotten, 
“ to the difturbance of the kingdom, than cured and 
“ prevented, by thofe fears and jealoulics. And there- 
“ fore, however tlic rumour and difeourfe of plots 
“ and confpiracies might have been neceffary to the 
“ defigns of particular men, they fhould.do well not 
“ to pay any falfe devotions to Almighty God, who 
“ difeerns whether our dangers are real or pretended. 

“ For the bringing up of the army to London, as 
“ his Majefty had heretofore, by no other diredlion 
“ than the teftimony of a good confcience, called 
God to witnefs, that he never had, or knew of, any 
“ fuch refolution ; fo he faid, upon the view of the 
“ depofitions now publilhcd with that declaration, it 
“ was not evident to his Majcftj% that there was ever 
“ fuch a defign ; unlefs every loofe difeourfe, or ar- 
“ gument, be evidence enough of a delign : and it was 
“ apparent, that what had been faid of it, was near 
“ three months before the difeovery to both Houfes 
“ of Parliament ; fo that if there were any danger 
“ threatened that way, it vanifhed without any refift- 
“ ance, or prevention, by the wifdom, power, or au- 
“ thority of them. 

“ It feemed the intention of that declaration, what- 
“ foever other end it had, was to anfwer a declaration 
“ they had received from his Majefty, in anfwer to 
“ that which was prefented to his Majefty at New- 
“ market, the ninth of March laft ; and likewife his 
“ anfwer to the petition of both Houfes, prefented to 
“ him at York, the twenty-fixth of March : but, be- 
“ fore it fell upon any particular of his Majefty’s de- 
claration or anfwer, it complained that the heads of 

« the 
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“ the malignant party had, with much art and indiif- 
“ try, advifed him to fuffer divers unjuft fcandals and 
“ imputations upon the Parliament, to be publiftied 
“ in his name, whereby they might make it odious to 
“ the people, and, by their help, deftroy it : but not 
“ inftancing in any one fcandal, or imputation, fo 
“ publilhed by his Majefty, he was, he faid, ftill to 
“ fcek for the heads of that malignant party. But his 
“ good fubjedls would eafily underftand, that if he 
“ were guilty of that afperfton, he muft not only be 
“ atSHve in railing the fcandal, but pallive in the mif- 
“ chief begotten by that fcandal, his Majefty being 
“ an efl'ential part of tlie Parliament ; and he hoped 
“ the juft defence of himfclf and his authority, and 
“ the necefl'ary vindication of his innocence and juf- 
tice, from the imputations laid on him, by a major 
“ part then prefent of cither or both lloul’cs, fliould 
“ no more be called a fcandal upon the Parliament, 
“ than the opinion of fuch a part be reputed an aft 
“ of Parliament,: and he hoped his good fubjefts 
“ would not be long mifted, by that common expref- 
“ fion in all the declarations, wherein they ufiirp the 
“ word Parliament, and apply it to countenance any 
“ refolution or vote fomc few had a mind to make, 
“ by calling it the refolution of Parliament ; which 
“ could never be without his Majefty ’s conlent ; nei- 
“ ther could the vote of either or both Houfes make 
a greater alteration in the laws of the kingdom, (fo 
“ folemnly made by the advice of their predeceftbrs, 
“ with the concurrence of his Majefty and his an- 
“ ceftors), either by commanding, or inhibiting any 
“ thing, (befides the known rule of the law), than his 
ftnj^lfc direftion or mandate could do, to which, he 
“ did not Scribe that authority. 

303 
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“ But that declaration informed the people, that 
“ the malignant party had drawn his Majelly into the 
“ northern parts, far from his Parliament. It might, 
“ his Majefty faid, more truly and properly have 
“ faid, that it had driven, than drawn him thither ; 
“ for, he confefled, his journey thither (for which he 
“ had no other reafon to be forty, than with reference 
“ to the caufe of it) was only forced upon him, by 
the true malignant party ; which contrived and 
“ countenanced thofe barbarous tumults, and other 
feditioiis circumftances, of which he had fo often 
“ complained, and hereafter fhould fay more ; and 
w'hich indeed threatened fo much danger to his per- 
“ fon, and laid fo much fcandal upon the privilege 
“ and dignity of Parliament, that he wondered it 
“ could be mentioned without blufhes or indignation ’: 
“ but of tliat anon : but why the malignant party 
“ fhould be charged with the caufing a prefs to be 
“ tranfported to York, his Majefly faid, he could not 
“ imagine ; neither had any papers or writings iffued 
“ from thence, to his knowledge, but what had been 
“ extorted from him by fuch provocations, as had not 
“ been before offered to a King. And, no doubt, it 
“ would appear a moft trivial and fond exception, 
“ when all preffes were open to vent whatfoever they 
“ thought fit to fay to the people, (a thing unwar- 
“ ranted by former cuftom), that his Majefty fhould 
“ not make ufe of all lawful means, to publifh his 
“ juft and neceffary anfwers thereunto. As for the au- 
“ thority of the Great Seal, (though he did not know 
“ that it had been neceffary to things of that nature), 
“ the fame fliould be more frequently ufed hereafter, 
“ as occafion fhould require ; to which he no 

‘‘ doubt, hut the greater and better part ©! his l^rivy 

“ Council 
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“ Council would concur ; and whofe advice he was 
“ refolved to follow, as far as it fhould be agreeable 
“ to the good and welfare of the kingdom. 

•“ Before that declaration vouchfafed to infift upon 
“ any particulars, it was pleafed to cenfure both his 
“ Majcfty’s declaration and anfwer to be filled with 
“ harfh cenfures, and caufelefs charges upon the Par- 
“ liament, (ftill mifapplying the word Parliament to 
“ the vote of both Houfes), concerning which they 
“ refolve to give fatisfa<ftion to the kingdom, fince 
“ they found it very difficult to fatisfy his Majeffy. 
“ If, as in the ufage of the word Parliament, they had 
“ left his Majefty out of their thoughts ; fo by tlie 
“ word Kingdom, they intended to exclude all his 
“ people who were not within their walls, (for that 
“ was grown another phrafe of the time, the vote of 
“ the major part of both Houfes, and fometimes of 
one, was now called the refolution of the whole 
“ kingdom), his Majefty believed, it might not be 
“ hard to give fatisfa(ft:ion to themfelvcs ; otherwife 
“ he was confident, (and, he faid, his confidence pro- 
“ cceded from the uprightnefs of his own confcience), 
“ they would never be able fo to fever the aftciftions 
“ of his Majefty and his kingdom, that what could 
“ not be fatisfaeftion to the one, fhould be to the 
“ other : neither would the ftyle of humble, and 
“ faithful, and telling his Majefty, that they will 
“ make him a great and glorious King, in their peti- 
“ tions and remonftrances, fo deceive his good fub- 
“je<fts, that they would pafs over the reproaches, 

“ threats, and menaces they were fluffed with ; which 
“ furely could not be more gently reprehended by Jiis 
“ Majefty, than by faying, their expreffions were dif- 
“ ferent from the ufual language to Princes ; which 
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that declaration told him, he had no occafion to 
“ fay : but he believed, whofoever looked over that 
“ declaration, prefented to him at Newmarket, to 
“ which his was an anfwer, would find the language 
“ throughout it to be fo unufual, that, before this 
“ Parliament, it could never be paralleled ; whilft, 
“ under pretence of juftifying their fears, they gave 
“ fo much countenance to the difeourfe of the rebels 
“ of Ireland, as if they had a mind his good fubjefts 
“ fhould give credit to it : otherwife, being warranted 
“ by the fame evidence, which they have fincc jnib- 
“ lilhed, they would have as well declared, that thole 
“ rebels publicly threaten the rooting out the name of 
the Englilh, and that they will have a King of their 
“ own, and no longer be governed by his Majeffy, as 
that they lay, that they do nothing, but by his Ma- 
“ jelly's autliority ; and that they call themfelves the 
“ Queen’s army. And therefore he had great reafon 
“ to complain of the ab fence of jufticc and integrity 
in that declaration ; befidcs the unfitnefs of other 
“ expreffions. 

“ Neither did his Majelly miftake the fubftance, or 
“ logic of their mcflage to liim, at Theobalds, con- 
“ cerning the militia ; which was no other, and was 
“ flated to be no other, even by that declaration that 
‘‘ reproved him, tlian a plain threat, that if his Ma- 
“ jelly refufed to join with them, they would make a 
“ law without him ; nor had the pradlice lince that 
“ time been other ; which would never be juftilied to 
“ the moll ordinary if not partial underftandings, by 
“ the mere averring it to be according to the funda- 
mental laws of this kingdom, without giving any 
‘‘ directions, that the moll cunning and learned men 
“ in the laws might be able to find thofe foundations. 

“ And 
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“ And he would appeal unto all the world, whether 
“ they might not, with as much juftice, and by as 

much law, have feized upon the eftate of every 
“ member of both Houfes, who diffented from that 
“ pretended ordinance, (which much the major part of 
“ the Houfe of Peers did, two or three feveral times), 
“ as they had invaded that power of his over the mili- 
“ tia, becaufe he, upon reafons they had not fo much 
“ as pretended to anfwer, refufed to confent to that 
“ propofition. 

“ And if no better effedfs, than lofs of time, and 
“ hindrance of the public alFairs, had been found by 
“ his anfwers and replies, all good men might judge 
“ by whole default, and whofe want of duty, fuch 
“ elFedfs had been ; for as his end, indeed his only 
“ end, in thofc anfwers and replies, had been the fet- 
“ tlement and compofure of public affairs ; fo, he was 
“ affured, and niofi: men did believe, that if that due 
“ regard and reverence had been given to his words, 
“ and that confent and obedience to his counlels, 
“ which he cxpedled, there had been, before that time, 
“ a cheerful calm upon tlie face of the whole king- 
“ dom ; every man enjoying his own, with all poffible 
“ peace and fecurity that can be imagined ; which 
“ furely thofe men did not defire, who (after all thofe 
“ adls of juftice and favour paffed by him this Par- 
“ liament ; all thofe fufferings and affronts endured 
“ and undergone by him) thought fit ftill to reproach 
“ him with fhip-money, coat and condudl-money, 
“ and other things fo abundantly declared, as that dc- 
“ claration itfelf confelfed, in the general remon- 
“ ftrance of the ftate of the kingdom, publifhed in 
“ November laft ; which his Majefty wondered to 
“ find now avowed to be the remonftrance of both 

“ Houfes ; 
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" Houfes ; and which, he was fure, was prefented to 
“ him only by the Houfe of Commons ; and did 
“ never, and, he was confident, in that time could 
“ never have pafled the Houfe of Peers ; the con- 
“ currence and authority of which was not then 
“ thought necelfary. Should his Majefty believe 
“ thofe reproaches to be the voice of the kingdom 
“ of England, that all his loving fubjedts eafed, rc- 
“ frefhed, ftrengthened, and abundantly fatisfied with 
“ his adls of grace and favour towards them, were 
“ willing to be involved in thofe unthankful expref- 
“ fions ? He would appeal to the thanks and ac- 
“ knowledgments publifhed in the petitions of moft 
“ of the counties of England ; to the teftimony and 
“ thanks he had received from both Houfes of Parlia- 
ment ; how feafonable, how agreeable that ufage 
was to his Majcfty’s merit, or their former expref- 
“ fions. 

“ His Majefty faid, he had not at all fwerved or 
“ departed from his refolutions, or words, in tlie be- 
“ ginning of this Parliament : he had faid, he was 
“ refolvcd to put himfelf freely and clearly upon the 
“ love and affedtion of his Englifh fubjedls ; and he 
faid fo ftill, as far as concerns England. And he 
“ called Almighty God to witnefs, all his complaints 
and jcaloufies, which had never been caufelefs, nor 
“ of his Houfes of Parliament, (but of fome few fchif- 
“ matical, fadtious, and ambitious fpirits ; and upon 
“ grounds, he feared, a ftiort time would juftify to 
“ the world), his denial of the militia, his abfenting 
“ himfelf from London, had been the effedts of an 
“ upright and faithful afFedlion to his Englifh fub- 
“ jedls ; that he might be able, through all the in- 
“ conveniences he might be compelled -to wreftle 
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with, at laft to preferve and rcftore their religion, 
“ laws, and liberties unto them. 

“ Since the proceeding againft the Lord Kimbol- 
ton, and the five members, was ftlll looked upon, 
“ and fo often preffed, as fo great an advantage againft 
“ his Majefty, that no retradlion made by him, nor no 
“ adlion, fince that time committed againft him, and 
“ the law of the land, under the pretence of vindica- 
“ tion of privilege, could fatisfy the contrivers of that 
declaration, but that they would have his good 
fubjedls believ'e, the accufation of thofe fix mem- 
“ bers muft be a plot for the breaking the neck of 
“ the Parliament, (a ftrange arrogance, if any of thole 
“ members had the penning of that declaration), and 
“ that it was fo often urged againft him, as if by that 
“ fingle, cafual miftake of his, in form only, he had 
“ forfeited all duty, credit, and allegiance from his 
“ people, he faid, he would, without endeavouring to 
“ excufe that, which in truth was an error, (his going 
“ to the Houfe of Commons), give his people a full 
“ and clear narration of the matter of fadf ; alTuring 
“ himfelf, that his good fubjefts would not find 
his carriage in that bufinefs, fuch as had been re- 
ported. 

“ His Majefty faid, that when he refolvcd, upon 
“ fuch gromnds, as, when they fhould be publifhed, 
“ would fatisfy the world, that it was fit for his own 
“ lafety and honour, and the peace of the kingdom, 
to proceed againft thofe perfons ; thodgh, he well 
“ knew, there was no degree of privilege in that cafe ; 
“ yet, to Ihew his defire of correfpondence with the 
two Houfes of Parliament, he chofe rather tlian to 
“ apprehend their perfons by the ordinary minifters of 
“ juftice, (which, according to the cjpinion and prac- 

“ tice 
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tice of former times, he might have done), to com- 
“ mand his Attorney General, to acquaint his Iloufe 
“ of Peers with his intention, and the general matters 
“ of his charge, (which was yet more particular, than 
“ a mere accufation), and to proceed accordingly ; 
“ and at the fame time fent a fworn fervant, a Ser- 
“ jeant at Arms, to the Houfe of Commons, to ac- 
“ quaint them, that his Majefty did accufc, and in- 
“ tended to profecute, the five members of that Houfe 
“ for high treafon ; and did require, that their per- 
“ fons might be fecured in cuftody. This he did, not 
“ only to Ihcw that he intended not to violate or in- 
“ vade their privileges, but to ufe more ceremony to- 
“ wards them, than he then conceived in jufl-ice might 
“ be required of him ; and expedled at Icaft fuch an 
“ anfwer, as might inform him, if he were out of the 
‘‘ way ; but he received none at all ; only, in the in- 
“ ftant, without ofiering any thing of their privileges 
“to his confideration, an order was. made, and the 
“ fame night publifhed in print, that if any perfon 
“ whatfoever fhould offer to afreft the perfon of any 
“ member of that Houfe, without firft acquainting 
“ that Houfe therewith, and receiving further order 
“ from that Houfe, that it fhoii® life lawful for fuch 
“ member, or any perfon, to refift them, and to ftand 
“ upon his or their guard of defence ; and to make 
“ refiftance, according to the proteftation taken to 
“ defend4t|ie privilege of Parliament ; and this was 
“ the firft ’time that he heard the proteftation might 
“ be wrefted to fuch a fenfe, or that in any cafe, 
“ though of the moft undoubted and unqueftionable 
“ privilege, it might be lawful for any perfon to refill, 
“ and ufe violence agaihft a public miniller of juftice, 
armed with lawful authority ; though his Majefty 

“ well 
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well knew, that even fiicli a mlniftcr might be 
puniflied for executing fuch authority. 

Upon viewing that order, his Majcfty confeffed, 
he was fomewhat amazed, having never lecn or 
“ heard of the like ; though he had known members 
of either Iloufe committed, without fo much for- 
mality as he had ufed, and upon crimes of a far in- 
ferior nature to thole he had fuggefted ; and having 
no courfe propofed him for his proceeding, he was, 
upon the matter, only told, that againft thofe per- 
fons he was not to proceed at all ; that they were 
above his rcacli, or the reach of the law. It was 
not eafy for him to refolve what to do : if he em- 
ployed his minillers of juftice in the ufual way for 
their apprehcnfion, who without doubt would not 
have refufed to have executed his lawful com- 
mands, he faw what oppolition, and rcrihance, was 
like to be made ; which, very probably, might 
have coft fome blood : if he fate hill, and delifted 
upon that terror, he Ihould, at the beft, have con- 
felled his own want of power, and the wcaknels of 
the law. In that ftrait, lie put on a fudden refolu- 
tion, to try whether his own prcfcncc, and a clear dil- 
covery of his intention, which hap])ily might not 
have been fo well underhood, could remove tliofe 
“ doubts, and prevent thofe inconveniences, wiiicli 
feemed to have been tlircatened ; and tlicreupon lie 
refolved to go, in his own perlbn, to the Houfc of 
Commons ; which he difeovered not, till the very 
minute of his going ; when he fent out orders, that 
his fervants, and fuch gentlemen as were then in his 
court, fhould attend him to Weftminfter ; but giv- 
ing them exprefs command, as he had exprehed in 
his anfwcr to the ordinance, that no accidents, or 
“ provocation, fhould draw them to any luch adlion, 

as 
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“ as might imply a purpofe of force in his Majefty ; 

and himfclf, requiring thofc of his train not to 
“ come within the door, went into the Houfe of 
“ Commons ; the bare doing of which, he did not 
“ then conceive, would have been thought more a 
breach of privilege, than if he had gone to the 
“ Houfe of Peers, and fent for them to come to him ; 
“ which was the ufual cuftom. 

“ He ufed the beft expreflions he could, to alTure 
them how far he was from any intention of violating 
“ their privileges ; that he intended to proceed Ic- 
“ gaily, and fpcedily againft the perfons he had ac- 
“ cufed ; and defired therefore, if they were in the 
Houfe, that they might be delivered to him ; or if 
“ abfent, that fiich courfc might be taken for their 
“ forth coming, as might fatisfy his juft demands ; 
“ and fo he departed, having no otlier purpofe of 
force, if they had been in the Houfe, than he had 
“ before protefted, before God, in his anfwer to tlie 
“ ordinance. They had an account now of his part 
“ of that ftory fully ; his people might judge freely 
“ of it. What followed on their part, (though that 
“ declaration faid, it could not withdraw any part of 
“ their reverence and obedience from his Majelty ; 

it might be any part of theirs it did not), he 
“ fhould have too much caufe hereafter to inform 
the world. 

“ His Majefty faid, there would be no end of this 
“ difcGurfe, and of upbraiding him with evil counfel- 
lots, if, upon his conftant denial of knowing any, 
“ they would not vouchfafe to inform him of them ; 
“ and after eight months amufing the kingdomwith the 
“ expedfation of the difeovery of a malignant party, and 
“ of evil counfellors, they would not at laft name any, 
“ nor.defcribe them. Let the adlions or lives of men be 

“ examined. 
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“ examined, who had contrived, counfelled, actually 
“ confented to grieve and burthen his people ; and if 
“ fuch were now about his Majefty, or any againft 
“ whom any notorious, malicious crime could be 
“ proved, if lie Iheltered and protedled any fuch, let 
his injuftice be publifhed to the world : but till 
“ that were done, particularly, and manifeftly, (for he 
“ Ihould never conclude any man upon a bare, gene- 
“ ral vote of the major part of either, or both Houfes, 
“ till it wrere evident, that that major part was with- 
“ out pallion or afFedlion), he muft look upon the 
“ charge that declaration put upon him, of cherilh- 
ing and countenancing a difeontented party of the 
“ kingdom againft them, as a heavier and unjufter 
“ tax upon his juftice and honour, than any he had, 
“ or could lay, upon the framers of that declaration. 
“ And now, to countenance thofe unhandfome ex- 
“ preflions, whereby they ufually Jiad implied his 
“ Majefty’s connivance at, or want of zeal againft, the 
“ rebellion of Ireland, (fo odious to all good men), 
they had found a new way of exprobration : that the 
“ proclamation againft thofe bloody traitors came not 
“ out, till the beginning of January, though that re- 
“ bellion broke out in Otftober, and then, by fpecial 
“ command from his Majefty, but forty copies w'cre 
“ appointed to be printed. His Majefty faid, it was 
“ well know'n where he was at that time, when that re- 
“ bellion broke forth ; in Scotland : that he imme- 
“ diately, from thence, recommended the care of that 
“ bulinefs to both Houfes of Parliament here, after he 
“ had provided for all fitting fupplies from his king- 
“ dom of Scotland : that, after his return hitherf he 
“ obferved all thofe forms for that fervice, which he 
was advifed to by his Council of Ireland, or both 

“ Houfes 
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“ lloufes of Parliament here ; and if no proclamation 
“ ifliied out fooner, (of which, for the prefcnt, he was 
“ not certain ; but thought that others, by his direc- 
“ tions, were iffued before that time), it was, becaufc 
“ the Lords Juftices of the kingdom delircd them no 
“ fooner ; and when they did, the number they de- 
“ fired was but twenty ; which they advifed miglit be 
“ ligned by his Majefty ; which he, for expedition 
“ of the fervice, commanded to be printed ; a cir- 
“ cumftance not required by them ; thereupon he 
“ ligned more of them, than his Juftices deflred ; all 
“ which was very well known to fome members of 
“ one, or both Houfes of Parliament ; who had the 
“ more to anfwer, if they forbore to exprefs it at the 
“ palling of that declaration ; and if tliey did exprefs 
“ it, he had the greater reafon to complain, that fo 

envious an afperllon Ihould be call on his Majefty 
“ to his people, when they knew well how to anfwer 
“ their own objection. 

“ What that complaint was againft the Parliament, 
“ put forth in his name, wdiich was fuch an evidence 
“ and countenance to the rebels, and fpoke the fame 
“ language of the Parliament which the rebels did i 
“ he faid he could not underftand. All his anfwers 
“ and declarations had been, and were, owned by 
“ himfelf ; and had been attefted unde^ his owit' 
“ hand i if any other had been publifhed in his name, 
“ and without his authority, it would be eafy for both 
“ Houfes of Parliament to difeover and apprehend 
“ the authors : and he wilhed, that whofoever was 
“ trufted with the drawing and penning that declara- 
“ ti«n, had no more authority, or cunning to impofe 
** upon, or deceive a major part of thofe votes, by 
“ which it palled, than any man had to prevail with 

“ his 
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“ Jiis Majcfty to publifli in his name any thing, Init 
“ the fenfe and refolution of his own heart ; or tlur 
“ the contriver of that declaration could, witli as 
“ good a confcience, cull God to winwis, that all his 
counfels and endeavours had been free from all pri- 
“ vate aims, perfonal refpe<5fs or pafTions whatfoever, 
“ as his Majefty had done, and did, that he never 
“ had, or knew of any fuch refolution of bringing up 
“ the army to London. 

“ And fince that new device was found out, in- 
‘‘ Head of anfwering his reafons, or latisfying his jiill 
demands, to blall; his declarations and aiilwcrs, as if 
‘‘they were not his own; a bold, fenfelefs imputa- 
“ tion ; he fald he was fine, that every anfwcr and 
“ declaration, puhlilhed by his Majedy, was much 
“ more his owm, than any one of thofe bold, threaten- 
“ ing, and reproachful petitions and rcmonftrances, 
“ were the atds of cither, or botli Iloiifcs. 7\nd if the 
“ penner of that declaration liad been careful of the 
“ trull repofed in him, he would never have denied, 
“ (and thereupon found fault with his Majelly’s juft 
“ indignation), in the text or margent, tliat his JMa- 
jelly had never been charged with the intention of 
“ any force ; and that in their whole declaration, 
there was no one word tending to any fuch rc- 
proach ; the contrary whereof was fo evident, that 
“ his Majefty was, in exprefs terms, charged in that 
declaration, that, he had fent them gracious mef- 
“ lages, when, w'ith his privity, bripging up the 
“• army was. in agitation ; and, even in that declara- 
“ tiop, they fought to make the people believe forae 
fudi .thing jto be proved, in the dept^ions therc- 
“ wim publiftied ; wherein, his Majefty doubted not, 
tjfcy would as fail, as they did in their qenfure 
vpt. r. p. 2 . 3 p “ of ■ 
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of that petition, flicwed formerly to his Majefty by 
“ Captain Leg, and I'ubfcribed by him C. R. which, 
“ notwithlhanding his Majefty’s full and particular 
“ narration of the I'ubftance of that petition, the cir- 
“ cumftances of feeing and approving it, that dcclara- 
“ tion was pleafed to fay, was full of. fcandal to the 
“ Parliament, and might have proved dangerous to the 
“ whole kingdom. If they had that dangerous peti- 
“ tion in tlicir luinds, his Majefly faid, he had no rea- 
“ fon to believe, any tendernefs towards him had kept 
“ them from communicating it ; if they liad it not, 
“ his Majefty ought to have been believed : but that 
“ all good people might compute their other pretend- 
■“ ed dangers by their clear underftanding of that, the 
“ noife whereof had not been inferior to any of the 
“ reft, his Majefty faid, he had recovered a true copy 
“ of the very petition he had iigned with C. R, which 
•“ fhould, in fit time, be publilhcd ; and which, he 
“ hoped, would open the eyes of his good people. 

“ Concerning his warrant for Mr. Jermyn's paf- 
“ fage, his anfwer was true, and full ; but for Jiis 
“ black fatin fuit, and white boots, he could give no 
“ account. 

“ His Majefty had complained in his declaration, 
“ and, as often as he fhould have occafton to mention 
his return, and relldence near London, he fhould 
“ complain of the barbarous and feditious tumults at 
Whitehall and Weftminfter ; *which indeed had 
“ been fo full -of fcandal to his .government,, and dan- 
“ ger to his perfon, that he fhoiHd never think' of His 
“ return tMther, till he had juftice for whatl' was 
paft, aflwifecurity fof the time- to come if 

“ there were fo great a neceflity, of defire ijf his re- 
turi, as was pretended, in ail this time, upon fo 

“ often 
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“ often prefling his defires, and upon caufes fo iio- 

torious, he Ihould at Icaft hav^e procured I’omc or- 

“ der for the future. But that declaration told his 

Majefty he was, upon the matter, miftaken ; the re-. 

fort of the citizens to Weftminfter was as lawful, as 
* 

‘‘ the refort of great numbers every day in the term to 
“ the ordinary courts of juftice ; they knew no tu- 
" mults. Strange ! was the difordcrly appearance of 
“ fo many thoufand people, with ftaves and fwords, 
“ crying through the Ifreets, Well minficr- hall, the 
“ jtafTage between both Ploul'cs, (infomuch as tlie 
“ members could luirdly pafs to and fro), liiflioj's, 
(iov.'ti vci/Ji iJtc Btjhops, no tumults ? Wliat member 
“ was there of either Houfe, that law not thofe num- 
“ hers, and heard not tliofe cries And yet lawful 
afiemblies ! W ere not feveral members of either 
“ Iloufe afiaultcd, threatened, and evilly entreated ? 

“ And yet no tumults ! W'hy made the Iloufe of 
Peers a declaration, and fent it down to the Iloufe 
“ of Commons, for the fupjtrcfllng of tumults, if tliere 
were no tumults ? And if there were any, why was 
‘‘ not fuch a declaration confented fb, and publilhed ? 

“ When the attempts were fo vilible, and threats fo 
“ loud to pull down the Abbey at Weftminfier, had 
not his Majefiy juft caule to apprehend, that fach 
might continue their work to W hitehall ? 

“ ITet no tumults ! What a ftrange time are we in, 

“ that a few impudent, malicious (to give them no 
“ worfe term) men Ihould caft fuch a roift of error 
“ before the eyes of both Houfes of Parliament, as 
that they either could- not, or, would not, fee how 
‘‘ rnai^ifeftly they iiyured thcmfelves, by maintaining 
“ thofe vifible untruths. His Majefty faid, he would 
■ ‘ 3 i> a fay 
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“ fay no more : by the help of God and the law, he 
would have juiticc for thofc tumults. 

“ From excepting, how weiglitily every man might 
“ judge, to what his Majefty had faid, that declara- 
“ tiun proceeded to cenfure him for^what he had not 
“ faid ; for the prudent omiffions in his anfwers ; his 
Majehy had forborne to fay any thing of the words 
“ fpoken at Kenfington; or the articles againll his 
“ deareft conibrt, and the accufation of the fix mem- 
“ bers : of the hill, his Majedy faid, he had fpoken 
“ often ; and he thought enough of the other two ; 
“ but having never accufed any, (though God knew 
“ what truth tliere might be in either), he had no rea- 
“ fon to give any particular anfwer. 

“ Tie faid, he did not reckon himfelf bereaved of 
“ an) part of his prerogative ; which he was pleafed 
“ freely, for a time, to part with by bill ; yet he muft 
“ fay, he expreifed a great trud in liis two Houfes of 
“ Parliament, when lie divefted himfelf of the power 
of didblving this Parliament ; wliich was a jud, ne- 
“ cedary, anti proper prerogative. , But he was glad 
“ to hear their rcfolution, that it Ihould not encourage 
“ them to do any tiling which otherwife had not been 
“ tit to have been done *. if it did, it would be fuch a 
breach of trud, as ,God would require an aicccwint 
for at their liands. ^ : i,:,., 

“ For the militia, he had faid fo much of it before, 
and the point was fo well underdood by all men, 
, that he would w'ade time no more in that difpute. 

lie never had faid, tliere was no, fuch thing as an 
“ ordinance, though- he knew that they had been long 
“ difufed, but that there ryas never ^y ordinance, or 
** could be any, withptU: the Kiiig^s confeht ; and 

that 
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“ that was true : and the unnecelTary precedent, cited 

“ in that declaration, did not offer to prove the con- 

“ trary. But enough of that ; Gotl and the law imilt 

“ determine that bufinefs. 

“ Neither had that declaration given his Majclhy 

any fatisfadlion concerning the votes of the fiftecntli 

“ and lixteenth of March lad; which he mull de-. 

“ dare, and appeal to all the world in the point, to be 

“ the greateft violation of his Majcfly’s privilege, the 

“ law of the land, the liberty of the ful:)jed:, and the 

“ right of Parliament, that could be imagined. One 

of thofe votes was, and there would need no other 

“ to dellroy the King and people, that when the 

“ Lords and C'ommons (it is well the Commons arc 

“ admitted to their part in judicature) fhall declare 

“ what the law of the land is, the fame mud be af- 

“ fented to, and obeyed ; that is the fenfe in few 

“ words. Where is every mhn’s property ; every 

“ man’s liberty ? If the major part of both Houfes 

“ declare, that the law is, that the younger brother 

“ fliall inherit ; what is become of all the families 
. . * 

“ »nd edates in the kingdom ? If .they declare, that, 
“ by the fundamental laws of the land, fuch a rafli 
“ adlion, fuch an unadvifed word, ought to be pu- 
nifhed by perpetual imprifonment, is not the liberty 
‘‘ of the fubjedl, durante hetieplacito, remedileis ? That 
“ declaration confelfes, they pretend not to a power of 
making new laws ; that, without his Majcfty, 'they 
“ could not do that ; they heeded no fuch power, if 
“ their declaration could fufpend this ftatute from 
“ being. obeyed, or executed. If they had power to 
“ declare the Ijord Digby’s waiting upon his Majedy 
“ at Hampton Court, and thence vifiting fame officers 
“ af-Kingdon, with a coach and fix horfes, to be levy- 

3 p 3 “ ing 
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“ ing of war, and high treafon ; and Sir John Ho- 
“ tluim’s defying his Majeffy to his face, keeping his 
“ Majehy’s town, fort, and goods againft him, by 
“ force of arms, to be an a(5l of affedlion and loyalty; 
“ what needed a power of making new laws ? or 
“ would th^re be fuch a thing as law left ? 

. “ He d.efired his good fubjedfs to mark the reafon, 
“ and confcquence of thofe votes ; the progrefs they 
“ had already made, and how infinite the progrels 
“ might be. Firlf, they voted the kingdom was in 
“ imminent danger fit was now above three montlis 
• fince they difeerned it) from enemies abroad, and 
from a Popiflt and difafiedled party at home ; that 
“ is matter of fa6l ; the law follows : this vote had 
“ given them authority by law, the fundamental laws 
“ of the kingdom, to order and difpofe of the militia 
“ of the kingdom ; and, with this power, and to prevent 
" that danger, to entel^into Iiis Majeffy’s towns, feize 
“ upon his magazine, and, by force, keep both from 
him. Was not that his Majefty’s cafe ? Firft, they 
“ vote he had ar^ intention to levy war againfi; his 
Parliament ; that is matter of fa61; : then they de- 
9 dare fuch as fliajl aflift him, to be guilty of high 
“ treafon ; that is tlie law, and proved by two fta- 
“ tutes thcmfelves knew to be repealed.. No matter 
“ for that ; they declare it. Upon this ground they 
“ excrci'fe the militia ; and fo adually do that upon 
“ his’ Majefty, which they had voted he intended to 
do upon them. Who could not fee the confufion 
“•that muft follow* upon fuch power of declaring? 
“ If they fhould now vote that his Majefty did riot 
“ write this declaratiQn, but that fudh a one did it, 
“ which w%s ftill matter of fa<ft ; and then declare, 
“ that, for fo doing, he was an enemy to the common- 

“ rvealth ; 
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“ wealth ; what was become of the law that man was 
“ born to ? And if all their /cal for the defence of 
“ the law were but to defend tnat which they de- 
“ dared to be law, their own votes ; it would not be 
“ in their power to fatisfy any man of their good in-. 
“ tentions to the public peace, but Inch wli<) were 
“ willing to rclinquiflt their title to Magna Charta, 
“ and hold their lives, and fortunes, by a vote of the 
“ major part of both Houfes. Jn a word, his Majeify 
“ denied not, but they might have power to declare 
“ in a particular, doubtful cafe, regularly brought be- 
“ fore them, what law is : but to make a general de- 
“ claration, whereby the known rule of the law might 
“ be crofled, or altered, they had no p-ower ; nor 
“ could exercife any, without bringing tlie life and 
“ liberty of the fubjed to a lawlcfs and arbitrary fub- 
“ jedion. 

“ Jlis Majefty had complained (and the world 
“ might judge of the jultice and neceflity of that 
“ complaint) of the multitude of feditious pamphlets 
“ and fermons ; and that declaration told him, they 
“ knew he had ways enough in his ordinary courts of 
“ juftice to punifli thofc ; fo, his Majcfty faid, he had 
“ to puniflt tumults and riots ; and yet tliey would 
“ not ferve his turn to keep his towns, his forefts, and 
“ parks from violence. And it miglit bo, thotigh 
“ thofe courts had ftill the power to punilh, they 
“ might have loft the Ikill to define, what tumults 
“ and riots are ; otherwife a jury in Southwark, le- 
“ gaily impanneled to examine a riot there, woidd 
‘^not have been fuperfeded, and the Sheriff enjoined 
“ not to proceed, by virtue of an order of the Iloufe 
“ of Commons ; •which, it feemed, at that time had 
“ the foie power of declaring. But it was no wonder 

3 i> 4 “ tliat 
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“ that they, who could not fee the tumults, did not 
“ conlider the pamphlets and fermons ; though the 
“ author of the Protcjlatlon prolefled were well known 
“ to be Burton, (that infamous difturber of the peace 

rtf the Church and State), and that he preached it 
“ at Weftminfter, in the hearing of divers members 
“ of the Houfe of Commons. But of fuch pamphlets 
“ and feditious preachers (divers whereof had been 
“ recommended, if not impofed upon feveral parifhes, 
“ by fomc members of both Ploufes, by what autho- 
“ rity his Majefty knew' not) he would hereafter take 
“ a further account. 

“ His Majefty faid, he confefled he had little Ikill 
“ in the laws ; and thofe that had had moft, he found 
“ now were much to feek ; yet he could not iinder- 
“ ftand or believe, that every ordinary court, or any 
“ court, had power to raife what guard they pleafed, 
“ and under what command they pleafed. Neither 
“ could he imagine, what dangerous efledls they 
“ found bv the guard he appointed them ; or indeed 
“ any Hie leaft occalion, why they needed any guard 
“ at all. 

“ But of all the imputations, fo caufelcfsly and un- 
“ juftly laid upon his Majefty by that declaration, he 
“ faid, he inuft wonder at that charge fo apparently 
“ and evidently untrue ; that fuch were continually 
“ preferred and countenanced by him, who were 
“ friends or favourers, or related unto the chief au- 
“ thors and adtors of that arbitrary power heretofore 

pradlifed, and complained of: and, on the other 
“ fide, that fuch as did appear againft it were daily 
“ difcountenanced and difgraced. He faid, he would 
“ know one perfon that contributed to the ills of 
“ thofe times, or liad dependence upon thofe that did, 

“ whom 
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“ whom he did, or lately had countenanced, or pre- 
“ ferred ; nay he was confident, (and he looked for 
“ no other at their hands), as they had been always 
“ moft eminent aflbrtors of the public liberties ; fo, 
“ if they found his Majefiy inclined to any thing not 
“ agreeable to honour and jufticc, they would leave 
“ him to-morrow. Whether different perfons had 
“ not, and did not receive countenance eli'ewherc, 
“ and upon what grounds, all men might judge ; and 
“ whether his Majefty had not been forward enough 
“ to honour and prefer thofe of the moft contrary 
“ opinion, iiow little comfort foever he had of thofe 
“ preferments, in beftowing of which, hereafter, he 
“ would be more guided by men’s adfions than opi- 
“ nions. And therefore he had good caufe to beftow 
“ that admonition (for his Majefty affured them, it 
“ was an admonition of his own) upon both his Houfes 
“ of Parliament, to take heed of inclining, under the 
“ fpecious fhews of neceflity and danger, to the exer- 
“ cife of fuch an arbitrary power, they before com- 
“ plained of : the advice would do no harm, and he 
“ fhould be glad to fee it followed. 

“ His Majcft)' afked, if all the fpecious promifes, 
“ and loud profeliions, of making him a great and 
“ glorious King ; of fettling a greater revenue upon 
“ his Majefty, than any of his anceftors Jiad enjoyed ; 
“ of nfaking him to be honoured at home, and feared 
“■ abroad; were refolved into this; that they would be 
“ ready, to fettle his revenue in an honourable pro- 
“ portion, when he flrould put himfelf in fuch a pof- 
“ ture of government, that his fubjetfts might be fe- 
“ cure to enjoy his juft protedfion for their religion, 
“ laws, and liberties ? What pofture of government 
“ they intended, he knew not ; nor could he imagine 

‘‘ what 
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“ what fecurity his good fubjedls could delire for 
“ their religion, laws, and liberties, which he had not 
“ offered, or fully given. And was it fuitable to the 
“ duty and dignity of both Iloufcs of Parliament to 
“ anfwer his particular weighty exprelhons of the 
“ caufes of his remove from London, lo generally 
known to the kingdom, w'ith a fcotf ; that they 
“ hoped he was driven from thence, not by liis own 
“ fears, but by the fears of the Lord Digby, and his 
“ retinue of Cavaliers ? Sure, his Majefty laid, the 
“ penner of that declaration inferted that ungrave and 
“• infolent expreliion, as lie had clone divers others, 
“ without the confent or examination of both Iloufcs ; 
“ who would not fo lightly have departed from their 
“ former profeffions of duty to his Majefty. 

“ Whether the way to a good iinderftanding bc- 
“ tween his Majefty and his people liad been as zea- 
“ loully prelTed by them, as it had been profelfcd 
“ and delired by him, would be calily difeerned by 
“ them who obferved that he had left no public adt 
undone on his part, which, in the leaft degree, 
“ might be necelfary to the pehce, plenty, and fecu- 
rity of his fubjedfs : and that they had not dif- 
“ patched one atft , which had given the leaft evidence 
“ of their particidar aftedfion and kindnefs to his Ma- 
“jefty; but, on the contrary, had difcountenanced 
“ and hindered the teftimony other men would give 
“ to him of their aft'edfions. Witnefs the ftopping, 
“ and keeping back, the bill of fublidies, granted by 
“ the Clergy almoft a year lince ; which, though his 
“ perfonal wants were fo notorioully known, they w'ould 
“ not, to that time, pafs: fo not only,f6rbearing to 
“ fupply his Majefty themfelves, but keeping the love 
“ and bounty of other men from him ; and affording 


no 



OF THE REBELLION, &c. 


955 


“ no other anfwers to all his defires, all hia reafons, 
“ (indeed not to be anfwcred), than tliat he mult not 
“ make his underftanding, or rcalon, the rule of his 
“ government; but fiifier himfelf to be afllfted (which 
“ his Majefiy never denied) by his great council. He 
*■ faid, he required no other liberty to his will, than 
“ the mcanefi of them did, (he wilhed they would 
“ always ufe that liberty), not to confent to any thing 
“ evidently contrary to his confcience and undcr- 
“ Ifanding : and he had, and fiiould always give as 
“ much eltimation and regard to the advice and 
“ counfel of both Houfes of Parliament, as ever 
“ Prince had done : but he fhould never, and he 
“ hoped his people would never, account the contriv- 
“ ance of a few fadlious, feditious perfons, a malig- 
“ nant party, who would facrifice the commoawealth 
“ to their own fury and ambition, the wifdom of Par- 
“ liament ; and that the juftifying and defending 
“ of fuch perfons (of whom, and of tlieir particular, 
“ finifier ways, to compafs their own bad end^'his 
“ Miyefi)" would fliortly inform the world) was not 
the way to preferve Parliaments, but was the oppof- 
“ ing, and preferring a few unworthy perfons, before 
“ their duty to their King, or their care of the king- 
“ dora. They would have his Majefiy remember, 
“ that his refolutions did concern kingdoms, and rhere- 
fore not to be moulded by his own underftanding: 

“ he faid, he did well remember it ; but he would have 
“ them remember, that when their confultations en- 
“ deavoured to leflen the office and dignity of a King, 

“ they meddled with that which is nqt within their 
“ determination, and of which his Majefiy muft give 
“ an account to God, and his other kingdoms, and 
muft maintain with the facrifice of his life. 

“ Laftly, that declaration told the people of a pre- 

“ fent, 
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“ lent, defperate, and malicious plot the malignant 
“ party was then adling, under the plaufible notions 
of flirring men up to a care of preferving the 
“ King’s prerogative ; maintaining the difciplinc of 
“ the Church, upholding and continuing the rcvc- 
“ rence and folemnity of Cud’s fervice ; and en- 
“ couraging learning, (indeed plaulible and honour- 
“ able notions to a6l any thing upon), and that upon 
“ thofe grounds divers mutinous petitions had been 
“ framed in London, Kent, and other places : his 
“ Majefty aflced upon what grounds thele men would 
“ have petitions framed ? Had lb many petitions, 
“ even againft the form and conftitution of the king- 
“ dom, and the laws eftablilhed, been joyfully re- 
ceived, and accepted ? And Ihould petitions framed 
“ upon thofe grounds be called mutinous ? Had a 
multitude of mean, unknown, inconliderable, con- 
“ temptible perfons, about the city and fuburbs of 
London, had liberty to petition againft the govern- 
“ mant of the Church ; againft the Book of Conimon- 
“ Prayer ; againft the freedom and privilege of Par- 
“ liament ; and been thanked for it ; and fhould it 
“ be called mutiny, in the greateft and beft citizens 
“ of London, and the gentry and commonalty of 
Kent, tp frame petitions upon thofe grounds ; and 
“ to defire to be governed by the known laws of the 
“land, not by orders and votes of either, or both 
“ Houfes ? Could this be thought the wifdom and 
“ julftice of both Houfes of Parliament ? Was it not 
“ evidently the work of a faction, within or without 
“ both Houfes, who deceived the truft repofed in 
“ them ; and had now told his Majefty what mutiny 
“ was ? To ftir men .up to a care of preferving 
“ his, prerogative, maintaining the difeipline of the 
“ Church, upholding and continuing the reverence 

and 
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and fnlemnity of God’s fcrvice, encouraging of 
“ karning, was mutiny. Let heaven and earth, God 
“ ami man, judge between his Majefty and thele 
“ men : and however Inch petitions were there called 
“ mutinous ; and the petitioners threatened, difeoun- 
“ tenanced, cenfured, and imprifoned ; if they brought 
“ fuch petitions to Ids Majclfy, he would gracioufly 
“ receive them ; and defend them, and their rights, 
‘‘ againft what power foever, with the utmoft hazard 
“ of his being. 

“ His Majefty faid, he had been the longer, to his 
very great pain, in this anfwer,{i|hat he might give 
“ the w'orld fatisfadfion, even in the moft trivial par- 
“ ticulars, which had been objetfted againft him ; and 
“ that he might not be again reproached, with any 
“ more prudent omillions. If he had been compelled 
“ to fliarper language, than his Alajcfty affedled, it 
“ might be conlidered, how vile, how infufFerable his 
“ prov'oeations liad been : and, except to repel force 
“ were to aftault, and to give punctual and rieceflary 
“ anfwers to rough and infolent demands, were to 
“ make invcAives, he w'as confident the world would 
“ accufc Ills Majefty of too much mildnefs ; and all 
“ his good fubjedls would think, he was not well 
“ dealt with ; and would judge of his M^efty, and of 
“ their own happinefs, and feciirity in him, by his 
“ aftions ; which he defired might jio longer profper, 
“ or have a blefling from God upon them, and his 
Majefty, than they fliould be direifed to the glory 
“ of God, in the maintenance of the true Proteftant 
“ profeflion, to the prefervation of the property and 
“ liberty of the fubjedf, in the obfervatibn of tlic 
“ laws ; and to the maintenance of the rights and 
freedom of Parliament, in the allowance and pro- 
“ tedfion of all their juft privileges.” 


This 
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The King^ 

anfwcr to 
the Decla- 
ration of 
May z6, 
1645. 


This declaration was no fooner publilhed, but his 
Majefty likewife fet forth an anfwer to,, that other 
declaration, of the twenty-lixth of May ; in which 
he faid, “ that whofoever looked over the late remon- 
llrance, entitled, yi Declaration of the Lords and 
Commons, of the twenty-iixth of May, would 'not 
“ think that his Majefty had great realon to be 
“ pleafed with it ; yet he could not but commend the 
plain dealing and ingenuity of the framers and 
“ contrivers of that declaration, (which had been 
“ wrought in a hotter and quicker forge than any of 
“ the reft), wha VSptild no longer fuffer his Majefty 
to be affronted by being told, they would make 
“ him a great and glorious King, whilft they ufed all 
“ poffible Ikill to reduce him to extreme want a«d 
“ indigency ; and that they would make him to be 
loved at home, and feared abroad, whilft they en- 
“'deaVoufed, by all poflible ways, to render him 
odious to his good fubjeefts, and contemptible to all 
foreign Princes ; but, like round dealing men, told 
“ him, in plain Englilh, that they had done him no 
“ wrong, becaufe he was not capable of receiving 
“ any ; and that they had taken nothing from him, 
“ befcaufe he had never any thing of his own to lofe, 
If that dO<fti;ine).were true, and that indeed he ought 
to be of no other conftderation, than they had in-r 
“ formed his. people in that declaration, that gentle- 
“ man was much more excufable, that faid publicly, 
“ unreproved, that the happinefs of the kingdom did 
“ not depend on his Majefty, or upon any of the 
“ royal branches of that root : and the other, who 
“ faid, his Majefty was not worthy to be King of 
“ England : language very monftrous to be allowed 
“ by either Houfe of Parliament ; and of which, by 
“ the help of God, and the law, he mu ft have fome 

“ examination. 
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examination. But, he doubted not, all his good 
“ lubjecSls did now plainly dil'cery, through the malk 
“and vizard -of their hypocrilV, what their dciign 
“ was ; and would no more look upon the framers 
“ and contrivers that declaration, as upon both 
“ Houfes of Parliament, (whofc freedom and juff pri- 
“ vileges he would always maintain ; and in whofc 
“ bclialf, he was as much fcandalized as for himfelf), 
“ but as a fadtion of malignant, and fchifmatical, and 
ambitious perfons ; whofe delign was, and always 
“ had been, to alter the whole frame of government, 
“ both of Church and State ; and to I'ubjeft both 
“ King and people to their own lawlcfs, arbitrary 
“ power and government : of whofe perfons, and "of 
“ wdiofe dchgns, his Majefty faid, he would, within a 
“ very fliort time, give his good fubjedfs, and the 
“ world, a full, and, he hoped, a fatisfadfory nar- 
“ ration. 

“ The contrivers and penners of that declaration 
“ (of whom his Majefty would be only underftood to 
“ fp,eak, when he mentioned any of their undutiful 
“ a(9:s againft him) faid, that tlie great affairs of the 
“ kingdom, and the miferable bleeding Condition of 
“ Ireland, would afford them little leifure to fpend 
“ their time in declarations, anfwers, and replies. In- 
“ deed, his Majefty faid, the miferable and deplorable 
“ condition of both kingdoms would require fome- 
“ what elfe at their hands : but he would gladly 
“ know how they had fpent their time fince the re- 
“ cefs, (then almoft eight months), but in declara- 
“ tions, remonftrances, and invedlives againft his Ma- 
“ jefty, and his government ; or in preparing matter 
for them. Had his Ma^fcfty invited them to any 
“ fuch expence of time, by beginning arguments of 

“ that 
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“ that nature ? Their leifure, or their inclination, was 
“ not as they pretciyied : and what was their printing 
and publilhing their petitions to him ; their decla- 
“ rations and remonftrances of him ; their odious 
votes and refolutions, fometimcs of one, fometimes 
“ of both Houfes, againft liis Majefty, (never in that 
manner communicated before this Parliament), but 
“ an appeal to the people ? And, in God’s name, let 
“ them judge of the perfons they had trufted. 

“ Their firft quarrel was (as it was always, to let 
“ them into their frank expreflions of his Majefty, 
“ and his adtions) againft the malignant party ; 
“ whom they were pleafed ftill to call, and never to 
“■prove to be, his evil counl'cllors. But indeed no- 
“ thing was more evident, by their whole proccedipgs, 
than that, by the malignant party, they intended 
“ all the members of both Houles who agreed not 
“ with them in their opinion, (thence had come their 
“ diftindlion of good and bad Lords ; of perfons ill 
alFedled to the Houfe of Commons ; who had been 
proferibed, and their names lifted, and read in tu- 
“ mults), and all the p)erfons of the kingdom whp ap- 
“ prove not of their adlions. So that, if in truth they 
“ would be ingenuous, and name the perfons they in- 
“ tended ; who would be the men, upon whom the 
imputation of malignity would be caft, but they 
■“ who had ftood ftoutly and immutably for the reli- 
“ gion, the liberties, the laws, for all public intereft ; 
“ (fo long as there was any to be, ftood for ;) they, who 
“ had always been, and ftill were, as zealous profef- 
“ fors, and Ibme of them as able, and earneft defenders 
of the Proteftant doeftrine againft the Church of 
Rome, as any were ; \^o had often and carneftly 
“ befought his Majefty to confent, that.no indifFerent 

“ and 
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“ and unneceflliry ceremony, might be preffed upon 
“ weak and tender confciences, and that he would 
agree to a bill for that purpofc ? They to whofc 
“ wifdom, courage, and counfcl, the kingdom owed 
“ as much as it could *0 fubjefts ; and upon whole 
“ unblemilhcd lives envy itfelf could lay no imputa- 
“ tion ; nor endeavoured to lay any, until their virtues 
“ brought them to his Majefty’s knowledge and favour ? 
“ Ilis Majelfy laid, if the contrivers of that declura- 
tion would be faithful to themfelves, and confider 
“ all thofe perfons of both Houfes, whom they, in 
“ their own confciences, knew to dilfent from them 
“ in the matter and language of that declaration, and 
“ in all thofe undutiful actions, of which he com- 
plained, they would be found in honour, fortune, 
“ wifdom, reputation, and weight, if not in number, 
much fuperior to them. So much for the evil 
counfellors. 

“ Then what was the evil counfel itfelf? Ilis Ma- 
“ jefty coming from London (where he, and many, 
“ whofe aftedlions to him were very eminent, were in 
“ danger every day to be torn in pieces) to York ; 
“ where his Majefty, and all fuel) as would put them- 
“ felves under his protebfion, might live, he thanked 
“ God and the loyalty and affedion of that good 
people, very fecurely : his not fubmitting himlelf 
“ abfolutely (and reilbuncing his own underlhanding) 
“ to the votes and refolutions of the contrivers of that 
“ declaration, when they told his Majefty, that they 
“ were above him ; and might, by his own authority, 
“ do with his Majefty what they pleafed : and his not 
“ being contented, that all his good fubjeds’ lives and 
“ fortunes fhould be difpofed of by their votes ; but 
“ by the known law of the land. This was the evil 
VOL. I. p. a. 3 « “ countel 
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counfel given, and taken : and would not all men 
“ believe, there needed much power and Ikill of the 
“ malignant party, to infufe that counfel into him ? 
“ And then, to apply the argument the contrivers of 
“ that declaration made for thernfclves, Avas it proba- 
ble, or poffible, tiiat fuch men, whom his Majefty 
“ had mentioned, (who muft have fo great a fhare in 
“ the mifery), fhould take fuch pains in the procuring 
“ thereof; and fpend fo much time, and run fo many 
“ hazards, to make themfelves flaves, and to ruin the 
“ freedom of this nation ? 

“ His Majefty faid, (with a clear and upright con- 
“ fcience to God Almighty), whofoever harboured 
“ the leaft thought in his breaft, of ruining or violat- 
ing the public liberty, or religion of the kingdom, 
“ or the juft freedom and privilege of Parliament, let 
“ him be acciirfed ; and he fhould be no counfellor 
“ of his, that would not fay Amni. For the contrivers 
“ of that declaration, he had not faid any thing, which 
“ might imply any inclination in them to be flaves. 
“ That which he had charged them with, was invad- 
“ ing the public liberty ; and his prefumption might 
“ be very ftrong and vehement, tliat, though they 
“ had no mind to be flaves, tliey were not unwilling 
“ to be tyrants; what is tyranny, but to admit no 
“ rules to govern by, but their own wills ? And they^ 
“ knew the mifery of Athens was at the higheft, when 
“ it fufFered under the Thirty Tyrants. 

“ Ilis Majefty faid, if that declaration had told 
“ him, (as indeed it might, and as in juftice it ought 
to have done), that the precedents of any of his an- 
“ ceftors did fall fhort, and much below what had 
“ been done by him, this Parliament, in point of 
“ grace and favour to liis people ; he fhould not other- 
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“ wife have wondered at it, tlian at fuch a truth, in 
“ fucli a place. But when, to juftify their having; 
“ done more than ever their predecclibrs did, it told 
“ his good lubje61s, (as moft injurioufly and infolently 
it did), that the higheft and moft unwarrantable 
precedents of any of his predcceffors did fall fhort, 
“ and much below what had been done to them this 
“ Parliament by him, he muft confefs himfclf amazed, 
“ and not able to underftand them ; and he muft tell 
“ thofe ungratelul men, (who durft tell their King, 
“ that they might, wdthout want of modefty and duty', 
“ depole liim), that the condition of his fubjeefts, 
when, by whatfoev'er accidents and conjunctures of 
“ time, it was at worft under his power, unto which, 
“ by no default of his, they fhould be ever again re- 
“ duced, was, by many degrees, more pleafant and 
“ happy, than that to which their furious pretence of 
“ reformation had brought them. Neither was his 
“ Majefty afraid of the higheft precedents of other 
“ Parliaments, which thofe men boldly (his good fub- 
“ jedts would call it worfe) told him they might, with- 
“ out want of modefty or duty, make their patterns. 
“ If he had no other fecurity againft thofe precedents, 
“ but their modefty and' duty, he was in a mifcrable 
“ condition, as all perfons would be who depended 
“ upon them. 

“ That declaration would not allow his inference, 
“ that, by avowing the aeft of Sir John Ilotham, they 
“ did deftroy the title and intereft of all his fubjedls 
“ to their lands and gejods ; but confefied, if they 
“ were found guilty of that charge, it were indeed a 
“ very great crime. And did they not, in that de- 
“ claration, admit themfclves guilty of that very 
“ crime ? Did they not fay, who doubts but that a 
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“ Parliament may difpofe of any thing, wherein his 
“ Majeft-y, or his fubjerfts, had a right, in fuch a way 
“ as that t!ie kingdom might not be in danger thereby ? 
“ Did they not then call thcmfelves this Parliament, 
“ and challenge that power without his confent ? Did 
they not extend that power to all cafes, where the 
“ ncceflity or common good of the kingdom was con- 
“ cerned ? And did they not arrogate to thcmfelves 
“ alone, the judgment of that danger, that neceffity, 
“ and that common good of the kingdom ? What 
“ was, if that were not, to unfettle the fecurity of all 
“ men’s eftates ; and to expofe them to an arbitrary 
“ power of their own ? If a fadfion fhould at any 
“ time by cunning, or force, or abfence, or accident, 
prevail over a major part of both Houfes ; and pre- 
tend that tlicrc were evil counfellors, a malignant 
“ party about tlie King ; by whom the religion and 
“ liberty of the kingdom were both in danger, (this they 
“ might do, they had done it then), they miglit take 
“ away, be it from the King, or people, whatfoever 
“ they in their judgments fliould think fit. This was 
lawful ; they had declared it fo : let the world judge, 
“whether his Majefiy had cliarged them unjufHy ; 
“ and whether they were not guilty of the crime, whicli, 
“ thcmfelves confefled (being proved) was a great 
“ one ; and how fafely his Majcffy might commit the 
“ power, thofe people defired, into their hands ; who, 
“ in all probability, would be no fooner pofiefled of 
“ it, than they would revive that tragedy, which Mr. 
“Hooker related of the Anabaptifis in Germany; 
“ who, talking of notliing but faith, and of the true 
“ fear of God, and that riches and honour were va- 
“ nity ; at firft, upon the great opinion of their hu- 
“ mility, zeal, and devotion, procured much reve- 
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rcnce and eftimation with the people ; after, find- 
ing liow many perfons they had enfnared with their 
“ hypocrify, they begun to propofe to thetnfelves to 
“ reform both the ecclefiaftical and civil government 
“ of the Rate : then, bccaufc poffibly they miglit 
“ meet with fome oppohtion, tliey fccretly entered 
“ into a league of affociation ; and fhortly after, find- 
“ ing the power they had gotten with the credulous 
“ people, enriched themfelves with all kind of I'poil 
“ and pillage ; and juftified themfelves upon our Sa- 
“ viour’s promife, The meek Jhall inheril the earth ; and 
“ declared their title was the fame which the rightc- 
“ ous Ifraelites had to the goods of tiic wicked Egyp- 
“ tians : his Majcfty faid, this ftory was worth the 
reading at large, and needed no ap})lication. 

“ But his Majcfty might by no means fay, that he 
“ had the fame title to his town of Hull, and the am- 
“ munition there, as any of his fubjetfts had to their 
“ land or money : that was a principle, that pulled uj) 
“ the foundation of the liberty and property of every 
“ fubjeifl. Why ? becaufe the King,'s property in 
“ his tovvn^, and in his goods bought with the public 
“ money, as they conceive his magazine at Hull to 
“ be, was inconliftent with the fubjetfts’ property in 
“ their lands, goods, and liberty. Did thofe men 
“ think, that as they alfumed a power of declaring 
law, (and whatfoever contradicted that declaration 
“ broke their privileges), fo that they had a power of 
“ declaring lenfe and reafon, and impoftng logic and 
“ fyllogilms on the fchools, as well as law upon the 
“ people ? Did not all mankind know that feveral 
“ men might have feveral rights and interefts in the 
“ felf fame houfe and land, and yet neither deftroy 
“ the other ? Was not the intcreft of tlie lord para* 
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mount conliftent with that of the mefne lord 5 and 
“ his with that of the tenant ; and yet their properties 
or interefts not at all confounded ? And why might 
“ not his Majcfty then have a full, lawful interell 
“ and property in his town of Hull, and yet his fub- 
jedls have a property in their houfes too ? But he 
“ could not fell, or give away, at his pleafure, this 
“ town and fort, as a private man might do his lands 
‘‘ or goods. What then ? Many men liave no autho- 
“ rity to let or fet their Icafes, or fell their land ; have 
“ they therefore no title to them, or intereft in them ? 
“ May they be taken from them, becaufe they can- 
“ not fell them ? He faid, the purpofc of his journey 
“ to Hull was neither to fell, or give it away. 

“ But for the magazine, the munition there, that he 
" bought with his own money, he might furely have 
“ fold that, lent, or given it away. No ; he bought 
“ it with the public money, and the proof is, they 
“ conceive it fo ; and, upon that conceit, had voted, 
“ that it Ihould be taken from him. Excellent juf- 
“ tice ! Suppofe his Majefty had kept that money 
“ by him, and not bought arms with it, would they 
“ have taken it from him upon that conceit : nay, 
“ might they not, wherelbever that money was, (for 
“ through how many hands foever it hath paiTed, it is 
“ the public money hill, if ever it were), feizc it, and 
take it from the owners ? But the towns, forts, ma- 
“ gazine, and kingdom, is entrufted to his Ma- 
“ jefty ; and he is a perfon trufted. His Majefty 
“ faid, he was fo ; God, and the law, had trufted 
“ him ; and he had taken an oath to difeharge that 
truft, for the good and fafety of the people. What 
“ oaths they had taken, he knew not, unlefs thofe, 
“ which, in that violence, they had manifeftly, mali- 
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“ cioufly violated. Might any thing be takett from 
“ a man, bccaufe he is truftcd with it ? Nay, may the 
“ perfon himfelf take away the thing he trufts, when 
“ he will, and in what manner he will ? The law had 
“ been otherwife, and, he believed, would be fo held, 
“ notwithftanding their declarations. 

“ But that trull ought to be managed by their ad- 
“ vice, and the kingdom had trailed them fur that 
purpofe. Impollible, that the fame trull fhould be 
“ irrecoverably committed to his Majelly, and his 
heirs for ever, and the fame trull, and a power 
“ above that trull, (for fo was the power they pre- 
“ tended), be committed to others. Did not tlu: peo- 
“ pic, tliat font them, look upon them as a body 
“ but temporary, and dili'olvable at his Majefty's 
“ pleafurc ? And could it be believed, that they in- 
“ tended them for liis guardians and controllers, in the 
“ managing of that trull, which God, and the law, 
“ had granted to him, and to his pollerity for ev'er ? 
“ What the extent of the commillion and trull was, 
“ nothing could better teach them than the writ, 
“ whereby they arc met. liis Majelly laid, he called 
“ them (and without that call they could not have 
“ come together) to be his counlcllors, not com- 
“ manders, (for, however they frequently confounded 
“ them, the offices were feveral), and counlcllors not 
“ in all things, but in fome things, c/e qiiibufdum ar- 
“ c/«/J, &c. And they would ealily find among their 
“ precedents, that Queen Elizabeth, upon whole time 
all good men looked with reverence, committed one 
Wentworth, a member of the Houfc of Commons, 
“ to the Tower, fitting the Houle, but for propoling 
“ that they might advife the Queen in a matter fhe 
“ thought they had nothing to do to meddle in. But 
. 3 ® 4 “ fiis 
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“ his Majefty is trufted : and is lie the only perfon 
“ trailed ? And might they do what their own in- 
“ dination and fury led them to? Were they not 
“ trufted by his Majefty, when he lirft fent for them ; 
“ and were they not trufted by him, when he palfed 
“ them his promife, that he would not dift'olve them ? 
“ Could it be prefumed, (and prefurnptions go far 
“ with them), that he trufted them with a power to 
“ deftroy himfelf, and to dift'olve his government and 
authority ? If the people might be allowed to 
“ make an equitable conftrudion of the laws and fta- 
“ tutes, a dodrinc avowed by them, would not all his 
“ good fubjeds fwear, he never intended by that ad 
“ of continuance, that they fhould do what they have 
“ lince done ? Were they not trufted by thofe that 
“ fent them ? And were they trufted to alter tlie go- 
“ vernment of Church and State ; and to make them- 
“ felves perpetual didators over the King and peo- 
“ pie ? Did they intend, that the law itfelf Ihould be 
“ fubjed to their votes ; and that whatfoever they 
“ faid, or did, fhould be lawful, becaufe they declared 
“ it fo ? The oaths they had taken who fent them, 
“ and without taking which, themfelves were not ca- 
“ pable of their place in Parliament, made the one 
incapable of giving, and the other of receiving fuch 
“atruft; unlefs they could perfuade his good fub- 
“ jeds, that his Majefty is the only fupreme head 
“ and governor in all caufes, and over all perfons, 
“ within his dominions ; and yet that they had a 
“ power over him to conftrain him to manage his 
“ truft, and govern his power, according to their difo 
“ cretion. 

“ The contrivers of that declaration told his Ma- 
jefty, that they would never allow him (an .Jumble 

and 
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and dutiful expreffion) to be judge of the law ; that 
“ belonged only to them ; they might, and muil, 
‘‘judge and declare. Ills Majefty faid, they all 
“ knew what power the Pope, under pretence of in- 
“ terpreting Scriptures, and declaring articles of faith, 
“ though he decline the making the one or the other, 
“ had ufurped over men’s confcicnces ; and that, un- 
“ der colour of having power of ordering all things 
“ for the good of men’s fouls, he entitles himfelf to 
“ all the kingdoms of the world : he would not ac- 
“ cufe the framers of that declaration, (how bold fo- 
“ ever they were with his Majefty), that they inclined 
“ to Popery, of which anotlier maxim was, that all 
“ men muft fubmit their reafon and underftandinii, 
“ and the Scripture itfclf, to that declaring power of 
“ his : neither would lie tell them, though they had 
“ told him fo, that they ufe the very language of the 
“ rebels of Ireland : and yet they fay thofc rebels de- 
“ dare, that whatfoever they do is for the good of tlie 
“ King and kingdom. But his good fubjeefs would 
*• eafily put the cafe to themfclves, whether if the Pa- 
pifts in Ireland in truth were, or, by art and acci- 
“ dent, iiad made themfclves the major part of both. 
“ Houfes of Parliament there ; and had pretended the 
“ truft in that declaration from the kingdom of Ire* 
“ land ; thereupon had voted their religion and liberty 
“ to be in danger of extirpation from a malignant 
*• party of Proteftants and Puritans ; and therefore, 
“ that they would put themfclves into a pofture of 
“ defence ; that the forts and the militia of that 
“ kingdom were to be put into the hands of fuch 
“ perlbns, as they could confide in ; that his Majefty 
“ was indeed trufted with the towns, forts, magazines, 
“ treafurcs, offices, and people of the kingdom, for 

“ the 
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“ the good, fafety, and beft advantage thereof ; but 
“ as his truft is for the ufe of the kingdom, fo it 
ought to be managed by the advice of both Houfes 
“ of Parliament, whom the kingdom had tnifted for 
“ that purpofe, it being their duty to fee it difcharged 
“ according to the condition and true intent thereof, 
“ and by all poflible means to prevent the contrary : 
“ his Majefty faid, let all his good fubjc^fs conlider, 
“ if that rebellion had been plotted with all that for- 
“ mality, and thofe circumtlances declared to be legal, 
“ at Icaft, according to the equitable fenfe of the law, 
“ and to be for the public good, and juftifiable by 
ncccflity, of \vhich they were the only judges, whe- 
ther, though they might have thought their defign 
“ to be more cunning, they would believe it the more 
“ juftifiable. 

“ Nay, let the framers of that declaration alk them- 
felves, if the evil counfellors, the malignant party, 
“ the perfons ill affedted, tlie Popilh Lords, and their 
“ adherents, fhould prove now, or hereafter, to be a 
“ major part of both Houfes, (for it had been de- 
“ dared, that a great part of both Houfes had been 
“ fuch, and fo might have been the greater ; nay, the 
“ greater part of the Houfe of Peers was ftill dcclaretl 
“ to be fuch, and his Majefty had not heard of any 
“ of their converfion ; and thereupon it had been 
“ earneftly prelfed, that the major part of the Lords 
" might join with the major part of the Houfe of 
“ Commons), would his Majefty be bound to confent 
“ to all fuch alterations, as thofe men fhould propofe 
to him, and refolve to be for the public good : and 
“ fhould the liberty, property, and fecurity of all his 
“ fubjeds, depend on what fuch votes fhould declare 
“ to be law ? Was the order of the militia unfit, and 

“ unkiiiful. 
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unlawful, whilft the major part of the Lords refufed 
“ to join in it, (as they had done two or three feveral 
“ times, and it was nev'er heard, before this Parlia- 
“ ment, that they firould be fo, and fo often prelfed 
“ alter a diffent declared), and did it grow immc- 
“ diately neceffary for the public hifety, and lawful 
“ by the law of the land, as foon as fo many of the 
“ dilfenting Peers were driven away, (after tlicir 
“ names had been required at tlie bar, contrary to tlic 
“ freedom and foundation of Parliament), that the 
“ other opinion prevailed ? Did the life and liberty 
“ of the fubjc6l depend upon fach accidents of days, 
“ and hours, that it was impoffible for him to know 
“ his right in either ? God forbid. 

“ But now, to juftifyf their invalion of his Majefty’s 
“ ancient, unqueftioned, undoubted riglit, fettled and 
“ eftablifhed on his Majefly and his pofterity by 
“ God himfelf ; confirmed and ftrengthened by all 
“ poffible titles of compadl, laws, oaths, perpetual and 
“ uncontradifted cuftom, by his people ; what had 
“ they alleged to declare to the kingdom, as they fay, 
“ the obligation that lieth upon the Kings of this 
“ realm to pafs all fuch bills, as are offered unto them 
“ by both Houfes of Parliament ? A thing never 
“ heard of till that day ; an oath, (authority enough 
“ for them to break all theirs), that is, or ought to 
“ be, taken by the Kings of this realm, which is as well 
“ to remedy by law fuch inconveniences the King 
“ may fuffer, as to keep and protedl the laws already 
" in being : and the form of this oath, they faid, did 
“ appear upon a record there cited ; and by a claufe 
“ in the preamble of a ftatute, made in the 25th y^ear 
“ of Edw. III. 

“ His Majefty faid, he was not enough acquainted 

with 
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“ vvitli records to know whether that were fully and 
“ ingenuoufly cited ; and when, and how, and why, 
“ the feveral claufes had been inferted, or taken out 
“ of the oaths formerly adminiftered to the Kings of 
“ this realm : yet he could not poffibly imagine the 
“ afl’ertion that declaration made, could be deduced 
“ from the words or the matter of that oath : for 
“ unlefs they had a power of declaring Latin, as well 
“ as law, fure, degeril, fignified hath chofen, as well 
“ as will choofe ; and that it fignified I'o there, (be- 
“ fides the authority of the perpetual praftice of all 
“ fuccceding times ; a better interpreter than their 
“ votes), it was evident, by the reference it had to 
“ cuftoms, confuettulines quas valgus elegerit : and 
could that be a cuftom, which the people fhould 
“ choofe after this oath taken ? And fhould a King 
“ be fworn to defend fuch cuftoms ? Befides, could it 
“ be imagined, that he fiiould be bound by oath to pafs 
“ fuch laws, (and fuch a law was the bill they brought 
“ to him of the militia), as fhould put the power, 
“ wherewith he was trufted, out of himfelf, into the 
“ hands of other men ; and divert and difable him- 
“ felf of all pofliblc power to perform the great bufi- 
“ nefs of the oath ; which was to protedl them ? If 
“ his Majefty gave away all his power, or if it w'ere 
“ taken from him, he could not protedl any man : 
“ and w'hat difeharge would it be for his Majefty, 
‘‘ either before God or man, when his good fubjedls, 
“ whom God, and the law, had committed to his 
“ charge, fhould be worried and fpoiled, to fay that 
“ he trufted others to protedl them ? That is, to do 
“ that duty for him, which was effentially and infe- 
parably his own. But that all his good fubjedls 
“ might fee how faithfully thefe men, who afTumed 
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“ this truft from them, dcfired to difcharge their 
“ truft ; he would be contented to publifh, for their 
“ fatisfadfion, (a matter notorious enough, but what 
“ he himfclf never thought to have been put to pub- 
“ lilh, and of which the framers of that declaration 
“ might as well have made ufe, as of a Latin record 
“ they knew many of his good fubjedfs could not, and 
“ many of themfelves did not underftand), the oath 
“ itfelf he took at his coronation, warranted and en- 
"joined to it by the cuftoms, and diredfions of his 
" predeceflbrs ; and the ceremony of theirs, and his 
" taking it ; they might find it in the records of the 
“ Exchequer ; this it is : 

The fermon being done, the Archbifhop goeth to 
the King, and alks his willingnefs to take the oath 
ufually taken by his prcdcceftbrs : 

The King fheweth himfclf willing, and goeth to 
the altar ; the Archbifliop adminifters thefe queftions, 
and the King anfwercth them feverally : 

Epifeopns. Sir, will you grant and keep, and by 
your oath confirm to the people of England, the laws 
and cuftoms to them granted by the Kings of Eng- 
land, your lawful and religious predecellbrs : and 
namely the laws, cuftoms, and franchifes granted to 
the Clergy, by the glorious King Saint Edward, your 
predccelibr, according to the laws of God, the true 
profelfion of the Gofpcl eftablifhed in this kingdom, 
and agreeable to the prerogative of the Kings thereof, 
and the ancient cuftoms of this realm ? 

Rex. I grant, and promife to keep them. 

Epife, 
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Epifc. Sir, will you keep peace, and godly agree- 
ment entirely, according to your power, both to 
God, the holy Church, the Clergy, and the people ? 

Rex. I will keep it. 

Kpifc. Sir, will you, to your power, caufe law, juf- 
tice, and dil'cretion, in mercy and truth, to be exe- 
cuted in all your judgments ? 

Rex. I will. 

Epife. Sir, will you grant to hold, and keep the 
laws, and rightful cuftoms, which the commonalty of 
this your kingdom have ; and will you defend and 
uphold them to tlie honour of God, fo much as in 
you lieth ? 

Rex. I grant, and promife fo to do. 

Then one of the Bifhops reads this admonition to 
the King, before the people, with a loud voice. 

Our Lord and King, we befeech you pardon, and 
to grant, and to preferve unto us, and to the Churches 
committed to our charge, all tanonical privileges, and 
due law, and juftice ; and that you would protedl and 
defend us, as every good King, in Ins kingdom, ought 
to be protedlor and defender of the Biihops, and 
Churches under their government. 

The King anfwereth ; 

With a willing and devout heart I promife, and 
grant my pardon ; and that I will preferve and main- 
tain to you, and the Churches committed- to your 

charge. 
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charge, all canonical privileges, and dueliaw, and juf- 
tice ; and that I will be your protedlor and defender, 
to my power, by the afliftance of God, as every good 
King, in his kingdom, in right ought to protect and 
defend the Bifliops, and the Churches under their go- 
vernment. 

Then the King arifeth, and is led to the Commu- 
nion-Table : where he makes a folemn oath, in light 
of all the people, to obferve the premifes ; and, laying 
his hand upon the book, faith : 

THE OATH. 

The things which I before promifed, I lhall per- 
form, and keep ; fo help me God, and the contents of 
this book. 

His Majefty faid, “ all the world might judge, 
“ whether fuch dodhrinc, or fuch conclufions, as thofe 
“ men brought, could follow, or have the leaft pre- 
“ tcnce, from that oath : for the preamble of the fta- 
“ tute they cited, that told his Majefty, that the King 
“ was bound to remedy, by law, the mifehiefs and 
“ damages wdiicli happen to his people : his Majefty 
“ faid, he was fo ; but alked, whether the King were 
“ bound, by the preamble of that ftatute, to renounce 
“ his own judgment, his owm underftanding in thofe 
“ mifehiefs, and of thefe remedies ? How far forth 
“ he was obliged to follow the judgment of his Par- 
“ liament, that declaration ftill confefled to be a 
“ queftion. Without queftion, he faid, none could 
“ take upon them to remedy even mifehiefs, but by 
“ law, for fear of greater mifehiefs than thofe they 
“ go about to remedy. 


But 
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“ Hut liis Majefty was bo.und in juflice to confcnt 
“ to their propofals, |,>ccaufe there was a truft rcpol'cd 
“ in his Majefty to prclerve the kingdom, by making 
“ new laws : he faid, he was glad there was fo ; then 
“ he was furc no new law could be made without his 
“ confent ; and that the gentlenefs of his anlwer, k 
‘‘ Rov s' av'ifcra, if it be no denial, it is no confent ; 
“ and then the matter was not great. They would 
“ yet allow his Majefty a greater latitude of granting, 
“ or denying, as he fhould think lit, in public adls 
“ of grace, as pardons, or the like grants of favour : 

why did they fo ? If thofe pardons, and public 
“ aefts of grace, were for the public good, (which they 
“ might vote them to be), they would then be ab- 
folutely in their own difpoftl : but had they left 
that power to his Majefty ? They had fure, at 
Icaft, fltared it with him ; how elfe had they got 
the power to pardon Scrjeant-Major-General Skip- 
“ pon, (a new officer of ftate, and a fubjecT his Ma- 
“ jefty had no authority to fond to fpcak with), and 
all other perfons employed by them, and fuch as 
“ had employed themfelves for them, not only for 
“ what they had done, but for what they fhould do ? 
“ If they had power to declare fuch adfions to be no 
treafon, which his Majefty would not pardon ; fuch 
“ adlions to be treafon, which need no pardon ; the 
“ latitude they allowed his Majefty of granting, or 
“ denying of pardons, was a jewel they might ftill 
“ be content to fuff'er his Majefty to wear in his 
“ Crown, and never think themfelves the more in 
“ danger. 

“ All this confidered, the contriver of that mcirage, 
“ (fince they would afford liis Majefty no better title), 

whom 
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“ whom they were angry with, did not conceive, the 
“ people of this land to be fo void of common fcnfe, 
“ as to believe his Majefty, who had denied no one 
“ thing for the eafe and benefit of them, which in 
“ juftice or prudence could be allced, or in honour 
“ and confcience could be granted, to have call off 
“ all care of the fubjedl’s good ; and the framers and 
devifers of that declaration (who had endeavoured 
‘‘ to render his Majefty odious to his fubjefts, and 
“ them difloyal to him, by pretending fuch a trull in 
“ them) to have only taken it up : neither, he was 
“ confident, would they be fatisfied, when they felt 
“ the mifery and the burthens, wiiich the fury and 
“ the malice of thofe people would bring upon them, 
“ with being told that calamity proceeded from evil 
“ counfellors, whom nobody could name ; from plots 
“ and confpiracics, which no man could difeover ; 

and from fears and jcaloulics, which no man under- 
“ Hood ; and therefore, that the conlideration of it 
“ Ihould be left to the confcience, reafon, alFedlion, 
“ and loyalty of his good fubjefts, who do underftand 
“ the government of this kingdom, his Majefty faid, 
“ lie was well content. 

“ His Majefty alked, where the folly and madnefs 
“ of thofe people would end, who would have liis 
“ people believe, that his abfenting himfelf from Lon- 
“ don, where, with his fafety, he could not ftay, and 
the continuing his magazine at Hull, proceeded 
from the fecret plots of the Papifts here, and to ad- 
“ vance the defign of the Papifts in Ireland ? But it 
“ was no wonder that they, who could believe Sir 
John Hotham’s flrutting his Majefty out of Hull, 
“ to be an a6l of aftedlion and loyalty, would bc- 
voL. I. V. 2, 3 R “ lieve 
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“ lieve that the Papifts, or the Turk, perfuaded him to 
“ go thither. 

“ And could any fober man think that declaration 
“ to be the confent of either, or both lioufes of Par- 
“ liament, unawed either by fraud or force ; which 
“ (after fo many thanks, and humble acknowledg- 
ments of his gracious favour in his meffage of the 
“ twentieth of January, fo often, and fo unanimoufly 
“ prefcnted to his Majefty from both Houfes of Par- 
“ liament) now told him, that the meffage at firft was, 
and, as often as it had been fince mentioned by him, 
“ had been a breach of privilege, (of which they had 
not ufed to have been fo negligent, as in four 
“ months not to have complained, if fuch a breach 
“ had been), and that their own method of proceed- 
ing fliould not be propofcd to them : as if his Ma- 
“ jefty had only authority to call them together, not 
“ to tell them what they were to do, not fo much as 
with reference to his own affairs. What their own 
** method had been, and whither it had led them, and 
“ brought the kingdom, all men fee ; what his would 
“ have been, if feafonably and timely applied unto, 
“ all men might judge ; his Majefty would fpeak no 
“ more of it. 

“ But fee now what excellent inftances they had 
found out, to prove an inclination, if notin his Ma- 
“ jefty, in fome about him, to civil war : their going 
“ with his Majefty to the Houfe of Commons, (fo 
" often urged, and fo fully anfwered), their attending 
“ on him to Hampton-Court, and appearing in a war- 
like manner at Kingfton upon Thames ; his going 
“ to Hull ; their drawing their fwords at York, de- 
“ manding, who would be for the King ? the declar- 

“ ing 
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“ ing Sir John Hotham traitor, before the meffage 
“ fent to the Parliament ; the propofitions to the gen- 
“ try in Yorklhire, to alEft his Majefty againft Sir 
“ John Hotham, before he had received an anfwer 
‘‘ from the Parliament ; all defperatc inftances of an 
“ inclination to a civil war. Examine tlicm again : 
“ the manner and intent of his going to the Houfe of 
Commons, he had fet forth at large, in his anfwer 
“ to their declaration of the nineteenth of May ; all 
“ men might judge of it. Next, did they themlclves 
“ believe, to what purpofe foever that rumour had 
‘‘ ferved their turn, that there was an appearance in 
“ w'arlike manner at Kingfton upon Tliamcs ? Did 
they not know, that whenfoever his Majefty had 
“ been at Hampton-Court, lince his firft coming to 
the Crown, there was never a lefs appearance, or 
in a lefs warlike manner, than at the time they 
meant ? He faid, he would fay no more, but 
“ that his appearance in a warlike manner at King- 
“ fton upon Thames, and theirs at Kingfton upon 
“ Hull, was very different ? What was meant by 
“ the drawing of fwords at York, and demanding, 
who would be for the King, muft be enquired at 
“ London ; for, his Majefty believed, very few in 
“ York underftood the meaning of it. For his going 
“ to Hull, which they would by no means endure 
“ Ihould be called a viftt, whether it were not the way 
“ to prevent, rather than to make a civil war, was 
“ very obvious : and the. declaring him a traitor in 
“ the very a<ft; of his treafon, would never be thought 
“ unreafonable, but by thofe who believed him to be 
“ a loving and loyal fubjedl ; no more than the en- 
“ deavouring to make the gentlemen of that county 
“ fenflble of that treafon, (which they were in an 
' 3 R 2 “ honourable 
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“ honourable and dutiful degree), before he received 
“ the anfwer from both Houfes of Parliament : for, 
“ if they had been, as his Majefty expelled they fhould 
“ have been, fenfible of that intolerable injury offered 
“ to him, might he not have had occafion to have 
ufed the affeAion of thefe gentlemen ? Was he 
“ fure that Sir John Hotham, who had kept liim out 
“ without their order, (he fpake of a public order), 
“ would have let him in, when they had forbidden 
him ? And if they had not fuch a fenfe of him, (as 
“ the cafe falls out to be), had he not more reafon to 
“ make proportions to thofe gentlemen, whofe rea- 
“ dinefs and affedlion he, or his pofterity, would never 
“ forget ? 

“ But this bufmefs of Hull flicks ftill with them ; 
“ and finding his queflions hard, they are pleafed to 
“ anfwer his Majefty, by afking other queflions of 
“ him : no matter for the exceptions againft the Earl 
“ of Newcaftle, (which have been fo often urged, as 
“ one of the principal grounds of their fears and jea- 
“ loufies ; and which drew that queftion from him), 
“ they afked his Majefty, why, when he held it ne- 
“■ ccflary that a governor fhould be placed In Hull, 
“ Sir John Hotham fhould be refufed by him, and 
“ the Earl of Newcaftle fent down ? His Majefty an- 
“ fwered, becaufe he had a better opinion of the Earl 
“ of Newcaftle than of Sir John Hotham ; and defired 
to have fuch a governor over his towns, if he muft 
“ have any, as fhould keep them for, and not againft 
“ him : and if his going down were in a more private 
way than Sir John Hotham’s, it was becaufe he had 
not that authority to make a noife, by levying and 
“ billeting of foldiers, in a peaceable time, upon his 
“ good fubjedls, as it feemed Sir John Elotham car- 

'• ried 
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“ ried down with him. And the imputation which is 
“ call by the way upon that Earl, to make his repu- 
“ tation not fo unblcmilhcd, as he conceived, and the 
“ world believes it to be ; and which, though it w'as 
“ not ground enough for judicial proceeding, (it is 
“ wonder it was not), was yet ground enough for fuf- 
“ picion, mull be the cafe of every fubjedl in Eng- 
“ land, (and he wifhed it went no higher), if every 
“ vile afperlion, contrived by unknown hands, upon 
unknown or unimaginable grounds, which is the 
“ way pradlifed to bring any virtuous and deferving 
“ men into obloquy, fhould receive the lead credit or 
“ countenance in the world. 

“ They tell him, their exception to thofe gentlemen, 
“ who delivered theirpetition to him at York, was that 
“ they prefumed to take the ftyle upon them of all 
‘‘ the gentry and inhabitants of that county ; where- 
“ as, they fay, fo many more of as good quality as 
“ themfelves, of that county, were of another opi- 
“ nion ; and have lince, by their petition to his Ma- 
jelly, difavowed that adl. Their information in 
“ that point, his Majelly faid, was no better than it 
“ ufeth to be ; and they would find, that neither the 
“ number or the quality of thofe who have, or will 
‘‘ difavow that petition, was as they imagine ; though 
“ too many weak perfons were milled (which they 
“ did, and would every day more and more under- 
Hand) by the fadlion, Ikill, and indullry of that 
“ true malignant party, of which he did, and had rea- 
“ fon to complain. They faid, they had received no 
“ petition of fo llrange a nature : what nature ? Con- 
“ trary to the votes of both Houfes : that is, they had 
‘‘ received no petition they had no mind to receive. 
“ Buj; his Majelly had told them again, and all his 
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“ good fubje(5Is would tell them, that they liad re- 
ceived petitions, with joy and approbation, againft 
“ the votc^ of both Houfes of their predcceUbrs, con- 
firmed and eftablifhed into laws by the confent of 
“ his Majeffy, and his anceftors ; and allowed thofe 
petitions to carry the ftyle, and to feem to carry the 
“ delires of cities, towns, and counties, wlien, of either 
“ city, town, or county, very few known or conli- 
“ derable perfons had been privy to fuch petitions : 

whereas, in truth, the petitions delivered to his 
“ Majefty, againft which they except, carried not the 
“ ftyle of all, but fomc of the gentry and inhabitants ; 

and implied no other confent, than fuch as went vi- 
“ fibly along with it. 

But his Majefty was all this while in a miftake ; 
“ the magazine at Hull was not taken from him. 
“ Who told them fo ? They who alTure them, (and 
whom without breaking their privileges they muft 
believe), that Sir John Hotham’s fhutting the gates 
“ againft his Majefty, and refilling his entrance witli 
“ armed men, (though he thought it in defiance of 
“ him), was indeed in obedience to him, and his au- 
“ thority ; and for his fervice, and the fervice of the 
“ kingdom. He was to let none in, but fuch as 
“ came with his Majefty’s authority, fignified by both 
“ Houfes of Parliament : himfelf and they had or- 
“ dered it fo. And therefore he kept his Majefty 
“ out, only till his Majefty, or he himfelf, might fend 
“ for their dircdlions. His Majefty faid, he knew 
“ not whether the contrivers of that declaration meant, 
that his good fubjedls fhould fo foon underftand, 
“ though it was plain enough to be underftood, the 
meaning of the King’s authority, fignified by both 
“ Houfes of Parliament: but'fure the world would 
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“ now eafily difce^ in what miferable cafe he had, 
“ by this time, been, (it is bad enough as it is), if he 
had confented to their bill, or to their ordinance of 
“ the militia, and given thofe men power to have 
“ raifed all the arms of the kingdom againft him, for 
“ the common good, by his own authority : would 
“ tliey not, as they had kept him from Hull, by this 
“ time have beaten him from York, and purfued him 
“ out of the kingdom, in his own behalf ? Nay, might 
“ not this munition, which is not taken from him, be 
“ employed againft him •, not againft his authority, 
“ fignified by both Houfes of Parliament, but only 
“ to kill thofe ill counfellors, the malignant party, 
“ which is about liim, and yet for his good, for the 
“ public good, (they would declare it fo), and fo no 
“ treafon within the ftatute of 25 Ed. Ill ? which, by 
“ their interpretation, had left his Majefty, the King 
“ of England, abfolutely lefs provided for, in point of 
“ fafety, than the meaneft fubjedl of the kingdom : 
“ and every fubjedl of this land (for whofe fecurity 
“ that law was made, that they may know their duty, 
“ and their danger in breaking of it) may be made a 
“ traitor when thefe men pleafe to fay, he is fo. But 
did they think that, upon fuch an interpretation, 
(upon pretence of authority of book cafes and pre- 
“ cedents, which^^ without doubt, they would liave 
“ cited, if they had been to their purpofc), out of 
“ which nothing can refult, but confufion to King 
“ and people, would find any credit with his good 
“ fubjeefts ? And that fo excellent a law, made both 
“ for fecurity of King and people, lhall be fo eluded, 
“ by an interpretation no learned lawyer in England 
would at this hour, he believed, fet under his hand, 
“ notwithftanding the authority of that declaration ; 
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“ which, he hoped, fhall bring lathing but infamy 
“ upon the contrivers of it ? 

“ Now to their privileges ; though it be true, they 
“ fay, that their privileges do not extend to treafon, 
“ felony, or breach of the peace, fo as to exempt the 
members from all manner of procels and trial ; yet 
“ it doth privilege them in the way or method of 
their trial : the caufe muft be firft brought before 
“ them, and their confent alked, before you can pro- 
“ ceed. Why then their privileges extend as far in 
“ thefe cafes, as in any that are moft unqueftioned ; 

for no privilege whatfoever exempts them from all 
“ manner of procefs and trial, if you firlt acquaint the 
“ Houfe with it, and they give you leave to proceed 
“ by thofc procefl'es, or to that trial : but, by this 
“ rule, if a member of either Houfe commit a mur- 
“ der, ypu muft by no means meddle with him, till 
you have acquainted that Houfe of which he is a 
member, and received their direiftion for your pro- 
“ ceeding, afluring yourfelf, he will not ftir from that 
place where you left him, till you return with their 
“ confent ; fliould it be otherwife, it would be in the 
“ power of every man, under the pretence of mur- 
“ der, to take one after another, and as many as he 
“ pleafeth ; and fo, confequently, bring a Parliament 
to what he pleafeth, when he pleafeth. If a mem- 
ber of either Houfe Ihall take a purfe at York, (he 
may as probably take a purfe from a fubjeft, as 
“ arms againft the King), you muft ride to Imndon, 
“ to know what to do, and he may ride with you, and 
“ take a new purfe every ftage, and muft not be ap- 
“ preh ended, or declared a felon, till you have alked 
“ that Houfe, of which he is a member ; Ihould it be 
otherwife, it might be in every man’s power to ac- 

“ cufe 
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cufe as many members as he would of taking 
“ purfes ; and fo bring a Parliament, and fo all Par- 
“ liaments, to nothing. Would thefe men be be- 
“ lieved ? And yet they make no doubt but every 
“ one, who hath taken the proteftation, would defend 
this dodlrine with his life and fortune. Would not 
his fubjedts believe, that they had impofed a pretty 
“ proteftation upon them ; and that they had a very 
“ good end in the doing of it, if it obligeth them to 
“ fuch hazards, to fuch undertakings ? Muft they 
“ forget or neglecil; his Majefty’s perfon, honour, and 
eftate, which, by that proteftation, they are bound 
“ to defend ; and, in fome degree, do underftand ? 
“ And muft they only venture their lives and fortunes 
to juftify privileges they know not, or ever heard 
of before ? Or are they bound by that proteftation 
" to believe, that the framers of that declaration have 
‘‘ power to extend their own privileges, as far as they 
“think fit; and to contracft his Majefty’s rights, as 
“ much as they pleafe ; and that they are bound to 
“ believe them in either, and to venture their lives 
“ and fortunes in that quarrel ? 

“ From declaring how mean a perfon his Majcfty 
“ is, and how much the kingdom hath been miftaken 
“ in the underftanding of the ftatute of the 25 E. III. 
“ concerning treafon, and that all men need not fear 
“ levying war againft him, fo they have their order 
“ to warrant them ; they proceed, in the fpirit of de- 
“ daring, to certify his fubjeds in the miftakings, 
“ which, near one hundred and fifty years, have been 
“ received concerning the ftatute of the 2 Hen. VII. 
“ ch. I. (a ftatute all good fubjeds will read with 
“ comfort), and teU them, that the ferving of the 
“ King for the time being cannot be meant of Perkin 

“ Warbcck, 
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Warbeck, or of any that fliould call himfelf King ; 
“ but fuch a one as is allowed and received by the 
“ Parliament in the behalf of the kingdom ; and was 
not his Majefty fo allowed ? However, through a 
dark mill of words, and urging their old privileges, 
“ (which, he hoped, he had fufficiently anfwered, 
“ and will be every day more confuted by the adtioiis 
of his good fubjedls), they conclude, that thofe that 
“ lhall guide thcmfelvcs by the judgment of Parlia- 
“ ment, which they fay is their own, ought, whatfo- 
“ ever happen, to be fecure, and free from all account 
“ and penalties, upon the ground and equity of that 
“ very ftatute : how far their own chancellors may 
help them in that equity, his Majefty knew not ; 
“ but by the help of God, and that good law, he 
would allow no fuch equity : fo then, there is the 
“ dodlrine of that declaration ; and thefc are the pofi- 
tions of the contrivers of it. 

I . That they have an abfolute power of declaring 
the law j and that wliatfoever they declare to be fo, 
ought not to be queftioned by his Majefty, or any 
iubje^ft : fo that all right and fafety of him and his 
people muft depend upon their pleafurc. 

1 . That no precedents can be limits to bound their 
proceedings : fo they may do what they pleafe. 

3, That the Parliament may difpofe of any thing, 
wherein the King or fubjeeft hath a right, for the pub- 
lic good ; that they, without the King, arc tliis Par- 
liament, and judge of this public good ; and that his 
Majefty's confent is not neceflary : fo the life and 
liberty of the fubjeft, and all the good laws made for 
the fecurity of them, may be difpofed of, and repealed 
by the major part of both Houfes at any tiine prefent, 
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and by any ways and means procured fo to be ; and 
his Majefty had no power to protedt them. 

4. That no member of either Houfe ought to be 
troubled or meddled with for treafon, felony, or any 
other crime, without the caufe firft brought before 
them, that they may judge of the fadl, and their leave 
obtained to proceed. 

5. That the fovereign power refides in both Houfes 
of Parliament ; and that his Majefty had no negative 
voice : fo then his Majefty himfelf muft be fubjedf to 
their commands, 

6. That the levying of forces againft the perfonal 
commands of tlic King, though accompanied with his 
prefence, is not levying war againft the King ; but the 
levying war againft his laws and authority, (which 
they have power to declare, and ftgnify), though not 
againft his perfon, is levying war againft the King : 
and that treafon cannot be committed againft his per- 
fon, otherwife than as he is entrufted with the king- 
dom, and difeharging that truft ; and that they have 
a power to judge, whether he difeharges that truft 
or no. 

y. That if they fhould make the higheft precedents 
of other Parliaments their patterns, there would be no 
caufe to complain of want of modefty or duty in 
them ; that is, they may depofe his Majefty when they 
will, and are not to be blamed for fo doing. 

“ And now, (as if the mere publiftting of their rc- 

folutions would not only prevail with the people, 
** but, in the inftant, deftroy all fpirit and courage in 
“ his Majefty to preferve his own right and honour), 
“ they had fince taken the boldnefs to aflault him 
“ with certain- propofitions ; which they call the moft 

“ neceflary. 
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“ ncrcffliry efFeftual means for tlie removing thofc 
“ jcttloulies and differences between his Majefly and 
“ his people ; that is, that he would be content to 
“ divefl himfclf of all his regal rights and dignities ; 
“ be content with the title of a King, and fuffer them, 
“ according to their diferetion, to govern him and 
“ the kingdom, and to difpofe of his children. How 
“ fuitablc and agreeable this detfrine and thefe de- 
mands were to tlie affedfion of his loving fubjedls, 
“ under whofe truft thefe men pretend to fay and do 
“ thefe monftrous things ; and to defign not only the 
ruin of his perfon, but of monarchy itfelf, (which, 
“ he might juftly fay, was more than ever was offered 
“ in any of his predecelfors’ times ; for though the 
“ perfon of the King hath been fometimes unjuftly 
“ depofed, yet the regal power was never, before this 
“ time, ftruck at), he believes his good fubjedfs would' 
“ find fome way to let them and the world know : 
“ and, from this time, fuch who had been mifled, by 
their ill counfels, to have any hand in the cxecu- 
“ tion of the militia, would fee to what ends tlieir fer- 
vice was defigned ; and therefore, if they Ihould 
“ prefume hereafter to meddle in it, they muft expedl, 
that he would immediately proceed againft tliem as 
“ adfual raifers of fedition, and as enemies to his fo- 
vereign power. 

His Majefly faid, he had done : and fhould now ex- 
«. “ pedt the worfl adtigns thefe meg had power to commit 
“ againft him ; worfe words they could not give him ; 
“ and he doubted not, but the major part of both 
Houfes of Parliament, when they might come toge- 
“ ther with their honour and fafety, (as well thofe 
“ who were furprifed at the paffing of it, and undcr- 
flood not the malice in it, and the confuljon that 

“ muft 
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*’ muft grow by it, if believed ; as tliofe vvlio were ab- 
“ fent, or involved), would fo fir refent the indignity 
“ offered to his Majefty, the diflionour to thcmfelves, 
and the mifehief to the whole kingdom, by that de- 
“ claration ; that they would fpcedily make the foul 
“ contrivers of it inftances of their exemplary jufticc ; 
“ and brand them, and their doftrine, with the marks 
“ of their perpetual fcorn and indignation.” 

Whilft this anfvvcr and declaration of his Majefly’s 
was preparing and publifhing, which was done with 
all imaginable haftc, and to which they made no reply 
till many months after the war was begun, they pro- 
ceeded in all their coimfcls towards the Icffening his 
Majelly, both in reputation and power ; and towards 
the improving their own interefts : for the firft, upon 
the advantage of their former vote, of the King’s in- 
tention to levy war againft his Parliament, in the end 
of May they publiflicd orders, “ That the Sheriffs of 
“ the adjacent counties fhould hinder, and make flay 
“ of all arms and ammunition carrying towards York, 
until they had given notice thereof unto the Lords 
“ and Commons ; and fhould have received their fur- 
“ ther diredlion ; and that they fhould prevent the 
“ coming together of any foldiers, horfe or foot, by 
“ any warrant of his Majefty, without their advice or 
“ confent which they did, not upon any opinion 
that there would be any arms or ammunition carrying 
to his Majefty, they having entirely poffeffed them- 
felves of all his ftores ; or that they indeed believed, 
there was any commiffion or warrant to raife foldiers, 
which they well knew there was not ; but that, by 
this means, their agents in the country (which many 
Sheriffs and Juftices of peace were ; and moft Confta- 
bles, and inferior officers) might, upon this pretence, 
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hinder the refoiting to his Majefty, which they did 
with that induftry, that few perfons, who, forefeeing 
the defign of thofe orders, did not decline the great 
roads, and made not pretences of travelling to fome 
other place, and travelled in any equipage towards 
his Majefty, efcaped without being Ifayed by fuch 
watches : and moft that were fo ftayed, finding it to 
no purpofc to attend the refolution or juftice of the 
Houfes, who always commended the vigilance of their 
minifters, and did not expedl they Ihould be bound 
up by the letter of their orders, made fhift to efcape 
with their own perfons, and were contented to leave 
their horfes behind them ; they who attended to be 
repaired by the juftice of the Houfes, finding fo many 
delays, and thofe delays to be fo chargeable, and 
themfelves expofed to fo many queftions, and fuch an 
inquifition, that they thought their liberty a great , 
prize, whatever they left behind them. 

For the improving their intereft and dependence, 
though they had as much of the affedfion of the city 
as could reafonably be expedfed ; and, by their exer- 
cife of the militia, had united them in a firm bond, 
the communication of guilt ; yet they well under- 
ftood their true ftrength confifted in the rabble of the 
people ; for the greateft part of the fubftantial and 
wealthy citizens, being not of their party, and except 
fome expedient were found out, whereby they might 
be involved, and concerned in their profperity or 
ruin, they thought themfelves not fo much in truth 
poflelied of that city, as they feemed to be. They 
had heard it faid, that Edward IV. of England reco- 
vered the city of London, and by that the kingdom, 
by the vaft debts that he owed there ; men looking 
upon the helping of him to the Crown, as the helping 
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themfelves to their money, which was elfe defperate. 
Upon this ground, they had taken the firft opportu- 
nity of borrowing great fums of them, in the begin- 
ning of this Parliament ; when the richeft and beft 
afFedfed men, upon a prefumption that hereby the 
Scots army would fuddenly march into their own 
country, and the Englifh as foon be dilbanded, cheer- 
fully furnilhed that money. Upon this ground they 
ftill forbore to repay thofe fums, difpofing what was 
brought in upon the bills of fublidy, and other pub- 
lic bills, to other purpofes. And nov^, to make them- 
felves more fure of them, they borrowed another fura 
of loojoool. of them, upon pretence of the great exi- 
gences of Ireland; which was their two-edged fword, to 
lead them into the liberty of laying what imputations 
they thought moft convenient for their purpofes, upon 
the King and Queen ; and to dray^. vvhat money they 
thought lit from the city ; and ferved them now to an- 
other important end, to raife foldiers ; but that fcrvicc 
itfelf, in order to fuppreffing the rebellion there, was 
not, in any degree, advanced. Having, by thefe means, 
thus provided for their main ends, they made the peo- 
ple believe they were preparing propolitions to fend to 
the King ; and the people were yet fo innocent as to be- 
lieve, that they would never fend propolitions that were 
not reafonable : for though the unufual adls which had 
been done by the King, as the going to the Iloufe of 
Commons, and demanding the members there, had put 
them into as unufual apprehenfions ; and thofe, by the 
warrhth and heat of declarations and asfwers, had 
drawn from them, by degrees, another kind of lan- 
guage, than had before been ufed ; yet moft men be- 
lieved, when thofe paffions were digefted, and that 
any propolitions Ihould be made by them, (which the 
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King had long called for and invited), that they 
could not but be fuch, as would open a door for that 
affection, confidence, duty, and truft, upon which the 
peace of the kingdom might be reafonably founded. 
And propofitions they did fend to the King, in the 
beginning of June ; which were prefented to his Ma- 
jclty, with great folemnity, by their committee refi- 
dent there ; which, in this place, are very neceflary to 
be inferted in the very terms in which they were pre- 
fented, as followeth : 


The nine- 
teen propo- 
fitions Tent 
to the King 
by both 
Houfes, 
June 
164^. 


The hutnhle Petition and Advice of both Houfes of 
Parliatnent, with nineteen Proportions and the 
Conclujion, fent unto his Majejiy the fecond of 
June, 164a. 

“ Your Majefty’s moft humble and faithful fub- 
“*je<fts, the Lords And Commons in Parliament, hav- 
“ ing nothing of tmftr thoughts and defires, more pre- 
“ cious and of higher eflieem, next to the honour and 
“ immediate fervice of God, than the juft; and faith- 
“ ful performance of their duty to your Majefty and 
this kingdom ; and being very fenfible of the great 
“ diftradlions and diftempers, and of the imminent 
“ dangers and calamities, which thofe diftradtions and 
“ diftempers are like to bring upon your Majefty, and 
“ your fubjedls ; (all which have proceeded from the 
“ fubtle informations, mifehievous pradlices, and evil 
“ counfels of men difafFedted to God’s true religion ; 
“ your Majefty’s honour and fafety ; and the public 
“ peace, and profperity of your people) ; after a lerious 
“ obfervation of the caufes of thofe mifehiefs, do, in 
“ all humility and fincerity, prefent to your Majefty 
“ their moft dutiful petition and advice : that, out of 
‘ your princely wifdom for the eflablifhing your own 
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“ honour and fafety, and gracious tcndernefs of the 
“ welfare and fecurity of your fubjedds and domi- 
“ nions, you will be pleafed to grant and accept thefe 
“ their humble defires and propofitions, as the moft 
“ necefl'ary and efFedlual means, through God's blef- 
“ fing, of removing thofe jealoufies and clificrences, 
which have unhappily fallen out betwixt you and 
“ your people, and procuring both your Majefty and 
“ them a conllant courfe of honour, peace, and hap- 
“ pinefs. 

The Propojitions. 

I. That the^ Lords and others of your Majefty’s 
“ Privy Council, and fuch great officers and mi- 
“ nilders of ftate, either at home or beyond the 
“ feas, may be put from your Privy Council, and 
“ from thole offices and employments, except- 
ing fuch as lhall be approved by both Houfes 
“ of Parliament : and that the perl'ons, put into 
“ the places and employments of thofe that arc 
“ removed, may be approved of by both Houfes 
“ of Parliament ; and that Privy Counlellors 
“ ffiall take an oath, for the due execution of 
“ their places, in fuch form as ffiall be agreed 
“ upon by both Houfes of Parliament. 

3. “ That the great affairs of the kingdom may not 
“■ be concluded, or tranfadfed, by the advice of 
“ private men, or by any unknown, or unfworn 
“ counfellors but that fuch matters as concern 
“ the public, and are proper for the high court 
“ of Parliament, which is your Majefty’s great 
and fupreme council, may be debated, refolved, 
“ and tranfaefted only in Parliament, and not 
“ elfewhere : and fuch as ffiall prefume to do 
“ any thing to the contrary ffiall be referved to 
VOL.'^I^ p.'a. 3 s “ the 
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“ the cenfure and judgment of Parliament : and 
fuch other matters of ftate, as are proper for 
‘‘ your Majefty’s Privy Council, fliall be debated 
“ and concluded by fuch of the Nobility, and 
“ others, as flrall, from time to time, be chofen 
“ for that place, by approbation of both Houfts 
of Parliament : and that no public adl con- 
“ cerning the affairs of the kingdom, which are 
“ proper for your Privy Council, may be efteemed 
“ of any validity, as proceeding from the royal 
“ authority, unlefs it be done by the advice and 
“ confent of the major part of the Council, at- 
“ telled under their hands : and that your Coun- 
“ cil may be limited to a certain number, not 
exceeding twenty-five, nor under fifteen : and 
“ if any Counfellor's place happen to be void in 
“ the interval of Parliament, it lhall not be fup- 
“ plied without the affent of the major part of 
“ the Council ; which choice flrall be confirmed 
“ at the next fitting of Parliament, or elfe to be 
“ void. 

3. “ 'That the Lord High Steward of England, Lord 
“ High Conftable, Lord Chancellor, or Lord 
Keeper of the Great Seal, Lord Treafurer, 
‘‘ Lord Privy Seal, Earl Marfhal, Lord Admiral, 
*• Warden of the Cinque Ports, chief Governor 
“ of Ireland, Chancellor of the Exchequer, Maf- 
“ ter of the Wards, Secretaries of State, two 
“ Chief Juftices and Chief Baron, may always 
“ be chofen with the approbation of both Houfes 
“ of Parliament ; and, in the intervals of Parlia- 
“ ments, by the aflent of the major part of the 
“ Council, in fuch manner as is before expreffed 
“ in the choice of Counfellors. 


4> “ That 
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4. “ That lie, or tliey, unto whom the government 

“ and education of the King’s children lhall be 
“ committed, fhall be approved of by both 
“ IToufes of Parliament ; and, in the intervals of 
“ Parliament, by the aU’ent of the major part 
of the Council, in fuch manner as is before 
“ exprefl'ed in the choice of Counfellors ; and 
“ that all fuch fervants as arc now about them, 
“ againtt whom both Houles lhall have any jull 
“ exceptions, fliall be removed. 

5. That no marriage fliall be concluded, or treated, 
“ for any of the King’s children, with any fo- 
“ reign prince, or other perfon whatl'oevcr. 
“ abroad or at home, without the confent of 
“ Parliament, under the penalty of a praemunire, 
“ unto fuch as lhall conclude or treat of any 
“ marriage as aforefaid : and that the laid penalty 
“ Riall not be pardoned, or difpenfed with, but 
“ by the confent of both IToufes of Parliament. 

6. “ That the laws in force againft .Tefuits, Priefts, 

“ and Popilh Recufants, be ftridlly put in exe- 
“ cution, without any toleration, or difpenfation 
“ to the contrary : and that fome more effedfual 
“ courfe may be enabled, by authority of Parlia- 
“ ment, to difable them from making any dif- 
‘‘ turbance in the Hate ; or eluding the laws by 
“ trufts, or otherwife. 

7. “ That the votes of Popilh Lords in the Ploufe 

of Peers may be taken away, fo long as they 
“ continue Papifts : and that your Majefty will 
“ confent to fuch a bill, as lliall be drawn, for 
“ the education of the children of Papifts, by 
“ Proteftants, in the Proteftant religion. 

B. “ That your Majefty will be pleafed to confent, 

^ s 2 “ that 
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“ that fuch a reformation be made of the Church- 
“ government and Liturgy, as both Houles of 
“ Parliament fhall advife ; wherein they intend 
“ to have confultations with Divines, as is ex- 
“ preffed in their declaration to tJiat purpolc : 
“ and that your Majefty will contribute your 
“ beft affillance to them, for the railing of a fuf- 
“ ficient maintenance for preaching minifters 
“ through the kingdom : and that your Majefty 
“ will be plcafcd to give your confent to laws for 
“ the taking away of innovations, and fupcrlti- 
“ tion, and of pluralities, and againft fcandalous 
“ minifters. 

p. “ That your Majefty will be pleafed to ref: fatif- 
“ filed with that courfe, that the Lords and Com- 
“ mons have appointed, for ordering of the mili- 
“ tia, until the fame fhall be further fettled by a 
“ bill : and that your Majefty will recall y'our 
“ declarations and proclamations againft the or- 
“ dinance made by the Lords and Commons 
“ concerning it. 

10. “ That fuch members of either Iloufc of Parlia- 

“ ment, as have, during this prefent Parliament, 
been put out of any place and office, may 
“ either be reftored to that place and office, or 
“ otherwife have fatisfadfion for the fame, upon 
“ the petition of that Houfe, whereof he or they 
“ are members. 

11. “That all Privy Counfellors and Judges may- 

“ take an oath, the form whereof to be agreed on 
“ and fettled by a6l of Parliament, for the main- 
taining of the Petition of Right, and of certain 
“ ftatutes made by this Parliament, which fhall 
“ be mentioned by both Houfes of Parliament ; 

“ and 
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“ and that an enquiry of all breaches and viola- 
“ tions of thofe laws may be given in charge by 
“ the Juftices of the King’s Bench every term, 
“ and by the Judges of Affize in their circuits, 
“ and Juftices of the Peace at the feflions, to be 
“ prefented and punifhed according to law. 

1 2. “ That all the Judges, and all the officers, placed 

“ by approbation of both Iloufes of Parliament 
“ may hold their places qnamJlu hene fc gcjferint. 

13. “ That the juftice of Parliament may pafs upon 

all delinquents, whether they be within the 
“ kingdom, or fled out of it : and that all per- 
fons cited by either Houfe of Parliament may 
“ appear, and abide the cenfure of Parliament. 

14. “ That the general pardon, offered by your Ma- 

jefty, may be granted with fuch exceptions, as 
‘‘ ihall be advifed by both Houfes of Parliament. 

IS- “ That the forts and caftles of this kingdom may 
“ be put under the command and cuftody of 
“ fuch perfons, as your Majefty lhall appoint, 
“ with the approbation of your Parliament ; and, 
“ in the intervals of Parliament, with approba- 
“ tion of the major part of the Council, in fuch 
“ manner as is before cxprefled in the choice of 
“ Counfellors. 

16. “ That the extraordinary guards, and military 

“ forces now attending your Majefty, may be re- 
“ moved and difcharged ; and that, for the fu- 
t ture, you wdll raife no fuch guards or extraor- 
“ dinary forces, but, according to t^e law, in 
“ cafe of adlual rebellion, or invafion. ' 

17. “ That your Majefty will be pleafed to enter into 

“ a more ftridt alliance with the ftates of the 

j “ ynip“-d Provinces, and other neighbour princes 

3. s 3 “ aTid 
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“ and Rates of the Proteftant religion, for the 
“ defence and maintenance thereof, againft all 
“ deligns and attempts of the Pope, and his ad- 
“ herents, to fubvert and fupprefs it ; where- 
“ by your Majefty will obtain great accefs of 
Itrcngth and reputation, and your fubjedls be 
“ much encouraged and enabled, in a Parlia- 
“ mentary way, for your aid, and affiftance, in 
“ reftoring your royal lifter, and , her princely if- 
“ fue, to thofe dignities and dominions, which 
belong unto them ; and relieving the other 
“ diftrelled Proteftant princes, who have fuf- 
“ fered in the fame caufe. 

1 8. “ That your Majefty will be pleafed by adf of 

“ Parliament to clear the Lord Kimbolton, and 
the five members of tiie Houfe of Commons, 
“in fuch manner that future Parliaments may 
'• be fccured from the confcquence of that evil 
“ precedent. 

19. “ d'hat your Majefty will be gracioufty pleafed to 

“ pafs a bill for reftraining Peers made hereafter, 
“ from lilting or voting' in Parliament, unlels 
“ they be admitted tliercunto with the confent of 
“ both lloufes of Parliament. 

“ And thefe our humble i^efires being granted 
“ by your Majefty, we fliall forthwith apply our- 
“ ielvcs to regulate your prefent revenue, in fuch 
“ fort as may be for your beft advantage ; and lilcf- 
“ wife to lettle fuch an ordinary and conftant increafe 
“ of it, as fhall be fufticient to fupport your royal dig- 
“ nity in honour, and plenty, beyond the proportion 
“ of any former granfs of the fubjedls of this king- 
“ dom to your Majefty’s royal predec^ellbrs ^we fhall 

“ likewife 
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“ likewife put the town of Hull into fuch hands, as 
“ your Majefty fhall appoint with the confent and 
“ approbation of Parliament ; and deliver up a juft 
account of all the magazine ; and cheerfully employ 
“ the uttermoft of our power and endeavours, in the 
“ real expreffion, and performance of our moft duti- 
“ ful and loyal affedfions, to the preferving and main- 
“ taining the royal honour, greatnefs, and fafety of 
“ your Majefty, and your pofterity.” 

The fame day that thefe articles of depofition were 
palled the Houfes, that his Majefty might Ice how 
unable he was like to be to contend with them, they 
declare^ by an order the fame day, printed, and care- 
fully difperfed, “ that they had received information,” 
(and indeed their informations were wonderful par- 
ticular, from all parts beyond fea, of whatfoever was 
agitated on the King’s behalf ; as well as from his 
court, of whatfoever was defigned, or almoft but 
thought of to himfelf : befides they could pretend 
to receive information of whatfoever would any way 
conduce to their purpofe, true or falfe), “ that the 
“ jewels of the crown (which, they faid, by the law 
of the land ought not to be aliened) were either 
“ pawned or fold in Amfterdam, or fome other parts 
“ beyond feas ; and thereby great fums of money pro- 
“ vided to be returned to York, or to fome of his Ma- 
“ jefty’s fervants or agents, for his Majefty’s ufe : and 
•“ becaulc, they faid, it was more than probable, that 
“ great provifton of moneys, in fuch an extraordinary 
“ way, was to maintain the intended war againft the 
“ Parliament^- and thereby to bring the whole king- 
“ dom into utter ruin, and combuftion ; it was there- 
“ fore declared, by the Lords and Commons in Par- 

3 s 4 “ 1 lament. 
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the two 
Houfes 
againrt: 
pawning 
the jewels 
of the 
crown. 


“ Hamcnt, that whofoever had been, or ihould be, an 
“ a6tor in the felling or pawning of any jewels of the 
“ crown ; or had, or fhould pay, lend, fend, or bring 
“ any money in fpecie into this kingdom, for or 
“ upon any of thofe jewels ; or whofoever had, or 
“ fhould accept of any bill from beyond the feas for 
“ the payment of any fum of money, for or upon any 
“ of thofe jewels, and fhould pay any fum according 
“ to fuch bill, after notice bf that order, without ac- 
“ quainling that Houfe with the ri^ceipt of that bill, 
“ before he accept the fame ; or if he Irad already ac- 
“ cepted any fuch bill, then w'ith the acceptance there- 
“ of, before the payment of the money, every fuch 
“ perfon fhould be held and accounted a promoter 
‘‘ of that intended w^ar, an enemy to the ftate, and 
“ ought to give fatisfadlion for the public damage out 
“ of his own eftate.” 

Upon this confident aflumption, that .it was not 
“ in the King’s power to difpofe the jcVrpIs of the 
“ crow'n ; that whatfoever jewels were offered to be 
“ pawned or fold, by any of the King’s minifters be- 
“ yond the feas, were the jewels of the crown, and no 
“ other ; and that all money, retufned from thence 

for his Majefty’s fervicc, was tBoney fo raifed and 
“ procured they fo much terrified men of all con- 
ditions, that the Queen, having, by the fale of fo®e 
of her own jewels, and by her other dexterity, procured 
fome money for the King’s fupply, could not, in a 
long time, find any means to tranfmit it. However,’ 
this made no impreflion upon the King’s refolution ; 
and th^gh it might have fome influence upon mer- 
dhantly men, yet it ftirred up mofl gentrous minds to 
an indignation on the -King’s behalf; and was new 
evidence, if there had wanted any, what kjncLpf great- 

nefs 
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nefs he was to expe6l from complying with fuch im- 
modeft and extravagant propofers. 

The King was once refolved to have returned no 
anfwcr to them upon thofe propofitions ; but to let 
the people alone to judge of the unreafonablcnefs of 
them, and of the indignity offered to him in the de- 
livery of them ; and that was the rcafon of the fliort 
mention he made of them, in the clofe of his declara- 
tion to theirs of the tw'enty-hxth of May : but he was 
afterwards perfuaded to vouchfafe a further notice of 
them, there being fome particulars popular enough, 
and others, that, at the firft view, feemed not altoge- 
ther ft) derogatory to him, and fo inconvenient to the 
people, as in truth they were ; and that therefore it 
was neceflary to let the people know, that whatfoever 
was reafonable, and might be. beneficial to the king- 
dom, had been for the moft part before offered by 
his Majefty ; and fhould all be readily granted by 
him; and fo to unfold the reft to them, that they 
might difeern their own welfare, and fecurity, to be 
as much endangered by thofe demands, as the King’s 
rights, honour, a^ dignity : fo that, in a fhort time 
after he received them, he fent to the two Houfes, 
and publifhed to the kingdom, his anfwer to thofe 
nineteen propofitions, whereof it will be fufficient to 
re|>eat fome few particulars : 

“ III which he firft remembered them of their 
“ thod, they had obferved in their ppoceedings to- Majefly’s 
“wards him: that they had firft totally fuppreffed 
“ the known law of the land, and denied his power to 
“ be neceflary to the making new, reducJlig: the 

whole to their own declarations, and Angle votes : 

“ that they had peffefled thctfifelves of liis maga- 
“ zineSjJprtj, and militia : that they had fo awed his 

“ fubjedls 
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“ fubjeiSls with purfulvants, long chargeable attend- 
“ ance ; heavy cenfures ; illegal imprifonments ; that 
“ few of them durft offer to prefent their tendernefs 
“ of his Majefty’s fufferings, their own jufl griev- 
“ ances, and their fenfe of thofe violations of the law, 
“ (the birth-right of every fubjedf of tlic kingdom), 
“ though in an humble petition to both Houfes : and 
“ if any did, it was llifled in the birth ; called fedi- 
“ tion ; and burned by the common hangman : that 
“ they had reftrained the attendance of his ordinary 
“ and neceffary houfehold fervants ; and feized upon 
“ thofe fmall fums of money, which his credit had 
“ provided to buy him bread ; ‘With injundlions, that 
no money fhould be fuffered to be conveyed, or re- 
“ turned to his Majefty to York, or to any of his 
“ Peers, or fervants with him ; fo that, in efFcdl, they 
“ had blocked him up in that county : that they had 
“ filled the ears of his people with fears and jealou- 
“ fies, (though taken up upon truft), tales of fkippers, 
“fait fleets, and fuch like; by which alarms -they 
“ might prepare them to receive fuch impreflions, as 
“ might beft adv'ance their defign,*when it fhould be 
“ ripe. And now, it feemed, they thought his AJa- 
“ jelfy fufficiently prepared for thofe bitter pills ; that 
“ he was in a handfome pofture to receive thofe 
humble defires ; which, probably, were inteikled<to 
“ make way for a fuperfoetation of a yet higher na- 
“ ture ; for they did not tell him, this was all. He 
“ faid, he muft obferve, that thofe contrivers, (the 
“ better to advance their true ends), in thofe propofi- 
“ tiom difguifed, as, much as they could, their in- 
“ tents with a mixftir^ of fome things really to be ap- 
“ proved by every httneft man ; others, fpecious and 
“ popular; and fome which were already^ granted by 

“ his 



OF THE REBELLION, &c. 


1003 

his Majcfty : all which were cunningly twilled and 
mixed with thofc other things of their main delign, 

“ of ambition and private intereft, in hope that, at 
tlie firft view, every eye might not fo clearly dif- 
“ cern them in their proper colours. 

“■ His Majefty faid, if the i, 2, 3, 4, 5, 9, 10, 15, 

16, 19, demands had been writ, and printed, in a 
“ tongue unknown to his Majefty and his people, it 
“ nlight have been poflible, that he and they might 
“ have charitably believed the propofttions to be fuch, 
as might have been in order to the ends pretended 
“ in the petition ; to wit, the eftabliftimcnt of his ho- 
“ nour and fafety ; the welfare and fecurity of his 
“ fubje<fts and dominions ; and the removing thofc 
jcaloufies and differences, which were faid to have 
“ unhappily fallen betwixt liis Majefty and his people; 

' “ and procuring both his Majefty and them a con- 
“ ftant courfe of honour, peace, and happinefs ; but 
“ being read and underftood by all, he could not but 
“ aft'ure himfelf, that that profeffion, joined to thofc 
“ propofitions, would rather appear a mockery, and a 
“ fcorn ; the demands being fuch, that he were un- 
“ worthy of the truft repofed in him by the law, and of 
“ his defeent from fo many great and famous ancef- 
“ tors, if he could be brought to abandon that power, 

“ which,.; alone could enable djim to perform what he 
“ was fworn to, in protecting his people, and the 
“laws; and fo afllime others into it, as to divert: 

himfelf of it, although not only his prefent condir 
** tion were more neceflitous than it was, (which it 
“ could hardly be), and he were both vanqui%|d, and 
“ a prifoner, and in a worfe condition than - ever the 
“ moft unfortunate of his predeceffors had been re- 
duced to, by the moft criminal of their fubjcCls ; 

“ and 
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“ and though the bait laid to draw him to it, and to 
“ keep his fubjedts from indication at the mention 
of it, the promifes of a plentiful and unparalleled 
** revenue, were reduced from generals (which fignify 
** nothing) to clear and certain particulars ; lince 
** fuch a bargain would have but too great a refem- 
“ blance of that of Efau’s, if he would part with fuch 
“ flowers of his crown, as were worth all the reft of 
the garland, and had been tranfraitted to him from 
fo many anceftors, and had been found fo ufeful and 
neceflary for the welfare and fecurity of his fub- 
“ je<fts, for any prefent necellity, or for any low and 
fordid confiderations of wealth and gain. And thercr 
“ fore, all men knowing that thofe accommodations 
“ are moft eafily made, and moft exadtly obferved, 
“ that are grounded upon risafonable 3,nd equal con- 
“ ditions, his Majefty had great caufe to believe, that 
the contrivers of thofe propofitiops had no inten- 
tion of fettling any firm accommodation ; but to 
5* increafe thofe .iealouftfis, and widen that divifion, 
which, not by his Majefty’s fault, was now unhap- 
“ pily fallen between him and both Houjfes. 

. ¥ It was alked, that all Lords and 0thers of his 
“ Privy Council, and fuch great and minifters 

of ftate, cither at home or beyond the feas, (fpr, he 
{kid, cailt was taken to leave out nO'perfpn-'^ ipl’ace, 
“ that hisvdifhonour might be fure not bounded 
“ within this kingdom), fhould be put from his Privy 
*• Gotiii^l,. and from thofe offices and employnutnts, 
“ unldfe they fhould be approved by both Hohles of 
how , faithful foever his Majefty had 
to him, and to the public ; an# how ftir 
“ foever ilfeey; had been from offending againft any 
law, the only rule they had, or any others ought to 

“ have, 
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“ have, to walk by. His Majefty therefore to that 
“ part of that demand returned this anfwer ; Tliat he 
“ was willing to grant, that they fhould take a larger 
“ oath, than they themfelves deiired in their eleventh 
“ demand, for maintaining not of any part, but the 
“ whole law. And, he faid, he had, and did affure 
“ them, that he would be careful to make eledlion of 
“ fuch perfons in thofe places of truft, as had given 
“ good teftimonies of their abilities and integrities, 

“ and againft whom there could be no juft caufe of 
“ exception, whereon reafonably to ground a difti- 
“ dence : that if he had, or fhould be miftaken in his 
« eleiftion, he had, and did allure them, that there 
“ was no man fo near to him, in place or affe6tion, 

“ whom he would not leave to the juftice of the law, 

“ if they fhould bring a particular charge, and fuffi- 
“ cient proof againft him : that he had given them a 
triennial Parliament, (the beft pledge of the eftc(fts 
“ of fuch a promife on his part, and the beft fecurity 
“ for the performance of their duty on theirs), the ap- 
“ prehenfion of whofe juftice would, in all probabi- 
“ lity, make them wary how they provoked it, and 
his Majefty wary, how he chofe fuch as, by the 
“ difeovery of their faults, might in any degree 
“ feem to diferedit his election ; but that w'ithout 
any fhadow of a fault objefted, only perhaps be- 
“ caufe they follow their confciences, and preferve 
“ the eftablifhed laws, and agree not in fucli votes, or 
“ aflent not to fuch bills, as fome perfons, w'ho had 
“ then too great an influence even upon both Houfts, 
judged, or feemed to judge, to be for the public 
“ good, wid as were agreeable to that new Utopia of 
religion and government, into which they endca- 
“ voured to transform this kingdom, (for, he faid, hr 
remembered what names, and for what rcafons, they 

“ left 
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‘‘ left out in the bill offered him concerning the mili- 
“ tia, which they had themfclves recommended in the 
ordinance), he would never confent to the difplac- 
“ ing of any, whom for their former merits from, and 
“ affection to his Majefty and the public, he had en- 
“ trufted ; fince, he conceived, that to do fo would 
“ take away both from the attedfion of his fervants, 
“ and care of his fervice, and the honour of his juf- 
“ tice ; and, he faid, he the more wondered that it 
Ihould be alked by them, lince it appears by the 
twelfth demand, that themfelves counted it reafon- 
“ able, after the prefent turn was ferved, that the 
“judges and officers, who were then placed, might 
“ hold their places, quamd'iu fe hem gejfennt : and he 
“ was refolved to be as careful of thofe whom he 
had , chofen, as they were of thofe they would 
“ choofe ; and to remove none, till they appeared 
“ to him to have otherwife behaved themfelves, or 
“ ffiould be evicted, by legal proceedings, to have 
“ done fo. ' 

“ But, his Majefty faid, that demand, as unreafon- 
“ able as it was, was but one link of a great chain, 
“ and but the firft round of that ladder, by which his 
“ Majefty’s juft, ancient, regal power was endea- 
“ voured to be fetched down to the ground ; for it 
“ appeared plainly that it was not with the perfons 
“ now chofen, but wdth his Majefty’s chooling, that 
“ they were difplcafed : for they demanded, that the 
“ perfons put into the places and employments of 
“ thofe, who ftiould be removed, might be approved 
“ by both Houfes ; which was fo far from being lefs 
than'' the power of nomination, that of two things, 
“ of which he would never grant either, he would 
“ fooner be content, that they Ihould nominate, and he 
“ approve, than they approve, and his Majefty nomi- 

“ nate ; 



OF THE REBErji.ION, Sec. 


1007 

“ nate ; the mere nomination being fo far from being 
“ any thing, that if he could do no more, he would 
“ never take the pains to do that ; wiien he fhould 
“ only hazard whom he efteemed to the fcorn of a re- 
“ fufal, if they happened not to be agreeable not only 
“ to the judgment, but to the paffion, intereft, or hu- 
“ mour of the prefent major part of either Houfe : 

not to fpeak of the great huflions, animollries, and 
“ divifions, which that power would introduce in both 
“ Houfes, and in the feveral counties for the choice of 
“ perfons to be fent to that place, where that power 
“ was ; and between the perfons that were fo chofen. 

“ Neitlier was that ftrange potion preferibed to him 
“ only for once, for the cure of a prefent, preffing, 

“ defperate difeafe ; but for a diet to him, and his 
“ pofterity. It was demanded, that his counfellors, 

“ all chief officers both of law and ftate, commanders 
“ of forts and caftles, and all peers hereafter made, 
be approved of, that is chofen, by them from time 
“ to time ; and rather than it fhould ever be left to 
“ the Crown, (to whom it only did and flrould be- 
“ long), if any place fall void in the intermilfion of 
“ Parliament, the major part of the approved Council 
“ was to approve them. Neither was it only de- 
“ manded that his Majefty fliould quit the power and 
“ right his predeceffors had had of appointing perfons 
“ in thofe places ; but for Counfellors, he was to be 
“ reflrained, as well in the number as in the perfons ; 

“ and a power mull: be annexed to thofe places, which 
‘‘ their predeceflbrs had not. And, indeed, if that power 
were palled to them, he faid, it would not be fit he 
“ fhould be trufted to choofe thofe, who were to be 
“ trufted as much as himfelf. 

“ He told them, to grant their demands in the 

“ manner 
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“ manner they propofed them, that all matters that 
“ concerned the public, See. fhould be refolved, and 
“ tranfafted only in Parliament, and fuch other mat- 
“ ters of {fate, &c. by the Privy Council fo chofen, 
‘‘ was in effc6f at once to depofe himfelf, and his pof- 
“ tcrity. He laid, many expreilions in their demands 
had a greater latitude of lignification, than they 
“ feemed to have ; and that it concerned his Majefty 
“ therefore the more, that they Ihould fpeak out ; 
“ that both he, and his people, might either know the 
“ bottom of their demands, or know them to be ^ot 
“ tomlefs. Notliing more concerned the public, and 
was indeed more proper for the high court of Par- 
liament, than the making of laws ; which pot only 
“ ouffht there to be tranfadfed, but could be tranf- 
adfed no where elfc. But then they muff admit 
“ his Majelfy to be a part of the Parliament ; they 
“ muff not (as the fenfe was of that part of that de- 
“ mand, if it had any) deny the freedom of his an- 
“ fwer, when he had as much right to rejedf what he 
“ thought unreafonable, as they had to propofe what 
“ they thought convenient, or necelTary. Nor was it 
“ poflible his anfwers, cither to bills, or any other 
propofitions, fhould be wholly free, if he might not 
“ ufe the liberty, that every one of them, and every 
“ fubjedf took, to receive advice (without their dan- 
“ ger who fhould give it) from any perfon known or 
“ unknown, fworn or unfworn, in thofe matters in 
“ which the manage of his vote is truffed, by the law, 
“ to his own judgment and confcience ; which how 
“ bell to inform was, and ever fhould be, left likewife 
“ to him. He faid, he would always, with due con- 
“ lideration, weigh the advices both of his Great, and 
“ Privy Council : yet he Ihould likewife look on their 

“ advices, 
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“ advices, as advices, not as commands, or impoli- 
tions ; upon them, as his counfellors, not as his tu- 
“ tors, or guardians ; and upon himfelf, as their king, 
not as their pupil, or ward : for, he faid, whatfo- 
“ ever of regality was, by the modefty of interpreta- 
tion, left in his Majefty, in the firft part of the fe- 
“ cond demand, as to the Parliament, was taken from 
“ him in the fccond part of the fame, and placed in 
“ that new-fangled kind of counfellors, whofe power 
“ vKfts fuch, and fo expreffed by it, that in all public 
“ a<fts concerning the aflairs of the kingdom, which 
“ are proper for the Privy Council, (for whofe advice 
“ all public acSIs are fometimes proper, though never 
“ neceflary), they were defired to be admitted joint 
“ patentees with his Majefty in the regality. And it 
“ was not plainly exprefled, whether they meant his 
“ Majefty fo much as a ftngle vote in thofe affairs ; 

but it was plain they meant him no more, at moft, 
“ than a ftngle vote in theuiij and no more power, 
“ than every one of the reft of his fellow counfellors.” 

And fo after a fliarp difeourfe, and explanation of 
the unreafonablenefs of the fevcral demands, or the 
greateft part of them, and the confufion that, by con^- 
fenting thereunto, would redound to the fubjeft in ge- 
neral, as well as the dlfhonour to his Majefty, (which 
may be read, at large by itfelf), he told them, “ to 
“ all thofe unreafonablc demands, his anfwer was, 
“ Nohimus leges Anglia muiari ; but reneyi'ed his pro- 
“ mife to them, for a very punctual and ftri6l obfer-^ 
“ vation of the known laws eftablifhed ; to, , which 
“ purpofc he was willing an oath flrould be framed by 
“ them, and taken by all his Privy Counfellors. And 
“ for any alteration in the government of the Church, 
“ that a national fynod fliould be c.alled. to propofe 
.. ; VOL. I., P. 2. 3 'P ” wlial 
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“ what fliould be found ncceflary or convenient : and 
“ that, for the advancement of the Proteftant religion 
** againft the Papifts, they had not propofed fo mucli 
“ to his Majelfy, as he was willing to grant, or as 

“ he had himfelf offered before. He concluded with 

conjuring them, and all men, to reft fatisfied with 
“ the truth of his Majefty’s profeffions, and the reality 
“ of his intentions ; and not to afk fuch things as 

“ denied themfelves : that they would declare againft: 

“ tumults, and punifh the authors : that they would 
“ allow his Majefty his property in his towns, arms, 
“ and goods ; and his fhare in the legiflative power ; 

which would be counted in him not only breach of 
“ privilege, but tyranny, and fubverfion of Parlia* 
ments, to deny to them : and, when they fhould have 
given him fatisfacftion upon thofe perfons, who had 
taken away the one, and recalled thofe declarations, 
“ (particularly that of the twenty- fixth of May ; and 
“ thofe in the pointitof the militia, his juft rights 
“ wherein he would no more part with, than with his 
“ crown, left he enabled others by them to take that 
“ from him), which would take away the other ; and 
“ declined the beginnings of a war againft his Ma- 
“ jefty, under pretence of his intention of making one 
" againft them ; as he had never oppofed the firft 
“ part of the thirteenth demand, fo he would be ready 
“ to concur with them in the latter j and being then 
confident, that the credit of thofe men, who defire 
a general corabuftion, would be fo weakened with 
thetn, that they would not be able to do this 
“ kingdom apy more hurt, he would be willing to 
grant his general pardon, with fuch exceptions as 
“ fhould be thought fit ; and fhould receive much 
more joy in the hope of a full and copftant happi- 

“ nefs 
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nefs of his people in the true religion, and under 
“ the protedlion of the law, by a blefled union be- 
“ tween his Majefty and his Parliament, than in any 
“ fuch increafe of his own revenue, how much foever 
“ beyond former grants, as (when his fubjefts were 
“ wealthieft) his Parliament could have fettled upon 
“ his Majefty.” 

Though the King now lived at York in a much 
more princely condition, than he could have hoped to 
have done near London ; and had fo great a train 
and refort of the nobility and gentry, that there was 
not left a fifth part of the Houfe of Peers at Weft- 
minfter ; and truly I do not believe, that there was near 
a moiety of the Houfe of Commons who continued 
there ; yet his Majefty made no other ufe, for the 
prefent, of their prefence with him, and of their ab- 
fence from the two Houfes, than to have fo many the 
more, and the more credible witnefles of his counfels 
and carriage ; and to undeceive the people by his 
clear anfwers to all the fcandals and reproaches which 
were laid on him, and by his ample profeffions and 
proteftations of his fincere zeal to religion and juf- 
tice ; and to make it appear to them, how far the qua- 
lity and the number of thofe who thought, or feemed 
to think, othetwife, was, from what they might ima- 
gine it to be. And it cannot be denied, but tJie peo- 
ple were every day vifibly reformed in their under- 
ftandings, from the fuperftitious reverence they had 
paid the two Houfes ; and grew fenftble of their duty 
to the King, and of thofe invafions which were offered 
to his regal dignity. > 

On the other fide, the tw^o Houfes flackened not 
their pace a jot, proceeded with great and unufual 
Iharpnefo againft thofe members who were gone to 
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the King; proclaiming fome of them by name “to 
“ be enemies to the kingdom,” and, by a formal judg- 
ment, fcntencing nine Peers together, “ to be incapa- 
“ ble of fitting again in Parliament, whilft this fiiould 
“ continue the Houfe of Commons having carried 
up an impeachment of mifdemeanors againft them, 
(which was as illegal in point of juftice, and as extra- 
vagant in point of privilege, as any thing they could 
do), “ for being abfent, and refufing to attend, upon 
“ a fummons from the Houfe of Peers and upon 
their own members they impofed a fine of lool. 
apiece, on every one who was gone to the King, and 
upon thofe, who being in other places, they thought 
were well affedled to his fervice ; yet, left they ftiould 
upon this proceeding return again, to difturb and 
crofs their counfels, they provided, “ that no man, 
“ upon whom that fentence fell, ftiould fit again in 
“ the Houfe (though he paid his fine) till he had 
“ been examined by a committee, and fo given the 
“ Houfe fatisfarftion in the caufe of his abfence.” 
And, by thofe means, they thought both to remove 
the fcandal, that fo many members were abfent, and 
to prevent any inconvenience too, that might befal 
them by their return. -.For they well knew, if the 
members of both Houfe’s were obliged to a conftant 
and ftridl attendance, it would not be poflible that 
they could compafs their mifehievous defigns. 
r-topofitions Then they profecuted their great bufinefs of the 
ofboTh"* militia, not only near London, where they were in 
bring^gTn no danger of oppofition, ,but in thofe northern coun- 
piTcfor** Maj^;dl:y> as Leicefterfhire, Gheftiire, Lin- 

maintam- colnftiircj wfaere whofoeveT refufed to give obedience 
June to thkep, dr publiflied the King’s proclamation againft 
their proceedings, (for the King had yet praeftifed no 

. expedient 
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expedient to prevent the growth of that mifchief, but 
the publilhing his proclamation againft it), were fent 
for as delinquents ; and not fatisfied herewith, that 
they might be as well able to pay an army, as they 
found they fhould be to raife one, on the tenth of 
June (for the time will be very necedary to be re- 
membered, that it may be the better ftated, who took 
up the dcfenfive arms) they publilhed propofitions, 
“ for the bringing in of money or plate to maintain 
“ horfe, horfemen, and arms, for the prefervation of 
“ the public peace, and for the defence of the King 
“ and both Houfes of Parliament ; the reafons and 
“ grounds whereof they declared to be the King’s in- 
“ tention to make war againft his Parliament ; that, 
under pretence of a guard for his perfon, he had 
“ adfually begun to levy forces, both' of horfe and 
“ foot ; and fent out fummons throughout the county 
“ of York, for tire calling together of greater num- 
“ bers ; and fome ill affedled perfons, in other parts, 
“ had been employed to raife troops, under the colour 
“ of his Majefty’s fervice ; making large offers of rc- 
“ ward and preferment to fuch as would come in : 
“ that his Majefty did, with a high and forcible hand, 
“ protedl and keep away delinquents, not permitting 
“ them to make their appearance to anfwer fuch af- 
“ fronts and injuries, as had been by them offered to 
“the Parliament; and thofe meffengers, which had 
“ been fent from the Houfes for them, had been 
“ abufed, beaten, and imprifoned, fo as the orders 
“ of Parliament, the higheft court of juftke ih the 
“ realm, were not obeyed ; and the ijefthbrlly df it was 
“ altogether fcorned and vilified ; and fetch perfons 
“ as ftood well affedled to it, and declared themfelves 
“ fenfible of thofe public calamities, and of the viola- 

3 T 3 “ tions 
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tions of the privileges of Parliament, and common 
“ liberty of the fubjeft, were baffled, and injured by 
fever^l forts of malignant men, who were about the 
“ King ; fome whereof, under the name of Cavaliers, 
“ without having refpeft to the laws of the land, or 
“ any fear either of God or man, were ready to com- 
“ mit all manner of outrage and violence ; which muft 
needs tend to the diffolution of the government ; 
the deftruftion of their religion, laws, liberties, pro- 
“ perties ; all which would be expofed to the malice 
“ and violence of fuch defperate perfons, as muft be 
employed in fo horrid and unnatural an adV, as the 
“ overthrowing a Parliament by force ; which was 
“ the fupport and prefervation of them. Thofe par- 
ticulars, they faid, being duly conlidered by the 
“ Lords and Commons, and how great an obligation 
“ lay upon them, in honour, confcience, and duty, 
according to the high truft repofed in them to ufe 
“ all poffible means, in fuch cafes, to prevent fo great 
“ and irrecoverable evils, they had thought fit to 
“ publifh their fenfe and apprehenfian of that trami- 
“ nent danger ; thereby to ejtcite all well-affe<ftcd per- 
“ fons to contribute their beft alfiftance, according to 
“ their folemn vow and proteftation, to the prepara- 
“ tions necelfary for the oppofing and fuppreffing 
of the traitorous attempts of thofe wicked and naa- 
lignant counfellors, who fought to engage the King 
“ in fo dangerous and deftrudtive an enterprife, and 
“ the whole kingdom in a civil war ; and deftroy the 
“ privileges and being of Parliaments. 

“ This lecouj^jp to the good affedtions of thofe, 
“ that tender their religion and juft liberties, and the 
“ enjoyment of the ^^leffed fruits of this.preffnt Par- 
“ liament, which were, almoft ready to be rcajped, and 

“ were 
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“ were now as ready to be ruined by thofe wicked 
“ hands, being, they faid, the only remedy left them 
“ under God ; and without which they were no Ion-- 
ger able to preferve themfelves, or thofe by whom 
“ they were entrufted : therefore they declared, that 
“ whofoever would bring in any proportion of ready 
“imoney or plate, or would underwrite to furnifh and 
“ maintain any number of horfe, horfemen, and arms, 

“ for the prefervation of the public peace, and for 
“ the defence of the King, and both Houfes of Par- 
liament, from force and violence, and to uphold 
“ the power and privileges of Parliament, according to 
“ his proteftation ; it fhould be held a good and ac- 
“ ceptable fervice to the commonwealth, and a tefti- 
“ mony of his good affedlion to the Proteftant reli- 
gion, the laws, liberties, and peace of the kingdom ; 

“ and' to the Parliament, and privileges thereof. And 
“ they , further declared, that whofoever brought in 
“ money or plate, or furnifhed and maintained horfe, 

“ horfemen, and arms, upon thefe propofitions, and to 
thofe purpofes, fhould be repaid their money with 
“ intereft of eight />er cent ; for which they did en- 
“ gage the public faith, and they appointed the Guild- 
“ hall in London for the place whither this money 
“ or plate fhould be brought ; and four Aldermen of 
‘‘ London to be their treafurers for the receiving the 
“ fame ; and likewife other confiding men to re- 
“ ceive and prize fuch horles and arms, as fhould be 
“ brought in for their fervice. And, laftly, for their 
“ better encouragement, the members of both Houfes 
“ appointed a folemn day to fet down their own fub- 
“ fcriptions which they performed liberally. 

Moft of thofe who abhorred their impious defigns, 
not thinking it lawful for them to be prefent at fuch 

3x4 confulta- 
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confultations, withdrew before the day came, or ab- 
fented themfelves then. But many had the courage 
to be prefent, and ftoutly to refufe what they thought 
they could not honeftly confent to. Sir Henry Killi- 
grew, who was a remarkable enemy to all their de- 
vices, being called upon, told them, “ if there were 
“ occafion, he would provide a good horfe, and a 
“ good fword ; and made no queftion but he fhould 
find a good caufe.” But, within very few days, 
both he, and all thofe who were taken notice of for 
refufing, found it fafeft for them to leave the town ; 
there being very vifibly great animofity againfi them 
both within and without the walls. And a gentle- 
man of good quality aflured me afterwards, that, 
within few days after he had refufed to fubferibe, he 
was privately advifed by one of the other faction, who 
yet retained fame kindnefs to him, “ to leave the 
“ town, left his brains were beaten out by the boys in 
“ the ftreets.” And many of thofe who too impo- 
tently defired not to be looked upon as refradfory 
perfons, and had pleafed themfelves with fubferibing 
more articulately for the defence of the King’s perfon, 
found it afterwards neceflary to fupply whatfoever 
they had ftibfcribed, to be employed that way as was 
declared to be for the defence of the King’s perfon, 
whatfoever their intention was at firft, or their opi- 
nion after. And it is hardly crediblCi what a vaft 
proportion of plate was brought in to their treafurers 
within ten days; there being hardly men enough to 
receive it, or room to lay it in ; and the throng being 
fo great of the bringers, thar, in two days attendance, 
ipany could not , be difeharged of their feditious offer- 
ings. And, the very next day after *hefe propofi- 
tioMS, they further ordered, “ that there fhould be a 

“ ftridl 
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fearch and examination made by the juftices 
“ of peace, mayors, bailiffs, and conftables, near all 
“ the northern roads, for the feizing all horfes for fcr- 
vice in the wars, or great faddles, that fhould be 
carried towards the rtorth parts of England, without 
“ the privity or direction of one or both Houfes of 
“ Parliament;” which was a great improvement of 
their former brder, which extended only to arms and 
ammunition ; though, the truth is, the dexterity and 
fpirit of their miniflers, who knew their meaning, 
made the former almoft as inconvenient and danger- 
ous to paffengers, as the latter. 

It was by many impatiently wondered at then, and, 

BO doubt, will be more cenfured hereafter, that, not- 
withftanding all thefe invafions, and breaches upon 
the regal power, and all thefe vaft preparations to de- 
hroy him, the King, hitherto, put not himfelf into a 
pofture of fafety; or provided for the reliftance of 
that power which threatened him; and which, he 
could not but know, intended whatfoever it hath fince 
done : and though they had not yet formed an army, 
and chofen a general, yet, he well knew, they had 
materials abundantly ready for the firft, and par- 
ticular, digefted refolutions in the fecond; which 
they could reduce to public adls, whenfoever they 
pkafed. It is very true, he did know all this, and the 
unfpeakable hazards he run, in not preparing againft 
it. But the hazards, which prefented thcmfclvcs unto 
him on the other fide, were not lefs prodigious : he had 
a very great appearance of the. Nobility ; and not only 
of thofe, who had from the beginning walked and 
governed themfelves by the rules the law prefcribed, 
and, in that refpeA , were unblameable to King and peo- 
ple ; but' of others, who had paffionately and peevifhiy 
- • (to 
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(to fay no worfe) concurred in all tlie moft violent 
votes and aftions, which had been done from the be- 
ginning : for, befides the Lord Spencer, (who had 
been chofen their Lieutenant of Northamptonfhire, but 
was recovered to a right underftanding, of which he 
was very capable, by his uncle the Earl of Southamp- 
ton), the Lord Paget likewife, who had contributed 
all his faculties to their fcrvice, and to the prejudice 
of the King’s, from before the beginning of the Parlia- 
ment ; had been one of their teizers to broach thofe 
bold high overtures foberer men were not, at firft, wil- 
ling to be feen in ; and had been, as a man moft worthy 
to be confided in, chofen Lord Lieutenant of one of 
the moft confiding counties, the county of Bucking- 
ham, (w'here he had, with great folemnity and pomp, 
executed their ordinance, in defiance of the King’s 
proclamation), and had fubferibed a greater number 
of horfes for their fervice, upon their propofitions, 
than any other of the fame quality ; convinced in his 
confcience, fled from them, and befought the King’s 
pardon : and, for the better manifefting the tender- 
nefs of his compundlion, and the horror he had of his 
former guilt, he frankly difeovered whatfoever he had 
known of their counfels; and aggravated all the ill 
they had done, with declaring it to be done to worfe 
and more horrid ends, than many good men believed 
to be poftihlc fewr them to propofe to themfelves. 

Notwithftanding, this glorious convention was ra- 
ther sm oraament to his court, than any great advan- 
tage to his counfid*’^ and: the ufe of them more to 
difere^t the fmall nwnainder at Weftminfter, and that 
the people might; foe the number and quality of the 
diflTeflters, than that they contrived any thing to the ac- 
tive improvement of hia affairs ; every man thinking it 
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high merit in him, that he abfented himfelf from the 
company and place, where all the mifchief was done ; 
and that the keeping himfelf negatively innocent, was 
as much as he owed his King and country. I am 
willing to impute it to the drowfy and unadlive ge- 
nius of the kingdom, (contradVed by long eafe and 
quiet), which fo much abhorred the thoughts of a 
civil war, that it thought a lively and vigorous prepa- 
ration againft it, was to invite it : and there were very 
few of all the great Lords, who did attend upon the 
King, who did not declare, “ that the Parliament 
“ durft not in truth (whatever fhews they made in 
“ hope to fhake his Majefty’s conftancy) make a war; 

“ and if they fhould attempt it, the people would 
“ unanimoufly rife for the King, who would be moft 
‘‘ fafe by not intending his own fafety. Whereas, if 
“ he raifed forces, the Parliament would procure 
“ themfelves to be believed, that it was to overthrow 
religion, and fupprefs the laws and liberties of the 
“ people.'* They who were of another opinion, and 
could have fpoken more reafon, held it not fafe to 
exprefs themfelves but in the King’s own ear ; there 
being in the great council of the Peers, who, for ftate, 
were frequently aflembled, and by whom in truth the 
King then defired to have tranfa£led all things of mo- 
ment, fome who were not good counfjl-keepers, and 
others who were looked upon, and believed to be fpies 
upon the reft. But that which made the thought of 
railing forces (whatever arguments there were for it) 
abfolutely unreafonable, was, that the King had no 
poffibility to procure either arnw, or munition, but 
from Holland ; from whence he daily cxpe(9ied fup- 
ply ; and till that arrived, let his provocations and 

fuftcrings 
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fufFerings be what they could be, he was to fubmit, 
and bear it patiently. 

In the mean time, for a ground of further proceed- 
ing upon occalion, the King delired the Peers in 
council to fet down in waiting the affronts and vio- 
lence, which had been offered to them at London, by 
which their prefence in the great council of the king- 
dom was rendered both unfafc and difhonourable ; 
the which they the more willingly condefcendcd to, 
for that the London pamphlets already afperfed thtm, 
as dcferters of the Parliament, and betrayers of the 
liberty of their country : an inftrument being drawn 
up, and agreed upon between them, in which they 
fet down “ the tumults, and the violence offered to 
“ particular perfons in thofe tumults ; the threats and 
“ menaces of the rabble at 'the doors of the Houfe, 
when they had a mind any exorbitant thing fhould 
“ pafs j the breach and violation of the old orders 
“ anci rules of Parliament, whilft matters were in de- 
“ bate, and the refuraing matters again in a thin 
“ Houfe ; and reverhng, waving, or contradidlihg re- 
‘‘ folutions made in a full Houfe ; and, laftly, Mr. 
“ Hollis’s coming to the bar, and demanding the 
“ names of thofe Lords who refufed to confent to the 
militia, when the multitude without menaced and 
“ threatened all thofe diffenters after which, they 
laid, ** they conceived they could not be prefent 
“ there with honour, freedom, or fafety ; and there- 
fore forbore to be any more prefent ; and fo all 
“ thofe votes, conclitfions, and declarations had plUl^d, 
“ which had begot thofe diftraftions’ throughout* the 
kingdom.” Aif'd this they delivered to the King, 
figned under their hands. And yet, (which is a fuf- 

ficient 
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ficient inftance how unendued men were with that 
fpirit and courage, which was requilite), the next day 
after the delivery, many Lords came to his Majefty, 
and befought him, “ that he would by no means pub- 
“ lidi that paper, but keep it in his own hands fome 
of them faying, “ that, if it were publifhed, they 
“ would difavow it fo that material and weighty 
evidence, which then might have been of fovereign 
ufe to the King, was rendered utterly inefFedlual to 
his fervdcc ; his MajeUy finding it neceflary to en- 
gage his princely word to them, “ never to make it 
‘‘ public without their confent which he ])erformed 
moft pundlually ; and fo, to this day, it was never 
divulged. 

To make fome little amends for this want of met- 
tle, (for it proceeded from nothing elfe, they being 
moft fhy in fubferibing, and moft paffionate againft 
publilhing, who were of un'queftionable aftedlion to 
his Majefty, and integrity to his caufe), and tliat the 
world might fee there was a combination among 
good men, to affift his Majefty in the defence of 
the law, as well as there was againft both by 
others ; upon the King’s declaring himfelf fully in 
council, where all the Peers were prefent, that, Hp ^ajen 

. ty dccla- 

“ as he would not require or exadb any obedi- ration to 
“ ence from them, but what firould be warranted attending 
“ by the known law of the land; fo he did expedl 
“ that they would not yield to any commands not le- ‘3* 

gaily grounded, or impofed by any other : that he 
“ would defend every one of them, and all fuch as 
“ fhould refufe any fuch commands, whether they 
“ proceeded from votes and orders of both Houfes, 

“ or any other way, from all dangers and hazards 
“ whatfoever. That his Majefty would defend the 
' “ true 
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true Protcftant religion, eftablifhed by the law of 
the land ; the lawful liberties of the fubjetfls of 
“ England ; and juft privileges of all the three eftates 
“ of Parliament ; and would require no further obe- 
“ dience from them, than as accordingly he fhould 
“ perform the fame : and his Majefty did further de- 
“ dare, that he would not, as was falfely pretended, 
“ engage them, or any of them, in any war againft 
“ the Parliament ; except it were for his neceflary 
“ defence and fafety, againft fuch as did infolently 
invade or attempt againft his Majefty, or fuch as 
“ fhould adhere to his Majefty all the Peers en- 
The gaged themfelves, “ not to obey any orders or com- 
Lordwnd “ maods whatfoever, not warranted by the known 
thaeupon. “ laws of the land ; and to defend his Majefty ’s per- 
“ fon, crown, and dignity, together with his juft and 
“ legal prerogative, againft all perfons and power 
whatfoever : that they would defend the true Pro- 
“ teftant religion, eftablilhed by the law of the land ; 
“ tl»e lawful liberties of the fubjtdl of England ; and 
“ juft privileges of his Majefty, and both his Houfes 
‘‘ of Parliament : and, laftly, they engaged themfelves 
“ not to obey any rule, order, or ordinance whatfo- 
“ ever, concerning any militia, that had not the royal 
“ alTent.'” 

This being fubfcribed by their Lordlhips w'as, with 
their confent, immediately printed, and carefully di- 
vulged over the kingdom, bearing date at York the 
thirteenth of June, 164a, with the names of the fub* 
fcribers. Two days after, his Majefty in council tak- 
ing notice of the rumours fpread, and informations 
given, which might induce many to believe, that his 
Majefty intended to make war againft his Paidiament, 
“ profelTed before God, and faid, be decflared to all 

“ the 
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the world, that he always had, and did abhor allHisMajef- 
fuch deligns, and defired all his Nobility and Coun- ratiot^and 
cil, who were there upon the place, to declare, whe- 
“ ther they had not been witnefles of his frequent and 

^ ^ avowing 

earneft declarations and profeffions to that purpofe : ‘"ten- 
“ whether they faw any colour of preparation orraiOngwar, 
“ counfels, that rnight reafonably beget a belief of 
“ any fuch delign ; and whether they were not fully 
“ perfuaded, that his Majefty had no fuch intention : 

“ but that all his endeavours, according to his many 
“ profeffions, tended to the firm and conftant fettle- 
“ ment of the true Proteftant religion ; the juft pri- 
“ vileges of Parliament ; the liberty of the fubje<ft ; 
the law, peace, and profperity of this kingdom.” 

Whereupon all the Lords and Counfellors prefent 
unanimoufly agreed, and did fign a paper in thefe 
words ; 

We, whofe names are under written, in obedience The decia. 
to his Majefty’s defire, and out of the duty which proTefli^f 
we owe to his Majefty’s honour, and to truth, being 
here upon the place, and witnefles of his Majefty’s 
“ frequent and earneft declarations and profeflions ofeffett. 

“ his abhorring all defigns of making war upon his 
“ Parliament ; and not feeing any colour of prepara- 
“ tions or counfels, that might reafonably beget the 
“ belief of any fuch defigns, do profefs before God, 

‘‘ and teftify to all the world, that we arc fully per- 
fuaded that his Majefty hath no fuch intention : 

“ but that all his endeavours tend to the firm and 
“ conftant fettlement of the true Proteftant religion ; 

“ the juft privileges of Parliament ; the liberty of the 
“ fubjeft ; the law, peace, and profperity of this 
“ kingdom.” Which teftiraony and declaration was 
fubferibed by 
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Ld. Littleton, Ld. Keeper. 
Marquis of Hertford. 

Earl of Southampton. 

Earl of Devonihire. 

Earl of Clare. 

Earl of Monmouth. 

Earl of Carnarvan. 

Lord Willoughby of Erelby, 
Lord Newark. 

Lord Rich. 

Lord Coventry. 

Lord Capel. 

Lord Falkland. 


Duke of Richmond. Earl of I/iiidfcy. 

Earl of Cumberland. Earl of Rath. 

Earl of Salifbury. Earl of Dorfet, 

Earl of Cambridge. Earl of Northampton. 
El. of Weftmoreland. Earl of Brillol. 


Fiarl Rivers. 

Earl of Newport. 
Ld. Grey of Ruthin 
liOrd Pawlett. 

Lord Savil. 

Lord Dunfmore, 


Earl of Berk (hi re. 

Earl of Dover. 

Ld. Mowbray, and Martravcr^i, 
Lord Howard of Charlcton 
Lord Lovelace. 

Lord Mohun. 

Lord Seymour. 

Sir P. Wich, Controller. Secretary Nicholas. 

Sir J.Colepepper, Chan. Exch. Ld. Ch. Julfice Banks. 


This teftimony of the Lords and Counfellors was 
immediately printed, and publifhed, together with a 
declaration of his Majefty’s ; in which he faid, 

His Majef- “ That thougli he had, in the laft feven months, 
tfonthere^“ ftiet with fo many fevetal encounters of ftrange and 
“pon- c£ unufual declarations, under the name of both his 
“ Houfes of Parliament, that he fhould not be amazed 
“ at any new prodigy of that kind ; and though their 
“ laft of the twenty-fixth of May gave him a fair 
warning that, the contrivers of it having fpent all 
“ their ftock of bitter and reproachful language upon 
“ him, he was now to expedl they fhould break out 
“ into fome bold and difloyal atffions againft him : 
“ and, having by that declaration, as f^r as in them 
lay, divefted his Majefty of that preeminence and 
authority, which God, the law, the cuftom and 
“ confent of this nation had placed in him, and af- 
“ fumed it to themfelves, tliat they Ihould likewife, 
with expedition, put forth the fruits of that fu- 
“ preme power, for the violating and fupprefling the 
“ other which they defpifed, (an efFedl of which re- 
“ folution, he faid, their declaration againft his pro- 
“ clamation concerning the pretended ordinance for 

“-the 
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“ the militia, and their punilhing of the* proclaimers 
“ appeared to be), yet, he muft confefs, in their laft 
attempt (he faid, he fpoke of the laft he knew ; 
“ they might probably llnce, or at that prefent, have 
“ outdone that too) they had outdone what his Ma- 
“jefty had conceived was their prefent intention. 
“ And whofoever heard of propofitions, and orders, 
“ for bringing in of money or plate to maintain horfe, 
“ and horfemen, and. arms, for the prefervation of 
“ the public peace, or for the defence of the King 
and both Houfes of Parliament, (fuch was tlieir de- 
claration, or what they pleafe to call if, of the tenth 
“ of June), would furely believe the peace of the 
“ kingdom to be extremely ftiaken ; and, at leaft, the 
“ King himfelf to be confulted with, and privy to 
“ thofe propofitions. But, he faid, he hoped, that 
when his good fubjedfs flrould find, that that 
“ goodly pretence of defending the King, was but a 
“ fpecious bait to feduce weak and inconfiderate men 
“ into the higheft adls of difobedience and difloyalty 
“ againft his Majefty, and of violence and deftruc- 
“ tion upon the laws and conftitutions of the king- 
“ dom, they would no longer be captivated by an im~ 
“ plicit reverence to the name of both Houfes of Par- 
“ liament ; but would carefully examine and confi- 
“ der "what number of perfons were prefent ; and 
“ what perfons were prevalent in thofe confultations ; 
‘‘ and how the debates were probably managed, from 
“ whence fuch horrid and monftrous conclufions did 
“ refult ; and would at leaft weigh the reputation, 
“ wifdom, and affetftion of thofe, who were noto- 
“ rioufly known, out of the very horror of their pro- 
ceedings, to have withdrawn themfelves ; or, by 
VOL. I. p, 2. 3 u “ their 
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“ their Ikill and violence to be driven from them, 
“ and their councils. 

“ His Majefty faid, whilft their fears and jealoufics 
“ did arife, or were infufed into the people, from 
“ difcourfes of the rebels in Ireland, of fkippers at 
“ Rotterdam, of forces from Denmark, France, or 
“ Spain, (how improbable and ridiculous foever that 
“ bundle of information appeared to all wife and 
“ knowing men), it was no wonder if the eaiinefs to 
“ deceive, and the willingnefs to be deceived, did 
“ prevail ov^er many of his weak fubjedls to believe, 
“ that the dangers, which they did not fee, might 
“ proceed from caufes which they did not under- 
“ ftand : but for them to declare to all the world, 
that his Majefty intended to make war againll his 
“ Parliament, (whilft he fat ftill complaining to God 
“ Almighty of the injury offered to him, and to the 
very being of Parliaments), and that he had already 
begun, adlually to levy forces both of horfe and 
foot, (whilft he had only, in a legal way, provided 
‘‘ a fmaller guard for the fecurity of his otvn perfon 
“ fo near a rebellion at Hull, than they had, without 
lawful authority, above thefe eight months, upon 
“ imaginary and impoffible dangers), to impofe upon 
“ his people’s fenfe, as well as their underftanding, by 
telling them his Majefty was doing that which they 
“ law he was not doing, and intending that, they all 
“ knew, as much as intentions could be known, he 
“ was not intending, was a boldnefs agreeable to no 
power but the omnipotency of thofe votes, whofe 
“ abfolute fupremacy had almoft brought confufion 
“ upon the King and people ; and againft which no 
“ knowledge in matter of fadf, or confent and autho- 

K rity 
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“ rity in matter of law, they would endure Ihould be 
“ oppofed. 

llis Majefty faid, he had, upon all ocCafions, 
“ with all poffible expreflions, profeffed his firm and 
“ unlhaken refolutions for peace. And, he faid, he 
“ did again, in the prefence of Almighty God, his 
“ Maker and Redeemer, allure the world, that he had 
‘‘ no more thought of making war againft his Parlia- 
“ ment, than againft his own children : that he w'ould 
“ obferve and maintain the a6ts aflented to by him 
“ this Parliament without violation ; of which, that 
“ for the frequent allcmbling of Parliaments was one r 
“ and that he had not, nor would have, any thought 
“ of ufing any force ; unlefs he fliould be driven to 
“ it, for the fecurity of his perfon, and for the defence 
of the religion, laws, and liberty of the kingdom, 
“ and the juft rights and privileges of Parliament : 
“ and therefore he hoped the malignant party, who 
“ had fo much defpifed his perfon, and ufurped his 
“ office, Ihould not, by their fpecious fraudulent 
“ infinuations, prevail with his good fubjecSls to give 
credit to their wicked affertions j and fo to contri- 
“ bute their power and alTiftance for the ruin and 
“ deftrudtion of themfelves, and his Majefty. 

“ For the guard about his perfon, (which, he faich 
“ not fo' much their example, as their provocation, 
“ had enforced him to take), it was known it con- 
“ lifted of the prime gentry, in fortune and reputa- 
“ tion, of that country ; and of one regiment of 
Trained Bands ; who had been fo far from offering 
“ any affronts, injuries, or difturbaiwJe to any of his 
“ good fubjeefts, that their principal end was to pre- 
“ vent fuch; and fo, might bc^lecurity, could be no 
grievance to his people, ^'hat fome ill affe<5fed 

3 u 2 “ perfons, 
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perfons, or any perfons, had been employed in other 
“ parts to raife troops, under colour of his Majefty’s 
“ fervice ; or that fuch had made large, or any, of- 
“ fers of reward and preferment to fuch as would 
“ come in, which had been alleged by them ; was, he 
“ faicl, for ought he knew, or believed, an untruth, 
“ devifed by the contrivers of that falfe rumour. Ilis 
“ Majefty difavowed it, and faid, he was confident 
“ there would be no need of any fuch art, or indufliry, 
“ to induce his loving fubjedls, when they fhould fee 
“ his Majefty opprefted, and their liberties and laws 
“ confounded, (and till then he would not call on 
them), to come in to him, and to alfift him. 

“ For the delinquents, whom his Majefty was faid 
“ with a high and forcible hand to proteil, he wifhed 
“ they might be named, and their delinquency : and 
if his Majefty gave not fatisfadlion to juftice, when 
he fhould have received fatisfadlion concerning Sir 
“ John Hotham by his legal trial, then let him be 
“ blamed. But if the delign were, as it was well 
known to be, after his Majefty had been driven by 
“ force from his city of London, and kept by force 
from his town of Hull, to proteeft all thofe who 
“ were delinquents againft him, and to make all thofe 
delinquents who attended on him, or executed hi^ 
lawful commands, he faid, he had great reafon to be 
“ fatisfied in the truth and juftice of fuch accufation, 
“ left to be his Majefty’s fervant, and to be a delin- 
“ quent, grew to be terms fo convertible, that, in a 
“ fhort time, he were left as naked in attendance, as 
they would have him in power ; and fo compel 
him to be waited upon only by fuch whom they 
“ fliopld appoint and allow ; and in whofe prefence 
" he fhould be more miferably alone, than in defola^ 

“ tion 
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“ tion itfelf. And if the feditious contrivers and fo- 
“ mentors of that fcandal upon his Majeffy fliould 
have, as they had had, the power to miflead the 
“ major part prefent of either or both Iloufes, to 
“ make fuch orders, and fend fuch meffages and 
“ meflengers, as they had lately done, for the apprc- 
“ henfion of the great Earls and Barons of England, 
“ as if they were rogues or felons ; and whereby per- 
fons of honour and quality were made delinquents, 
“ merely for attending upon his Majelfy, and upon 
“ his fummons ; whilft other men were forbid to 
“ come near him, though obliged by the duty of their 
“ place and oaths, upon his lawful commands : it was 
“ no wonder if fuch meflengers were not very well 
intreated ; and fuch orders not well obeyed ; nei- 
“ ther could there be a hirer or a cunninger way 
“ found out to render the authority of both Houfcs 
“ fcorned and vilified, than to aflTume to themfelvcs 
“ (merely upon the authority of the name of Parlia- 
“ ment) a power monftrous to all underftandings ; 
“ and to do adlions, and to make orders, evidently 
“ and demonllrably contrary to all known law and 
“ reafon, (as to take up arms againft his Majefty, un- 
“ der colour of defending him ; to caufe money to be 
“ brought in to them, and to forbid his own money 
“ to be paid to his Majelfy, or to his ufe, under co- 
“ lour that he would employ it ill ; to beat him, and 
“ ftarve him for his own good, and by his power and 
“ authority), which would in Ihort time make the 
“ greateft court, and greateft perfon, cheap and of no 
“ eftimation. 

“ Who thofe fenfible men were of the*public cala- 
" mities, of the violations of the privileges of Parlia- 
“ ment, and the common liberty of the fubjeft, who 
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had been baffled, and injured by malignant men, 
“ and Cavaliers about his Majefty, his Majefty faid, 
“ he could not imagine. And if thofe Cavaliers 
were fo much without the fear of God and man, 
“ and fo ready to commit all manner of outrage 
“ and violence, as w'as pretended, his Majefty ’s go- 
“ vernment ought to be the more efteemed, which had 
“ kept them from doing fo ; infomuch as he believed, 
“ no perfon had caufe to complain of any Injury, or 
“ of any damage, in the leaft degree, by any man 
“ about his Majefty, or who had offered his fcrvice to 
“ him. All which being, he faid, duly conftdered, 
“ if the contrivers of thofe propofttions and orders 
“ had been truly fenftble of the obligations, which 
“ lay upon them in honour, confcience, and duty, ac- 
“ cording to the high truft repofed in them by his 
“ Majefty, and his people, they would not have pub- 
“ llflied fuch a fenfe and apprehenfton of imminent 
“ danger, when themfelves, in their confciences, 
“ knew that the greateft, and indeed only danger, 
“ which threatened the Church and State, the blefled 
“ religion and liberty of his people, was in their own 
“ defperate and feditious defigns ; and would not 
have endeavoured, upon fuch weak and groundlefs 
*■' reafons, to feduce his good fubjetfts from their af- 
“ feeftion and loyalty to him, to run themfelves into 
‘‘ a 61 ions unwarrantable, and deftrudfive to the peace 
“ and foundation of the commonwealth. 

“ And that all his loving fubjefts might fee, how 
“ caufclefs and groundlefs that fcandalous rumour, 
“ and imputation of his Majefty’s railing war upon his 
Parliament, was, he had, with that his declaration, 
“ caufed to be printed the teftimony of thofe Lords, 
“ and other perfons of his council, who were there 

“ with 
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“ with him ; who, being upon the place, could not 
“ but difeover fuch his intentions and preparations ; 

“ and could not be fufpedlcd for their honours and 
‘'.interefts to combine in fuch mifehievous and hor« 

“ rid refolutions. 

“ And therefore, his Majefty faid, he ftraitly 
charged and commanded all his loving fubjedts, 

“ upon their allegiance, and as they would anfwer the 
“ contrary at their perils, that they fhould yield no 
“ obedience or confent to the faid propofitions and 
“ orders ; and that they prefume not under any fuch 
“ pretences, or by colour of any fuch orders, to raife 
“ or levy any horfe or men, or to bring in any mo- 
“ ney, or plate, to fuch purpofe. But, he faid, if, not- 
“ withftanding that clear declaration, and evidence of 
“ his intentions, thofe men (whofe defign it was to 
compel his Majefty to raife war upon his Parlia- 
“ nient •, which all their fkill and malice flrould never 
“ be able to effedl) fhould think fit, by thofe alarms, 

“ to awaken him to a more neceffary care of the de- 
“ fence of himfelf, and his people ; and Ihould them- 
“ felves, under colour of defence, in fo unheard of a 
“ manner provide (and feduce others to do fo too) 

“ to oftend his Majefty, having given him fo lively a 
“ teftimony of their affedlions, what they were wil- 
” ling to do, when they flrould once have made them- 
“ felves able j all his good fubjedls would think it 
“ neceffary for his Majefty to look to himfelf. And 
“ he did therefore excite all hi's well affedled people, 
according to their oaths of allegiance and fuprema- 
cy, and according to their folemn vow and pro- 
“ teftation, (whereby they were obliged to defend his 
‘‘ perfon, honour, and eftate), to contribute their beft 
affiftance to the preparations neceffary for the op- 

3 V 4 “ pofing 
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“ poling and fupprefling of the traitorous attempts 
“ of fuch wicked and malignant perfons ; who would 
“ deftroy his perfon, honour, and eftate, and engage 
the whole kingdom in a civil war, to fatisfy their 
“ own lawlefs fury and ambition ; and fo rob his 
“ good fubjefts of the blelTed fruit of this prefent 
“ Parliament ; which they already in fome degree 
“ had, and might ftill reap, to the abundant fatisfac- 
“ tion and joy of the whole kingdom, if fuch wicked 
“ hands were not ready to ruin all their pofleflions, 
“ and fruftrate all their hopes. And, in that cafe, his 
“ Majefty declared, that whofoever, of what degree or 
quality focver, Ihould then, upon fo urgent and vi- 
“ lible necelfity of his, and fuch apparent dilfradlion 
“ of the kingdom, caufed and begotten by the malice 
“ and contrivance of that malignant party, bring in 
“ to his Majefty, and to his ufe, ready money, or 
“ plate ; or Ihould underwrite to furnifh any number 
“ of horfe, horfemcn, and arms, for the prefervation 
“ of the public peace, and defence of his perfon, and 
“ the vindication of the privilege and freedom of Par- 
“ liament, he would receive it as a moft acceptable 
“ fervice, and as a teftimony of his lingular alFedlion 
“ to the Proteftant religion, the laws, liberties, and 
“ peace of the kingdom ; and would no longer delire 
“ the continuance of that aftedlion, than he would be 
“ ready to juftify and maintain the other with the 
“ hazard of his life." 

And fo concluded with the fame overtures they 
had done, in their propolitions for the loan of money 
at intereft ; “ offering, for the fecurity thereof, an 
“ aflurance of fuch his lands, forefls, parks, and 
“ houfes, .as Ihould be fufficient for the fame ; a more 
“ real fecurity, he laid, tliah the name of public faith, 
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“ given without him, and againft him ; as if his Ma- 
“ jefty were not part of the public ; and befides, he 
“ would always look upon it as a fervice moft afFec- 
“ tionately and leafonably performed for the prefer- 
“ vation of his Majefty, and the kingdom. But, he 
“ faid, he fhould be much gladder that their fubmif- 
“ lion to thofe his commands, and their delifting 
“ from any fuch attempt of railing horfe or men, 

“ might eafe all his good fubjedls of that charge, 

“ trouble, and vexation.” 

It will be wondered at hereafter, when, by what 
hath been faid, the number and quality of the Peers 
is conlidered, who, by abfenting themfelves from the 
Iloufe, and their refort to his Majefty, fufficiently 
declared, that they liked not thofe conclulions which 
begot thofe diftraeftions ; why both thofe Peers, and 
likewife fuch members of the Commons, who then, 
and afterwards, appeared in the King’s fervice, and 
were indeed full, or very near one moiety of that 
Houfe, did not rather, by their diligent and fiiithful 
attendance in the Houfes, according to their feveral 
trufts repofed in them, difcountenancc and relift thofe 
pernicious and fatal tranfatftions, tlian, by withdraw- 
ing , themfelves from their proper ftations, leave the 
other (whofe ruinous intentions were fulRciently dif- 
covered) poflefted of the reputation, authority, and 
power of a Parliament ; by which, it was evident, the 
people would be eafily, to a great degree, feduced. 

And though the obferving reader may, upon the col- 
leftion of the feyeral palFages here fet dowm, be able 
to anfwer thofe objections to hirafelf ; I am the rather 
induced, in this place, to apply myfelf to the clearing 
tliat point, becaufe not only many honeft men, who, 
at a diftance, have confidered it, without being privy 

to 
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to the paflages within the walls, and thole breaches 
which fatally deftroyed and took away the liberty 
and freedom of thofe councils, have been really trou- 
bled or unfatisfied with that defertion, as they call it, 
of the fervice to which they were incumbent, and 
chofen ; but that I have heard fome, w'ho were the 
chief, if not the foie promoters of thofe violations, 
and the moft violent defigns, and have lince (out of 
the ruptures, which have proceeded from their own 
animolities) either been, or been thought to be, more 
moderately inclined, complain, “ that the withdraw- 
“ ing of fo many members from the two Houfes was 
“ the principal caufe of all our calamities.” And they 
who have been the true authors of them, and ftill 
continue the fame men, have taken pains to make 
and declare the others, “ deferters of their country, 
and betrayers of their truRs, by their voluntary ■ 
withdrawing themfelves from that council.” 

In the doing whereof, I fhall not, I cannot, make 
any excufe for thofe, (of whom fomewhat is before 
fpoken), who, from the beginning of this Parliament, 
and in the whole progrefs of it, either out of lazinefs, 
or negligence, or incogitancy, or wearinefs, forbore to 
give their attendance there, when the number of thofe 
who really intended thefe prodigious alterations was 
very inconliderable ; and daily drew many to their 
opinions, upon no other ground than that the number 
of the dilTenters appeared not equally diligent, and 
intent upon their aflertions : neither can I excufe 
the Peers, the moderate part whereof being four for 
one, fufFered themfelves to be coufened, and perfuad- 
ed, and threatened out of .their rights by a handful 
of men, whom they might, in the beginning, eafily 
have crulhed ; whereas in the Ilqufe of Commons the 

great 



OF THE REBELLION, &c. 

great managers were men of notable parts, much re- 
putation, admirable dexterity; pretenders to fevere 
juftice and regularity ; land then the number of the 
weak, and the wilful, who naturally were to be guided 
by them, always made up a major part ; fo that, from 
the beginning, they were always able to carry whatfo- 
ever they fet their hearts vifibly upon ; at leaft, to 
diferedit or difgrace any particular man, againft whom 
they thought neceflary to proceed, albeit of the moft 
unblemilhed reputation, and upon the moft frivolous 
fuggeftions ; fo that they could not but be very for- 
midable, in that Houfe, to all but the moft abftracftcd 
men from all vulgar confiderations. 

But, I am conhdent, whofoever diligently revolves 
the feveral paflages in both Houfes, from the time of 
the publilhing the firft remonftrance, upon his Ma- 
jefty’s return from Scotland, to the time of which wc 
laft fpeak, muft be of opinion, that the reforting of 
fo many members then to his Majefty, (from whom 
all the Lords, and fomc of the Commons, received 
commands to that purpofe), or to fucli places, where 
they thought they might be of greateft ufe to his Ma- 
jefty, in prefervation of the peace of the kingdom, 
was not only an aft of duty, but of fuch prudence and 
diferetion, as fober and honeft men were to be guided 
by. In the Houfe of Peers, the Bifliops, who had as 
much right to lit there, and were as much members 
of Parliament as any Lord there, were firft, by direft 
violence and force, a great part of them, driven and 
kept from thence, till the bill, for the total expulfion 
of the whole order from thofe feats, was pafted ; fuch 
of the Peers, who were moft remarkable for adhering 
to the government of the Church, being, in the mean 
time, threatened publicly by the rabble ; and focne 

of 
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of their perfons aflaulted. The bufinefs of the mi- 
litia had been twice, upon folemn debate in a full 
Houfe, rejedfcd there ; till fiich force and violence 
was brought to the very doors, fuch expoftulations 
and threats delivered within the doors againft thole 
who rcfufed to concur with them in that bufinefs, 
that no man had reafon to believe his life out of dan- 
ger from thofe rude hands, who was taken notice of 
for an oppofer of their unreafonable defircs ; fome of 
them having been declared enemies to their country, 
for having refufed what was in their power lawfully 
to refufe ; and others having been criminally accufed 
by the Commons, for words fpoken by them in de- 
bates of the Houfe of Peers ; after which many of 
them were fent for, by fpecial letters, to attend his 
Majefiy, (which letters were always thought to be a 
good, and warrantable, and fufficient ground to be 
abfent from the Houfe ; nor had fuch fummons, from 
the beginning of Parliaments to this prefent, ever 
been neglected), with whom they had not been many 
weeks, but two of them, as hath been mentioned be- 
fore, upon an untrue and extravagant information, 
without further examination, were declared enemies 
to the kingdom ; and nine others by folemn judg- 
ment, upon an impeachment brought up by the Com- 
mons againft them, only for being abfent, and for 
what only concerned the privilege and jurifdidlion of 
the Peers, were difabled to fit in the Houfe again 
during this feffion ; fo that, if they would have re- 
turned, they were aftually excluded that council. 

In the Houfe of Commons, the cafe was worfe : 
firft, they who had, with that liberty which is eflen- 
tial to Parliaments, and according to their under- 
ftandings, diflented, or declared a diflike of what the 
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violent party fo vehemently purfued, were, as hath 
been faid before, declared enemies to their country ; 
and their names ported up in paper, or parchment, 
at moft eminent places, under fome opprobrious cha- 
radler ; which, though it was not avowed, and had 
no authority from the Houfe by any public a61:, yet, 
being complained of, was neither redrefled, nor was 
the complaint fo countenanced, that it could be con- 
cluded the violation was unacceptable : fo, though 
the tumults were not diredfly fummoned or artembled, 
it is evident, by what hath been before fet forth truly 
and at large, that they found there vilible counte- 
nance and encouragement. 

Then, what had been, upon full and folemn de- 
bates in a full Houfe, rejected, was many times, in a 
thin Houfe, and at unufual and unparliamentary 
, hours, refumed, and determined contrary to the for- 
mer conclufions : yet men fatisfied themfelves with 
doing what they thought their dut}'’, and reafonably 
oppofing what the major part ordered to be done ; 
hoping that men’s underrtandings would be rtrortly 
better informed ; and that, though high and irreve- 
rent exprelfions and words were fometimes ufed 
againrt the King, there would be abrtainlng from un- 
lawful and dangerous aertions ; and that the Houfe of 
Peers, at leart, would never be brought to join or 
concur in any adl prejudicial to the fovereign power. 

But when they faw a new way found out by the dex- 
terity of the major part in the Houle of Commons, 
to make the minor part of the Lords too hard for the 
major ; and fo, whilft all men were tranfported w'ith 
jealoufy of the breach of privilege of Parliament by 
the King, that there was, by the Houfes themfelves, 
an abfolute rooting up of all privileges : that from 
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metaphylical confiderations, what vilghl be dohe in 
cafe of neceffity, the militia of the kingdom was ac- 
tually fcized on ; and put under a command contrary 
to, and againft, the King’s command : that there was 
then a refolution taken, by thofe who could a6t their 
refolutions when they pleafed, to make a General, and 
to oblige all the members to live and die with that 
General ; which will be anon more particularly men- 
tioned ; (for that refolution was well known before the 
time, that thofe many members removed to York, 
and withdrew to other places ; and was executed 
within three or four days after) ; men thought it high 
time to look to their innocence, and (hnce, by the 
Courfe and orders of that Houfe, they could leave no 
monument or evidence of their diffenting, as the 
Lords might, by their proteftations upon any unlaw- 
ful aft, or refolution) to declare their diflike of what , 
was done, by not being prefent at the doing : and it 
was reafonably thought, there being no other way 
peaceably and fecurely to do it, that the kingdom, 
underftanding tire number of thofe that were prefent 
at fuel) new tranfaftions, and weighing the quality, 
number, and reputation of thofe who were abfent, 
would be beft induced to prefer the old laws of the 
kingdom, before the new votes (dellruftive to thofe 
laws) of thofe few men, who called themfelves the two 
Houfes of Parliament ; and that it would prove a 
good expedient to work upon the confciences and 
mndeiVy of thofe wdto Raid behind, to conclude it 
neceffary, by fome fair addreffes to his Majefty, to 
endeavour I’uch a general good underftanding, that a 
perfeft union might be made ; and the privilege, dig- 
nity, and fecurity of Parliament be eftabliftied ac- 
cording to the true and juft conftitution of it. 


It 
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It is true, how reafonably focver it might be ex-* 
pedled, it produced not that ingenuity ; but they who 
had been troubled with the company of them that af- 
terwards withdrew, and, by the oppohtion they made, 
could not make that expedition in the mifchief they 
intended, were glad they were rid of them ; yet, 

Ibortly, conlidering what influence indeed it might 
have upon underftanding men, they found a way to 
caft a reproach upon thofe who were abfent, and yet 
to prevent any inconvenience to themfclves by their 
return ; publifhing an order, that all the members 
“ abfent fhould appear at fuch a day, under the pc- 
‘‘ nalty of paying each tool, fine for his abfence ; 

“ and whofoever did not appear at that day” (which 
gave not time enough to any who were at a diftance) 

“ fhould not prefume to fit in the Iloiife, before he had 
“ paid his fine, and fatisfied the Houfe with the caufc 
“ of his abfence fo tliat all thofe who were with 
the King, and very many more, wlio had really with- 
drawn themfelves to refrefli their minds, or upon ne- 
ceflTary affairs of their own, with a purpofe to return, 
clearly difeerned themfelves excluded from fitting 
any more there ; it being fufficiently manifeft, that 
the caufe of their abfence would never be approved, 
if their perfons were difliked, and their opinions dif- 
approved : which appeared quickly ; for the day was 
no fooncr paft, but they, without the leaft warrant of 
precedent, or colour of right, expelled very many, 
Ibmetimes twenty a day, not only of thofe who were 
with the King, but of others who had given them 
equal diftafte ; and ordered new writs to ifl’ue out to 
choofe other members in their rooms. 

It cannot be denied but fome very honeft and en- 
tire men flaid ftill there, and oppofed all their unjufti- 
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liable proceedings with great courage, and much li- 
berty of fpeech ; which was more frankly permitted 
to them than had been before, when the number of 
the diflenters was greater ; and it may be there arc 
ftill fome who fatisfy themfelves that they have per- 
formed their duty, by always having denied to give 
their confent to whatfoever hath been feditioufly or 
illegally concluded. But I muft appeal to the con- 
fciences of thofe very men, whether they have not 
been many times, by ftaying there, compelled or ter- 
rified to do, and fubmit to, many afts contrary to 
their confcience, in cafes of confcience ; and contrary 
to their judgment and knowledge, in matters of law 
and right ; and contrary to their oaths and duties, in 
matters of allegiance ; and whether, if they had re- 
fufed fo to do, they fhould not have been plundered, 
expelled, and committed to prifon ? And then they 
cannot be thought to have proceeded unreafonably, 
who, to prcfcrve their, innocence, and their liberty, 
chofe to undergo all the other cenfures and difficul- 
ties which could bcfal them, and which have been 
lince plentifully poured upon them. But to return. 

The King had, at this time, called to him fome 
judges, and lawyers of eminency; by whofe advice he 
publifhed a declaration concerning the militia, and 
afferted “ the right of the Crown in granting com- 
“ miffions of array, for the better ordering and go- 
“ verning thereof j” and, at the fame time, iflued out 
thofe commiffions to all counties, “ exprefsly forbid- 
“ ding any obedience to be given to the ordinance for 
‘‘ the militia by both Houfes, under the penalty of 
“ high treafon.” This only improved the paper- 
combat in declarations ; either party infifting, “ that 
“ the law was on their fide and the people giving 
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obedience to either, according to their conveniences : 
and many did believe, that if the King had reforted 
to the old known way of Lord Lieutenants, and De- 
puty Lieutenants, his fervice would have been better 
carried on ; the commiflion of array being a thing 
they had not before heard of, though founded upon 
an ancient adl of Parliament in the reign of Hen. IV. 
and fo was received with jealoufy, and ealily difere- 
dited by the gloffes and fuggeftions of the Hoiifes. 

Befides that fome men of very good affc6lions to 
the Crown, and averfe enough to the extravagant pre- 
tences and proceedings of the Parliament, did not 
conceal their prejudice to the commiHion of array, as 
not warranted by law ; which did very much work 
upon other men, and made the obedience lels cheer- 
ful that was given to that fervice. Mr. Selden had, 
in the debate upon that lubjecif in the Houfc of Com- 
mons, declared himfelf very'' politively, and with 
much fliarpnel's, againft the commiffion of array, as a 
thing exprefsly without any authority of law ; the 
ftatute upon which it was grounded being, as he faid, 
repealed ; and difeourfed very much of the ill con- 
fequenccs, which might refult from fubmitting to it : 
he anfwered the arguments which had been ufed to 
fupport it ; and ealily prevailed with the Iloufe not 
to like a proceeding, which they knew was intended 
to do them hurt, and to lefleii their authority. But 
his authority and reputation prevailed much further 
than the Ploufe, and begot a prejudice againft it in 
many well affetfted men without doors. When the 
King was informed of it, he was much troubled, hav- 
ing looked upon Mr. Selden as well difpofed to liis 
lervice. And the Lord Falkland, with his Majefty’s 
leave, writ a friendly letter to Mr. Selden, « to know 
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“ his rcafon, why, in fuch a conjunc^-ure, whatever 
his opinion were, he would oppofe the fubmiffion 
“to the commiffion of array, which nobody could 
“ deny to have had its original from law, and which 
“ many learned men ftill believed to be very legal, to 
“ make way for the eftablifhment of an ordinance, 
“ which had no manner of pretence to right.” He 
anfwered this letter very frankly ; as a man who be- 
lieved himfelf in the right upon the commiflion of 
array, and that the arguments he had ufed againft it 
could not be anfwered ; fumming up fome of thofe 
arguments in as few words as they could be compre- 
hended in : but then he did as frankly inveigh againft 
the ordinance for the militia, “ which, he faid, was 
“ without any ihadow of law', or pretence of precc- 
“ dent, and moft deftrudive to the government of the 
“ kingdom : and he did acknow'ledge, that he had ■ 
been the more inclined to make that difeourfe in 
“ the Houfe againft the commiflion, that he might 
“ with the more freedom argue againft the ordinance ; 
“ which was to be confidcred upon a day then ap- 
“ pointed ; and was moft confident, that he fliould 
“ likewife overthrow the ordinance : which, he con- 
“ fefl’ed, could be lefs fupported ; and he did believe, 
that it would be much better, if both were rejeded, 
“ than if either of them fliould ftand, and remain un- 
“ controlled.” But his confidence deceived him ; and 
he quickly found, that they who fuffered themfelves 
to be entirely governed by his reafon, when thofe 
conclufions refulted from it, which contributed to 
their ow'n defigns, would not be at all guided by it, or 
fubmit to it, when it perfuaded that which contra- 
dicted and would difappoint thofe defigns ; and fo, 
upon the day appointed for the debate of their ordi- 
nance. 
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nance, when he applied all his faculties to the con- 
vincing them of the illegality and monftroufnefs of it, 
by arguments at leaft as clear and dcraonftrable as his 
former had been, they made no imprelTion upon 
them ; but were eahly anfwcrcd by tliofc who with 
moft pallion inlifted upon their own fenfe. He had 
fatisfied them very w^ell, when he concurred with 
them in judgment ; but liis reafons were weak, when 
they croffed their refolutions. So moft men are de- 
ceived in being too reafonable ; concluding that rca- 
fon will prevail upon thofe men to fubmit to what is 
right and juft, who have no other confi deration of 
right or juftice, but as it advances their intereft, or 
complies with their humour and pallion. And fo eafy 
it hath always been to do harm, and to miflead men, 
and fo hard to do good, and reduce them to reafon. 

Thefe paper-lkirmiflies left neither ftde better in- 
clined to the other ; but, by fliarpening each other, 
drew the matter nearer to an ilTue. The King had 
written a letter to the Mayor and Aldermen of Lon- 
don, and to the Mafters and Wardens of each com- 
pany ; by which, he afliired them of his delire of 
the peace of the kingdom ; and therefore required 
them, as they tendered their charter of the city, 
and their own particular welfares, not to bring in 
“ horfes, money, or plate, upon the propofitions of 
the Houfes ; whereby, under pretence of railing a 
guard for the Parliament, forces would be levied, 

“ and, in truth, employed againft his Majefty of 
which the Houfes taking notice, publillied a declaration The Parin- 
to the city, “ That they could not be fecured by hisXr"tion% 
“ Majefty’s proteftations, that his deftres and purpofes^„\‘'i 7 „“r 
were for the public peace ; fince it appeared, by tJ>versfr°™ *e 
“ exprellions and proceedings of his Majefty, that 
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“ intended to ufe force againft thofc who fubmitted to 
“ the ordinance of the militia ; and that he had like- 
“ wife fome intention of making an attempt upon Hull, 
“ In both which cafes they did declare, that what- 
“ foever violence fhould be ufed, either againft thofe 
“ who exercife the militia, or againft Hull, they could 
“ not but believe it as done againft the Parliament. 
“ They told them, that the dangerous and mifehiev- 
“ ous intentions of fome about his Majefty were fuch, 
“ that whatfoever was moft precious to men of con- 
“ fcience and honour, as religion, liberty, and public 
“ fafety, were like to be overwhelmed and loft in the 
general confuiion and calamity of the kingdom ; 
“ which would not only queftion, but overthrow the 
“ charter of the city of London ; expofc the citizens, 
“ their wives and children, to violence and villainy ; 
“ and leave the wealth of that famous city as a prey 
“ to thofe defperate and neceftitous perlons : and 
therefore they forbid all the officers to publifh that 
“ paper, as they would anfwer their contempt to the 
“ Parliament ; by the power and authority of which, 
“ they allured them, they fliould be protetfted, and 
“ fecured in their perfons, liberties, and eftates, for 
“ whatloevcr they fhould do by their advice or per- 
“ fuafion.” 

To this the King replied, “ That he wondered, fince 
“ they had ufurped the fupreme power to themfelves, 
they had not taken upon them the fupreme ftyle 
“ too ; and diredted their very new declaration to 
“ iheir trufty and w^ell-bcloved, their fubjedls of the 
“ city of London ; for it was too great and palpable a 
“ fcorn, to perfuade them to take up arms againft his 
“ perfon, under colour of being loving fubjetfts to his 
“ office ; aird to deftroy his perfon, that they might 
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'• preferve the King : that he was beholding to tlicm, 
“ that they had explained to all his good fubje6ts the- 
“ meaning of their charge againft his Majedy, that 
“ by his intention of making war againft his Parlia- 
“ ment, no more was pretended to be meant, but his 
“ refolulion not to fubmit to the high injuftice and 
“ indignity of the ordinance for the militia, and the 
“ bufinefs of Hull. He faid, he had never concealed 
‘‘ his intentions in either of thofe particulars, (he 
“ wifhed they would deal as clearly with him), but 
“ had always, and did now declare, that that pretend- 
“ ed ordinance was againft the law of the land; againft 
“ the liberty and property of the fubjetft ; deftrutftive 
“ to fovereignty ; and therefore not conftftent witli 

the very conftitution and efl'ence of the kingdom, 
“ and the right and privilege of Parliament : that lie 
“ was bound by his oath (and all his fubjetfts were 
“ bound by theirs of allegiance and lupremacy, and 
“ their own proteftation lately taken, to alllft his Ma- 
“ jefty) to oppofe that ordinance, which was put al- 
“ ready in execution againft him, not only by train- 
“ ing and arming his fubjedfs, but by forcibly remov- 
“ ing the magazine, from the place trufted by the 
“ county, to their own houfes, and guarding it there 
“ with armed men. Whither it would be next re- 
“ moved, and how ufed by fuch perfons, he knew 
“ not. 

“ That the keeping his Majefty out of Hull by Sir 
“ John Hotham, was an aA of high treafon againft 
“ his Majefty ; and the taking away his magazine 
“ and munition from him, was an adl of violence 
“ upon his Majefty, by what hands or by whofe di- 
“ re(ftion foever it was done : and, in both cafes, by 
“ the help of God, and the law, his Majefty faid, he 
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‘‘ would have juftice, or lofe his life In the requiring 
“ it ; the which he did not value at that rate, as to 
“ preferve it with the infamy of fuffering himlelf to 
“ be robbed, and fpoiled of that dignity he was born 
“ to. And if it were poiril)le for his good fubjcfts to 
“ believe, that fuch a defence of himfclf, with the 
“ utmoft power and ftrength he could raife, was mak- 
“ ing a war againfi: his Parliament, he did not doubt, 
“ however it flrould pleafe God to difpofc of him in 
“ that contention, but the juflice of his caufe would, 
“ at the laft, prevail againft thofe few malignant fpi- 
“ rits, who, for their own ends, and ambitious deligp^ 
had fo mifled and corrupted tlie underftandings 6r 
“ his people. And lince neither his own declaration, 
“ nor tlie teftimony of fo many of his Lords, then 
“ with his Majefty, could procure credit with thofe 
“ men, but that they proceeded to levy horfe, and to 
“ raife money and arms againft his Majefty, he faid, 
he was not to be blamed, if after fo many gracious 
expoftulations with them, upon undeniable princi- 
“ pies of law and reafon, (which they anfw'ered only 
“ by voting that which his Majefty faid, to be nei- 
“ ther law, nor reafon ; and fo proceeded adfually to 
“ levy war upon his Majefty, to juftify that which 
“ could not be otherwife defended), at laft he made 
“ fuch provifion, that as he had been driven from 
“ London, and kept from Hull, he might not be fur- 
“ prifed at York ; but be in a condition to refift, and 
bring to juftice thofe men, who would perfuade his 
people that their religion was in danger, becaufe 
“ his Majefty would not confent it fhould be in their 
power to alter it by their votes ; or their liberty in 
danger, becaufe he would allow no judge of that 
“ liberty, but the known law of the land : yet, he 

“ faid. 
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“ faid, whatever provifion he fhould be compelled to 
“ make for his fecurity, he woidd be ready to lay 
“ down, as foon as they fliould revoke the orders by 
“ which they had made levies, and fubmitted thofe 
“ perlons, who had detained his towns, carried away 
“ his arms, and put the militia in execution, contrary 
“ to his proclamation, to that trial of their innocence, 
“ which the law had directed, and to which they were 
“ born: if that were not fubmitted to, he fhould, 
“ with a good confcience, proceed againh thofe who 
“ fhould prefume to exercife that pretended ordi- 
“ nance for the militia, and the other who fhould 
keep his town of Hull from him, as he would refift 
“ perfons who came to take away his life or his 
“ crown from him. 

“ And therefore his Majefty again remembered, 
“ and required his city of London to obey his former 
“ commands, and not to be mifled by the oration of 
“ thofe men, wlio were made defperate by their for- 
“ tunes, or their fortunes by them ; who told them 
“ their religion, liberty, and property, w'as to be pre- 
“ ferved no other way, but by their dilloyalty to his 
“ Majefty : that they were now at the brink of the 
“ river, and might draw their fwords, (which was an 
expreffion ufed at a great convention of the city), 
“ when nothing purfued them but their own evil con- 
“ fciences. He wifhed them to confider, whether 
“ their eftates came to them, and were fettled upon 
« them, by orders of both Houfes, or by that law 
“ w'hich his Majefty defended : what fecurity they 
“ could have to enjoy their own, when they had 
“ helped to rob his Majefty ; and what an happy 
“ conclufton that war was like to have, which was 
“ raifed to opprefs their Sovereign : that the wealth 
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and glory of their city was not like to be deftroyed 
“ any other way, but by rebelling againft his Majef- 
“ ty ; and that way inevitably it muft ; nor their 
“ wives and children to be expofed to violence and 
“ villainy, but by thofe who make their appetite and 
“ will the meafure and guide to all their adlions. He 
“ advifed them not to fancy to themfelves melan- 
“ choly apprehenhons, which were capable of no fa- 
“ tisfadlion ; but ferioufly to conhder what fecurity 
“ they could have, that they had not under his Ma- 
“ jeft)’", or had been offered by him : and whether 
“ the do^frine thofe men taught, and would have 
“ them defend, did not deflroy the foundations upon 
‘‘ which their fecurity was built ?” 

The great conflux that hath been mentioned, of 
men of all conditions, and qualities, and humours, 
could not continue long together at York, without 
fomc impatience and commotion ; and rnoff men 
wondered, that there appeared no provifions to be 
made towards a war, which they faw would be inevi- 
table : and when the levies of foldiers under the Earl 
of Ellcx were haftened with fo much vigour, that the 
King fltould have no other preparations towards an 
army, than a flngle troop of guards made up of gen- 
tlemen volunteers ; who, all men forefaw, would quit 
the troop when there iliould be an army : and many 
do yet believe, that the King too long deferred his re- 
courfe to arms; and that, if he had raifed forces upon 
his firft repulfe at Hull, his fervice would have been 
very much advanced ; and that the Parliament would 
not have been able to have drawn an army together. 
And fo men ftill reproach the councils which were 
then about the King, as they were cenfured by many 
at that time : but neither they then, nor thefe now 
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tlo underfrand the true reafon thereof. The King 
had not, at that time, one barrel of powder, nor one 
mulkct, nor any other provifion necelTary for an ar- 
my ; and, which was worfe, was not fure of any port, 
to which they might be fecurcly afligned ; nor had 
he money for the fupport of his own table for the 
term of one month. He expelled, with impatience, 
the arrival of all thofe neceffaries, by the care and 
adlivity of the Queen ; who was then in Holland, 
and by the fale of her own, as well as of the crown 
jewels, and by the friendfhip of Henry Prince of 
Orange, did all fhe could to provide all that was ne- 
ceflTary ; and the King had newly diredled her to 
fend all to Newcaftle, which was but then fecured to 
him by the diligence of the Earl of that name. In 
the mean time both the King himfelf, and they w'ho 
beft knew the Pate of liis affairs, feemed to be with- 
out any thoughts of making war ; and to hope, that 
the Parliament would at laft incline to fome accom- 
modation ; for which both his Majefty and thofe 
perfons were expofed to a thoufand reproaches. 

The Queen had many difficulties to contend with ; 
for though the Prince of Orange had a very fignal 
affedlion for the King’s fervice, and did all he could 
to difpofe the States to concern themfclvcs in his Ma- 
jefty’s quarrel ; yet his authority and intereft was 
much diminifhed with the vigour of his body and 
mind : and the States of Holland were fo far from 
being inclined to the King, that they did him all the 
mifehief they could. They had before affifted the 
rebellion in Scotland, with giving them credit for 
arms and ammunition, before they had money to buy 
any ; and they did afterwards, feveral ways, difeover 
their affc-aions to the Parliament; which had fo 

many 
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many fpies there, that the Queen could do nothing 
they had not prefent notice of ; fo that it was no eafy 
matter for the Queen to provide arms and ammuni- 
tion, but the Parliament had prefent notice of it, and 
of the ways which were thought upon to tranfport 
them to the King: and then their fleet, under the 
command of the Earl of Warwick, lay ready to ob- 
ftrudl; and intercept that communication ; nor was any 
remedy in view to remove this mifehief ; infomuch 
as it was no eafy thing for the King to fend to, or to 
receive letters from, the Queen. 

There was a fmall fliip of 28 or 30 guns, that was 
part of the fleet that wafted her Majefty into Holland 
from Dover, which was called the Providence, under 
the command of Captain Straughan, when the fleet 
was commanded by Sir John Pennington, and before 
the Earl of Warwick was fuperinduced into that 
charge againft the King’s will. That fhip, the Cap- 
tain whereof was known to be faithful to his Majefty, 
was by the Queen detained, and kept in Holland 
from the time of her Majefty’s arrival, under feveral 
pretences, of which the Captain made ufe, when he 
afterwards received orders from the Earl of Warwick, 
to repair to the fleet in the Downs until, after 
many promifes and excufes, it was at laft difeerned 
that he had other bufinefs and commands ; and fo 
was watched by the other fhips as an enemy. This 
veflel the Queen refolved to fend to the King, prin- 
cipally to inform his Majefty of the ftraits fhc was in ; 
of the provifions Ihe had made ; and to return with 
fuch particular advice and direilions from his Ma- 
jefty, that fhe might take further refolutions. And 
becaufe the veffel was light, and drew not much wa- 
ter, and fo could run into any creek, or open road, or 

harbour. 
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harbour, and from thence ealily fend an exprefs to 
the King ; there was put into it about two hundred 
barrels of powder, and two or three thoufand arms, 
with feven or eight field-pieces ; which, they knew, 
rvould be very welcome to the King, and ferve for a 
beginning and countenance to draw forces together. 
The Captain was no fooner put to fea, but notice was 
fcnt to the Commander of the fleet in the Downs ; 
who immediately fent three or four fhips to the north, 
which eafily got the Providence in view, before it 
could reach that coafl; ; and chafed it with all their 
fails, till they faw it enter into the river of Plumber ; 
when, looking upon it as their own, they made lefs 
hafi:e to follow it, being content to drive it before 
them into their own port of Hull ; there being, as 
they thought, no other way to efcape them ; until 
they plainly faw the fliip entering into a narrow 
creek out of Humber, which declined PIull, and led 
into the country fome miles above it ; which was a 
place well known to the Captain, and defigned by 
him to arrive at from the beginning. It was in vain for 
them to haften their purfuit ; for they quickly found 
that their great fhips could not enter into that paf- 
fage, and that the river was too fliallow to follow him ; 
and fo, with fliame and anger, they gave over the 
chafe, whilft the Captain continued his courfe ; and 
having never thouglit of faving the fliip, run it on 
fhore on that fide towards Burlington ; and, with all 
expedition, gave notice to the King of his arrival ; 
who, immediately, caufed the perfons of quality in 
the parts adjacent to draw the Trained Bands of the 
country together, to fecure the incurfions from Hull ; 
and, by this means, the arms, ammunition, and artil- 
lery were quickly brought to York. 


The 
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The King was well content that it fhould be gene- 
rally believed, that this finall lliip, the lize whereof 
was known to few, had brought a greater quantity and 
proportion of provifions for the war, titan in truth it 
had; and therefore, though it had brought no money, 
which he expedfed, he forthwith granted commif- 
lions, to raife regiments of horfc and foot, to fuch 
perfons of quality and interell, as were able to com- 
ply with their obligations. He declared the Earl of 
Lindfey, Lord High Chamberlain of England, his 
General of tlie army ; a perfon of great honour and 
courage, and generally beloved ; who many years be- 
fore had good commands in Holland and Germany, 
and had been Admiral at fea in feveral expeditions. 
Sir Jacob Afhley was declared Major General of the 
foot, a command he was very equal to, and had ex- 
ercifed before, and executed after, with great appro- , 
bation. The Generalfhip of the horfe, his Majefty 
referved for his nephew Prince Rupert ; who was 
daily expefted, and arrived foon after : and all levies 
were haftened with as much expedition as was poflible 
in fo great a fcarcity, and notorious want of money ; 
of which no more need be faid, after it is remem- 
bered that all the Lords, and Council about the 
King, with feveral other perfons of quality, voluntarily 
made a fubfeription for the payment of fo many 
horfe for three months ; in which time they w^ould 
needs believe, that the war fhould be at an end j 
every one paying down what the three months pay 
would amount to, into the hands of a treafurer ap- 
pointed to receive it ; and this money was prefently 
paid for the making thofe levies of horfe, which were 
defigned ; and which could not have been made but 
by thofe moneys. 


And 
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And now the King thought it time to execute a 
refolution he had long intended, and which many 
men wondered he negledled fo long ; which was, as 
much as in him lay, to take the Admiralty into his 
own hands. He had long too much caufe to be unfa- 
tisfied and difpleafed with the Earl of Northumber- 
land ; whom he thought he had obliged above any 
man whatfoever. His delivering tlie fleet into the 
hands and command of the Earl of Warwick, after 
his Majefty had exprefsly refufed it to the Parlia- 
ment, the King could not eafily forgive ; however, he 
thought it not tlicn feafonable to refent it, becaufe he 
liad nothing to objedt againft him, but his compli- 
ance with the command of the Parliament, who would 
have owned it as their own quarrel ■, and mufl: have 
obliged that Earl to put his whole intcreft into their 
hands, and to have run their fortune ; to which he 
was naturally too much inclined : and then his Ma- 
jefty forefaw, that there would have beftn no fleet at 
all fet out that year, by their having the command of 
all the money, which was to be applied to that fer- 
vice. Whereas, by his Majefty’s concealing his re- 
fentment, there was a good fleet made ready, and fet 
out ; and many gentlemen fettled in the command of 
fhips, of whole affedlion and fidelity his Majefty was 
aflured, that no fuperior officer could corrupt it ; but 
that they would, at all times, repair to his fcrvice, 
whenever he required it. And, indeed, his Majefty 
had an opinion of the devotion of the whole body of 
the common feamen to his fervice, becaufe he had, 
bountifully, fo much mended their condition, and in- 
creafed their pay, that he thought they would have 
even thrown the Earl of Warwick overboard, when 
he Ihould command them ■, and fo the refpiting the 

doing 
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doing of it would be of little importance. But now, 
that a Blip of his own, in the execution of his com- 
mands, Ihould be chafed by his own fleet as an ene- 
my, made fuch a noife in all places, even to his re- 
proach and difhonour, that he could no longer defer 
the doing what he had fo long thought of. He rc- 
foh'ed, therefore, to revoke the Earl of Northumber- 
land’s commifllon of the office of High Admiral of 
England, and to fend the revocation to him under the 
Great Seal of England : then, to fend Sir John Pen- 
nington, wffio was then at York, on board the fleet, 
and to take the cliarge of it : and letters were pre- 
pared, and flgned by the King, to every one of the 
captains ; wdiereby they were required “ to obferve 
‘‘ the orders of Sir John Pennington.” And all this 
was carried with all poffible fecrecy, that none, but 
thofe few who were trufted, knew, or fufpedted any 
fuch alteration. 

But the King thought fit, firft to advife with Sir 
John Pennington ; of whofe integrity he was confi- 
dent, and whofe judgment he always principally re- 
lied on in all his maritime actions ; and thought him 
the only perfon fit immediately to take the fleet out 
of the Earl of Warwick’s poflTeffion ; who had dif- 
polTelfed him of the command that year, which he 
had ufually exercifed. Sir John Pennington, finding 
the matter full of difficulty, and the execution like to 
meet with fome interruptions, exprefled no alacrity to 
undertake it in his own perfon ; alleging, “ that him- 
“ felf flood in the Parliament’s disfavour and jealou- 
‘‘ fy, (which was true), and that therefore his motion, 
“ and journey towards the Downs, where the fleet 

then lay, would be immediately taken notice of ; 
“ and his Majefty’s defign be fo much guefled at, 

■ “ that 
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“ that there would need no other difcovery but he 
propounded to his Majeft)^, “ that he would fend a 
“ letter to Sir Robert Manfel, who lived at Green- 
“ wich, fpeedily to go to the fleet, and to take charge 
“ of it ; and that his authority, being Vice-Admiral of 
England, and his known and great reputation with 
“ the fcamen, would be like to meet with the leafl: re- 
“ flftance.” His Majefty, imparting this counfel to 
thofe whom he had made privy to his purpofe, en- 
tered upon new confide rations ; and concluded, “ that 
“ Sir Robert Manfel’s age, (though his courage and 
“ integrity were unqueftionable), and the accidents 
“ that depended upon that, would render that expe- 
“ dient moft hazardous ; and that, in truth, there 
“ needed no fuch abfolute and fupreme officer to be 
“ appointed in the firft; article ; but rather, that his 
‘‘ Majefty fliould direeft his fpecial letter to the cap- 
“ tain of every fhip, requiring him immediately to 
“ weigh anchor, and to bring away his fhip to fuch a 
“ place as his Majefty might appoint, where he fliould 
“ receive further orders : and to that place he might 
“ fend fuch an officer, as he thought fit to truft with 
“ the command of the whole navy fo afifembled.” 
According to this refolution, the whole difpatch 
was prepared. Firft, a revocation of the Earl of 
Northumberland’s commiflion of Admiral, under the 
Great Seal of England ; of which there was a dupli- 
cate ; the one to be feat to his Lordfliip ; the other 
to the Earl of Warwick ; whofe commiffion was 
founded upon, and fo determined by, the other. 

Then a particular letter to each of the captains of his 
fliips, informing them of his Majefty’s revocation 
“ of the Admiral’s patent, and confequently of the 
“ determination of the Earl of Warwick’s commif- 

“ fion,” 
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“ lion,” (to whom his Majefty likewife writ, to “ in- 

hi bit him from further meddling in that charge”), 
and therefore commanding them to yield no further 
obedience to either of their orders ; but that, imme- 
diately upon the receipt of thofe his royal letters, he 
fhould weigh anchor ; and, with what fpeed he might, 
repair to Burlington-bay upon the coaft of Yorkfhire; 
where he fhould receive his Majefty’s further plea- 
fure : and fo each commander, without relation to 
any other commands, had no more to look after but 
his own Ihip, and his own duty, by which the King 
might expetff, at leaft, fo many fhips as were under 
the command of thofe, who had any affedlion or fi- 
delity to his fervice. 

Accordingly, all things being prepared, and figped 
by the King, and fealed, what immediately concerned 
the Earl of Northumberland was delivered to one of 
his Majefty’s pages, to be given to the Earl of North- 
umberland at London ; and the whole difpatch to 
the fleet to Mr. Edward Villiers, whofe diligence and 
dexterity his Majefliy found fit for any truft } the 
former being directed “ not to make fuch hafte, but 
“ that the other might be at leaft as foon at the 
“ Downs, as he at London and Mr. Villiers again 
being appointed what letters he Ihould firft deliver to 
the captains ; “ and that he fhould vifit the Earl of 
Warwick in the laft place ;” that his a<ftivity might 
have no influence upon the feamen, to prevent their 
obedience to his Majefty. And furely if this refolu- 
tion had been purfued, it is very probable that the 
King had been mafter of very many of his fhips again. 
But, when the meflengers were difpatched, and Well 
inftrudfed, and he that was for London gone oh 
his journey, there was a fudden and unexpehled 

change 
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change of the whole direftion to the fleet, by Sir 
John Pennington’s repair to his Majefty ; 'and, upon 
fecond thoughts, offering “ to go himfeif to the 
“ Downs, and to take charge of the fleet which 
changed the forms of the letters to the fcveral cap- 
"fains ; arid, inftead of leaving every one to ufe his 
heft expedition to bring away his own lliip to Bur- 
lington, “ required them only to obferve fuch orders, 
“ as they Ihould receive by Sir John Pehnington 
who thought not fit (for the reaforis formerly given of 
his being taken notice of) to go with Mr. Villiers ; 
but, by him, writ to Sir Henry Palmer, to whom like- 
wife his Majefty fent a letter to that purpofe, being an 
officer of the navy, and who lived by the Downs, 
“ immediately to go aboard the Admiral ; and that 
“ he himfeif would make all poffible hafte to hinij 
“ fettirig but at the fame time with Mr. Villiers ; 
“ but journeying a further and more private way*” 
Mr. Villiers, left, by his ftay for the alteration of 
his difpatches, the page’s coming to London fooner 
than was intended at his fetting but might produce 
fome inconvenience to the fervice, flept not till he 
came to Sir Henry Palmer ; who, being infirm in his 
health, and furprifed with the Command, Could not 
make that expedition aboard, as might have been 
requifite ; though he was loyally and zealoufly af- 
fefted to his Majefty’s fervice. However, Mr. Vil- 
liers haftened to the fhips which lay then at anchor, 
and, according to his inftruftions, delivered his feveral 
letters to the captains ; the greateft part whereof re^ 
ceived them with great expreffions of duty and fub- 
expecting only to receive Sir John Penning- 
ton’s -orders, for which they ftaid ; and, without 
doubt, if either the firft letters had been fent, or Sir 
VOL. I. .p. 2. 3 John 
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John Pennington been prefent, when thefe others were 
delivered, his Majefty had been poflefled of the 
greateft part of the fleet ; the Earl of Warwick being 
at that time, according to his iifual licenfes, with 
fome oflicers, whofe company he liked, on ihore 
making merry ; fo that there was only his Vice- 
Admiral, Captain Batten, on board, who was of emi- 
nent difafi'edion to his Majefl'y ; the Rear-Admiral, 
Sir John Mennes, being of unqueftionable integrity. 

But after five or fix hours, (in which time nothing 
could be aded, for want of advice and diredion ; 
enough being ready to obey, but none having autho- 
rity to command), the Earl of Warwick came aboard 
his Ihip, to whom Mr. Villicrs likewife gave his Ma- 
jefty’s letters of his difeharge ; who, without any de- 
claration of difobeying it, applied himfelf to the con- 
firming thofe whom he thought true to his party, and, 
diligently to watch the reft ; prefuming, that lie 
fhould fpeedily hear from thofe by whom he had been 
originally trufted. 

In the mean time, the captains expeifted orders 
from Sir John Pennington ; who likewife privately 
txpeefted fuch an account from Sir Henry Palmer, as 
might encourage him to come to the fliips. But this 
unfortunate delay difappointed all ; for the other gen- 
tleman, according to his inftrudtions, having reached 
London in the evening after the Houfes were rifen, 
TiieKins delivered the King’s letter, and tlie difeharge of his 
Karfof commillion, to the Earl of Northumberland ; who, 
SindT with all fhews of duty and fubmiflion, exprefled “ his 
refolution to obey his Majeft}’ ; and a hearty fbr- 
“ row, that he had, by any misfortune, incucipd his 
Majefty’s difpleafure.” How ingenuous foeW’tWs 
demeanor of his Lordfliip’s was, the buflnefs Was 

quickly 
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quickly known to thofe who were iftore concefned in 
it ; who Were exceedingly perplexed with the appre- 
henfion of being difpoffefled of fo great a part of 
their ftrength, as the royal fleet ; and earneftly prefTed 
the Earl of Northumberland, “ that, notwithftanding 
fuch his Majefty’s revocation, he would ftill conti- 
nue the execution of his office of Lord High Ad- 
“ miral ; in which they would affift him with their 
“ utmoft and full power and authority,” But his 
Lordffiip alleging, “ that it would ill become him, 
“ who had received that charge from the King, with 
fo notable circumllances of trull; and favour, to 
“ continue the pofTeffion thereof againft his exprefs 
pleafure, there being a claufe in his grant, that it 
‘‘ ffiould be only during fuch time as his Majefty 
thought fit to ufc his fervice and fo “ utterly 
“ refufing to meddle further in it as foon as they 
could get the Houfes together the next morning, the)^ 
eafily agreed to pafs an ordinance, as they call it, “ to 
appoint the Earl of Warwick to be Admiral of 
“ that fleet, with as full and ample authority, as he 
“ had before had from the Earl of Northumberland.” 
Which ordinance, together with letters, and votes of 
encouragement to his Lordffiip, and to the officers and 
feamen, they fpeedily fent, by a member of their 
own ; who arrived therewith, the next morning, after 
Mr. Villiers had delivered the King’s letters; Sir John 
Pennington in the mean time neither coming, nor 
fending any further advice. 

The Earl of Warwick, being thus armed, found 
hirnfrlf mafter of his work ; and immediately fum- 
moned all the captains, to attend him on board his 
ffiipr in council ; the which all but two did, (Captain 
Slinglby, and Captain Wake), who, being by his Ma- 
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jefty*s letters, as the reft were, exprcftly charged to 
yield no fiirther obedience to the Earl of Warwick, 
refufed to repair to him ; making themfclves ready 
to refill: any violence, and putting their fliips in order 
to go out to fea, that they might be at liberty to at- 
tend his Majefty’s commands : but they were fo en- 
compafl’ed by the whole fleet, and the dexterity of 
tlie Earl’s minifters was fuch, and the devotion, gene- 
rally, of the feamen fo tainted, and corrupted from the 
King's fervicc, that, inftead of carrt-ilrg away the 
fliips, the captains themfelves were feized, taken, and 
carried by their own men to the Earl ; who imme- 
diately committed them to cuftody, and fent them up 
prifoners to the Parliament. Then the Earl communi - 
cated the ordinance, letters, and \ otes from tlie two 
Houfes to the reft of the officers ; of whom only two 
more refufed to continue their charge againft the ftg- 
%lfication they had received from the King, (Sir John 
Mennes and Captain Burly), who were quickly dif- 
charged, and fet on ftiore ; and the reft, without any 
fcruple or helitation, “ obliged themfelves to obey 
“ the Earl of Warwick, in the fervice of the Parlia- 
“ ment;” fo that the ftorm was now over, and the Par- 
liament fully and entirely poflclTed of the w'hole royal 
navy, and militia by fea ; fur they quickly difpofed 
of two other honeft captains, Kcttleby and Stradlin, 
(whom they could not corrupt), who guarded the 
Irifh feas ; and got thofe fliips likewife into their fer- 
vice. And thus his Majefty was without one fhip of 
his own, in his three kingdoms, at his devotion. 

As this lofs of the whole navy was of unfpeakable ill 
confequence to the King’s affairs, and made his con- 
dition much the Icfs confidered by his allies, and neigh- 
bour Princes ; who faw the fovereignty of the fea now 
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iu other hands, that were like to be more imperious 
upon the apprehenfion of any difcourtefies, than re- 
gular and lawful Monarchs ufcd to be ; I cannot but 
obferve fome unhappy circumftances and accidents 
'^n this important bulinefs of the navy, which looked 
like the hand of providence to take that ftrcngth, of 
which his Majefty was moft confident, out of his 
hands. When the refolution of tlie Houfe of Com- 
mons and the concurrence of the Isolds was peremp- 
tory, and the Earl of Northumberland had declared 
his compliance with them, “ for the fending the Earl 
‘‘ of Warwick Admiral of tliat fleet, in the place of 
Sir John Pennington, upon whom the King de- 
“ pended it was refolvcd likewife by them, “ that 
“ Captain Carteret, Controller of his Majefty ’s navy, 
a man of great eminency and reputation in naval 
“ command, fhould be Vice-Admiral who think- 
ing it became his near relation to his Majefty ’s fer- 
vice, to receive his royal plcafure, before he engaged 
himfelf in any employment of that nature, addreflfed 
himfelf for his direiftions. But the King, looking 
upon the fleet in a manner taken from him, when an- 
other, whofe difafledlion to his fervice was very noto- 
rious, was, contrary to his exprefs pleafure, prefump- 
tuoufly put into the command of if, and his own mi- 
nifter difplaced for no other reafon (his fufficicncy 
and ability for command being by all men confefled) 
but his zeal and integrity to him, would not counte- 
nance that fleet, and that Admiral, witli fuftering an 
oflicer of his own to command in it under the other ; 
and therefore ordered Captain Carteret to decline the 
employment, which he prudently, and without noife, 
did ; and thereupon, another oflicer of the navy, the 
Surveyor General, Captain Batten, a man of very dif- 
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ferent inclinations to his Mailer, and his fervice, and 
furious in the new fancies of religion, was fubftituted 
in the place : whereas if Captain Carteret had been 
fuffered to have taken that charge, his intereft and re- 
putation in the navy was fo great, and his diligence and- 
dexterity in command fo eminent, that it was gene- 
rally believed, he would, againft whatfoever the Earl 
of Warwick could have done, have preferved a major 
part of the fleet in their duty to the King. Tlie mif- 
fortuncs which happened after, and are mentioned 
before, are not in juftice to be imputed to Sir John 
Pennington ; who, fure, was a very honeft gentleman, 
and of unfliaken faithfulnefs and integrity to the 
King; but to the little time he had to think of it: 
and the perplexity he was in (befides his true zeal to 
the fervice) to confider that fo great a work, as the 
recovery of the royal navy, was to be done by his 
own perfonal engagement, made him look fo little to 
his own fecurity, that, inftead of taking the fleet from 
the Earl of Warwick, he w'as himfelf taken by the 
Earl, and fent to the Parliament ; where the carrying 
over the Lord Digby, and fome other jealoufies, had 
left a great arrear of difpleafure againft him. 

The truth is, the King was fo confident upon 
the general affedlions of the feamen, who were a tribe 
of people more particularly countenanced and obliged 
by him than other men, his Majefty having increafed 
their allowance, in provifion and money, above the 
old eftablifhment of the navy, as hath been men- 
tioned ; that he did believe no adlivity of ill officers 
coifld have corrupted them ; but that, when the Par- 
liament had fet out and vidlualled the fleet, it would, 
upon any occafion, declare itfelf at his devotion. 
But, on the other fide, they had been taught to be- 
lieve. 
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lieve, that all the King’s bounty and grace towards 
them had flowed from the mediation of thofe offi- 
cers, who were now engaged againft the King ; and 
that, the Parliament having feized the cuftoms, and 
a|l other the revenues of the Crown, they had no 
other hope of pay or fubfiftencc, but by abfolutely 
devoting themfelves to their fervice ; fo that a greater 
or more general defedlion of any one order of men 
was never known, than that, at this time, of the fea- 
men ; though many gentlemen, and fomc few of the 
common fort, to their lafting honour and reputation, 
either addrefled themfelves to the adfive fervice of 
their Sovereign, or fuffered imprifonmcnt, and the lofs 
of all they had, for refuhng to fervc againft him. 

The news of this diminution of his Majefty’s 
power, and terrible addition of ftrength to his ene- 
mies, was a great allay to the brilk hopes at York, 
upon the arrival of their ammunition, and wife men 
cafily difeerned the fatal confequence of it in oppofi- 
tion to the King’s moft hopeful defigns ; yet, in a 
very fhort time, all vifible fenfe of it lb much va- 
nifhed, that (as there was a marvellous alacrity at 
that time, in defpiling all advantages of the Parlia- 
ment) fotne men publicly, and with great confidence, 
averred, “ that the King was a gainer by the lofs of 
“ his fleet, becaufe he had no money to pay the fea- 
“ men, or keep them together ; and that one vidfory 
“ at land, of which there was no doubt, would re- 
“ ftore him to his dominion at fea, and to whatfoever 
“ had been unjuftly taken from his Majefty.” 

The King found it was now time to do more than 
write declarations, when the Parliament was now en- 
tirely pofTefTcd of the militia by fea, and made fuch a 
progrefs in the attempt to obtain the fame at land, that 
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though the people generally, (except in great towns 
and corporations, where, belides the natural maligni- 
ty, the failious Ici^lurers and emilTaries from the Par- 
liament had poifoned their affedlions), and efpecially 
thofe of qualit)'^, were loyally inclined ; yet the terror 
of the Houfe of Commons was fo great, which fent 
for and grievoufly punifhed thofe Sheriffs and Mayors, 
who publillied, according to their duties and exprefs 
oatlis, his Majefty’s proclamation, and thofe Mini- 
hers, who, according to his injundtions, read and di- 
vulged his declarations, that all fuch, and indeed all 
others eminently afl'edled to the King, were forced to 
fly to York for protedlion, or to hide themfelves in 
corners from that inquilition, which was made for 
them. And therefore his Majefty, in the firll place, 
that he might have one harbour to refort to in his 
kingdom, fent the Elarl of Newcaftle, privately, with 
a comraillion to take the government of Newcaftle ; 
who againft the little oppofition, that was prepared 
by the fchifmatical party in the town, by his Lord- 
Ihip’s great intereft in thofe parts, the ready compli- 
ance of the beft of the gentry, and the general good 
inclinations of the place, fpeedily and dexteroufly af- 
fured that moll important rich town and harbour to 
the King ; which, if it had been omitted but very few 
days, had been feized on by the Parliament, who had 
then given dircdlion to that purpofe. Then for the 
protcdlion of the general parts of the kingdom, and 
keeping up their affeeftions, his Majefty appointed 
and fent many of the nobility and prime gentlemen 
of the feveral counties, who attended him, into their 
refpedlive counties to execute the commiflion of ar- 
ray, making the Marquis of Hertford, by commiflion 
under the Great Seal of England, (which he was to Itecp 

fecrct 
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lecret in refer vc, till he found, either by the growth, 
or extraordinary practice of the Parliament in railing 
forces, that the commiliion of array was not enough), 

“ his Lieutenant General of all the weilern parts of 
“the kingdom, with power, to levy fuch a body of 
horfe and foot, as he found necelTary for his Ma- 
“ jelly’s fervice, and the containing the people within 
“ the limits of their duty.” With the Marquis went 
the Earl of Bath, (thought then to be in notable 
power and intereft in Devonlhire), the Lord Pawlet, 
the Lord Seymour, Sir Ralph Hopton, Sir John 
Berkley, Sir Hugh Pollard, and others, very good 
officers, to form an array if it Ihould be found expe- 
dient. And fo, much of the luftre of the Court being 
abated by the remove of fo many perfons of honour 
and quality, the King began to think of increaling 
and forming his train into a more ufeful pollure, than 
it was yet; and, without any noife of railing an army, 
to make the feene of his lirfl adlion to be the re- 
covery of Hull (whither new forces were fent from 
London) by the ordinary forces and Trained Bands of 
that county ; by colour whereof, he hoped to have 
fuch refort, that he fhould need no other induftry to 
raife fuch an array as lliould be fufficient to preferve 
himfelf from the violence which threatened his fafe- 
ty ; and accordingly, that the people might fully un- 
derlland his intentions, he fummoned forae of the 
Trained Bands to attend him at Beverley, a town within 
four miles of Hull, whither he removed his Court, 
and publifhed a proclamation, briefly containing “ the The King’s 
“ rebellion of Sir John Hotham, in holding that tion from 
town by a garrifon againfl: him; his demanding 
“juflige from the two Houfes without effedl ; the 
“ feizing his fleet at fea ; and the hoflile acts of Sir 

“ John 
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“ John Hotham upon the inhabitants of that town, 
“ many of whom he turned out of their habitations ; 

and upon the neighbour county, by imprifoning 
“ many, and driving others for fear from their houfes ; 
“ and therefore that he was refolved to reduce tht 
“ fame by force ; inhibiting all commerce or traffic 
with the faid town, whilft it continued in rebel- 
« lion.” 

Which proclamation he likewife fent to both 
Houfes of Parliament, with this further lignification, 
“ That, before he would ufe force to reduce that 
place to its due obedience, he had thought fit once 
“ more to require them, that it might be forthwith 
“ delivered to him ; wherein if they fhould conform 
themfelves, his Majefty would be then willing to 
admit fuch addreffes from them, and return fuch 
“ propofitions to them, as might be proper to fettle 
“ the peace of the kingdom, and compofe the prefent 
“ diftradlions. He wifhed them to do their duty, 
“ and to be affured from him, on the word of a King, 
“ that nothing Ihould be wanting on his part, that 
“ might prevent the calamities wliich threatened the 
“ nation, and might render his people truly happy ; 
“ but if that his gracious invitation fhould be de- 
“ dined, God and all good men muft judge between 
“ them and affigned a day, by which he would ex- 
pert their anfwer at Beverley. 

In the mean time, to encourage the good affedions 
of Nottinghamfhire, which feemed almoft entirely to 
be devoted to his fervice, and to countenance and 
give fome life to his friends in Lincolnfhire, where, 
in contempt of his proclamation, the ordinance of the 
militia had been boldly executed by the Lord Wil- 
loughby of Parham, and fome members of the Houfe 

of 
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of Commons, his Majefty took a fliort progrefs to 
Newark ; and, after a day’s ftay, from thence to Lin- 
coln ; and fo, by the day appointed, returned to Be- 
verley ; having, in both thofe places, been attended 
'«:ith fuch an appearance of the gentlemen and men of 
cjuality, and fo full a concourfe of the people, as one 
might rcafonably have guefled the afFe<ftions of both 
thofe counties would have feconded any juft and re- 
gular fervice for the King. 

They at London were not lefs active ; but, upon 
their fuccefs in the bufinefs of the navy, proceeded to 
make themfelves ftrong enough, at leaft, to keep 
what they had ; and therefore, having, by their ordi- 
nance of tlie militia, many voluntary companies 
formed of men according to their own hearts ; and, 
by their fubferiptions, being fupplied with a good 
ftock of money, and a good number of horfe ; before 
the King’s meftage from Beverley came to them, on 
the twelfth of July, being the fame day the meflage 
went from the King, both Houfes voted and de- 
clared, “ That an army fhould be forthwith raifed thc votes 
“ for the fafety of the King’s perfon ; defence of both noufo for 
“Houfes of Parliament, and of thofe who had obeyed 
“ their orders and commands ; and preferving of the 
“ true religion, the laws, liberty, and peace of the 
“ kingdom. That the Earl of Eflex fhould be their 
“ General, and that they would live and die with 
“ him.” And, having put themfelves into this pof- 
ture of treating, the fame day they agreed that a pe- 
tition fhould be framed, “ to move the King to a 
“ good accord with the Parliament, to prevent a civil 
“ war the which was purpofely then confented to, 
that the people might' believe, the talk of an army and 
a General was only to draw the King to the more rea- 

fonable ’ 
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fonable concefRons. And it is certain, the Rrft was con- 
fented to by many, efpecially of the Iloufe of Peers, (in 
hope the better to compafs the other), with the perfect 
horror of the thought of a war. Though the King’s 
meflage came to them before their own was dil"-. 
patched, yet, without the leaft notice taken of it, and 
left the contents of their petition might be known 
before the arrival of their own meffengers, the Earl of 
Holland, Sir John Holland, and Sir Philip Stapleton, 
being the committee appointed for the fame, made a 
fpeedy and quick journey for Beverley ; and arrived 
in the fame minute that the King came thither from 
Lincoln : fo that his Majefty no fooner heard of the 
raifing an army, and declaring a General againft him, 
but he was encountered with the meffengers for 
peace ; who reported to all whom they met, and with 
whom they converfed, “ that they had brought fo 
“ abfolute a fubmiffion from the Parliament to the 
“ King, that there could be no doubt of a firm and 
“ happy peace and when the Earl of Holland pre- 
fented the petition, he firft made a fhort fpeech to the 
King, telling him, “ that the glorious motto of his 
bleffed father. King James, was Beaii Pacifici, 
“ which he hoped his Majefty would continue ; that 
“ they prefented him with the humble duty of his 
“ two Houfes of Parliament, who defired nothing 
“ from him but his confent, and acceptance of peace ; 
“ they aiming at nothing but his Majefty’s honour 
“ and happinefs and then read their meffage aloud, 
in thefe words : 


To 
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^0 the King's 77ioJi excellent Mujejly^ the humhlc The Pariia- 
tition of the Lords and Comrnofis ajfemhled m Farlia- to the' 

7ne7it. at Bc 

vcrley, July 

“ May it pleafe your Majefty : 

; “ Although we, your Majefty’s moft humble and 
faithful fubjedls, the Lords and Commons in Par- 
“ liament aflemblcd, have been very unhappy in ma- 
ny former petitions and fupplications to your Ma* 

“ jefty; wherein we have reprefented our moft dutiful 
affedlions in advifing and defiring thofe things, 

“ which we held moft neceflary for the prefervation 
“ of God’s true religion, your Majefty’s fafety and 
honour, and the peace of the kingdom : and, with 
“ much forrow, do perceive that your Majefty, in- 
cenfed by many falfe calumnies and flanders, doth 
“ continue to raife forces againft us, and your other 
“ peaceable and loyal fubje<fts ; and to make great 
“ preparations for war, both in the kingdom, and from 
“ beyond the feas; and, by arms and violence, to over- 
rule the judgment and advice of your great coun- 
“ cil ; and by force to determine the queftions there 
tn likpending, concerning the government and liberty 
“ of the kingdom : yet, fuch is our earneft defirc of 
“ difeharging our duty to your Majefty and the king- 
“ dom, to preferve the peace thereof, and to prevent 
the miferies of civil war amongft your fubjedis, 

“ that, notwithftanding we hold ourfelves bound to 
“ ufc all the means and power, wliicli, by the laws 
and conftitutions of this kingdom, we are trufted 
“ with for defence and protedlion thereof, and of tl)e 
“ fubjedts from force and violence, we do, in this 
“ our humble and loyal petition, proftrate ourfelves 
“ at your Majefty’s feet ; befeeching your royal Ma- 
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“ jefty, that you will be pleafed to forbear, and re- 
“ move all preparations and adlions of war ; particu- 
“ larly the forces from about Hull, from Newcaftle, 
“ Tinmouth, Lincoln, and Lincolnlhire, and all other 
“ places. And that your Majefty will recal the com- 
millions of array, which are illegal ; difmifs troops, 
and extraordinary guards by you raifed : that your 
Majefty will come nearer to your Parliament, and 
“ hearken to their faithful advice and humble peti- 
“ tions; which lhall only tend to the defence and ad- 
“ vancement of religion, your own royal honour and 
“ fafety, and the prefervation of our laws and liber- 
*• ties. And we have been, and ever lhall be, careful 
“ to prevent and punilh all tumults, and feditious 
“ adtions, fpeeches, and writings, which may give 
“ your Majefty juft caufe of diftafte, or apprehenfion 
“ of danger. From which public aims and refolu- 
“ tions no linifter or private rcfpedl lhall ever make 
“ us to decline. That your Majefty will leave delin- 
quents to the due courfe of juftice ; and that no- 
“ thing done or fpoken in Parliament, or by any per- 
“ fon in purfuance of the command and direction of 
“ both Houfes of Parliament, be queftioned any 
but in Parliament. 

“ And we, for our parts, lhall be ready to lay 
down all thofe preparations, which we have been 
“ forced to make for our defence. And for the town 
“ of Hull, and the ordinance concerning the militia, 
“ as we have, in both thefe particulars, only fought 
“ the prefervation of the peace of the kingdom, and 
“ the defence of the Parliament from force and vio- 
lence ; fo we lhall moft willingly leave the town of 
** Hull in the ftate it was, before Sir John Hotham 
drew any forces into it ; delivering your Majefty’s 

“ magazine 
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magazine into the Tower of London, and fupplying 
whatfoever hath been difpofed by us for the fervice 
of the kingdom. We fliall be ready to fettle the 
“ militia by a bill, in fuch a way as fhall be honour- 
able and fafe for your Majefty, moll agreeable to the 
" duty of Parliament, and efFedlual for the good of 
the kingdom ; that the llrength thereof be not em- 
“ ployed againft itfelf, and that which ought to be 
“ for our fecurity, applied to our deltruftion ; and 
“ that the Parliament, and thofe who profefs and de- 
“ fire ftill to preferve the Protellant religion, both in 
“ this realm and in Ireland, may not be left naked, 
and indefenfible to the mifchicvous dcfigns and 
cruel attempts of thofe, who are the profell'cd and 
confederated enemies thereof in your Majefty’s do- 
“ minions, and other neighbour nations. To which 
‘‘ if your Majelly’s courfes and counfels fiiall from 
“ henceforth concur, we doubt not but we fhall 
“ quickly make it appear to the world, by the moft 
eminent elfc61s of love and duty, that your Ma- 
“ jefty’s perfonal fafety, your royal honour and great- 
nefs, are much dearer to us than our own lives and 
iL^tunes, which we do moft heartily dedicate, and 
“ lhall moft willingly employ for the fupport and 
“ maintenance thereof.” 

As foon as this petition was read by the Earl of 
Holland, the King told them, “ that the reproaches 
“ caft upon him by it were not anfwerable to the ex- 
prelfions his Lordfhip had made ; and that he w'as 
“ forry that they thought the expofing him and his 
“ honour to fo much fcandal, was the way to procure 
« or preferve the peace of the kingdom : that they 
“ fhoilld fpeedily receive his anfwer j by which the 
“ world would eafily difeero who defired peace 

‘‘ moft.” 
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“ molt.” And accordingly, the fecond day, hi.'; Ma- 
jefty delivered them, in public, his anfwcr to their pe- 
tition, which was likewife read by one of his fervants, 
in thefe words : 

His Majef- His Majsjiy's Aiifvcer to the Petition of the Lords mid 
tysanfwer. Commons offembUd hi PavViamcnt. ^ 

“ Though his Majefty had too great reafon to be- 
“ lieve that the diredlions fent to the Earl of War- 
“ wick, to go to the river Humber, with as many fliips 
“ as he fliould think fit, for all polEble afliftance to 
“ Sir John Hotham, (whilft his Majefty expedled the 
“ giving up of the town unto him), and to carry away 
fuch arms from theiice, as his diferetion thought fit 
“ to fpare out of his Majefty’s own magazine ; the 
“ choofing a General by both Houfes of Parliament, 
“ for the defence of thofe who have obeyed their or- 
“ ders and commands, be they never fo extravagant 
“ and illegal ; their declaration, that, in that cafe, 
“ they would live and die with the Plarl of Efl'ex their 
“ General ; (all which were voted the fame day with 
“ this petition;) and the committing the Lord Mayor 
“ of London to prifon, for executing his Majef y’-' 
“ writs and lawful commands ; were but ill pTologucs 
“ to a petition, which might compofe the mifcrable 
“ diftraflions of the kingdom ; yet his Majefly’s paf- 
“ lionate defire of the peace of the kingdom, togetlicr 
“ with the preface of the prefenters, That tliey had 
brought a petition full of duty and fubmiftion to 
“ his Majefty; and which defired nothing of him, but 
“ his confent to peace, (which his Majefty conceived 
to be the language of both Houfes too), begot a 
“ greedy hope and expeftation in him, that this peti- 
“ tion would have been fuch an introduiftion to 

peace. 
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“ pe3ce, that itT^oetici.at leaft have fatisfied Iiis mcflage 
of the eleventh of this month, by delivering up Hull 
“ unto his Majefty. But, to his unfpeakable grief, his 
“ Majefty hath too much caufe to believe, that the end 
“ of fome perfons, by this petition, is not in truth tp 
give any real fatisfacftion to his Majefty ; but, by 
the fpecious pretences of making offers to him, to 
miflead and feducc his people, and lay fome im- 
“ putation upon him of denying what is fit to be 
granted ; otherwife, it would not have thrown thofc 
“ unjuft reproaches and fcandals upon his Majefty, 

“ for making a necefiary.and juft defence for his own 
fafety ; and fo peremptorily juftified fuch aclions 
againft him, as by no rule of law or juftice can ad- 
“ mit the leaft colour of defence : and, after fo many 
free and unlimited aefts of grace palled by his Ma- 
“ jefty without any condition, have propofed fuch 
“ things which, in juftice, cannot be denied unto 
“ him, upon fuch conditions as, in honour, he cannot 
“ grant. However, that all the world may fee how 
“ willing his Majefty would be to embrace any over- 
“ ture, that might beget a right underftanding be- 
“ him and his two Houfes of Parliament, (with 

“ whom, he is fure, he lhall have no contention, 

“ when the private pradlices and fubtle infinuations 
of fome few malignant perfons fliall be difeovered, 

“ which his Majefty will take care ftiall be fpeedily 
“ done), he hath, with great care, weighed the par- 
“ ticulars of this petition, and returns this anfwer : 

“ That the petitioners were never unhappy in their 
“ petitions or fupplications to his Majefty, while they 
“ defired any tiling which was neceflary or conve- 
“ nient for the prefervation of God’s true religion, 

“ his Majefty’s fafety and honour, and the peace of 
VOL.. I,. F. a. 3 



1074 


THE HISTORY 


Book V. 


“ the kingdom : and therefore/ ivlien rhofe general 
“ envious foundations are laid, his Majefty could 
“ willi fome particular inftances had been applied. 
“ Let envy and malice objeft one particular propoh- 
“ tion for the prefervation of God's true religion 
“ which his Majefty hath refufed to confent to; what 
“ himfelf hath often made for the eafe of tender con- 
“ fciences, and for the advancement of the Proteftant 
“ religion, is notorious by many of his meffages and 
“ declarations. What regard hath been to his ho- 
nour and fafety, when he hath been driven from 
“ fome of his houfes, and kept from other of his 
“ towns by force ; and what care there hath been of 
“ the peace of the kingdom, when endeavours have 
“ been ufed to put all his fubjedls in arms againft 
“ him, is fo evident, that, his Majefty is confident, he 
“ cannot lufi'er by thofc general imputations. It is* 
* “ enough that the world knows what lie hath granted, 

“ and what he hath denied. 

“ For his Majefty’s railing forces, and making pre- 
“ parations for war, (whatfoever the petitioners, by 
“ tlie evil arts of the enemies to his Majefty’s perfon 
and government, and by the calumnies and fl’ahd... 
“ railed againft his Majefty by them, are induced to 
•“ believe), all men may know what is done that w'ay 
“ is but in order to his own defence. Let the peti- 
tioners remember, that (which all the world knows) 
“ his Majefty was driven from his palace of Whitc- 
“ hall for fafety of his life : that both Houfes of Par- 
“ liament, upon their own authority, raifed a guard 
“ to thcmfelves, (having gotten the command of all 
“ the Trained Bands of London to that purpofe), 
“ without the leaft colour or fhadow of danger ; that 
“ they ufurped a power, by their pretended ordinance, 

■ “againft 
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“ againll all principles and elements of law, over tlie 
“ whole militia of the kingdom, without and againft 
“ his Majefty’s confent ; that they took pofl’eflion of 
“ his town, fort, and magazine of Hull, and com- 
“ mitted the fame to Sir John Hotham; who Ihut the 
“ gates againft his Majefty, and, by force of arms, 

“ denied entrance thitlier to his own perfon : that they 
“ juftilied this a6l which they had not directed, and 
“ took Sir John Hotham into their protedlion for 
“ whatfoever he had done, or fhould do, againft his 
“ Majefty : and all this, whilft his Majefty had no 
other attendance than his own menial fervants- 
“ Upon this, the 'duty and affedlion of this county 
“ prompted his fubjedfs here to provide a fmall 
“ guard for his own perfon } which was no looner 
“ done, but a vote fuddenly pafled of his Majefty’s 
“ intention to levy war againft his Parliament, (which, 

God knows, his heart abliorreth) ; and, notwitiiftand- 
“ ing all his Majefty’s profeffions, declarations, and 
“ proteftations to the contrary, feconded by the clear 
“ teftimony of fo great a number of Peers upon the 
pl^e, propofttions and orders for levies of men, 

"»iidrfe, and arms, were fent throughout the king- 
“ dom ; plate and money brought in and received ; 

“ horfe and men raifed towards an army, muftered, 

“ and under command ; and all this contrary to the 
“ law, and to his Majefty’s proclamation : and a de- 
“ claration publiflied, that if he ftiould ufe force for 
“ the recovery of Hull, or fupprelTing the pretended 
“ ordinance for the militia, it fhould be held levying 
war againft the Parliament z and all this done, be- 
fore his Majefty granted any commifiion for the le- 
« vying or railing a man. His Majefty’s fhips were 
“-tai^en from him, and committed to the cuftody of the 

3 z 2 Earl 



THE HISTORY 


Book V. 


“ Earl of Warwick ; who prefumts, under that power, 
“ to ufurp to himfelf the fovereignty of the fea, to 
“ chafe, fright, and imprifon fuch of his Majefty’s 
“ good fubjedls, as defire to obey his lawful com- 
“ mands ; although he had notice of the legal revo- 
“ cation of the Earl of Northumberland’s commiffion 
“ of Admifal, whereby all power derived from that 
“ commiffion ceafed. 

“ Let all the world now judge who begun this w'ar, 
and upon whofe account the miferies, which may 
“ follow, muft be call: ; what his Majefty could have 
“ done lefs than he hath done ; and whether he were 
“• not compelled to make provifion both for the de- 
“ fence of himfelf, and recovery of what is fo vio- 
“ lently and injurioufly taken from him ; and w'he- 
“ ther thcfe injuries and indignities are not juft 
“ grounds for his Majefty’s fears and apprehenfions 
“ of further mifchief and danger to him. Whence 
tlie fears and jealoufies of the petitioners have pro- 
“ ceeded, hath never been difcovcred ; the dangers 
“ they have brought upon his fubjedls are, too evi- 
dent ; what thofc are they have prevented, n-^ man 
“ knows. And therefore his Majefty cannot but Iooj^ 
“ upon that charge as the boldeft, and the moft fcan- 
“ dalous, hatii been yet lard upon him; That this nc- 
“ ceffiiry provifion, made for his own fafety and de- 
■“ fence, is to over-rule the judgment and advice of 
“ his great council ; and by force to determine the 
“ queftions there depending, concerning the govern- 
“ ment and liberty of the kingdom. If no other 
“ force had been raifed to determine thofe queftions, 
“ than by his Majefty, this unhappy mifunderftand- 
“ ing had not been : and his Majefty no longer de- 
“ fires the bleffing and protection of Almighty -God 

“ upon 
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uj)o7Pl)iinfelf.' ailti his pofterity, than he and they 
“ fhall folemnly obferve the due execution of the 
‘‘ laws, in the defence of Tarliaments, and the jiill 
“ freedom thereof. 

“ For the forces about Hull, his Majefty will rc- 
“ move them, when he hath obtained the end for 
“ which they were brought thither. When Hull 
“ fhall be again reduced to his fubjeftion, he will no 
‘‘ longer have an army before it. And wJien he fliall 
“ be allured, that the fame ncceffity and pretence of 
“ public good, which took Hull from him, may not 
“ put a garrifon into Newcaftlc to keep the fame 
“ againft him, he will remove his from thence, and 
“ from Tinmouth ; till when, tiic example of Hull 
“ will not out of his memory. 

“ For the commiffions of array, which are legal, 
“ and are fo proved by a declaration now in the prefs, 
“ his Majcfty wonders why they fhould, at this time, 
“ be thought grievous, and fit to be recalled : if the 
“ fears of invalion and rebellion be fo great, that, by 
“ an illegal pretended ordinance, it is necellary to put 
“ h^ fubje6ls into a pofture of defence, to array, 
•' train, and muftcr them, he knows not why the fame 
“ fhould not be done in a regular, known, lawful 
“ way. But if, in the execution of that commiflion, 
“ any thing fhall be unlawfully impofed upon his 
“ good fubjecils, his Majefly will take all juft and ne- 
“ ceflary care for their redrefs. 

“ For his Majefty’s coming nearer to his Parlia- 
“ ment, liis Majefty hath exprefled himfelf fo fully in 
“ his feveral mefiages, anfwers, and declarations, and 
“ fo particularly avowed a real fear of his fafety, 
“ upon fuch inftances as cannot be anfwered, that he 
^fc4l^th rcalbn to take himfelf fomewhat negleded, 

323 “ that. 
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“ that, lince upon fo manifeft reatons it is not fafe for 
his Majefty to come to them, both his Houfes of 
“ Parliament will not come nearer to his Majefty, or 
“ to fuch a place where the freedom and dignity of 
“ Parliament might be preferved. However, his Ma- 
“ jefty fhall be very glad to hear of fome fuch exam- 
“ pie in their punilhing the tumults (which he knows 
“ not how to expe(ft:, when they have declared that 
“ they knew not of any tumults ; though the Houfc 
“ of Peers defired, both for the freedom and dignity 
“ of Parliament, that the Houfe of Commons would 
*• join with them in a declaration againft tumults ; 
“ which they refufed, that is, neglefted to do) and 
“ other feditious atftions, fpceches, and writings, as 
“ may take that apprehenlion of danger from him ; 
“ though, when he remembers tlie particular com- 
“ plaints himfelf hath made of bufinefles of that 
“ nature, and tliat, inftcad of enquiring out the au- 
thors, negletft of examination hath been, when oifer 
“ liath been made to both Houfes to produce the au- 
“ thors ; as in that treafonable paper concerning the 
“ militia : and when he fees every day pamp'dets 
“ publiftied againft his crown, and againft monar^y 
“ itfelf ; as the obfervations upon his late mefl'ages, 
“ declarations, and exprefles ; and feme declarations 
“ of their own, which give too grejit encouragement, 
“ in that argum’ent, to ill afFe6te4 '*perfons ; his Ma- 
“ jefty cannot, with confidence, entertain thofe hopes 
‘‘ which would be moft welcome to him. 

For the leaving delinquents to the due courfe of 
“ juftice, his Majefty is moft allured there hath been 
“ no Ihelter to any fuch. If the tedioufnefs and de- 
“ lay in profecution, the vaft charge in ofilcers’ fees, 
“ the keeping men under a general accufation, witii-''- 

“ out 
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“ out'TTial, a whoie^xar and more, and fo allowing 
them no way for their defence and vindication, hath 
“ frightened men away from fo chargeable and un- 
certain attendance, the remedy is beft provided 
where the difeafe grew. If the law be the meafure 
‘‘ of delinquency, none fuch are within liis Majefty’s 
‘ protedlion : but if by delinquents fuch are under- 
“ flood, who are made fo by vote, without any tref- 
“ pafs upon any known or eftabliflied law : if by de- 
‘‘ linquents thofe nine Lords are underftood, wlio arc 
“ made delinquents for obeying his Majefty’s fum- 
“ mons to come to him, after their ftay there was 
“ neither fafe nor honourable, by reafon of the tu- 
“ mults, and other violences; and whofe impeachment, 
“ he is confident, is the greateft breach of privilege, 
“ that, before this Parliament, was ever offered to the 
“ Houi'e of Peers : if by delinquents fuch are under- 
“ flood, who refufe to fubmit to the pretended ordi- 
“ nance of the militia ; to that of the navy ; or to any 
“ other, which his Majefty hath not confented to ; 
“ fuch who for the peace of tlic kingdom, in an 
“ hujjible manner, prepare petitions to him, or to both 
• iloufcs, as his good fubjedts of London and Kent 
“ did ; whilft feditlous ones, as that of Effex, and 
“ other places, are allowed and cherifhed : if by dc- 
“ linquents fuch are underftood, who are called fo for 
“ publifhing his proclamations, as the Lord Mayor 
“ of London ; or for reading his mefl'ages and decla- 
“ rations, as divers minifters about London and elfe- 
‘‘ where ; when thofe againft him are difperfed with 
“ all care and induftry, to poifon and corrupt the loy- 
“ alty and aftedlion of his people : if by delinquents 
“ fuch are underftood, who have, or fhall lend his 
iS-Majefty money, in the Univerfities, or in any other 

3 z 4 places ; 
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places; his Majefty declares to ^11 the world, that he 
will protet^ fuch with his utmoft power and ftrength ; 
“ and diredls, that, in thefe cafes, they fubmit not to 
“ any meffengers, or warrant ; it being no lefs his duty 
“ to proteft thofe who are innocent, than to bring 
“ the guilty to condign punilhment ; of both which: 
“ the law is to be judge. And if both Houfes do 
think fit to make a General, and to raife an ar- 
“ my for defence of thofe who obey their orders 
and commands, his Majefty muft not lit ftill, and 
“ fufter fuch who fubmit to his juft power, and are 
“ folicitous for the laws of the land, to perilh and 
“ be undone, becaufe they are called delinquents. 
“ And when they fhall take upon them to difpenfc 
with the attendance of thofe who are called by 
“ his Majefty’s writ, whilft they fend them to fea, 
“ to rob his Alajcfty of his fhips; or into the feve- 
'• ral counties, to put his fubjetfts in arms againft 
“ him ; his Majefty (who only hath it) will not lofe 
the power to dilpenfe with them to attend his own 
“ perfon; or to execute fuch offices, as are neceflary 
“ for the prefervation of himfelf and the kingdom ; 
“ but muft protedl them, though they are called^d^ 
“ linquents. 

“ rk)r the manner of the proceeding againft delin- 
“ quents, his Ma.jefty will proceed againft thofe who 
“ have no privilege of Parliament, or in fuch cafes 
“ where no privilege is to be allowed, as he fhall be 
“ advifed by his learned council, and according to the 
“ known and unqueftlonable rules of the law; it being 
unreafonable, that he ffiould be compelled to pro- 
“ ceed againft thofe who have violated the known 
“ and undoubted law, only before them who have di- 
“ refted fuch violation. 

“ Having 
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Having faid thuk.much to the particulars of the 
“ petition, though his Majefty hath reafon to com- 
“ plain, that, lince the fending this petition, they 
have beaten their drums for foldiers againft him ; 

“ armed their own General with a power deftruiftive 
to the law, and liberty of the fubjedls; andchofen a 
“ General of their horfe ; his Majefty, out of his 
“ princely love, tendernefs, and compaffion of his 
“ people, and defire to preferve the peace of the 
“ kingdom, that the whole force and ftrength of it 
‘‘ may be united for the defence of itfelf, and the re- 
lief of Ireland, (in whofe behalf he conjures both 
“ his Houfes of Parliament, as they will anfwer the 
“ contrary to Almighty God, his Majefty, to .thofe 
“ who truft them, and to that bleeding, miferablc 
“ kingdom, that they fuft'er not any moneys, granted 
“ and colleifted by a<ft of Parliament, to be diverted 
“ or employed againft his Majefty; whilft his foldiers 
“ in that kingdom are ready to mutiny, or perilh for 
“ want of pay ; and the barbarous rebels prevail by 
“ that encouragement), is gracioully pleafed once 
“ mo’"* to propofe and require. 

That his town of Hull be immediately delivered 
“ up to him ; which being done, (though his Majefty 
“ hath been provoked by unheard of infolences of Sir 
“ John Hotham’s, fince his burning and drowning 
“ the country, in feizing his wine, and other provi- 
“ fions for his houfe, and fcornfully iding his fervant, 

“ whom he fent to require them ; faying, it came to 
“ him by providence, and he will keep it; and fo re- 
“ fufing to deliver it, with threats if he, or any other 
“ of his fellow fervants, fhould again repair to Hull 
“ about it ; and in taking and detaining prifoners, di- 
vc-’-s gentlemen, and others, in their paflage over 
V “ tlie 
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“ the Humber into Lincolnfliire/tibout their necelfary 
occalions ; and fuch other indignities, as all gentle- 
“ men mull: refent in his Majelly’s behalf), his Ma- 
“ jefty, to fhew his earneft delire of peace, for which 
“ he will difpenfe with his own honour, and how 
“ far he is from delire of revenge, will grant a free 
“ and general pardon to all perfons within that town. 

That his Majefty’s magazine, taken from Hull, 
“ be forthwith put into fuch hands, as he fhall ap- 
“ point. 

“ That his navy be forthwith delivered into fuch 
“ hands, as he hath dire<Sled for rhe government 
thereof : the detaining thereof after his Majefty’s 
“ directions, publiftied and received, to the contra- 
“ ry; and employing his fhips againft him in fuch 
“ manner as they are now ufed, being notorious high 
treafon in the commanders of thofe fliips. 

“ I'hat all arms, levies, and provilions for a war, 
made by the confent of both Houfes, (by whofe 
“ example his Majefty hath been forced to make 
fome preparations), be immediately laid down ; and 
“ the pretended ordinance for the militia, apd all 
“ power of iinpoling laws upon the fubject wi^ont 
“ his Majefty's confent, be difa vowed ; without which, 
“ the lame pretence will remain to produce the fame 
“ mifehief. All which his Majefty may as lawfully 
demand as to live, and can with no more jufticc 
“ be denied him, than his life may be taken from 
** him. 

“ Thefe being done, and the Parliament adjourned 
“ to a fafe and fecure place, his Majefty promifes, in 
“ the prefence of God, and hinds himfelf by all his 
“ confidence and aflhrancc in the afteeftion of his 
“ people, that he will inftantly, and moft cheer^ftjy 

lav 
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“ lay down all the forlke he Ihall have raifed, and dlf- 
“ charge all his future and intended levies; that there 
•' may be a general face of peace over the whole 
“ kingdom ; and will repair to them : and delires, 
“ that all differences may be freely debated in a par- 
“ liamentary way ; whereby the law may recover its 
due reverence, the fubjecff his juft liberty, and Par- 
“ liaments themfelves their full vigour and cftima- 
“ tion ; and fo the whole kingdom a bleffed peace, 
“ quiet, and profperity. 

“ Ifthefe propofitions fhall be rejcffed, his Majefty 
“ doubts not of the prote(ftion and affiftance of Al- 
“ mighty God, and the ready concurrence of his good 
“ fubjetfts ; who can have no hope left tliem of en- 
joying their own long, if their King may be op- 
preff'ed and fpoiled, and muft be remedilefs. And 
‘ “ though his towns, his flrips, his arms, and his mo- 
ney, be gotten, and taken from him, he hath a good 
“ caufe left, and the hearts of liis people ; which, 
“ with God’s blefling, he doubts not, will recover all 
« the reft. 

L^’iHy, if the prefervation of the Proteftant reli- 
“ gion, tlie defence of the liberty and laws of the 
“ kingdom, the dignity and freedom of Parliament, 
“ and the recovery and the relief of bleeding and mi- 
“ ferable Ireland, be equally precious to the pcti- 
“ tioners, as they arc to his Majefty, (who will have 
no quarrel but in defence of thefe), there will be a 
“ cheerful and fpeedy confent tp what liis Majefty 
“ hath now propofed and delired : and of this his 
“ Majefty expeffs a full and pofitive anfwer by 
“ Wednefday the ayth of this inftant July ; till when 
“ he lhall not make any attempt of force upon Hull, 
‘‘ Imping in the affedfion, duty, and loyalty of the 

“ pe- 
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petitioners : and, in the mearflihic, expcYts that no 
“ iupply of men be put into Hull, nor any of his Ma- 
“ jcfty's goods taken from thence.” 

The whole Court, upon the hearing that petition 
from the two Houfes read, exprelled a marvellous in- 
dignation at the intolerable indignities offered to the 
King by it ; and feemed no better fatisficci with tfle 
melTengcrs ; who had profeffed, that they brought an 
abfolute fubmiflion to his Majcfly ; when, in truth, 
what they brought appeared to be a full juftification 
of whatfoever they had done before, and an implied 
threat of doing worfe, and fixing all the fcandals upon 
his Majefly, which they had fcattered abroad before : 
infomuch that all men expetfted and believed his Ma- 
jefty to be engaged, for the vindication of his princely 
dignity and honour, to return a much fharper anfwer 
to them than he had ever fent. So that, when this' 
which is before fet down (and which had before been 
confentcd to, and approved in the full afl'embly of the 
Peers and Counfellors) was read publicly, it was gene- 
rally thought, that the King had not enough refented 
the infolence and ufurpation of the Parliamcnts^or ap- 
peared fenfible enough of, tlie provocations ; yet the 
thought of a war, which wife men faw adlually levied 
upon the King already, was fo much abhorred, and 
men were fo credulous of every expedient which was 
pretended for peace, that by the next morning (the 
anfwer being delivered in the evening) thefe a6tive 
meffengers for the Parliament perfuaded many “ that 
“ the King’s anfwer was too fliarp, and would provoke. 
“ the Houfes, who were naturally paffionate, to pro- 
“ ceed in the high ways they were in ; whereas, if the 
‘‘ King would abate that ieverity of language, and 
“ would yet take off the preamble of his anfwer, tb'*y 

“ werd. 
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were' 'cohfid^t.'an'u'^ the Earl of Holland privately 
“ offered to undertake, that I'atisfaAion fltould be 
“ iven to all that his Majefty propol’ed.” And, by 
this means, fome were fo far wrought upon, as they 
earneftly importuned the King, “ that he would take 
“ his anfwer, which he had publicly delivered the 
night before, from the melfengers ; and, inftead 
“ thereof, return only the matter of his own propofi- 
tions, in the moft foft and gentle language ; with- 
“ out the preamble, or any mention of the unjiiffifi- 
“ able and unrcafonable demeanor of the Parliament 
towards him.” 

But his Majefty replied, “ that he had for a long 
“ time, even after great provocations, and their firft 
“ general remonftrance to the people, treated with all 
imaginable compliance and lenity of words with 
‘‘ them ; and difeovered their unjuftifiable and ex- 
“ travagant proceedings with and againft him, and 
“ the confequenccs that would inevitably attend their 
“ progrefs in them, with.fuch tender expreflions, as if 
“ he believgi whatever was amifs to proceed from mif- 
‘‘ infoynatiellionly, and unfkilful miftakes : that this 
“ gentlenefs and regard of his was fo far from operat- 
“ ing upon them, that their infolence and irregulari- 
“ ties increafed ; and it might be from that reafon, 

“ that their meffages and declarations were writ in fo 
“ high a diale61:, and with that fovereignty of lan- 
guage, as if he were fubjeft to their jurifdi(51:ion ; 
and did not know but it might have fome influence 
“ upon his people to his diladvantage, that is, raife 
“ terror towards them, and Icflcn their reverence to- 
“ wards his Majefty, when all their petitions and pro- 
“ pofitions were more imperative than his juft and ne- 
“ ceflary refufals : which condcfcenfion his Majefty 
> “ had 
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had brought himfelf to, in IjopeTtliat niyxKamplc, 
“ and their natural ftiarae, would have reformed that 
“ new licenfe of words : that this laft addrefs, under 
“ the name of a petition, (a few days after they had 
“ violently raviflied his whole fleet from him ; and 
“ prepared the fame day, that they had chofen a Gc- 
“ neral, to whom they had I'worn allegiance, to leid 
“ an army againft him), contained a peremptory juf- 
“ tification of whatfoever they had done, and as per- 
“ emptory a threatening of whatfoever they could do : 

“ and therefore, if he fhould now retradl his anfwer, 

“ which had been folemnly confidered in council, be- 
“ fore all the Peers, and which in truth implied ra- 
“ ther a princely refentment of the indignities of- 
“ fered to him, than flowed with any fliarp or bitter 
“ expreflions, he fhould, by fuch yielding, give en- 
“ couragement to new attempts ; and could not but • 
“ much difeourage thofe, upon whofe afiedlions and 
“ loyalty he was principally to depend ; who could 
“ not think it fafe to raife themfelves to an indigna- 
“ tion on his behalf, when he exprefl'ed ^fo tender or 
“ fo little fenfe of his own fufFeringSj||ibefltks, that 
“ he was then upon an avowed hoftile enterprife for 
“ the redudlion of Hull ; towards which he was to 
‘‘ ufe all pollible means to draw a force together, 

“ equal to that defign ; and by fuch a retradlion as 
“ this propofed, and a feeraing declenfion of his fpi- 
“ rit, and depending upon their good natures, who 
“ had done all this mifehief, he fhould not only be 
“ inevitably difappointed of the refort of new ftrength, 

“ but, probabl)', deferted by thofe few whom he had 
“ brought together : that he could not reafonably or 
“ excufably depend upon the undertaking of the Earl 
“ of Holland ; who had fo grofslv deceived him in 

' “ other\ 
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“ othcv urulertaiCiiigc^ which were immediately in his 
“ own power to have performed : whereas neither he, 
“ nor eitiier of the other two gentlemen, who were 
“ joined with him in this employment, had fo much 
“ intereft with the adfive and prevailing party, as to 
“ know more of their intentions than was at prefent 
*“ neceflary to be difeovered for their concurrence. 

“ He laid, that he had never yet confented to any 
“ one particular, fince the beginning of this Parlia- 
“ ment, by which he had received prejudice, at the 
“ doing whereof he had not the folcmn undertakings 
“ and promifes of thofe, who were much abler to juf- 
“• tify their undertakings than the Earl of Holland; 
‘‘ and upon whom he only depended, that it Ihould 
“ be no dilTervice to him, and would be an infallible 
“ means to compafs all that his Majefty defired : but 
“ lie had always found thofe promifers and undcr- 
“ takers, though they could eminently carry on any 
“ counfel, or conclulion, that was againll law, jufticc, 
“ or his right, had never power to reduce or reftrain 
“ thofe agitations within any bounds of fobriety and 
“ moder-j-tion : and when they found that many would 
“ not be guided by them, that they might feem Hill 
to lead, themlelves as furioully followed the other; 
“ and reforted again to ins Majefty witli fbme new 
“ expedient, as deftni6tivc as the former. So that he 
“ was refolved to rely upon God Almighty, and not 
“ fo much to depend upon what might poflibly pre- 
“ vail upon the aftebtions of thofe, from whom, rea- 
“ fonably, he could not expeeft any good, as upon 
“ fuch plain and avowed courfes, as, let the fuccels be 
“ what it would, muft, to all judging men, appear to 
“ be prudently and honourably relied on : and there- 
“ fore he politively refufed to make the Icaft altera- 
. “ tion 
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tion in his anfwer.” And fo the msflJfengers de- 
parted, leaving the court and country worfe aife^lcd 
than they found it ; and branding feme particular 
perfons, whom they found lefs inclined to be ruled by 
their profeflions and promifes, “ as the authors of a 
“ civil war and making them as odious as they 
could, wherever they came. 

And fure, from that time, the Earl of Holland was 
more tranfported from his natural temper and gentle- 
nefs of difpohtion, into pallion and animolity againft 
the King and his minifters ; and, having been nothing 
pleafed with his own condition at London, finding the 
Earl of Eli'ex (whom he did not fecretly love, and did 
indeed contemn) to draw all men’s eyes towards him, 
and to have the greateft intereft in their hearts, he 
had ferioufly intended, under colour of this meffage 
to the King, to difeover if there were any fparks yet 
left in his royal breaft, which might be kindled into 
afledtion, or acceptation of his fervice ; and hoped, if 
he could get any credit, to redeem his former tref- 
pafies : but w'hen he not only found his Majefty cold 
towards him, but cafily enough difcerned,i,hy his re- 
ception, that all former inclinations were de^, and 
more than ordinary prejudices grown up towards him 
in their places, and that his advices were rejedfed, he 
returned with rancour equal to the mofl: furious he 
went to ; and heartily joined and concurred towards 
the fuppreffing that power, in the adminiftration 
whereof he was not like to bear any part. 

His Majefty having, by his anfwer, obliged himfelf 
not to make any forcible attempt upon Hull till the 
37th of July, by which time he might reafonably cx- 
pedl an anfwer to his propofitions, in the mean time 
rel’olvcd to make fome Ihoit progrefs into the neigh- 
bour 
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hour counties ; and accordingly, the fame day the 
mcflengers departed, the King went to Doncafter; 
and the next day to Nottingham; and fo to Leicefter; 
where he heard the Earl of Stamford, and fome other 
parliament men, were executing tlie ordinance of the 
militia : but, before his Majefty came thither, they 
iremoved themfelves to Northampton ; a town fo true 
to them, as, if they had been purfued, would have 
fimt their gates againlf the King himfelf, as Hull had 
done. 

At Leicefter the King was received with great ex- 
prelftons of duty and loyalty, by the appearance of the 
Trained Bands, and full acclamations of the people ; 
yet there were two accidents that happened there, 
which, if they be at all remembered, will manifeft, 
that if the King were loved there as he ought to be, 
that the Parliament was more feared than he. It hap- 
pened to be at the time of the general ailizes, and Juf- 
ticc Reeve (a man of a good reputation for learning 
and integrity ; and who, in good times, would have 
been a good Judge) fate there as Judge ; and Mr. 
Henry . TiLnVthgs, younger fon to the Earl of Hunting- 
don, was purpofely made High Sheriff, to contain the 
county within the limits of their duty by the power of 
that office, as w'ell as by the intereft and relation of 
his family. The Earl of Stamford, and his afliftants, 
had departed the town but few hours before his Ma- 
iefty’s entrance ; and had left their magazine, which 
w’as indeed the magazine of the county, in a little 
ftore-houfe at the end of the town, guarded by fome 
inferior officers, whom they had brought down to train 
and exercife the militia, and other zealous and de- 
voted men of the county, in all to about the number 
of twenty-five, who had barricaUocd the door of the 
VOL. r» p. a. 4 A. houle; 
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houfc ; and prordlcd “ to keep it againfi; all de- 
“ manders having provifions within it of all forts. 
The King was very unwilling (coming in fo peaceable 
a manner, at fo peaceable a time) to take any notice 
of it. On tlic other hand, it was an adl of too great 
infolencc to be fuffered ; and, upon the matter, to 
leave a garrifon of the rebels in polieflion of the town ; 
and therefore he fent word to the Judge, “ that if he 
“ took not fome legal way to remove fuch a force io 
“ near his Majcfty, his Majefty would do it in fome 
“ extraordinary courfc which, upon the fudden, 
ivould have puz/Jed him to have done ; having nei- 
ther foldier, cannon, nor powder to efFeft it ; the 
w'ant of which as much troubled the SherifF. In the 
end, the gentlemen of the country, who had not yet 
otherwife declared thcmfelves on either fide, than by 
waiting on his Majcfty, finding that the King would 
not go from the town till that nuifance was removed ; 
and that it might bring inconveniences, charge, and 
mifehief to the county of a high nature ; fo prevailed, 
that, as his Majcfty was contented to take no notice 
of it, fo they wdthin the houfe, in the nigHT,'-«Don af- 
furance of fafety and liberty to go whither they w'ould, 
removed and left the houfc ; and fo that matter was 
quieted. 

The other accident was, or was like to have 
proved, more ridiculous : Some of the King’s fervants, 
hearing that the Earl of Stamford, and the other mi- 
litia men, were newly gone out of the town, had of 
themfelves, coming thither before the King, galloped 
after them ; intending to have apprehended them, 
and brought them before the King ; and, though the 
other were too fleet for them, had, in the way, over- 
taken Dr. Baftwick, a man well known, who had been 

a prin- 
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a principal officer with tiicm at Leicefter, and fled at 
the fame time, but could not keep pace with his com- 
manders : him they brought to the town, where, by 
the SherifF, he was committed to prifon ; having con- 
fefled enough treafon, and juftifying it, as w'ould have 
juftly hanged any fubjcdl. The King thought once 
to have had him indidled then at the aflizes, upon the 
plain ftatute of 25 Edw. III. But the Judge befouglit 
his Majcfty not to put a matter of fo great moment, 
upon which the power of the two Houfes of Parlia- 
ment, and a Parliament fitting, mufl: be determined, 
before one Angle Judge, vvhofe reputation was not 
enough to bear fo great a burden : however, he de- 
clared his own opinion fully to his Majefty, “ that it 
“ was treafon ; which, lie believed, all the other 
“ Judges muft acknowledge ; and, if convened toge- 
“ ther by his Majefly to that purpofe, he thought a 
“ joint declaration and refolution of all together might 
“ be of great ufe to the King ; whereas the publilh- 
“ ing of his particular opinion could only deftroy 
“ himfelf, and nothing advance his Majefty’s fervice ; 
“ bcA^pjt^he had no rcafon to be fo confident of the 
“ country, as to conclude, that a jury, then fuddenly 
“ fummoned, would have courage to find the bill ; 
“ and then their not doing it, if it were attempted, 
“ would prove a greater countenance to the ordinance, 
“ than the votes of the two Houfes had yet given it.” 
This laid rcafon gave his Majefly fatisfatflion ; fo that 
he was contented that the fellow fliould be kept in 
prifon, and the trial be deferred, till he could conve- 
niently fummon more Judges to be prtd'ent. 

His Majefly was no fooner perfuaded to be content 
that this profecution might be fufpended, but the 
clofe agents for the Parliament's fervice, wJio were not 
V 4 A 2 yet 
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yet difcovered, but appeared very entire to the King, 
fo dexteroufly carried thetnfelves, that they prevailed 
with thofe gentlemen of the country, whole zeal to 
his Majefty was moft eminent and unqueftionable, 
and even with the Judge himfelf, “ to wifh, that his 
“ Majefty would freely and gracioufly difcharge the 
“ Dofftor of his imprifonment ; or give the Judge 
“ leave to do fo upon a Habeas Corpus (which he 
was advifed to rccpiirc) : “ And that it would be fuch 
“ an aft of mercy and lingular juftice, that would not 
“ only work upon the people of that county to his 
" Majefty’s advantage, but muft have a great influ- 
“ ence upon the whole kingdom, and even upon the 
“ Parliament itfelf.” And w'ith this ftrange delire the 
good Judge, and thofe principal gentlemen, confident- 
ly came to the King, the night before he intended to 
return northward. Ilis Majefty told them, “ he 
“ would think of it till the next morning.” And, in 
the mean time, concluding by what he heard, that 
though he lliould refufe to difcharge him, or to con- 
lent that he Ihould be difeharged, his reftraint would 
not be long in that place after his departu^e^}>‘^^^ peo- 
ple already reforting to him with great licence, and 
the Doftor, according to his nature, talking feditiouf- 
ly and loudly, he direfted “ a mcllenger of the cham- 
“ ber very early, with fuch afliftance as the Sheriff 
“ Ihould give him, to carry him away to Nottingham; 
“ and, by the help of that Sheriff, to the gaol at 
“ York which was executed accordingly with ex- 
pedition and fecrefy ; if either of which had been ab- 
fent, it is certain the common people had refeued 
him ; which, of how trivial a moment foever it lhall 
be thought, I could not but mention as an inftance of 
the fpirit and temper of tlut time, and the great dif- 

advantage 
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advantage the King was upon, that fo many very good 
men thought fit, at a time, when very many hundreds 
of perfons of honour and quality were imprifoned with 
all ftriiflncfs and fcverity by the Parliament, upon the 
bare fufpicion that they meant to go to the King, or 
that they wifh,ed well to him, or for not fubmitting to 
fome illegal order or command of theirs, that the 
King Ihould difcharge an infamous perfon, taken in 
an aft of high treafon, and who more frankly arvd 
avowedly profelied fedition, than he did the fcicncc 
of which he pretended to be Doftor. 

The King, according to his appointment, returned 
towards Hull, in expedtation of an anl'wcr from the 
Parliament; which came two days after the appointed 
day, but with no folemnity of mellengers, or other ce- 
remony, than indofed to one of the Secretaries to be 
prefented to the King, in which they told him, 

“That they could not, for the prefent, with iheTiie Pariia- 
“ difcharge of the truft repofed in them for the fafety 
“ of the King and kingdom, yield to thole demands 
“ of hi« Majelly. The reafon why they took into their 
“ cuitody the town of Hull, the ntagazine, and navy; 

“ palled the ordinance of the militia ; and made pre- 
“ paration of arms ; was for fecurity of religion, the 
“ fafety of his Majefty’s perfon, of the kingdom, and 
“ Parliament ; all which they did fee in evident and 
“ imminent danger ; from which when they fliould 
“ be fccured, and that the forces of the kingdom 
“ fliould not be ufed to the deftruftion thereof, they 
“ fhould then be ready to withdraw the garrifon out 
“ of Hull, to deliver the magazine and navy, anct 
“ fettle the militia, by bill, in fuch a way as fhould 
“ be honourable and fafe for his Majefty, moll agrees 
“ able to the duty of Parliament, and cfteftual for 

4 A 3 “ the 
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“ the good of the kingdom ; as they had profeffed in 
“ their late petition. And for adjourning the Parlia- 
“ ment, they apprehended no reafon for his Majefty 
“ to require it, nor fecurity for themfelves to confent 
“ to it. And as for that reafon which his Majefty 
“ was pleafed to exprefs, they doubted not but the 
“ ufual place would be as fafe for his royal perfon, as 
“ any other ; confidering the full aliurance they had 
“ of the loyalty and fidelity of the city of London to 
“ his Majefty and the care whicli his Parliament 
“ would ever liave to prevent any danger, which his 
“ Majefty might juftly apprehend ; beftdes the mani- 
fold conveniences to be had there, beyond any 
“ other parts of the kingdom. And as for the laying 
“ down of arms ; when the caufes which moved them 
“ to provide for the defence of his Majefty, the king- 
(lorn, and Parliament, fhould be taken away, they 
“ fhould very w'illingly and clieerfully forbear any 
“ furtlier preparations, and lay down their force al- 
“ ready raifed.” 

Which replication, as they called it, tOfdds Ma- 
jcfty's anfwcr, they ordered “ to be printed, and read 
in all churches and chapels within the kingdom of 
“ Jingland, and dominion of Wales.” 

And fo the war was now denounced by their exprefs 
words againft his Majefty, as it had been long before 
m their adlions; and both parties feemed to give over 
all thoughts of further treaties and overtures ; and 
each prepared to make themfelves conliderable by the 
ftrength and power of fuch forces as they could draw 
v+ogether. 

In London they intended nothing but the forming 
of their army, and fuch other things of power, as were 
in order thereunto. To that purpofe, the bill for the 

payment 
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payment of tonnage and poundage being expired on 
the firft day of July, and they having lent anotlicr of 
the fame nature to the King for his confent, for fix 
months longer, his Majefty, fince he faw that, and all 
other money properly belonging to him, violently 
taken from him, and employed by them againft him, 
refilled to give his royal aflent thereunto: ^'hereupon, 
without the leafthefitation, (albeit it had been enacted 
this very Parliament, “ that whofoever fiiould pre- 
“ fume to pay or receive that duty, after the expira- 
“ tion of the a<Sl, before the fame was regranted to his 

Majefty with the confent of the Lords and Com- 
“ mons, fhould be in a prannunire which is the 
heavieft punifhment inflifted by law, but the lofs of 
life), they appointed and ordered by the power of the 
two Uoufes, (which tliey called an ordinance of Par- 
liament), “ that the fame duty fhould be continued ; 
“ and declared, that they would five all perfons con- 
“ cerned from any penalty or punifliment whatfo- 
“ ever by which they now became poftefled of the 
cuftoms in their own right. 

To.vards fuch as any ways (though under the obli- 
gation of oaths or offices) oppofed or difcountenanccd 
what they went about, they proceeded with the moft 
extravagant feverity that had been ever heard of ; of 
which I fliall only mention two inftanccs ; the firft, 
of the Lord Mayor of London, Sir Richard Gurney, 
a citizen of great wealth, reputation, and integrity ; 
whom the Lords had, upon the fomplaint of the 
Iloufc of Commoi\s, before their fending the laft pe- 
tition to the King, (of which his Majefty gave them a 
touch in his anfwcr), committed to the Tower of Lon- 
don ; for caufing the King’s proclamation againft the 
militia, by virtue of his Majefty 's writ to him di- 
• 4 A. 4 rcdlcd. 
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redtedj and according to the known duty of his place, 
to be publicly proclaimed. And fliortly after, that 
they might have a man more compliant with their dc- 
figns to govern the city, notwithftanding that he in- 
fifted upon his innocence, and made it appear that he 
was obliged by the laws of the land, the cuftoms of 
the city, and the conftitution of his office and his' 
oath, to do whatfoever he had done ; he was by their 
Lordffiips, in the prefence of the Commons, adjudged 
“ to be put out of his office of Lord Mayor of Lon- 
“ don ; to be utterly incapable of bearing office in 
city or kingdom, and of all honour or dignity; and 
to be imprifoned during tlie pleafure of the two 
“ Iloufes of Parliament.” And, upon this fentence, 
Alderman Pennington, fo often before mentioned, 
was, by tlie noife and clamour of the common people, 
againft the cuftoms and rules of election, made Mayor, 
and accordingly inftalled ; and the true, old, worthy 
Mayor committed to the Tower of London ; where, 
with notable courage and conftancy, he continued al- 
moft to liis death. 

The other inftance I think fit to mention L that of 
Judge Mallet ; who, as is before remembered, was 
committed to the Tower the laft Lent, for having feen 
a petition prepared by the Grand Jury of Kent, for the 
countenance of the Book of Common Prayer, and 
againft the impofition of the militia by' ordinance 
V'ithout tlie royal aft’ent. This Judge (being, this 
furnmer circuit, again Jqdge of affize for thofe coun- 
ties) fitting at Maidftone upon the great affize, fomc 
members of the Houfe of Commons, under the ftyle 
and title of a Committee of Parliament, came to the 
bench ; and, producing fome votes, and orders, and 
declarations of one or both Honfes, “ required him. 
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' in the name of the Parliament, to caufe thofe pa- 
“ pers” (being on the behalf of the ordinance of the 
militia, and againft the commiffion of array) “ to be 
“ read.” He told them, “ that he fat there by virtue 
“ of his Majefty’s commiflions ; and that he was au- 
“ thorifed to do any thing comprifed in thofe com- 

• “ miflions ; but he had no authority to do any thing 
“ elfe; and therefore, there being no mention, in either 
“ of his commiffions, of thofe papers, or the publifh- 
“ ing any thing of that nature, he could not, nor 
“ would not do it and fo (finding lefs refpeft and 
fubmiffion than they expedled, both to their perfons 
and their bufinefs, from the learned Judge, and that 
the whole county, at leafi: the prime gentlemen and 
the Grand Jury, which reprefented the county, con- 
temned both much more) this committee returned to 
the Houfe with great exclamations againft Mr. Juftice 
Mallet, “ as the fomenter and protestor of a malig- 
“ nant fadlion againft the Parliament.” And, upon 
this charge, a troop of horfe was lent to attend an of- 
ficer ; who came with a warrant from the Houfes, or 
fome .Committee, (whereas Juftice Mallet, being an 
alliftant of the Houfe of Peers, could not regularly be 
fummoned by any other authority), to Kingfton in 
Surrey, where the Judge was keeping tlic general af- 
fizes for that county j and, to the unipcakablc diflio- 
nour of the public juftice of the kingdom, and the 
fcandal of all minifters or lovers of juftice, in that vio- 
lent manner took the Judge from the bench, and car- 
ried him prifoner to Weftminfter; from whence, by 
the two Houfes, he was committed to the Tower of 
London ; where he remained for the fpacc of above 
two years, without ever being charged with any parti- 
cular 
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cular crime, till he was redeemed by his Majefty by 
tile exchange of another, whofc liberty they delired. 

By thefe heightened adls of power and terror, they 
quickly demonftrated how unfecure it would be for 
any man, at leaft not to concur with them. And, 
having a General, arms, money, and men enough at 
their devotion, they eafily formed an army, publicly 
difpofing fuch troops and regiments, as had been 
raifed for Ireland, and, at one time, one hundred 
thoufand pounds of that money, which, by aft of 
Parliament, had been paid for that purpofe, towards 
the conftituting that army, which was to be led 
againft their lawful Sovereign. So that it was very 
evident, they would be in fuch an equipage within 
few weeks, both with a train of artillery, horfe, and 
foot, all taken, armed, furnifhed, and fupplied out of 
his Majefty’s own magazines and ftores, that they had 
not rcafon to fear any oppolition. In the mean time, 
they declared, and publifhed to the people, “ that 
they raifed that army only for the defence of the 
Parliament, the King’s perfon, and the religion, li- 
berty, and laws of the kingdom, and of thdfe,- who, 
“ for their faices, and for thofe ends, had obeyed their 
“ orders : that the King, by the inftigation of evil 
“ counfellors, had raifed a great army of Papifts ; by 
“ which he intended to awe and delfroy the Parlia- 
" ment ; to introduce popery and tyranny : of which 
“ intention, they faid, his requiring Hull ; his fend- 
“ ing out commiflions of array ; befpeaking arms and 
“ ammunition beyond the fcas; (there having been 
fome brought to him by the Blip called the Provi- 
“ dence) ; his declaring Sir John Hotham traitor ; and 
the putting out the Earl of Northumberland from 

“ being 
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“ being Lord High Admiral of England ; his remov- 
“ ing the Earl of Pembroke, Elfex, Holland, the 
“ Lord Fielding, and Sir Henry Vane, from their fe- 
“ vcral places and employments ; were fufficient and 
“ ample evidences ; and therefore they conjured all 
' “ men to affift their General, the Earl of Elfex.” 

And, for their better and more fecret tranfadlion of 
all fuch counfels, as were neceflary to be entered 
upon, or followed, they made a committee, of fome 
choice members of either Houfe, to intend the great 
bulinefs of the kingdom with reference to the army ; 
who had authority, without fo much as communicat- 
ing the matter to the Houfe, to imprifon perfons, feize 
upon their eftates ; and many otlier particulars, wliich 
the two Houfes, in full Parliament, had not the Icaft 
regular, legal, juftifiable authority to do. And for 
the better encouragement of men to engage in the 
fervice, the Lord Kimbolton, and the live members of 
the Houfe of Commons, formerly accufed by his Ma- 
jefty of high treafon, upon folemn debate, had feveral 
regiments cotiferred on them ; and, by their example, 
many other members of both Houfes, lome upon their 
lownefs, and decayednefs of their fortunes, others to 
get name and reputation to be in the number of re- 
formers, (amongft whom they doubted not all places 
of honour, or offices of profit, would be beftowed), 
mofi: upon the confidence, that all would be ended 
without a blow, by the King’s want of power to ga- 
ther ftrength, defired and obtained command of horfc 
or foot ; their quality making amends for their want 
of experience, and their other defetifs; which were 
repaired by many good officers, both Englilh and 
Scots ; the late troubles having brought many of that 
tribe to London, and the reputation of the Earl of 

Efl'cx 
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ElTex having drawn others, out of the Low Count’^les, 
to engage in that fervice. In the choice of which 
officers, whilft they accufed the King of a purpofe to 
bring in a foreign force, and of entertaining Papifts, 
they neither conlidered nation nor religion j but en- 
tertained all ftrangers and foreigners, of what re- 
ligion foever, who delired to run their fortune in the 
war. 

On the other hde, preparations were not made 
with equal expedition and fuccels by the King, to- 
wards a war : for, though he well underftood and 
difeerned that he had nothing elfe to truft to, he was 
to encounter ftrange difficulties to do that. He was 
fo far from having money to levy or pay foldicrs, 
that he was, at this very time, compelled, for very real 
want, to let fall all the tables kept by his officers of 
iVate in court, by which fo many of all qualities fub- 
lifred ; and the Prince, and Duke of York, eat with 
his Majefty ; which table only was kept. And who- 
ever knows the conftitution of a court, well knows 
what indifpofitions naturally flow from thofe declen- 
fions ; and how ill thofe tempers bear any diminution 
of their own intcrefts ; and, being once indifpofed 
tliemfelves, how ealily they infedl others. And tliat 
whicli made the prefent want of money the more in- 
tolerable, there was no vilible hope from whence fup- 
ply could come, in any reafonable time : and that 
which was a greater want than money, which men ra- 
ther feared than found, there were no arms ; for, not- 
withftanding the fame of the great llore of ammuni- 
tion brought in by that ffiip, it conlifted only in 
truth of cannon, powder, and bullet, with eight hun- 
dred mufkets, which was all the King’s magazine. So 
that the haftening of levies, which at that time was 
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believed would not prove difficult, would be to little 
pu'rpofc, when they ffiould continue unarmed. But 
that which troubled the King more than all thefe real 
incapacities of making war, was the temper and con- 
ftitution of his own party ; which was compounded, 
lor the moll part, in court, council, and country, of 
rnen drawn to him by the impulfion of confcience, 
and abhorring the unjuft and irregular proceedings of 
the Parliament ; otherwife unexperienced in adtion, 
and unacquainted with the myltcries and neccllliry 
policy of government ; fevere obfervers of the law, 
and as fcrupulous in all matters relating to it, as the 
other pretended to be : all his Majefty’s ancient 
counfellors and fervants, (except fome few of killing 
honour, whom we ffiall have occalion often to men- 
tion), that they might redeem former ovcrlights, of 
for other unworthy dcligns, being cither publicly 
againft him in London, or privately diferediting his 
intereft and adlions in his own court. Thefe men 
Itill urged “ the execution of the law ; that what ex- 
“ travaganccs foever the Parliament pradlifed, the 
“ King’s obfervation of the law would, in the end, 
“ fupprefs them all and, indeed, believed the raif- 
ing a war to be fo wicked a thing, that they thought 
it impoffible the Parliament ffiould intend it, even 
when they knew what th*ey were doing. However 
they concluded, “ that he, that was forwarded: in the 
“ preparing an ai;my, would be firft odious to the peo- 
“ pie ; by the affedlions of whom, the other would be 

cafily fupprelied.” 

This was the general received dodlrine; and though 
it appeared plainly to others, (of equal affedlion ta 
the public peace), how fatal thofe conclulions, in that 
IVnfe in which they were urged, muft prove to the 

whole 
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whole kingdom; and how foon the King muft be ir 
recoverably loft, if he proceeded not more vigoro'ui- 
ly in his defence ; yet even thofe men durft not, in 
any formed and public debate, declare themfclvcs ; or 
fpcak that plain Englifh the ftate of affairs required ; 
but fatisfied themfelves with fpcaking, what they 
thought neceflary, to the King in private ; by which 
means the King wanted thofe firm and folid founda- 
tions of counfel and forcfight, that were moft necef- 
fary for his condition : fo that he could neither im- 
part the true motives and grounds of any important 
acftion, nor difcover the utmoft of his defigns. And 
lb he ftill feemed (notwithftanding the greateft and 
avowed preparations of the enemy) to intend nothing 
of hoftility, but in order to the reducing of Hull ; the 
benefit of which, he hoped, would engage the Trained 
Bands of that great county, (which was the foie 
ftrength he yet drew thither), till he could bring other 
forces thither, which might be fit for that, or any 
other defign. 

But there was another reafon of his Majefty’s going 
to and ftaying at Beverly, than was underftood ; and, 
it may be, if it had been known, might have pro- 
duced a better effedl ; which I think neceflary to in- 
fert in this place. The Lord Digby, wdiom we have 
mentioned before, in the fifft diforder, by which the 
King and Queen were driven from l^ondon, to have 
left England, and to be after unreafonably accufed by 
the Houfe of Commons of high treafon, had remaine<l 
from that time in Holland ; and, hearing the King’s 
condition at York to be fo much improved beyond 
what he left it at ‘Wdndfor, had, with fume commands 
from the Queen, arrived there very privately, and 
ftaid fome days in a difguife at York, revealing 
* liimfclf 
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iiimfelf to very few friends, and fpeaking with the 
king in fo fecret a manner in the night, that no no- 
tice was taken of his being there ; and, finding the 
King’s affairs not in fo good a pofture as he cxpedled, 
and conceiving it yet not fit for him to appear, re- 
folved to return again to the Queen, and to haften 
.that provifion of arms and ammunition, without which 
it was not poflible for the King to rclift any violence 
that threatened liim ; and fo, in the fame bark whicli 
brought him over, he went again to fea for Holland, 
with Wilmot, Afiiburnham, Pollard, and Berkley ; 
who purpofely removed themfelves from court, upon 
the clamour of* the Parliament, till the King was 
ready to ufe their fervice. They were not many hours 
at fea, when they met the Providence, (wliich we 
mentioned before), with the ammunition, which was 
only wanted ; and, well knowing her, they agreed, 
that Wilmot, Pollard, and Berkley, fliould return 
“ with the ammunition to the King; and Digl)y and 
“ Col. Afhburnham fliould purfuc their former in- 
“ tentions for Holland.” But their parleys continued 
fo long, that the Parliament flrips, who had watched 
and chafed the Providence, came up to them, and 
though the Ihip efcaped, and run on fhore, as was be- 
fore mentioned, yet the fly-boat, in which the Lord 
Digby was, could not fo well get away ; but was taken 
by them, and carried in with fo much the more tri- 
umph into Hull, that they had been difippointcd of 
their greater prize. Col. Afliburnham, though he 
was in great umbrage with the Parliament, and one of 
thofe delinquents, whom they reproached the King 
with, was fo well known to Sir John Hotham, with 
whom he flood in a good degree of familiarity, that 
he could not difl'cmble or conceal Iiimfelf ; but the 

Lord 
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Lord Digby, being in fo real a difguifc, that his near- 
eft friends would not eafily have known him, pre- 
tended to be a Frenchman, whofe language he fpoke 
excellently ; and fcemed to be fo fea-llck, that he 
kept himfelf in the hole of the bark, till they came to 
Hull ; and, in that time, difpofed of fuch papers as 
were not fit to be perufed ; and wlien he came on 
Jhore, fo well counterfeited ficknefs, and want of 
health, that he eafily procured himfelf to be fent, un- 
der a guard, to fome obfcure corner for repofe ; whilft 
Col. Aftiburnham, who was the only prifoner they 
thought worth the looking after, was carefully carried 
to the Governor ; who received him with as much ci- 
vility as he could reafonably expecft. 

The Lord The Lord Digby, being by himfelf, quickly conli- 
luafiiaaiont dctcd thc dcfperatenefs of his condition : ‘‘ that it 
.Tohniio- “ would not be poflible to conceal himfelf long, be- 
jiuii" "* known to many who were in the Provi- 

“ dcnce, and the garrifon quickly knowing whatfo- 
“ ever was fpoken of in the country : that he was, 
how unjuftly or unreafonably foever, the moft 
“ odious man of the kingdom to the Parliament ; into 
“ whofe hands if he ftiould then come, his life would 
be, at leaft, in apparent hazard.” And how to get 
himfelf out of that labyrinth was very difficult, fince 
Sir John Ilotham was fo far from any inclination of 
kindnefs towards him, as he had owned to Col. Affi- 
burnham, that he was in the number of his moft no- 
torious enemies. Plowevcr, in this eminent extremity, 
(as he is a man of the greateft prefence of mind, and 
the leaft appalled upon danger, that I have knowm), 
he refolved not to give himfelf over ; and found 
means to make one of his guard, in broken Engliffi, 
which might well have become any Frenchman, un- 
derhand. 
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u'^rftand, “ that he defired to fpeak privately with the 
“ Governor ; and that he would difcover fome fecrcts 
“ of the King’s and Queen’s to him, that would high- 
ly advance the fervice of the Parliament.” The 
fellow made hafte to let the Governor know thefe good 
, ridings; who underftanding French well, as fpeedily 
fent for the Frenchman ; who was brought before 
him in the prefence of much company, and, without 
any difordcr, gave fnch an account of himfelf, as they 
underftood him to have feen much of the French fer- 
vice, (of which he fpoke very fluently), and to have 
come over recommended to the King for fome com- 
mand, if he fhould have occafion to ufe foldiers ; as, 
he faid, people abroad conceived him likely to have. 
After he had entertained the company with fuch dif- 
courfe, there being prefent fome gentlemen, who 
• came lately out of France, and fo being the more cu- 
rious to adminifter queftions, he applied himfelf to 
the Governor ; and told him, “ that if he might be 
“ admitted to privacy w'ith him, he would difcover 
fomewhat to him, which he would not repent to 
“ have known,” The Governor, who was a man apt 
enough to fear his own fafety, but more apprehenfivc 
of the jealoufies which would attend him, (for his cld- 
eft fon, and fome others, were more abfolutely con- 
fided in by the Parliament than himfelf, and were in 
truth but fpies ovxr him), would not venture himfelf 
in another room ; but drew him to a great wdndow at 
a conven-ient diftance from the company, and wiflted 
him “ to fay w'hat he thought fit.” The Lord Digby, 
finding he could not obtain more privacy, afked him, 
in Englifli, “ whether he knew him ?” The other, fur- 
prifed, told him “No.” “ Then,” faid he, “ I fhalltry 
“ whether I know Sir John llotham ; and whether 
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“ he be, in truth, the fame man of honour I have a]- 
“ ways taken him to be and, thereupon, told him 
who he was ; and “ that he hoped he was too much a 
“ gentleman to deliver him up a facrifice to their rage 
and fury, who, he well knew, were his implacable 
“ enemies.” The other, being aftonifhcd, and fear- 
ing that the by-flandcrs would difeover him too, (for, 
being now told who he was, he w’ondcrcd he found it 
not out himfelf), he defired him “ to fay no more for 
the prefent ; that he Ihould not be lorry for the 
“ truft he repofed in him, and fliould find him the 
“ fame man he had thought him : that he would find 
“ fome time, as foon as conveniently he might, to 
“ have more conference with him. In the mean time, 

“ that he fhould content himfelf with the ill accom- 
“ modation he had, the amendment whereof would 
“ beget fufpicion : and fo he called the guard inftant- 
“ ly to carry him away, and to have a very ftrid eye 
“ upon him and, turning to the company, and be- 
ing confeious to himfelf of the trouble and diforder 
in his countenance, told them, ‘‘ that the Frenchman 
“ was a fhrewd fellow, and underftood more of the 
Queen’s counfels and defigns, than a man would fuf- 
“ pe(T : that he had told him that which the Parlia- 
“ ment would be glad to know ; to whom prefently 
“ he would make a difpatch, though he had not yet 
“ fo clear informations, as, he prefumed, he fhould 
“ have after two or three days and fo departed to 
his chamber. 

It was a wonderful influence, that this noble per- 
fon’s ftars (which ufed to lead him into and out of 
the greatefl: perplexities and dangers, throughout the 
whole courfe of his life) had upon this whole affair. 
Hotham was, by his nature and education, a rough 
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and a rude man ; of great covetoufnefs, of great pride, 
and great ambkioii ; without any bowels of good na- 
ture, or the Icaft fenfe or touch of generolity ; his 
parts were not cjuick and fharp, but compofed, and he 
judged well ; he was a man of craft, and more like to 
deceive, than to be cozened : yet, after all this, this 
■young nobleman, known and abhorred by him, for 
his admirable faculty of diflimulation, had fo far pre- 
vailed, and impofed upon his fpirlt, that he refolved 
to pra( 51 :ife that virtue, which the other had imputed 
to him ; and not to fufFer him to fall into the hands 
of his enemies. He fent for him, the next day, at an 
hour when he was more vacant from attendants and 
obfervers ; and, at firlV, told him his refolution ; 

“ that, lince he had fo frankly put himfelf into his 
“ hands, he would not deceive his trull and wiflied 
him “ to conlider, in what way, and by what colour, 

“ he Ihould fo fet him at liberty, that he might, with- 
“ out any other danger, arrive at the place where he 
“ would be. For,” he faid, “ he would nor trull; any 
“ perfon living with the fecret, and leall of all his 
“ fon whom he mentioned with all the bitternefs 
imaginable, “ as a man of an ill nature, and furioully 
“ addicted to the worft dellgns the Parliament had, 

“ or could have ; and one that was more depended 
“ upon by them than himfelf, and fent thither only as 
“ a fpy upon him.” From hence he entered upon the 
difeourfe “ of the times, and mifehief that was like to 
“ befal the v^hole kingdom, from the difference be- 
“ tween the King and the Parliament.” Then la- 
mented his own fate, “ that, being a man of very dif- 
ferent principles from thofe who drove things to 
“ this extremity, and of entire alFecftion and duty to 
“ the King, he fliould now be looked upon as the 
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“ chief ground and caufe of the civil war which was 
‘‘ to enfue, by his not opening the ports, when the 
“ King would have entered into the town of which 
bulinefs, and of all the circumftances attending it, he 
fpake at large ; and avowed, “ that the information 
“ fent him of the King’s purpofe prefently to hang 
“ him, was the true caufe of his having proceeded in 
“ that manner.” 

The Lord Digby, who knew well enough how to 
cultivate every period of fuch a difeourfe, and how to 
work upon thofe paffions which were moft predomi- 
nant in him, joined with him in the fenfe of the cala- 
mities, which were like to befal the nation j which 
he bewailed pathetically ; and, that it Ihould be in 

the power of a handful of ill men, corrupted in 
“ their affedtions to the King, and againft monarchy 
“ itfelf, to be able to involve him, and many others of 
“ his clear intentions, in their dark counfels, and to 
“ them to profecute ends which they abhorred, 

“ and which muft determine in the ruin of all the un- 
“ dertakers. For, he told him, that the King, in a 
“ fhort time, would reduce all liis enemies : that the 
“ hearts of the people were already, in all places, 
“ aliened from them ; and that the fleet was fo much 
“ at the King’s difpofal, that, as foon as they fhould 
“ receive his orders, they would appear in any place 
“ he appointed : that all the Princes in Chriftendom 
“ were concerned in the quarrel, and would engage in 
“ it, as foon as they fhould be invited to it : and that 
“ the Prince of Orange was refolved to come over in 
“ the head of his army, and would take Hull in three 
“ days.” All which ought, reafonably, to have been 
true in the pra<fl:ick, though it had very little ground 
in the fpeculation. And when he had, by degrees, 
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amufed and terrified him with this difcourfe, he en- 
larged upon “ the honour and glory that man would 
“ have, who could be fo bleffed, as to prevent this 
“ terrible confufion, that was in view : that King 
“ and people would join in rewarding him with ho- 
nours and preferments of all kind ; and that his 
■“ name would be derived to pofterity, as the preferver 
“ of his country.” He told him, “ He was that man, 
“ that could do all this ; that, by delivering up Hull 
“ to the King, he might extinguifh the war ; and that 
“ immediately a peace would be eftablifhed through- 
“ out the kingdom : that the world believed, that he 
had fome credit both with the King and Queen ; 
“ that he would employ it all in his fervice ; and if he 
would give him this rife to begin upon, he fhould 
find, that he would be much more folicitous for his 
“ greatnefs, and a full recompenfe for his merit, than 
“ he was now for his own f'afety.” All thefe adver- 
tifements and reflexions were the fubjeX of more 
than one difcourfe ; for Sir John Hotham could not 
bear the variety and burden of all thofe thoughts to- 
gether i but within two days all things were adjufted 
between them. Hotham faid, “ it would not become 
him, after fuch a refufal, to put the town into the 
“ King’s hands ; nor could he undertake (if he re- 
“ folved) to efleX it ; the town itfelf being in no de- 
gree afFeXed to his Majefty’s fervice ; and the 
“ Trained Bands, of which the garrifon wholly con- 
“ filled, were under officers, upon whom he could 
“ not depend. But,” he faid, “ if the King would 
“ come before the town, though but with one regi- 
ment, and plant his cannon againft it, and make but 
one fhot, he fhould think he had difeharged his 
truft to the Parliament, as far as he ought to do ; 
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and that he would immediately then deliver up tlie 
“ town ; w'hich he made no doubt but that he fhould 
“ be then able to do.” And, on this errand, he was 
♦ contented the Lord Digby fliould go to tlie King, 
and be conduced out of the town beyond the limits 
of danger ; the Governor having told thofc officers he 
trufted moft, that “ he would fend the Frenchman to 
“ York ; who, he w'as well alllired, would return to 
“ him again.” He gave him likewife a note to a wi- 
dow, who lived in that city, at w'hofe houfc he might 
lodge, and by whofe hands he might tranfmit any 
letters to him. 

When he came to York, and after he had fpokc 
with the I^ing, it was refolved, he fhould appear in 
his own likenefs, and wait upon the King in public, 
that it might be believed, that he had tranfported 
himfelf from Holland in the fhip that brought the 
ammunition ; which was hardly yet come to York, 
it being now about the time that Mr. Villicrs and 
Sir John Pennington had been fcnt away, and before 
the news came of their ill fuccefs. This was the 
caufe of the fuddcn march towards Hull, before there 
was a foldier levied to make an aflault, or maintain a 
ficge ; wliich was fo much wondered at then, and fo 
much cenfured afterwards. For as foon as his Ma- 
jcfty received this afTurance, which ^ he had fo much 
reafon to depend upon, by the treatment the Lord 
Digby had received, he declared “ he would, upon 
“ fuch a day, go to Beverly,” a place witliin four 
miles of Hull ; and appointed three or four regiments 
of the country, under the command of fuch gentle- 
men whofe affe(d:ion was unqueftionable, to march 
thither, as a guard to his perfon ; and likewife fent a 
little train of artillery, which might be ready for the 
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fummons. When his Majefty was ready with this 
equipage for his march, the Lord Digby returned 
again in his old difguife to Hull, to make fure that all 
things there might correfpond with the former obli- 
gation. As foon as tlie King, and the whole Court, 

(for none remained at York) came to Beverly, (where '^vi'crcupon 

, ,, , , I • I , , r llieluuK 

’ they were all accommodated, which kept them from goes to lie- 
being quickly weary), and the Trained Bands were defignupon 
likewife come thither, the General, the Earl of Lind- 
fey, firft took poffeflion of his office ; a little trou- 
bled, and out of countenance, that he fhould appear 
the General without an army ; and be engaged in an 
enterprife, which he could not imagine would fuc- 
ceed. His Majefty ordered him to fend- out fome 
officers, of which there was a good ftore, to take a 
view of the town, and of fuch advantage ground, 
within diftance, upon which he might raife a battery; 
as if he meant on a fudden to aflault the place; which 
appeared no unreafonable defign, if there were a good 
party in the town to depend upon. And yet the Ge- 
neral had no opinion, that his army of Trained Bands 
would frankly expofc themfelves to fuch an attack. 

Behdes a great number of officers, and perfons of qua- 
lity, who were all well horfed, and had many fervants 
as well provided, the King had his troop of guards fo 
conftituted, as hath been faid before ; and there w'cre 
few horfe in Hull, and thofc without officers, who un- 
derftood that kind of fervice. So that it was no hard 
matter to take a very full view of the town, by riding 
to rise very ports, and about the wails ; nor, at firft 
appearance, was there any fhew of hoftillty from the 
town upon their neareft approadtes to it ; but after 
they had made that vilit two or three days together, 
they obferved that the walls were better manned, and 
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that there was every day an increafe of labourers re- 
pairing the works ; and then they begun to fhoot, 
when any went within diftance of the works. 

All this while Sir John Hotham had tried fome of 
his officers, in whofe particular affedlion he had moft 
confidence, how far they were like to be governed by 
him ; and found them of a temper not to be relied 
upon. His fon was grown jealous of fome defign, and 
was caballing with thofe who were moft notorious for 
their difaffedlion to the government ; and new offi- 
cers were fent down by the Parliament, to affift in 
the defence of the town, which, they thought, might 
probably be attempted ; and fupplies of men had 
been taken in from the ffiips, and had been fent thi- 
ther from Bofton, a town, upon the fame coaft, of 
eminent difloyalty. So that, when the Lord Digby 
returned thither, he found a great damp upon the fpi- 
rit of the Governor, and a fadnefs of mind, that he 
had proceeded fo far ; of which his Lordfliip made 
all the hafte he could to advertife the King ; but his 
letters muft firft be fent to York before they could 
come to Beverly ; and, when they were received, they 
contained ftill fomewhat of hope, “ that he ffiould be 
“ able to reftore him to] his former courage, and con- 
“ firm his refolution fo that the King feemed to 
defer any attempt, upon the hopes of the Earl of 
Holland’s meffiage before mentioned, and, in the end, 
he was compelled to give over the defign, all hope 
from the Governor growing defperate ; whether from 
his want of courage, or want of power to execute what 
he defired, remains ftill uncertain. When Sir John 
Hotham gave over further thoughts of it, he difmifted 
both the Lord Digby, and Col. Affiburnham, whom 
he had likewife detained till then, as a man of ufe in 
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the execution of the defign, with many profeffions of 
duty to the King ; and as the concealing thofe two 
perfons, and afterwards releafing them, immediately 
increafed the jealoufy of the Parliament againft him, 
fo it was the principal caufe, afterwards, of the lofs of 
his head. 

The King difmilTed the Trained Bands, and re- 
turned with his Court to York, in fo much lefs credit 
than when he came from thence, as the entering into 
a war without power, or preparation to profecute it, 
was like to produce. The inconvenience was the 
greater, becaufe the princip^ perfons of quality, of 
court or country, and the officers, had the lefs reve- 
rence for the King’s conduct, by feeing fuch an ac- 
tion entered upon with fo little reafon, and profecuted 
fo perfundlbrily : all which reproaches his Majefty 
thought fitter to bear, than to difeover the motives of 
his journey ; which were then known to few, nor, to 
this day, have been publifhed. 

When the King returned to York, exceedingly 
troubled at the late march he had made, and all men 
exprelling great impatience to be in action, very 
many perfons of honour and quality, having attended 
long at Court, believing they might be more ufeful to 
his Majefty’s fervice in their own countries, in re- 
llraining the difaffe^lcd from any feditious attempts, 
and difpofing the people in general to be conftant in 
their loyalty, an accident fell out, that made it abfo- 
lutely neceflary for the King to declare the war, and 
to enter upon it, before he was in any degree ripe for 
aftion ; which was, that Portfmouth had declared forcoi. Oor- 
the King, and refufed to fubmit to the Parliament, 1"*;,;^' 
which had thereupon fent an army, under the com- 
mand of Sir William Waller, to reduce it. The re- 
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lating how this came to pafs, requires a large difcourfe, 
and will adminifter much variety, not without fome- 
what of plcafure and wonder, from the temper and 
fpirit of the perfon who conducted that adlion ; if it 
can be faid to be condudled without any conduft. 

We have remembered before, in the laft year, the 
difcourfe of the bringing up the army to London to 
awe the Parliament, and the unfpeakable dilhonour 
and damage the King fuftained by that difcourfe, how 
groundlefs foever it was ; all which was imputed to 
Colonel Goring, who, by that means, grew into great 
reputation with the ParJi|pnent, as a man fo irrecover- 
ably loft to the Court, that he would join with them 
in the moft defperate deftgns ; yet he carried himfelf 
with fo great dexterity, that, within few months, he 
wrought upon the King and Queen to believe, that he 
fo much repented that fault, that he would redeem it 
by any fervice ; and to truft him to that degree, that 
the Queen once refolved, when the tumults drove 
their Majefties firft from London, for her fecurity, to 
put herfelf into Portfmouth, which was under his go- 
vernment ; whilft his Majefty betook himfelf to the 
northern parts ; which defign was no fooner over, (if 
not before), than he again intimated fo much of it to 
the Lord Kimbolton, and that party, that they took 
all the truft he had from Court, to proceed from the 
confidence their Majefties had of his father’s intereft 
in him ; whofe affedlion and zeal to their fervice was 
ever moft indubitable : but afflired themfelves he 
was their own, even againft his own father. So that 
he carried the matter fo, that, at the fame time, he 
received 3000I, from the Queen, (which fhe raifed by 
the fale of her plate and fome jewels), to fortify, and 
viflual, and reinforce his garrifon, againft the time it 
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fhould be neceffkry to declare for the King ; and a 
good fupply from the Parliament, for the payment of 
the garrifon, that it might be kept the better devoted 
to them, and to their fervice. All which he performed 
with that admirable diffimulation, and rare confi- 
dence, that, when the Houfe of Commons was in- 
formed by a member, whofe zeal and affedlion to 
them was as much valued as any man’s, “ that all his 
“ correfpondcnce in the county was with the molt 
“ malignant perfons ; that of thofe, many frequently 
“ reforted to, and continued with him in the garrifon; 
“ that he was fortifying, and raifing of batteries to- 
“ wards the land ; and that in his difeourfe, cfpe- 
“ cially in the feafons of his good fellowfhip, he ufed 
“ to utter threats againft the Parliament, and fliarp 
“ cenfures of their proceedings and upon fuch in- 
formations (the author whereof was well known to 
them, and of great reputation ; and lived fo near 
Portfmouth, that he could not be mifiaken in the 
matter of fadl) the Houfe fent for him, moft thinking 
he would refufe to come ; Colonel Goring came, 
upon the fummons, with that undauntednefs, that all 
clouds of diftruft immediately vaniflred, infomuch as 
ho man prefumed to whifper the leaft jealoufy of 
him ; which he obferving, came to the Houfe of 
Commons, of which he was a member ; and, having 
fate a day or two patiently, as if he expe6led fome 
charge, in the end he ftood up, with a countenance 
full of modefty, and yet not without a mixture of 
anger, (as he could help himfelf with all the infinua- 
tions of doubt, or fear, or fhame, or fimplicity in his 
face, that might gain belief, to a greater degree than 
I ever faw any man ; and could feem the moft con- 
founded when he was beft prepared, and the moft out 
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of countenance when he was beft refolved, and to 
want words, and the habit of fpeaking, when they 
flowed from no man with greater power), and told 
them, that he had been fent for by them, upon 
“ fome information given againft him, and that, 
“ though he believed, the charge being fo ridiculous, 
they might have received, by their own particular 
inquiry, fatisfa<ftion ; yet the difcourfes that had 
been ufed, and his being fent for in that manner, 
“ had begot fome prejudice to him in his reputation ; 

which if he could not preferve, he Ihould be lefs 
“ able to do them fervice ; and therefore defired, that 
“ he might have leave (though very unfkilful, and 
unfit to fpeak, in fo wife and judicious an affem- 
“ bly) to prefent to them the ftate and condition of 
“ that place under his command ; and then he 
“ doubted not but to give them full fatisfaftion in 
thofe particulars, which poffibly had made fome 
“ imprellion in them to his difadvantage : that he 
was far from taking it ill from thofe, who had given 
“ any information againft him ; for, what he had 
“ done, and muft do, might give fome umbrage to well 
“ affeded perfons, who knew not the grounds and rea- 
“ fons, that induced him fo to do j but that if any fuch 
“ perfon would, at any time, refort to him, he would 
“ clearly inform them of whatever motives he had ; 
“ and would be glad of their advice, and afliftance 
“ for die better doing thereof.” Then he took no- 
tice of every particular that had been publicly faid 
againft him, or privately whifpered, and gave fuch 
plaulible anfwers to the whole, intermingling fharp 
taunts, and fcorns, to what had been faid of him, 
with pretty application of himfelf, and flattery to the 
men that fpake it : concluding, that they well knew 
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“ in what efteem he ftood with others : fo that if, by 
“ his ill carriage, he Ihould forfeit the good opinion 
of that Houfe, upon which he only depended, and 
“ to whofe fervice he entirely devoted himfelf, he 
“ were madder than his friends took him to be, and 
“ muft be as unpitied in any mifery, that could befal 
“ him, as his enemies would be glad to fee him.” 

With which, as innocently and unaifeftedly uttered, 
as can be imagined, he got fo general an applaufe 
from the whole Houfe, that, not without fome little 
apology for troubling him, “ they delired him again 
to repair to his government, and to finifli thofe 
“ works, w^hich were neceffary for the fafety of the 
“ place;” and gratified him with confenting to all 
the propofitions he made in behalf of his garrifon, 
and paid him a good fum of money for their arrears ; 
with which, and being privately alfured (which was 
indeed refolved on) that he fhould be Lieutenant 
General of their horfe in their new army, when it 
fhould be formed, he departed again to Portfmouth ; 
in the mean time afluring his Majefty, by thofe who 
were trufted betw^een them, “ that he w^ould be fpeed- 
“ ily in a pofture to make any fuch declaration for his 
“ fervice, as he fhould be required ;” which he was 
forced to do fooner than he was provided for it, 
though not fooner than he had reafon to expeft. 

When the levies for the Parliament army were in 
good forwardnefs, and that Lord had received his 
commifilon for Lieutenant General of the horfe, he 
wrote to the Lord Kimbolton, who was his moft bo- 
fom friend, and a man very powerful, defiring, “ that 
“ he might not be called to give his attendance upon 
“ the army, till it was ready to march ; becaufe there 
were fo many things to be done, and perfecfled; for 
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“ the fafety of that important place, that he was dc- 
“ lirous to be prefent himfelf at the work as long as 
“ was poflible. In the mean time, he had given di- 
“ redlions to his agent in London, to prepare all 
things for his equipage ; fo that he would be ready 
“ to appear, at any rendezvous, upon a day’s warn- 
“ ing.” Though the Earl of Eflex did much defire 
his company, and afiiftance in the council of war, and 
preparing the articles, and forming the difeipline for 
the army, he having been more lately verfed in the 
order and rule of marches, and the provifions necef- 
fary or convenient thereunto, than any man then in 
their fervice, and of greater command than any man 
but the General ; yet the Lord Kimbolton prevailed, 
that he might not be fent for, till things were riper 
for adlion. And, when that Lord did afterwards write 
to him, that it was time he fhould come away,” he 
font fuch new and reafonable excufes, that they were 
not unfatisfied with his delay ; till he had multiplied 
thofe excufes fo long, that they begun to fufpedl ; 
and they no fooner inclined to fufpicion, but they met 
with abundant arguments to cherifh it. His beha- 
viour and courfe of life was very notorious to all the 
neighbours, nor was he at all referved in his mirth, 
and public difeourfes, to conceal his opinion of the 
Parliament, and their proceedings. So that, at laft, 
the Lord Kimbolton writ plainly to him, “ that he 
“ could no longer excufe his abfence from the army, 
where he was much wanted ; and that, if he did 
not come to London by fuch a fhort day, as he 
“ named, he found his integrity would be doubted ; 
and that many things were laid to his charge, of 
which he doubted not his innocence •, and therefore 
V conjured him, immediately, to be at Weftminfter ; 
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“ it being now to be no longer deferred, or put off.” 

He writ a jolly letter to that Lord, “ that, the truth 
“ was, his council advifed him, that the Parliament 
“ did many things which were illegal ; and that he 
“ might incur much danger by obeying all their 
“ orders ; that he had received the command of that 

garrifon from the King ; and that he durft not be 
“ abfent from it, without his leave and concluded 
with fome good counfel to the Lord. 

This declaration of the governor of a place, which 
had the reputation of being the only place of ftrength 
in England, and lituated upon the fea, put them into 
many apprehenfions ; and they loft no time in endea- 
vouring to reduce it ; but, upon the firft underftand- 
ing his refolution. Sir William Waller was fent, with 
a good part of the army, fo to block it up, that nei- 
tlter men nor provifion might be able to get ifi ; and 
fome Ihips were fent from the fleet, to prevent any 
relief by fea : and tliefe advertifements came to the 
King, as foon as he returned to York. 

It gave no fmall reputation to his Majefty’s affairs, 
when there was fo great a damp upon the fpirits of 
men, from the mifadventures at Beverly, that fo nota- 
ble a place as Poitfmouth had declared for him, in 
the very beginning of the war ; and that fo good an 
oifleer as Goring was returned to his duty, and in 
the pofleflion of the town : and the King, who was 
not furprifed with the matter, knowing well the refo- 
lution of the Colonel, made no doubt, but that he was 
very well fupplied with all things, as he might well 
have been, to have given the rebels work for three or 
four months, at the leaft. Whereupon, he forthwith 
publifhed a declaration, that had been long ready, in 
which he recapitulated all the infolent and rebelliQijs 
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actions the two Houfes had committed againft him : and 
declared them “ to be guilty ; and forbid all his fub- 
“ jeils to yield any obedience to them and, at the 
fame time, publifhed his proclamation ; by which he 
required all men, who could bear arms, to repair to 
“ him at Nottingham, by the twenty-fifth of Auguft 
“ following ; on which day, he would fet up his 
“ royal ftandard there, which all good fubjedls were 
“ obliged to attend.” At the fame time, he fent the 
Marquis of Hertford to raife forces in the Wefi, or, 
at leaft, to reftrain thofe parts (where his intereft and 
reputation was greater than any man’s) within the 
limits of their duty to the King, and from being cor- 
rupted or perverted by the Parliament ; and with 
him went the Lord Seymour, his brother ; the Lord 
Pawlet, Ilopton, Stawel, Coventry, Berkeley, Wind- 
ham, and fome other gentlemen, of the prime quality, 
and intereft in the weftern parts ; who were like to 
give as good examples in their perfons, and to be 
followed by as many men, as any fuch number of 
gentlemen in England could be. And from this par- 
ty, enlivened by the power and reputation of the 
Marquis, the King was in hopes, that Portfmouth 
would be ftiortly relieved, and made the head quarter 
to a good army. When all this was done, he did all 
that was poffible to be done, without money, to haften 
his levies of horfe and foot, and to prepare a light 
train of artillery, that he might appear at Notting- 
ham, at the day when the ftandard was to be fet up, 
with fuch a body of men, as might be, at the leaft, a 
competent guard to his perfon. 

Many were tlien of opinion, “ that it had been 
“ more for his Majefty’s benefit and fervice, if the 
“,ftandard had been appointed to be fet up at York ; 
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*' and fo that the King had Rayed there, without mov- 
“ ing further fouth, until he could have marched 
“ in the head of an army, and not to depend upon 
“ gathering an army up in Itis march. All the north- 
“ ern counties were, at prefent, moft at Ids devotion ; 
“ and fo it would be moft eafy to raife men there : 
“ Newcaftle was the only port in his obedience, and 
wliithcr he liad appointed his fupplics of arms and 
ammunition to be font ; of which he had fo prefent 
“ need, tliat all his magazine, which was brought in 
the Providence, was already diftnbutcd to thofe 
few gentlemen, who had received commihions, and 
“ were moft like fpeedily to raife ih'cir regiments ; 
“ and it would be a very long, and might prove a 
“ very dangerous paftage to get the fupplics, which 
“ were daily expedled, to be brought with fccurity 
“ from Newcaftle, when the King fiioidd be advanced 
lb many days journey beyond York.” All which 
were very important conlidcrations, and ought to 
have prevailed ; but the King’s inclination to be 
nearer London, and the expectation he had of great 
effeifts from Portfmoutli, and the "VVeft, dilpofed him 
to a willingnefs to prefer Nottingham; but that which 
determined the point, was an apparent and manifeft 
averlion in the Yorkfltire gentlemen, whofe afiedhions 
were leaft fufpedled, that his Majefty flrould con- 
tinue, and remain at York ; which, they ftiid, the 
people apprehended, “ would inevitably make that 
*• country the feat of the war unfkilfully imagining, 
that the war would be no where, but where the 
King’s army was; and therefore they facilitated all 
things, which might contribute to Ids reraovx from 
thence ; undertook to provide convoys for any arms 
and ammunition from Newcaftle ; to haften the levies 
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in their own country ; and to borrow the arms of fome 
of tlie Trained Bands ; which was the beft expedient, 
that could be found out, to arm the King’s troops, 
and I’.ad its reverfc in the murmurs it produced, and 
in leaving the beft affcdlcd men, by being difarmed, 
at the mercy of their enemies; who carefully kept 
their weapons, that they might be ready to fight 
asrainfi: the Kins:. This caufed the refolution to be 
taken for Nottingham, without enough weighing the 
objections, which, upon the entrance into great ac- 
tions, cannot be too much deliberated, though, in the 
execution, they were beft fhut out. And it quickly 
appeared in thofe very men, who prexailcd moft in 
that council ; for, when the time drew on, in wdiich 
his Majefty was to depart, and leave the country, then 
they remembered, “ that the garrifon of Hull would 
“ be left as a thorn in their fides, where there were 
“ well formed and aeftive troops, which might march 
“ over the country without control, and come into 
“ York itfelf without refiftance : that there w'erc 
many difafTcdled perfons of quality and intereft in 
“ the country, who, as foon as the King fiiould be 
“ gone, would appear amongft their neighbours, and 
“ find a concurrence from them in their worftdcfigns; 
“ and that there were fome places, fome whole corpo- 
rations, fo notorioufly clifafFecfted, efpecially in mat- 
“ ters relating to the Church, that they wanted only 
“ conductors to carry them into rebellion.” 

Thefe, and the like refledfions, made too late im- 
preffions upon them ; and now, too much, they mag- 
nified this man’s power, whom before they contemn- 
ed ; and doubted that man’s affection, of which they 
were before fecure ; and made athoufand propofitions 
to the King this day, whereof they rejc(^lcd the great- 
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eft part to-raorrow; and, as the day approached nearer 
for the King’s departure, their apprehcnfions and irre- 
folutions increafed. In the end, they were united in 
two requefts to the King ; that “ he woukl commit 
“ the fupreme command of the country, with reference 
“ to all military affairs, to the Earl of Cumberland ; 
“ and qualify him, with an ample commillion, to that 
“ purpofe.” The other, “ tliat his Majcfty would 
“ command Sir Thomas Glcmhamto remain with them, 
to govern and command fucli forces, as the Earl of 
“ Cumberland fhould find nccefilrry for their defence.” 
And this provifion being made by the King, they 
obliged themfelves to concur in making any prepara- 
tions, and forming any forces the Earl fhould require. 
His Majefty, as willingly, gratified them in both their 
defires. The Earl of Cumberland was a man of great 
honour and integrity, who had all his eftatc in that 
country, and had lived moft amongft them, with very 
much acceptation and affeeftion from the gentlemen, 
and the common people: but he was not, in any degree, 
atftive, or of a martial temper ; and rather a man 
more like not to have any enemies, than to oblige any 
to be firmly and refolutely his friends, or to purfue 
his intcreft : the great fortune of the family was di- 
vided, and the greater part of it carried away by an 
heir female ; and his father had fo wafted the re- 
mainder, that the Earl could not liv'e with that luftre, 
nor draw fo great a dependence upon him, as his ancef- 
tors had done. In a word, he was a man of honour, 
and popular enough in peace, but not endued with 
thofe parts which were necellary for fuch a feafon. 
Sir Thomas Glemham was a gentleman of a noble ex- 
traction, and a fair fortune, though he had much im- 
paired it ; he had fpent many years, in armies, beyond 
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the feas; and he had been an officer of very good 
effeem in the King’s armies, and of courage and inte- 
grity unqueftionable ; but was not of fo ftirring and 
adfive a nature, as to be able to infufe lire enough into 
the phlegmatic conffitutions of that people, who did 
rather wifh to be fpecifators of the war, than parties in 
it; and believed, if they did not provoke the other 
party, they might all live quietly together ; until Sir 
John Ilotham, by his excurfions and depredations out 
of Hull, and their feditious neighbours, by their in- 
furredlions, awakened them out of that pleafant dream. 
And then the greatefl part of the gentry of that popu- 
lous country, and very many of the common people, 
did behave themfelvcs with lignal fidelity and cou- 
rage in the King’s fcrvice : of all which particulars, 
which deferve well to be remembered, and tranfmitted 
to pofferity, there will be occalion to make mention 
in the following difeourfe. 

Yet I cannot leave York without' the mention of 
one particular; which, in truth, is a lively inffance of 
the Ipirit and temper of that time, and was a fad pre- 
fage of all the misfortunes which followed. There 
were very few gentlemen, or men of any quality, in that 
large county, who were adlively or feftioufly difaffeil- 
ed to his Majelfy; and ofthofe the Lord Fairfax, and 
his fon, Sir Thomas Fairfax, were the chief ; who were 
governed by two or three of inferior quality, more con- 
verfant with the people ; who were as well known as they. 
All thefe were in the country, at their houfes, within 
few miles of York ; and the King refolved, at his go- 
ing away, to have taken them all prifoners, and to 
have put them in fafe cuftody; by which, it was very- 
probable, thofe mifehiefs, that fhortly after broke out, 
might have been prevented. But the gentlemen of 
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tiie county, who were met together to confiilt for 
their own I’ecurity, hearing of this defign, befoiight 
his Majcfty “ not to do it;” alleging, “ that he would, 
■“ thereby, leave them in a worfe condition, by an adl 
“ fo ungracious and unpopular ; and that the dif- 
affedted would be fo far from being weakened, 
that their party would be increafed thereby:” many 
really believing, that neither father nor fon were 
tranlported with over- vehement inclinations to the 
Pacliamcnt ; but would willingly lit ftill, without be- 
ing adlive on cither lide ; which, no doubt, was a po- 
licy, that many of thole, who wiflied well, delired 
and intended to be fafe by. And fo his Majeliy left 
York, taking wdth him only two or three of inferior 
rank, (whereof one Stapleton was one), who were known 
to have been very adtive in liirring the people to fc- 
dition ; and yet, upon fome fpecious pretences, fome 
very good men were perfuaded, within few days, to 
procure the liberty and enlargement even of thofe 
from his Majefty. So ticklilh were thofe times, and 
fo w'ary were all men to advife the King Ihould do 
any thing, which, upon the ftridfcfl inquilition, might 
feem to fw^erve from the ftridl rule of the law; believ- 
ing, unreafonably, that the foftcll and gentlell reme- 
dies might be moft wholcfomely applied to thofe 
rough and violent difeafes. 

The King came to Nottingham two or three days 
before the day he had appointed to fet up the ftand- 
ard ; having taken Lincoln in his way, and diawn 
fome arms from the Trained Bands of that country 
with him to Nottingham ; from whence, the next day, 
he went to take a view of his horfe ; whereof there 
were feveral troops well armed, and under good offi- 
cers, to the number of feven or eight hundred men ; 
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with which, being Informed, “ that there were fome 
“ regiments of foot marching towards Coventry, by 
“ the Earl of Effex’s orders,” he made hafte thither ; 
making little doubt, but that he fliould be able to get 
thither before them, and fo to poU’cfs himfelf of that 
city ; and he did get thither the day before they 
came ; but found not only the gates fhut againft him, 
but fome of his fervants Ihot and wounded from the 
walls : nor could all his meflages and fummons pre- 
vail with the mayor and magillrates, before there jva.- 
any garrifon there, to fufFer the King to enter into the 
city. So great an intereft and reputation the Parlia- 
ment had gotten over the afFedlions of that people, 
whofe hearts were alienated from any reverence to the 
government. 

The King could not remedy the affront, but went 
that night to Stonely, the houfc then of Sir Thoma.' 
.Lee ; where he was well received ; and, the next day, 
his body of liorfc, having a clear view, upon an open 
Campania, for five or fix miles together, of the ene- 
my’s fmall body of foot, which conlifted not of above 
twelve hundred men, with one troop of horfe, which 
marched with them over that plain, retired before 
them, without giving them one charge ; which was 
imputed to the ill condudl of Wilmot, who command- 
ed ; and had a colder courage than many who were 
under him, and who were of opinion, that they might 
have eafily defeated that body of foot : which would 
have been a very feafonable viiftory ; would have put 
Coventry unqueftionably into the King’s hands, and 
fent him with a good omen to the fetting up of his 
llandard. Whereas, that unhappy retreat, which look- 
ed like a defeat, and the rebellious behaviour of Co- 
ventry. made his Majefty’s return to Nottingham 
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very melancholy ; whither he returned the very day 
the ftandard was appointed to be fet up. 

According to the proclamation, upon the twenty-fifth The King’* 
day of Auguft, the ftandard was erefted, about fix of 
the clock in the evening of a very ftormy and 
peftuous day. The King himfelf, with a fmall train, 
rode to the top of the caftlc-hiil, Varney the Knight- 
Marfhal, who was Standard Bearer, carrying the ftand- 
ard, which was then erecfted in that place, with little 
other ceremony than the found of drums and trum- 
pets : melancholy men obferved many ill prefages 
about that time. There was not one regiment of foot 
yet brought thither; fo that the Trained Bands, which 
the Sheriff had drawn together, were all the ftrengtll 
the King had for his perfon, and the guard of the ftand- 
ard. There appeared no conflux of men in obedience 
to the proclamation ; the arms and ammunition were 
not yet come from York, and a general fadnefs cover- 
ed the whole town. The ftandard was blown down, 
the fame night it had been fet up, by a very ftrong 
and unruly wind, and could not be fixed again in a 
day or two, till the tempeft was allayed. This was 
the melancholy ftatc of the King’s affairs, when the 
ftandard was fet up. 


TUE END OP THE FIFTH ROOK. 



